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Timely Reminder

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina could not have
done truth a greater service when she accentuated
unimpeded rule of law as a sine qua non for
democracy in her inaugural speech at the three-
day seminar on amd governance which, jointly
sponsored by the Ministry of LGRD and UNDP, be-
gan in the city yesterda!. Indeed democracy runs
the risk of being labelled as a recipe for chaos un-
less rule of law is guaranteed. Arresting deteriora-
tion in country's law and order has been one of the
greatest cha?{enges for Sheikh Hasina’'s Awami
League government. It was there in her party's elec-
tion manifesto and more than two years down the
line in power, this still remains the most for-
midable task for her government. There is no way
one can underestimate the vastness and difficulty
of the challenge though. Re-establishing rule of law
in Bangladesh is a mindboggling business because
years of unabated abuse of laws by individuals
have brought institutions on the verge of collapse.
From banks to law enforcing agency there is
hardly any institution in the consciousness of the
civil society which escaped tampering. It calls for
a huge overhauling both of attitude and system as
well as a departure from traditional concepts to
make things hum again to the benefit of the people.
Nothing is too hallowed to be immune to this
pervasive demand for change. Even the judiciary,
usually an untouched component in governance,
needs to be shaken up. To promote accountability
in every sphere of life judiciary has to get out of its
absession with the idea of Contempt of Court .

But come as she may time and again to this issue
of seminal significance, the same amount of sin-
cerity and urgency which her words so unmistak-
' ably exude, is yet to be reflected in action. There is
no doubt Sheikh Hasina's government has taken
' some very laudable and hope-generating decisions
like ior restructuring the local government system
tor an enhanced and efficient involvement of peo-
i ple in the development Emcesa but by and large the

lirm political will which is a must for making the
. reterms meaningful has not been there. For that
satter we would have liked to see much more
firniness and transparency in the government at-
titude to reforms in the financial sector. Continued
factional feud in the student wing of the ruling
party is the other major problem that has tended to
take the underpinnings off PM's commitment to
the rule of law. There is no doubt time is ripe for
massive reforms in all sectors. But before that we
have to have the preparedness to make reform
meaningful and both the parties in power and op-
pusitionn need to realise that. |

Unsustainable Liabilities

That the 19 state-owned textile mills have been
on a tailspin is common knowledge but what must
' be jarringly revealirg to many is that their accu-
mulated loss to-date stands at Tk 1000 crore. Their
bankruptcy is so horrendous simply because the
gsovernment has been doling out Taka four crore in
salaries per month untenably impelled by their
paltry moufhly earning averaging out at less than

Tk 50 lak!:. With them being so much in the red, .|

the units evidently could not even dream of putting
any money into BMRE for years together with most
of their power looms going dysfunctional or oper-
ating on low capacity.

Now the finance ministry has finally decided, it
- we¢ins, to put its foot down proclaiming that it is no
- longer prepared to pay salaries to the employees of
- the loss-making industries. The action apparently
- follows a notice served on the textile units that
they either broke even or wound up. One would
have thought that most of these textile mills were
. put on the disinvestment list and that it is only a

matter of time before they are taken over by the
private sector. Since the privatisation process is
moving at a snail's pace and the government is at
odds with subsidisation they have only asked them
to fend for themselves in the interim. But we are at
a loss to understand as to whom the directive is
aimed at: the government corporation appointed
management of those units or the workers.

Any way, the government has two examples to %t}
by. First, they have already closed down nine mills
which had incurred Tk 230 crore losses over the
years. Severance benefits must have been paid to
the workers of the affected units. So, there is a
tested methodology in hand to replicate and get rid
of the liabilities as quickly as possible. Secondly,
one has to study the lone success story of the Chit-
tagong Textile Mills in the public sector and have a
few other state-owned units, still with some life
left in them, follow the former's footsteps.

Try any of the alternatives, but ensure at all
costs that the national exchequer is not bled white
by them anymore.

We Denounce It

Today is the Hiroshima Day.

