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Down to Earth
Limitations of Specialised
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Treatment Facilities

Lately the Health Minister
has submitted the final draft of
the health policy to the Prime
Minister. The draft covers some
important aspects of the coun-
try's healthcare system. This
marks a big step in the progress
in the health sector.

Yet, the limitations in the
field of specialised treatment of
certain serious diseases of the
heart and the kidney can nei-
ther be ignored.

There is no doubt that the
country has achieved some
significant progress in provid-
ing facilities for diagnosis and
treatment of the diseases in
these fields both in the public
and private sectors. Yet some of
the affected people feel that
such facilities in the country
and particularly in the city,
are not quite upto the standard.
Hence there has been a tenden
these days among some well-o
people to go abroad for better
treatment. Even some cities in
the neighbouring country at-
tract such patients.

Effective treatment for seri-
ous heart and kidney diseases
require modern and sophisti-
cated diagnostic tools. Some
public sector institutions like
the Institute of Cardio-vascular
Diseases and the CMH in the
city are said to have such facili-
ties.

Some well-known private
clinics reportedly have such fa-
cilities too for treating heart

Dacoity in a

city house

By Staff Correspondent

Dacoits robbed gold orna-
ments, cash and valuables
worth over Tk one lakh from a
house in city's Lalmatia area in
the early hours of }resterda{;o

Police said a gang of about
four entered the house of Ena-
mul Jalil Khan at Block-B in
Lalmatia hrcakjng 3:3}:11 win-
dow rods at about 3.30 am,

The robbers, equipped with
sharp weapons, tied up Enamul
and forced the other members
of the family to open a number
of almirahs, police added.

Police said the dacoits left
the house after taking Tk 60
thousand in cash, gold orna-
ments weighing about 12 vhori
and valuables, including some
electronic goods.

None, however, was arrested
in this connection till filing of
this report late last night. A
case was filed yesterday with
Mohammadpur thana in this
regard.

4 tiger cubs
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Arjun had earned notoriety
by tearing the head of a rag
picker last year.

The vets were on alert, even
on the weekend, monitoring the
health of the cubs. |

A pair of the leopards earlier
gave gmh to three cubs, who are
also doing well.

Besides pairs of waterbuck,
python, baboon and peacock
also had their babies last
month.

CHT talks
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over nomination of non-tribal
members in the interim re-
onal council was sorted out.
ut he declined to elaborate.
Later, talking to newsmen
PCJSS Chairman Shantu
Larma said that nothing was
discussed in today's meeting

By ASM Nurunnabi

diseases. Although [fixing
pacemakers or ballooning an-
gloplastics or angiograms are
more or less common as part of
specialised treatment, many be-
lieve the ballooning involves
some risk. This may be a lay-
man's view.

Recently, as per newspaper
reports, a Bangladeshi heart
surgeon, in Paris, did some an-
giograms in a private heart
clinic near the city, while on a
visit here. Of course, with such
facilities. heart surgeons in the
city have repnrted}y been doing
such operations from time to
time. Although by-pass surgery
is considered a more elaborate
procedure, there are instances
of such successful surgery with
the available expertise and
medical infrastructure.

The number of kidney dis-
eases is also said to be quite
high in the country although no
statistics are available on the

number of kidney patients re-
quiring renal dialysis as a
means of survival. Reportedly,

there are a total of about 29
dialysis machines used by both
the public and private sectors
in the city.

A private renal clinic situ-
ated on Road No. 8 of the
Dhanmondi residential area
reporiedly owns 13 ol the ma-
chines. :

[t is understood that this
clinic has been doing good hu-
manitarian service with the
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nology (India), transportation
and communication
(Thailand). Energy (Myanmar).
and Tourisin and Fisheries (Sri
Lanka).

In the trade and investment
area, the economic cooperation
would cover exchange of infor-
mation and establishment of a
database involving tariff rates,
trade statistics, non-tariff mea-
sures, import/export regula-
tions and regulations-related to
Investment and production.

Promotion ol joint invest-
ment and business between
members, implementation of
trade facilitation measures
such as customs procedures and
mobility of business people
should also be covered in the
trade and investment area.

The meeting decided to de-
velop an action plan, which is
likely to be adopted at the
tourisin summit to be held in
India later this year.

The meeting held that in or-
der to promote private sector
participation in the BIMSTEC
cooperation projects and to en-
sure implementation of work
lnlans, it is necessary to estab-
ish a BIMSTEC Chamber and
Commerce and Industry
(BIMSTEC CCI). It is also neces-
sary Lo designate private sector
representatives to coordinate
work in each sub-sector among
the private sector groups of the
member countries.

The meeting observed Lhat to
promote trade and investment
in the region, cooperation
should be extended further ex-
cluding the existing five sub-
sectors.

