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Shocking

We are shocked and strongly condemn the bomb
attacks on the US embassies in Kenya and Tanza-
nia. It was a most disturbing orgy of gore and de-
struction that these explosions, occurring five
minutes apart, triggered off in the capitals of the
two sub-Saharan countries. The loss in terms of
human lives was far greater in the explosion.that
took place in the Kenyan capital of Nairobi. Sixty
people were killed and 1100 wounded when a blast
toppled the four-storey building toward the US em-
bassy. While a suspected car bomb explosion in the

arking lot of the US embassy in Dar es Salaam,

anzania left about ten killed and many wounded,
reports have put the number of deaths in the twin
blasts at 80 but it looks like the initial figure
would be far surpassed when the rubble is cleared
and the full extent of the damage is considered. Sad
as it is this is a rather unusual rience for this
part of the world. Though plagued with procrasti-
nated civil wars, explosion like this is a rarity in
Africa. In fact it was after a long gap of 20 years
that Nairobi experienced a blast of this intensity.
It is not known yet who was responsible for Fri-
day's blasts ; no organisation or group has
claimed responsibility yet although many suspect
this as the work of a group called Islamic Jiahd
which vowed last week to strike American interest
because some of its members were arrested in Al-

ia. The US _State Department has howevyer
Eﬁ:ﬁl}ged s%rt of pointing Rnger at any particular

quarter limiting its official reaction to terrorist
attack only for the time being. But there can be ar-
gument over the fact that whoever did this heinous
act for whatever purpose is a common enemy of the
humanity, We hope the international community
would work in harness to ferret out the people re-
sponsible for these explosions. There is no denying
that it is very difficult to shut-out cases of sporadic
lethal strikes like these but one can't help wonder-
ing that better international relations would pave
the way for reducing the rate of their occurrences
significantly.

When the Stateis a Bully

Gullible voters apart, there was no shortage of
people who knew the true colour of BJP and its
puppeteer masters, the RSS-Jan Sangh. But no one
could imagine the kind of destabilisation BJP
would subject the region so soon after its induction
to power. The nation of Gandhi was tainted by the
ultimate immorality of blasting an atomic bomb
and the whole world was jolted emotionally, polit-
ically, intellectually. This the BJP did while it had
only a tenuous lead in the Parliament, something
that can slip away any day. The worst detractors of
P TP failed to foresee t1:~ exient to which BJP could
¢0. The subcontinent is gratetul that BJP itself laid
bare its power of harm.

Shiv-Sena is perhaps as fascist as BJP but is not
overly interested in wrapping its thuggery with
velvet. This in spite of its being a partner in the
Joshi government of Bombay which fact should
have invoked in them some self-respect. The oppo-
site has happened. They have taken
imising {heir hoodlum~in-street bullying.

. The Shiv-Sena's direct involvement in thElPQ.'ZI.'I-_

'93 great killing in Bombay is universal knowl-
edge. They were not inconvenienced by the stigma
that attached to it for inciting the riot, in which at
least a thousand Muslims were Killed, and actually
articipating in the Kkilling in a big way. They were
Eehin the recent Maharashtra government bid to
oust Bengali-speaking Muslims from the state —
saying that these were infiltrators seeping through
the border with Bangladesh. This is only an exten-
sion of the communal intolerance they displayed
in blood in '92-'93. That operation has somehow
been stalled, thanks to the firm and unequivocal
stand of West Bengal government who said the per-
cecuted were genuine citizens from that state.

All this pales before the Shiv-Sena's perfor-
mance after the publication of the Sri Krishna
Commission Report on the Great Bombay Kkilling,
implicating Shiv-Sena and its chief Bal Thackeray
with a dirty and pronounced role in that. Far from
accepting the report and acting on it, Chief Minis-
ter Manohar Joshi has branded the report as 'pro-
Muslim' and 'anti-Hindu'.