After August 6, 1946 when Hiroshima was de-
stroyed and its population wiped off by the impact
of the first atomic bomb used on people, power
came to man not just to kill a nation but the whole
planet, making it as dead as the moon or mercury.
The knowledge of this did not elevate him to god-
hood but threw him down the abyss of unsurpass-
able immorality.

Leo Zilard, the physicist emigre from Hungary
feared Hitler wnuFd any day have the ultimate
weapon under a push-button — most leading nu-
clear physicists, Hahn and Meitner et al were Ger-
man and in Germany — and the world would fall at
the feet of Nazism never again to be salvaged. He
got Einstein to petition and talk President Roo-
sevelt into launching what came subsequently to
be known as the Manhattan Project. By the time
the Bomb was complete and ready Germany had
surrendered and Japan was frantically suing for
peace. The incomparable organised a physicists’
resistance against the Bomb, demanding its scut-
tling. Harry S Truman went ahead to bomb Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki to subject the world to a nu-
clear blackmail.

If men were men, the Hiroshima inferno would
force all nations to rise as one man against the
fabrication of such an anti-life, anti-planet im-
moral thing. No, the nations did not denounce the
Bomb. It was left only to individuals who resisted
“and exposed the immorality of the Bomb and its
makers. And now the Bomb has come to the sub-
continent. The states of the subcontinent have
swallowed the Bomb, it seems. Now it is left to the
humanity of us individuals to denounce and resist
the Bomb. We shall all be sinning gravely if we do
not register ourselves against the immoral demon
by even a shout in the public square. The remem-

| brance of Hiroshima impels us to that.
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Let There be an Opportunity

FTER meeting Pakistan

Prime Minister Nawaz

Sharif last month at
Islamabad, | was confident that
he would delink Kashmir from
nuclear confrontation. I found
Foreign Minister Gohar Ayub
hawkish in his attitude. But
Sharif was in such a frame of
mind that I expected him to
accept Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee's offer of no-
first use in Colombo.

True, Sharif was under pres-
sure, but not from the army, as
he himself told me. It could not
have been from Benazir Bhutto,
who herself supported the no-
first-use proposal. Sharif's
Muslim League was his own
creation and, therefore, could
not have posed him a challenge.
(General Jahangir Karamat Ali,
the Pakistan chief of army
staff, is said to have opposed
nuclear tests, though the middle
ranks were for it).

My impression is that he is
afraid of hardliners who claim
to speak in the name of Pak-
istan as well as Islam. Their
strength is limited. But their
sentiment is substantial. None
dares to come in their way be-
cause they have roughnecks in
their ranks and a bagful of reli-
gious metoric. Their increasing
say, after nuclear tests, can be
judged from a piognant remark
that a famous Urdu poetess,
Kishwar Nahid, made before
me: In 50 years we won the bat-
tle to wear a half-sleeve blouse
but we are now back to square

L

Before nuclear tests, Sharif's emphasis was on the resumption of talks on Kashmir. He was not

to Resume

that

after "agreeing" to a joint working group on Kashmir, New Delhi "went back" on its word. But Vagjpayee
has said that his government is ready for talks on Kashmir despite cross-border incidents.
This should clear the air of doubts.

Just as Shiv Sena has its
way in Maharashtra (no Pak-
istani team can play in the state
nor can a Pakistan artiste per-
form there) or the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad goes wild in Gu-
jarat and most parts of UP, so
do fundamentalists in Pak-
istan's Punjab, the ruling state.
The NWFP and Sindh are com-
paratively less agitated. That
Sharif should be so indulgent to
the fanatics indicates that his
popularity is on the decline. It
also means that he needs all the
crutches he can muster for sup-
port. The worst part is that he
has become dependent on
chauvinists, who are united in
their demand for not delinking
Kashmir from the bomb.