The areas to be included in
the list are: Trans-Asia railway
and highway, rubber, tea, coffee,
coconut and spices, automotive
industries and processed foods.

The existing sub-sectors in-
clude textiles and clothing,
drugs and pharmaceutical,
gems and jewelry, information

help of these machines. But the
clinic is said to be having prob-
lems in its expansion pro-
gramme. With the limited space
in which the clinic is function-
ing there seems to be little sco

for its expansion, although the
owners have necessary funds
and other supports for render-
ing greater service to the pa-
tients. Hence the need for
shifting that renal clinic to a
more commodious site.

Such facilities in some pub-
lic hospitals and private clinics
are not good enough to produce
significant impact. Cases of
kidney transplants, the last
hope, are said to be very few.
The survival rate in such trans-

lants at the aforesaid clinic,
or instance, is hard to deter-
mine.

Usually the well-off patients
wanting such transplants tent
to go abroad.

In this count
more time to build up necessary
medical infrastructure with

rofessional expertise to per-
orm kidney transplants.

The point is quite obvious
that for the specialised treat-
ment of heart and kidney dis-
eases considerable costs are in-
volved for the affected parties.
But the cost may greatly be re-
duced by setling up the required
standard in surgical expertise
with all supporting facilities in
the country. The objective does
not seem hard to achieve.

it may take

BIMSTEC states

Asia is a potentially large and
unsaturated markel unlike
other regions, the meeting said
that BIMSTEC could. therefore,
utilise the advantage to expand
trade and investinent in other
sectors of the grouping on a
gradual basis.

Identifying the importance
and priority needed to develop
the road and rail connections
among the member states, the
meeting agreed that they should
work for early establishinent of
the BIMSTEC component of the
southern corridor of the Trans-
Asian railway and Asian High-
way projects.

[t was also agreed at the
meeting that necessary mecha-
nisms would be set up to coor-
dinate efforts and funding of
those projects.

The ministers decided that
they would work together to
lormulate a common position
in areas to be addressed in the
forthcoming discussions of the
new World Trade Organisation
(WTO) round.

The meeting opined that
BIMSTEC should also work
closely in the business sector to
accelerate the development of a
regulatory framework and pre-
pare itsell lor such discussions
at the WTO meetings.

Satkhira
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noon. Before leaving he told
journalists that he would brief
the Prime Minister on the situ-
ation at Baburabad.

Eleven days after the police
action, dozens of injured
women were seen lying on the
corridor of Satkhira Sadar
Hospital today. Some of them
were bullet-hit in the police ac-
tion, hospital sources said.

When contacted, the DC of
Satkhira told this correspon-
dent that the action at
Baburabad was taken as per a
decision of the relevant author-
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» But the youths
. down from the rickshaw.

Viral fever
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headache; bodyache and red-
ness of eye along with the fever,
In such cases, patients can take
Tab. Paracetamol (500 mg)
thrice daily and Tab. Anti-his-
tamin twice daily. The Anti-
histamin tablet is not a good
drug for the latric group, es-
pecially children under the age
of 2 T%cara he added.

ough the fever mainly af-
fects the upper respiratory tract
but in many cases it also affects
the lower tract causing pneu-
monia if the patient is in poor
physical condition, malnour-
ished or immune suppressed. Dr
Islam said.
Dr leiam said patients hav-

ing allergy should consult with
doctors because they may de-
velop Bronchial Asthma,

Chronic Bronchitis as viral in-
fection increases the sensitivity
of mucosal tract.

Dr Islam who treated a good
number of such patients, ad-
vised the affected ns to use
separate handkerchief to pre-
vent droplet infection which
can affect the healthy persons
living with him. Clothes used
by the patients should be kept
away from the children. All
should be very careful, particu-
larly about safe dispos£ of exc-
reta and drinking water, he
said. <

College girl
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to comfort a speechless Rima.

Police said they will produce
Rima before court today and
then hand over her to her par-
ents. But the abduction case
filed by Rima’'s father would
take legal course unless it is
withdrawn, they said.

At their Baburail residence,
the wailing mother and other
family members were still
awaiting Rima's return. But till
late last night, the mother was
not given the shocking news of
her daughter's state of mind.

Her mother burst into tears
while The Daily Star corre-
spondent was taﬁ:ing to her fa-
ther and sister-in-law Khadiza
Begum. Khadiza was accompa-
nying Rima in the rickshaw

en she was abducted.

While the correspondent was
al Rima’s house, the kidnappers
made at least 20 phone calls
threatening the family to with-
draw the case. They aiso threat-
ened that Rima would face dire
consequences il she gives any
adverse statement, the family
members said.