True. the Union government cannot do much to
improve upon a state government's acts of indis-
cretion. But the Sri Krishna Commission Report is
not one that has only zonal relevance, On the han-
dling of the Report depends the good name of the
government at New Delhi, and the sense of security
of the minorities in India. What is happening in
Bombay in Maharashtra indeed, is state terrorism.
One cannot imagine the union government to con-
done it even if BJP is on the seat at present. A fail-
ing at the centre will create a plethora of problems
eroding the vitality of the Indian Enlij:y.

The percentage ol s ut?eﬂsgals@s n]é SSC exami-
nation this year is less than that of the previous
i;ea:. But that is no relief for the snowballing prob-

m over the next step of these 'successful students’
— admission into colleges. It is a messy milieu
marked by worried student and their parents’ anx-
iety and government's rather thoughtless ap-
proach to the matter, A study by a relevant gov-
ernment agency put the number of those who would
be robbed of college education this year at more
than ninety thousand. The instant response to
take care of the problem of such an ever growing
huge population might be a temptation to set up
more colleges. But this, we are afraid, may not be
the solution. Because there are many colleges
across the country that are going untried, unpeo-
pled every year. Besides, the great rush of admis-
sion seekers that we see after the SSC examination
every %ear centres round only a few choice col-
leges. We suggest the government don't fall for the
easy option of concentrating only on establishing
more institutions for conventional college educa-
tion. Instead it should go for more institutions of
vocational . The accent should be on insti-
tutions that impart life skills. There should be
more computer training centres across the coun-
try. Here we would counsel the government to seek
cooperation from the private sector. Already quite
a few have arrived. But they are too few in the con-
text of our educated population and the cost is still
far too high the for most to avail it. Arrival of
more life skills oriented institutions will not only
address the stifling situation in the post SSC sce-
nario but will also bring the much missed element
of competition in this sector. There is great deal
the government can do to get rid of this accommo-
dation problem as well as to develop human re-
sources by being focused on the global trend and

not chickening out to the challenge of big spending
' for this purpose.

ower as legit~ :
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Are Things Falling Apart?

by Md Asadullah Khan

HERE 1is something
- I sinister in the air. The
incident of stripping of
two women in Bagha thana of
Rajshahi district on July 20
last, as reported in the press is a
rim pointer to the erosion of
ast vestiges of civility and
morality in a section of our
male chauvinists that mostl
comprise some s and hood-
lums. True, the whole episode,
somewhat politically inspired
and motivated, was a sequel 1o
the battle of strength between
two major political parties in
the locality. But the entire na-
tion has been traumatised and
feels outraged at the bestiality
and savagery perpetrated on
women by these so-called ac-
tivists. This barbaric action is
just another indication of the
savagery that the country has
turned into. What this barbaric
action has made spectacularly
clear is that armed terrorists
and mastans are having their
field day right under the nose of
the law enforcers while inno-
cent ple continue to suffer in
the hands of the authority
mandated to protect them. For
the country's leadership, Bagha
incident could have serious
implications. Precisely true,
the dastardly incident came at
an inopportune time when the
administration was reeling un-
der the trauma of Rubel's mur-
der in police custody in Dhaka
and mindless killing of inno-
cent landless peasants in

atkhira.
S Admitiedly. the number of

crimes either of dowry related
or sexual abuse committed in
the country so far is unusually
high. The newspapers carry re-
ports of young girls being sexu-
ally abused, tortured or even
killed almost every day. Still
many cases of such hapless
wormer are 1[ust buried under the
carpet for fear of the ignominy
these women are subjected to in
the society when these incidents
come to light.