Still the delinking is inipor-
tant because Kashmir is a prob-

lem, which it will take time (o
solve. Should the peoples in the
subcontinent live daily in fear
of death till the two sides have
sorted out Kashmir? A misad-
venture, an accident or a wrong
assessment can end up in a nu-
clear holocaust. If air space vio-
lations by India. denied
strongly by Air Marshal Sa-
reeri, can provoke Sharil to
huri threats, the situatici is
indeed explosive. And it needs
immediate attention. Even at

the height of cold war between
Washington and Moscow, there
was a scope to rectily mistake
because it would have taken 15
to 20 minutes for a missile to
span the distance. India and
Pakistan live by cheek and
jowl. One mistake and it is all
over.

Both sides have been
shelling for some time the terri-
tory along the line of control in

switching to heavy artillery?
Take the air space viola-
tions, which have annoyed
Pakistan. the most. Could Is-
lamabad not check with New
Delhi the veracity of viola-
tions? New Delhi could also
have conveyed on the hot line if
its planes had strayed into Pak-
istan air space. The absence of
such recourse indicates not
only a lack of faith but also the
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Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

Jammu and Kashmir. When |
was in Lahore last month, one
Pakistani journalist told me
that the shelling had assumed
serious proportions. [ dis-
missed it as an exercise, which
both sides went over every now
and then. Sharifs warning to
India against "its irresponsible
attitude” has made me con-
scious of the escalation, which
is taking place. It cannot be an
accident. If so, why the two
sides did not use the hot line to
ascertiain the facts and came to
an understanding before

address.

Police Brutality
in the US

Sir, As [ was surfing e In-
ternet, | came across a websile
where I found that human
rights organisations have ac-
cused local governments and
federal officials in the United
States of failing to address a
common human rights abuse
there: police brutality.

A human rights report pub-
lished recently has charged that
shoddy internal investigations
do not hold police officers ac-
countable for abusive acts, and
that criminal prosecutions

rarely - result. v Civilat ' reviedw -

agencies lack the funding and
access they need to monttor po-
lice adequately. Some cities pay
tens of millions of tax-pavers’
dollars in civil lawsuits alleg-
ing brutality, rather than ad-
dressing the underlying prob-
lems.

The report is based on re-
search conducted in 14 cities
over a two-year period and
found several problems com-
mon to all of them. The cities
are: Atlanta, Boston, Chicago,
Detroit, Indianapolis. Los An-
eles, Minneapolis, New Or-
eans, New York, Philadelphia,
Portland, Providence, San
Francisco and Washington D.C.

"Police departments like to
claim that each high-profile
abuse is an aberration. commit-
ted by a "rogue’ officer.” the re-
port says. 'But these human
rights violations persist be-
cause the accountability sys-
tems are so defective.”

Abuses such as unjustified
shootings, severe beatings, fatal
choking and other forms of bru-
tal physical treatment have
been reported in cities through-
out the United States. These
abuses, and officials’' unwill-
ingness to curtail them, are vio-
lations of international human
rights treaties by which the US
is bound. They are also viola-
tions of most police depart-
ments’ policies, and state and
federal law. Furthermore, they
are a betrayal of the public
these officers are sworn to
serve.

The report maintains that
data on police abuse is very
hard to obtain. Internal affairs
units operate under a cloak of
secrecy and are reluctant to re-
lease even basic information
about their activities. In 1994,
Congress instructed the Justice
Department to compile statis-
tics and produce an annual re-

rt on the use of excessive
orce nationwide. Nearly four
ears later, no such report has

n published.

According to the report, in
the cities where such data are
available, minorities have al-
leged human rights violations
by police more frequently than
white residents, and far out of
proportion to their representa-
tion in those cities. Police have
sub]j:r:tcd minorities to appar-
ently discriminatory treatment
and have physically abused
minorities while using racial
epithets.

Obaydullah
Dhaka

"SOFA" ... the fuss
created

Sir, I hail the statement of
the State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
"l really do not understand the
fuss that's being created on this
matter”.

Whereas the gesture shown
by the US to offer assistance on
humanitarian ground and in
the disaster management

should have been welcomed and

accepted tre[ﬁ‘ht away without
outside interference.