"We now suffer from a deep
sense of insecurity. We seek pro-
tection and justice”, says I&h-
man, a meat trader. The sobbing
mother, Hayatunnessa de-
scribed how much careful she
was while sending their daugh-
ter to college. "Never, | allowed
her to go to college, or anywhere
else alone”.

Khadiza, a Masters' student
at the Eden Girls' College in
Dhaka. then described the story
of kidnapping.

A group ol about five youn
sisters in a white car sto pcﬁ
their rickshaw in front of the
Morgan Girls High School adja-
cent lo the town's busieslt
Bangabandhu Sarak Monda
evening. As the youths dra ef;'
Rima down [rom the rickshaw,
she caught hold of her bhaht

‘Save me bhabi”, she cried
out. Her bhabi sister-in-law
tried to resist the kidnappers.
unched her

Their cries for help drew
some ¢lderly men who made an
attempt to save them. But
threats of dire consequence’
drove them away. Others
nearby just witnessed the kid-
napping ol a young pretly girl.

'As | managed to stand up’,
says Khadiza. "] saw Rima run-
ning towards the Morgan
School and the kidnappers
chasing her." |

But the kidnappers dragged
Rima to the car and threw her
inside. A desperate Khadiza
then made her second bid. She

iy . :' :._.
L e e

Khatoon trying to comfort

her child at

Mugdapara Community Centre yesterday. The child is
guffering from diarrhoea and fever for the last seven days.
She complains that there had been no help from anyone

for the flood victims so far. _ Sqar photo by Sk Enamul Hagq

- Khaleda visits flood-hit Keraniganj

Govt relief yet to reach
rural areas

KERANIGANJ Aug 7: Leader
of the Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia to-
day asked the government to

en gruel kitchen in the flood
allected areas. reports UNB.

“In many [lnu)-hit areas,
people are passing their days
without food. Though the flood
victims around the capital are
grtﬂn%l scanty reliel, relief
goods have not yet reached the
rural areas.” she said.

The BNP chairperson was
briefly addressing a sponta-
neous gathering at Zila Pari-
shad market of Aganagar union
in Keraniganj thana. where she
distnbuted relief materials in
the afternoon.

Begum Zia, distributed relief
at 8 points of different unions

Arms recovered
in Khagrachhari:
3 arrested

From Our Correspondent

KHAGRACHHARI. Aug 7: Po-
lice today recovered a revolver
and twelve bullets from a house
at village Chowdhurypara in
Matiranga thana and arrested
three persons in this connec-
tion.

The arrested are Abdul
Kader, 25, son of Abdul Barek,
Abdur Rahman. 28, son of Chan
Mia, Morshed Alam, 18, son of

Abdur Rahman of village
Comilla Tilla of Khagrachhari
sadar.
Floods™
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unchanged in Chandpur, Bogra

of Keraniganj, including Dha-
leswari ldeal High School and
College, Hasnabad. Pargan-
daria. Bastuhara Primary
School, Aganagar, Lasamganj
Ghat and Mandail Ghat.

Some traders and business-
men of the Zila Parishad mar-
ket handed over cheques am-
ounting to over Tk one lakh to
Begum Zia.

Blaming the government for
fallure in mitigating the mis-
eries of the flood victims, she
said the poor will continue to be
deprived and the development
of the countiy will be stopped if
it remains in power.

Urging the people not to
show any 'sympathy' to the
Awami League in future elec-
tions, she said, "It has been
proved that they are doing the
same thing as they did in the
past.”

Referring to the recent inci-
dent of Bagha at Rajshahi. the
BNP chief said the ruling party
terrorists had stripped two
women as a businessman re-
fused to pay tolls.

She blasted the government
for its failure to protect the dig-
nity of wonien.

—

Donors suggest conversion
of BR into state-owned co

The donors have suggested
conversion of the Bangladesh
Railways into a 100 per cent
state-owned company to reduce
deficit and make it a viable or-
ganisation, official sources said
yesterday, reports BSS.

According to a report,
Bangladesh Railway's (BR's)
deficit stood at Tk 100 crore to
Tk 150 crore annually during
1975 to 1993. The conversion of
a department of a government
ministry into a 100 per cent
state-owned company under the
companies act would be a new
concept, the report said.

The report on organisa-
tional reform of Bangladesh
Railways jointly prepared by
Asian Development Bank (ADB)
and Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA} in
collaboration with the govern-
ment also suggested that the ap-
proval of the cabinet was re-
quired by the end of August this
year to carry out successfully
the conversion programme,

The report said after the ap-
roval the government would
ave to express publicly its res-

CU classes
resume

today

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 7: All
classes of the Chittagong Uni-
versity (CU) will resume tomor-
row after a week-long vacation
for rainy season.

All the offices of the CU will
reopetl on the same day. Stu-
dents have alr{im started re-
turning (o their a%rls.

Teenage prisoner
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give his name.