A recent report that was
published in a vernacular daily
on July 5 last has stunned peo-

le through the length and

readth of the country. The
news reported from Keshabpur
in the district of Jessore indi-
cated that Iman Ali, a farmer,
did not consider il a necessity to
buy bullocks for drawing Lhe
plough in the agricultural land
he owned. It was nol a news as
long as his two wives were being
used for drawing the plough. As
ill luck would have Zohra
Khatun (30), one of 1.5 wives,
fell ill and expressed her inabil-
ity to draw the plough that day
when Iman Ali, in a state of
frenzy beat her to death,

Another report on the same
day told about the rape of a
dumb girl (16) in the village
Maharajpur in the Cha-
painawabganj -thana by one
Akbar Hessain {25) of the same
vitlagfe: Taking ’adﬁ}maa;gt- af the

Presence of Bangladeshis in India: Where is the Rati

FTER a long gap, the issue
of "presence” of the
HangFadcshis in India is
drawing attention of different
quarters since a drive is going
on in Mumbai. the commercial
capital of western Indian state
of Maharastra, to oust people
from there and finally from
India al]egiilng that they are
"Bangladeshis”.
hese Bengali-speaking
ple in the cosmopolitan city
of Mumbai suddenly saw that
the crunch fell on them and it is
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and Shiv Sena coalition
povernment which is behind
the drive. The matter is not a
small one and it will be wrong
to assume that it is just a mere
incident involving a handful of
people. Its magnitude can be
Fauged from the fact that the

ower house of the parliament
(Lokshaba) was plunged into

uproar and several parlies
walked out of the house B:;:xtest—
ing the expulsion of the Bengali-
speaking Indians on the pretext
of being "Bangladeshis”. The
issue has created commotion
particularly in the West Bengal
state where the high court has
been involved in the judicial
process of the right and
jurisdiction of the Maharastra
overnment in expelling the In-
jans in the name of being
aliens in their own land.
I vividly remember last time
a storm was sought to be created
over the presence(l) of the
Bangladesh nationals in India
was nearly two decades — in
the late Seventies and early
Eighties — when an agitation
was launched in the north-east-

The social pr;;udme:nd dou-ge standard of morality prevailing in countries IikeIBungadesh tend to
stigmatise women even if they had been sinned against instead of sinning.

poor girl's plight, no case was
instituted in the thana and the
UP chairman of the Mahara-
jpur village has already buried
Lﬁe case. In another report pub-
lished in the same daily on the
same day (July 5, '98), it was
learnt that in the Bhaluka
thana in Mymensingh an eight-
year old girl was raped by one
Asad(30), son of Akkas Ali of
the same village. Another re-
port published in the same pa-
er on July 6 said that Sufia
hter who was abducted from
Feni by some known Mastans
was recovered from Chittagong
where she was held captive for
twenty days and sexually
abused by at least four Mastans.
These Mastans could not be ar-
rested by police even when these
hoodlums were moving freely
in the locality. In the face of
dire threat from these mastans,
Sufia’'s father has drawn the at-
tention of the Home Minister
for specific action and security.
ter a series of incidents
involving young girls in the
country that roc the admin-
istration, it was only expected
that women would be getting a
fair deal in the country. But the
ordeal for these unfortunate
and impoverished girls seems
lo be increasing without respite

andgemedy. ... of Shahnaz

Parveen alias Pyari (18), daugh-
ter of Ganjer Ali Mollah of Du-
muria thana under Khulna dis-
trict who was married to Rezaul
[slam, a police constable serv-
ing in the Range Reserve Police
Force in Khulna, on April 4,
1997, gave grim testimony, if
any were needed, to the suffer-
ing inflicted by the cruel dowry
customs still prevailing in the
country. The photograph of
Pyari published in a section of
the press on July 20 last along
with a gruesome report of her
death made one thing clear that
the man‘iaFE of Pyari, a gretty
girl was solemnized on Feb. 13,
1997 at the unusual insistence
and fervent entreaties of
Rezaul. But the drama started
unfolding in the most gruesome
wayv and the happy dawn of life

that Pyari wanted to see evapo-
rated just within one month
when Rezaul started creatin