Now | have a relevant ques-
tion to ask: where were those
‘marked’' intellectuals and so-
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called nationalists, when the
Hill Tract peace accord was
signed which categorically
stands contrary to the constilu-
tional provisions and clearly
violates the national
sovereignty. Let's not create any
more fuss and accept the reality
— whatever help and assistance
that come our way are for the
betterment of the country.

A F Rahman
Dhaka.

SOFA

Sir, Hats off to the State

Minister of Foreign Affairs for.

'Eit : .Eenrt comments en the
alatus ol Force m
(SOFAY with theingﬁ_ r-:-\,ﬂ?.::ﬂ’t
cially lor his brushing aside the
preposicrons acCustihions Lo
those obsessed witli the 'history
bug’. The prime name of the
game is pragmalism bereft of
ever indulging in collective
sentiments, empty and mean-
ingless past glories.

Should not we take lessons
from giants like China and
Russia, literally crawling on all
in the supreme interest of their
economy and trade facilities
from the USA and the West?
Has not the Indian govt signed
ug with the western countries
PSC for the exploration of oil
and gas? Whereas, our intellec-
tuals are indulging in false
bravado by unwittingly trying
1o slam the doors on the West
with ridiculous propaganda.
Those empty bombastic anti-
US bogey-bashing days of the
1960s have come to its end. A
segment of our leadership are
invariably found to resurrect
this evil monster.

The State Minister therefore
wondered in his interview
wherein he raised the rationale:
"Why all this fuss on SOFA?
Let's hope this benevolent hu-
manitarian agreement for the
innocent are not blown up be-
yond proportions.” As a Chit-
tagonian [ was a keen witness to
the excellent relief and rehabil-
itation efforts = 'Sea An-
gels’ under SOFA in 1991. | must
admit that, life and death is
solely in the hands of Allah. |
must also admit that, essential
water and food timely supplied
by the American 'Sea Angels’
reaching the most inaccessible
areas of Chittagong and the out-
lying islands by the "hovercraft'
resulted in savingé:wple who
wotild otherwise had perished.

Salahuddin Yacoob Jamal
E/G #9. Firozshah, Chittagong

SOFA and hard
stands

Sir, Some regional policies
and stands have to be sorted out
hefore President Clinton's con-
templated visit to Bangladesh
later this year. The SOFA issue
can be settled in only one way if
the visit is to materialise at all.
The time available is short.
Hence the pressure will mount
every week. How long can
Bangladesh's resistance last,
noting that SOFA is coming
back for discussion more than
once?

Russia and India would not
like Bangladesh to come under
the SOFA umbrella. Two CIS
countries have already been
'SOFAed’, perhags to Russia's
dismay. It may be noted that
these are Muslim majority ar-
eas, vis-a-vis the US open stand
on Islam — none too friendly
excepl where there is oil/gas

and within US control.
Bangladesh is gas-rich and
power-poor, and the Americans
are as busy as bees, over burn-
ing gasfields, or power genera-
tion contracts.

Russia and India are old al-
lies, and how much this will in-
fluence and affect Bangladesh is
yet to be seen. The New Delhi-

( alcutta relationship cannot be
ignored, as also the Calcutta-
Moscow platonic affinity.
Myanmar is under interna-
tional scrutiny, with a commeon
border with Bangladesh. Hence
the chances of Russian influ-
ence taking root in Dhaka is
remote. With the US presence
very much visible in Dhaka,
will the Indo-Russian pressure

count? Not Iikclr. ut the
SAARC region will be under
some international tension.

Who will, and can, defuse it?
The situation is beginning to gel
complicated.

Now a blunt question: How
Calcutta feels about New Delhi
and Dhaka. looking into the
new century? The West Bengal
society appears to be more de-

enerative than regenerative.
espite the great Jyoti Babu's
19-year contribution. No option
can be ruled out. Bangladesh
needs the highest level of
diplomacy to monitor the gath-

ering clouds. .« = e o=
A-Husnain
Mandela's wedding

Sir. Nelson Mandela. always
fond of wearing colourful and
floral dresses, at last have paid
an obedient heed to the wedcdiny
tips made earlier by his good
friend Archbishop Desmond
Tutu. Nelson, always with an
attractive smiling face having
his worldwide fans of all a%les.
was reportedly in love with a
roung lady of 50 plus(!) who is
i; profession a lawyer and
philanthropically an interna-
tional campaigner for chil-
dren's rights. Since their first
mﬂelg:lg in early '90s the couple
started an unusual episode of
relationship. Mandela on the
eve of his 80th birthday has tied
a further wedding knot.