Meanwhile, the body of
Alaingir was handed over to his
father Abdus Sobhan yesterday
alternoon, jail sources said.

Alamgir was arrested by
Savar police on July 3 for al-
legedly possessing phensidyl
syrup. When contacted, Savar
police claimed last night that
Alamgir was not physically as-
saulted while he was In the
thana custody for a night after
his arrest. )

Lewinsky
From Page 1
she’'s been saving for the past
six months.,” CNN quoted the
source as saying,

Clinton went about his busi-
ness at the White House, hosting
an anti-crime event in the Rose
Garden and escaping reporters'
gquestions about Lewinsky that
were drowned out by the blare of
a military band. His aides pro-
jected a business-as-usual air,

"His mood is great," White
House deputy press secretary
Barry Toiv said.

"We're hopeful that this
means a four-year investiga-
tion that has cost u ds 0F4D
million dollar is finally com-
ing to a conclusion,” Toiv said,
referring to Independent Coun-
sel Kenneth Starr's investiga-
tion that started with the
Whitewater land deal in
Arkansas and expanded 1o

questions of obstruction of jus-
tice inside the White House.

olution and its strong support
for the process to the general
public and to railway Emp1u¥—
ees. The government would
have to take several actions to
initiate the conversion process
and to demonstrate its com-
mitment, it added,

It would appear that BR
could operate a better and more
caneﬂtlve railways, could ac-
tually generate profits and
could reach a substantial posi-
tive cash position if the con-
version to a state-owned com-
pany proceeded, the report ob-
se ;

The report mentioned that
the BR has steadily lost market
share in both passenger and
freight transport markets. BR's
share of passenger traffic fell
from 30 per cent to 12 per cent
and freight traffic from 28 per
cent to 7 per cent, the report

said.
Rubel
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house yesterday.

The CID investigators will
begin questioning the family
members and relatives of Rubel
ludar.
The CID officials hoped that
they would be able to cross-
check the statements of the re-
manded plainclothesmen with
those of AC Akram, another ac-
cused in the murder case, who is
likely to be remanded this
week.

Investigators have so far
confirmed that at least six DB

policemen were directly in-
volved in the torture on Rubel
after he was picked up by the DB

lztam at about 4:30 pm on July
5 7

The CID has also asked two
DB Sub-inspectors to report to
the investigating team for

uestioning in connection with
the murder.

Constable Mir Faruq, an ac-
cused plainclothesman, in his
judicial statement before the
magistrate last week reportedly
named SI Nurul Alam and Si
Tareq as the other members
who were also involved in the
torture.

However, CID investigators
have not found any "useful in-
formation” so far from Hav-
ilder Abdul Quddus of Special
Branch who was arrested a
week ;

Quddus was held for his al-
leged attempt to meet constable
Parvez, also an accused in the
case.

The five-day remand of Qud-
dus ended yesterday and he is
likely to be produced before the
('MM's court today.

PM's interview
on Star Plus
today

Star Plus, a satellite TV
channel, will telecast and "in-
terview-cum-profile” of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at 8
pm today. an official of Star TV
network said, reports BSS.

The inlerview, which was

taken by Indian journalist Ms
Tavleen Singh, will be aired in
the Star Plus' popular pro-
ramme ‘Ek din, ek jeevan,”
ighlighting the activities of
the daily schedule of the prime
minister.

rom 29th August, 1998.
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Two NGO officials

MANIKGANJ, Aug 7: Two
NGO officials were electrocuted

The inquiry report also

nst Bal Thackeray saying,
ere is no concrete evidence

20 hurt as BCL

factions of pro-Awami League

nificant decline in central gov-
ernment borrowing from the
Bangladesh Bank." the WB said.

tificates and the increase in in-
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t HT Affairs Ministry, em- | Dowlatpur thana, repo : anohar Joshi to commu- They said the clash erupted | cent growth in domestic credit, Editor : Mahfuz Anam
ployment of most of the SS Police said Abdul Hannan, nalise the report as -Mus- | when a faction protested l:.lh': an lngcreane in the bank rate Jox

members who returned to nor-
mal life, reinstatement in ser-
vices and other of the gov-
mrd t as per the peace ac-
cord.

33, and Humayun Kabir, 28,
Zonal Savings Coordinators of
the '‘Prashika,’ died when LhI?r
touched live cable of Palli Bid-

dyut Samity at 11:30 pm.

lim" and "anti-Hindu" was
highly reprehensible and a "di-
rect provocation” to incite ha-
tred against the minorities once

again

J

announcement of a 41-member
new committee of the local unit
of BCL and assaulted its presi-

dent and secretary Kanchan
and Hannan.

from 7.5 per cent to 8 per cent
and strict surveillance of the
balance sheets of banks fre-

's discount window.

lguently using Bangladesh
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