pressure on her to bring brida

gifts from her parents. In such a
situation Pyari did not like to
embarrass her brother Zahidul,
the only working member in
the family for meeting the de-
mands of one colour television,
one V.C.P and taka twenty
thousand in cash made by
Rezaul and his relations. Along
with usual torture she was sub-
jetted to just'aftér hér marriape

for non-fulfilment of the dowry
demand, on the fateful day of
ril 4, 1997 Pyari was so mer-
cilessly beaten by Rezaul, his
brother and mother-in-law that
she fell unconscious. Appre-
hending that Pyari might have
died, the torturers hurriedly
threw poison in her mouth to
prove as a case of suicide.
Because a police personnel
was being indicted in the case,
Abhoynagar thana in the Jes-
sore district was more than
willing to rule this incident a
case of suicide and refused to
record an ejahar. Subsequently,
the autopsy report of Pyari was
also manipulated in favour of
the accused dubhinﬁ Pyari's
death as a case of suicide by tak-
ing poison. That meant that the
case was buried under the carpet
once for all, the report said.
Thus the scourge of dowry
continues to take away the lives
of young women in the country
in a horrifying rate, all of
which people can't know since
newspapers can report only a
few cases of the whole lot. The
whole society has got to feel
scared about the way the dowry-
related crimes are increasing in
the country. Poverty coupled
with lack of even elementary
education has made these
women-folk extremely vulner-
able to such repression. Studies
show that despite the action
taken by different development
agencies, the festering wound in
the society continues to spread
in a greater degree. especially in

thegf AIKASthe law of the
country relating lo marriage
and divorce is being violated at
all places with impunity. How
can a husband take a second
wife without the consent of the
first wife when the law does not
permit {t? But sadly true, even
poor day labourers, not to speak
of affluent individuals, are tak-
ing two, three or four wives ig-
noring the law of the land. All
these killings have driven
home the point that control
over law and order and protec-
tion of women's rights or for
that matter any form of rights
has long since passed from the
hands of administration to

some hoodlums and mastans or
crime-syndicates. enjoying pa-
tronage and protection at some
levels. The situation relating to
women appears to be really
grim and disturbing in the
sense that the country is fast
becoming a haven for sex rack-
els.

In a seminar organised by
the "Coalition against Traflick-
ing in Women in Asia-Pacific
Regiont” ‘and‘participated by 14

nations in Dhaka on June 26,
last speakers dwelt at length on
the increasing trends of repres-
sion on women in the Asia-Pa-
cific region in the name of
growth of tourism industry.
Most worrisome, the statistics
presented in the meeting indi-
cated that about 200-400 young
women are being trafficked ev-
ery month to other countries
economically better-off than
Bangladesh.

As the economies of Asian
region go into recession and un-
employment hits region hard,
the speakers in the seminar as-
serted, sex-industry in the garb
of tourism industry will thrive
making direct and indirect im-
pact on Asian women. There is
evidence that to meet the needs
of huge sex-industry that pro-
liferate in some regions includ-
ing Japan, young girls from this
region as well as from the
Philippines, Thailand, India.
Russia and Ukraine are being
lured to the job of receptionists,
hotel management and secre-
tarial jobs. The number of child

rostitutes in the Hong Kong-
jljien'.w..ran region now comes to
more than 40 thousand. The
number of prostitutes registered
in the military-owned brothels
of South Korea is about 27 thou-
sand. Although brothels are of-
ficially banned in Indonesia,
but such centres with the pa-
tronage of rnilitatrifl and civil
administration high-ups have
sprung up with about 60 thou-
sand sex workers in the age
range 15-20 engaged there. The
number of active sex workers in
the Philippines has shot up to 3
lakhs, with about 1 lakh as

ch%?%‘l‘(ﬂﬁﬁ‘hlmhﬁt by the
"Bangladesh Human Rights Co-
ordination Council-1997" is a
chilling reminder of the deteri-
orating law and order situation
that is manifest in the increas-
ing number of crimes in the
country. The report among
other aspects ol crime pin
points that about 23 per cent of
domestic helps especially girls
have been either subjected to
torture or sexual abuse. The re-
port further adds that in the
year ending 1997, crimes
against women have increased
three fold compared to previous

year, Of the 753 cases recorded
more than 252 cases relate to
sexual abuse by single individ-
ual and 255 women have been

ang-raped and 62 women have

en killed after abusing them
sexually. It has been further re-
vealed that in the year 1997,
about 391 minor girls have been
abtrsed sexually. |

' The< cases related to: forlorm

women in the country look
more grim in the light of the
fact that in a male-dominated
society like Bangladesh, women
are not allowed to inherit their
paternal property and that sit-
uation blocks all doors for re-
medial measures as well as re-
habilitation for women aban-
doned by husbands on some
pretext.

That brings us to the moot
question of empowering women
so to enable them to support
themselves. The women activist
groups, NGOs and legal aid
grﬂups have been doing a won-

erful job by keeping a constant
vigil on gender-related discrim-
ination and physical torture on
women. But precisely true, their
awareness building activities
can't bring about the desired re-
sult unless the whole commu-
nity rises as one man to thwart
the heinous perpetration of
crimes by a section of the easily
identifiable group.

The root cause of all such
problems stem from abysmal

overty. And education, it has
Eeen asserted by experts, is an
essential component in the
eradication of poverty. While
education has become more ac-
cessible in all parts of the
world, it is still far from avail-
able for all. At the present mo-
ment, there are 905 million il-
literate adults world wide. De-
spite all efforts, they may still

grgber. 870 nillion, by the, turn

reveal, seventy per cent of the
120 million population in the
count are still illiterate.
Coupled with illiteracy and
mert}r it is the population

m, still a high figure for this
country, that tends to turn all
development activities in the
country in a fiasco. What some
development agencies and NGOs
in the country are doing is to
impart a learning skill in some
men and women. But to combat
poverty effectively, it is not
enough that the illiterate be
taught to read only. Equal‘lf
important is what they read,
what they learn and how this
learning can be put to effective
practical use to improve their
every day lives. Presumably,
education must be relevant to
the "real world".’

In our own country, there are
numerous examples as to how
enlightenment and education
have helped families to grapple
with the problem of economic
hardship. Rowshan Ara Begum,
75, living in the Satkhira dis-
trict with her children now edu-
cated and well placed in the so-
ciety, portrays a life that stood
against all the odds in the fam-
1y and soeiety’ Rowshary' Aral a

~One wonders why poor families who lived in the slums of Mumbai would go from Bangladesh all k.- way to

Benuilecs. AERA RN, Ape
drawn movement and the nee-
dle of suspicion was pointed
primarily at the sn{caf.ll.led E:ni
ali-speaking ple from Eas

Engiturncﬁasl Pakistan-
turned Bangladesh although
Bengalees as a whole suffered at
that time. | was alleged that
Bengalees had swarmed Assam
to an extent that the distinct
culture of the state was at stake.
The agitation lasted for quite
some time and it met with its
natural death but not before a
lot of people have suffered.

However, the agitation in
Assam and the drive in Mumbai
In Maharastra are qualita-
tively different even though
there are quite a few common
elements in the two perspec-
tives. The Assain slir was
launched by some political par-
ties and the student organisa-
tions demanding actions from
the state and federal govern-
ment in the form of expulsion
of the “aliens” but the drive in
Mumbai has come from the
government itself,

The commonality that binds
the two situations is that the
Bengali-speaking Indians were
the victims of both occasions,
and the major political parties
did not turn a blind eye to the

problems. This time too the is-
sue has been taken up by differ-
ent political parties whose de-
termined position on the mat-
ter challenging the policies of
the Maharastra state govern-
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Mumbai — a long distance indeed — for a livelihood.

MATTERS
AROUND US &

g\zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury [l
- t federal Saikia and Mrs, Anwara
g&&rﬁ%{%é on 1 Ee” sﬁi)fiect Taimur — both chief ministers

sparked off noisy scenes in the
house.

On the other side of the pic-
ture, the militant activists of
the Shiv Sena in New Delhi
flaunting weapons like knives
and swords demonstrated near
the parliament asking ouster of
the "Bangladeshis”.

When | was sted In New
Delhi as a Bangladesh journal-
ist, | had the chance of talking
to the sponsors of the Assam ag-
itation in 1981-82. The All As-
sam Students Union and the
Assam "Gonoparishad” were
behind the "Bengalee Kheda“
(oust Bengalees) agitation and
several districts in Assam like
the Nao . Kamrup, etc., con-
vulsed in violence EJI' months
due to the agitation. We had also
the occasion of talking to the
I:mllticlans and government
eaders of both Assam and fed-
eral t on the issues.
Assam's today's chief minister
Prafullah Mahanta and As-
sam's students leader Brigu
Phukan were at the van of
the movement while the
Congress government in the
state mainly led by Hiteshwar

during the agitation period —
were especially at the focus of
the agitation. People suffered as
many were killed in violence
and the state also had witnessed
many ‘Bundh" (strikes) but
eventually the stir died down.
| was in Mumbai hardly less
than three months ago - but at
that time there was no such talk
of "Bangladeshis" swarming the
city. It is a huge city with glit-
tering posh areas contrastin
with ‘Tarﬂe slums which is no
unlikely in the big cities. There
are big concentration of Ben-
ali-speaking people in Mum-
gai like from other Indian state
since Maharastra is a wealthy
state in India with business and
trade flourishing. I found some
Bengalee-spea ingMaﬂersuns
working in the "Taj al” ho-
tel at the gateway of the Arabian
Sea. They are Indians from
West Bengal or their ancestors
coming from any part of
undivided Bengal. are nice
ple and get somewhat emo-
tional when they find fellow
Bengali-s rSOns.
e Allahabad, Kanpur and
some other areas. the Bengalces

have large concentration in
Mumbai as well. When one
watches the "Z" TV pro-
grammes, one can see a lot of
Bengalees — as it is understood
from the pattern of their sur-
names like Mona Bhat-
tacharaya or Aurobinda
Mukherjee — which shows that
Indian Bengalees are in good
numbers in the capital of Ma-
harastra.

Why has then the Maharas-
tra government been raising the
bogey of Bangladeshis living in
Mumbai in big numbers and
seeking to deport people from
there after "identifying” them
as "aliens"? The state govern-
ment is known for its commu-
nal aﬂpmach and it may be feel-
in% that it can derive political
mileage b( coming down on
some people describing them as
aliens in the city. They rounded
up several families as
"Bangladeshis" but one wonders
why poor families who lived in
the slums of Mumbai would go
from Bangladesh all the way to
Mumbai — a long distance in-
deed — for a livelihood. At
times desperate young Eenple
take risks to travel to the oil-
rich Gulf or the western coun-
tries where fortunes may be
changed but in what way they
can financially benefitted
living in Mumbai? The whole
thing sounds impractical al-
though it is possible that some
stray cases of individuals from
different countries of the region
may live in some areas of other

promising
the prime of her life who got
scholarship at the primary
level examination could some-

and bright student at

how complete her education
upto class VI against all odds of
a conservative society at that

time. Thal far and no further.
She was married when she was
only 14. Her husband who was
working in a newspaper office
in Calcutta was thrown out of
employment as a consequence
of post-partition upheavals in
1947. The ordeal began since
then. Rowshan Ara with her
four children came back to
Satkhira when she was 35. Her
Calcutta-bred husband could
not adjust to situations in the
mofussil town and remained
unemployed. Driven by impov-
erishness and at the same time
fired with a zeal to pursue fur-
ther education that might help
her to stand by the family in
that hour of distress, she
started learning again all by
herself and passed the Matricu-
lation examination. That effort

aid off enormously when her

usband died leaving 4 minor
children who were yet to be edu-
cated. She took up a teaching
,]nb in the primary school in her
ocality and stood by the family
as a pillar of support.

With the earnings she got
from her teaching job and
through teaching young boys
and girls of the locality in the
spare time, she supplemented
the meagre family income and
helped the family overcome the
disaster that had overtaken it.
Now she is a member of many
socio-cultural organisation and
has helped set up a high school
in her village and continues to
inspire local people to invest
money in setting up schools and
colleges and health care pro-
jects. The children hospital
that was set up in the Satkhira
town with the financial help
and institutional guidance of
one of her philanthropist
gll—luysician relation national

fessor Dr. M. R. Khan stands
now as a monument of her dedi-
cated service, inspirational

idance and a deep feeling for
umanitry in distress.

fittiluiH.t acts are stranger than

Fatwabaz people in the vil-
lages still nﬁpusc literacy pro-
gramme and women employ-
ment under different NGOs in
the rural areas. Reports are
there that women have been
subjected to humiliation, tor-
ture and even divorce on the ba-
sis of some fatwas issued by
these fatwabazs. And the con-
clusion is : the social prejudice
and double standard of moral-
ity prevailing in countries like
Bangladesh tend to stigmatise
women even if they had been

sinned against instead of sin-
ning.

‘Thewriteris Controller of
Examinations, 1BUET. i
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countries but this can only be
few cases.

The Maharastra government
has rejected the findings of Sri
Krishna commission which has
indicted its two ruling parties
for the communal riots in 1991-

92 that saw a killing of many
people in the altermath ol the
Babri mosque demolition. At
that time, the Congress was in
power in the state and the BJP
and the Shiv Sena were in the
opposition. The commission
said these two parties played ac-
tive role in the trouble.,

It appears ridiculous that
city of the size of Mumbai where
more than one crore people live
and a country of the size of In-
dia will be benefited by ex-
pelling some people on the

round of being "foreigners”.

he main idea behind the drive
seems political with a commu-
nal overtone and it is plausible
to think that Maharastra gov-
ernment cannot pursue with
case with weak moorings.

[t is laudable that secular
parties in India have openly
come out against this move.
Maharastra's ruling coalition
suffered electoral reverses in
the last national elections as
their opponents won most of
the fecFera] parliament seats
from the state. The coalition is
seeking to face the next state as-
sembly elections with some new
slogans or issues. Although the
state polls are still far off, the
discovery of the "Bangladeshis”
could be a part of the new poli-
cies of the state governmeint to
drum up support on cheap sub-
jects.
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Justification

Sir, How justifiable was it
for our ]:lrlme minister to attend
the Colombo meeting, that I
don't know. What | know is that
she should have been with the
flood victims at that very mo-
ment.

How justifiable was it for
celebrating akika of our prime
minister's 'Natni’ at "Shena

*Kunjo" that I don't know. What |
know is that 19 paisa and
130gm of rice per head are allot-
ted in Mirsoral under Chit-
tagong district, which is not
even good enough for a day for
the flood victims.

How justifiable was it to in-
vite thousands of distinguished
guests and journalists from all
over the world including CNN
when inaugurating BJMB on
June 23rd, that I don't know.
What | know is that the same
amount -of money could have
been used for power generation
or any other constructive sec-
tors. '

If majority of the people in
position are unjust and per-
sonal benefits are the only
things that interest them, then
who will guide our country for-

ward? Our prime minister talks
about her fathers dreams. How
will she justify the discrepan-
cies that exist between her fa-
ther's dream and her inabilities
in running the government in
almost every sector. | don't have
a.u.|113,|r answer. | bet no one has ei-
er.

Md Alam
USA.

A son lost

Sir, Mr Rafiqul Islam has
been allotted a very important
portfolio ‘the Home Ministry’
which he arp;;arcntly cannot
uphold and failed most Iggl:]ﬂy.
T‘Ee mrtr-indul'icnce has to
such a at the pampered
police force don't even hesitate
to defy order of the Home Min-
ister. Law and order has gone
from worse to worst, and still
the Home Minister seems to de-
fend the police d ent.

We learned from newspapers
that he has instructed the police
'not to torture any accused dur-
ing interrogation.’ After so
many deaths in the police cus-
tody is not this instruction a bit
too late? Why had he remained

oblivious when other such inci-
dents took place?

He further disclosed that he
would discuss with the Prime
Minister the matter of giving
'financial compensation' to
Rubel's family. May | ask: what
can com te a son lost? Will
the whole world be suffice?

Nur Jahan

. East Nasirabad, Chittagong

Pro-hartal
anti-hartal

Sir, It is observed that the
Euve.:mment arranges huge anti-
artal processions during har-
tal period called by opposition
parties. This causes clash be-
tween two groups of procession-
ists causing greater number of
casualties/injuries. Moreover
when a procession is obstructed
they become more violent. We
think if anti-hartal processions
are not arranged and no
obstruction is made during har-
tal then everything will be
peacefull. In this way govern-
ment, and for that matter the

country will be benefited.
During hartals even police
should not be interfering. They

should D}!‘Iﬂ}r 1.1i|ri:;l':I life and
property. is a democratic
rlﬁl;t wﬁlch the AL also enjoyed
when

they were in opposition.

A F M Moeenul Islam
n Residential Area

Chittagong

"Visa pangs"
Sir, There are a few countries
in the world i.e. Middle East,

, and :
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upon us Bangladeshi, who are
about to obtain visa to enter
those countries. | having visited
many countries in the world,
have seen what our people were
normally up to. The losing of
passports, preparation of false
papers and obtaining fake pass-
ports are normal for our people.
Year after year, thousands of
workers enter those countries,
mysteriously blend in, never to
be seen in public life. Owners of
industries, restaurants and
workshops are eager to hire
people liﬂc them, because the
salaries paid are a fraction
compared to their own people.
iddle East is famous for

sending back shiploads of
Bangladeshi workers. Mr Khan
in his letter "Visa Pang" printed
in the DS (23.7.98) expressed his
annoyance regarding the visa

obtaining process. Mr Khan,
you might have been one of
those rare individuals who had
a decent reason to obtain a visa.
But trust me, most of them
don't. The reason why the offi-
cials demand to see the total
reservation, tickets, invita-
tions letters and financial
statements is simply because to
verify the true intent of their
visits and whether those per-
sons concerned can financially
sustain themselves.

Shagar
Dhaka

"Sonali Get Bronzy"

Sir, 1 have read with appre-
ciation your editorial com-
ments on the disastrous per-
formance of Sonali bank, UK.
This is not the unique instance
of Bangladeshi Bank's failure
overseas due mainly to
favouritism, nepotism and cor-

rupt practices of the oflicials
posted there and lack of effi-
cient official spupervision from
the head office, which is costing
the nation heavily, both finan-
cially and ethically.

I reiterate your demand of
bringing to book the culprits
and curb their practice so that
no further nose-diving is expe-
rienced in the future for mal-
practices and they work jointly
to keep the image of the nation
high in the financial world.

The UK government, one can
realise, do not run as that of
ours, They have the law of the
land and no one is above it. And
| appreciate their graciousness
to save our bank from total clo-
sure. But yet [ would urge upon
the authority concerned to con-
tinue their efforts to convince
their colleagues ir. the UK to al-
low the new company to remain
engaged in the remittance of our

e-earners who are a part of
the backbone of our ailing
economy.

A F Rahman,
Dhaka