I think his decision to trans-
form a love-affair at this stage
of life into a wedding would
surely put an end to all criti-
cism and controversies, Perti-
nently. 1 could not check mysell
in recalling a disappointed
Winnie Madikizela who, despile
an enormous unrest in her
r.nnl]ugal life, sacrificed a long
spell of 27 years for this old
man. ,

Still lots of wedding wishes
for Mandela and his Mozam-
bigque sweetheart.

M Muhibbul Abrar Choudhury
Chittagong

Mini WC venues

Sir, With reference to the
fast ensuing Mini World Cup
scheduled in late October "98 it
is noted that the entire tourna-
ment will be held in Dhaka.
Thanks to the Chittagong city's
mayor, the local stadium has
received a face-lift with the
electronic giants 'Siemens’ in-
stalling the new flood-lights
and electronic score-board sys-
temi(s). Hence, the Chittagong
stadium is in a unique position
to hold cricket matches of the
aforesaid international cate-

ory.

5 r{wnuld even suggest that Ra-
jshahi, Mymensingh and
Khulna stadiums are equally
capable. Such holding of
cricket /football matches in dif-
ferent venues are definitely not
an aberration but the norms
not only in India and Pakistan,
even the recently-concluded
World Cup football matches
were held in 10 different cities,
throughout France.

Above all, the captain
Akram Khan, the jewel in the
'‘cricket crown' of Bangladesh
and many other veteran crick-
eters are the proud sons of Chit-
tagong. Hence, holding a few
such 'mega’ events will give a
tremendous boost to the promo-
tion of cricket which Chit-
tagong so veritably deserves.

I, therefore, urge the Prime
Minister to extend her helping
hand to this matter.

Salahuddin A Khan,
Firozshah, Chittagong

i

continuation of enmity. These
incidents may lessen or disap-
pear as the days go by as has
happened in the past. But the
two countries will always be sit-
ting on a volcano if they do not
normalise their relations re-
garding nuclear option.

In an unfriendly environ-
ment, Sharif's statement that
New Delhi will be responsible
for war in South Asia if "Indi-
ans continue killing innocent
Kashniiris" is unfortunalte.
Whatever is happening in
Kashmir is nothing new. In
fact. the militancy in the valley
is more or less over. Why should
he talk of war now? Is it because
Pakistan has the bomb? The
entire approach is faulty. He
should remember he swept the
polls on the plank of good rela-
tions with India. Benazir
Bhutto, who played an anti-In-
dia card, lost heavily.

In fact, Sharif should have a
vested interest in cultivating
India. In the absence of nor-

malcy, he is wholly dependent
on the armed forces. They have
their own ends to serve. There is
always a danger of their step-
ping in as they have done in the
past. Sharif should himself re-
alise this because there is a
whispering campaign that he
may be thrown out. Hotheads
will not save him, a rap-
prochement with India may.

Killings in the areas near
Riasi first, then in Doda and
now in Himachal Pradesh by
allegedly Pakistan-backed ter-
rorists reflect desperation.
They cannot conquer the terri-
tory. By targeting Hindus, the
militants are only alienating
Indian opinion still more,
making the overall settlement
difficult. Even the liberal Indi-
ans tend to turn against Pak-
istan when the news of cold
blooded murders is dissemi-
nated by the Media. That is the
time when they talk about ad-
vancing in to the '‘Azad Kash-
mir'. Otherwise, everyone has
accepted the ‘Azad Kashmir' as
part of Pakistan.

One does not know what
transpired at the one-to-one
meeting between him and Vaj-
payee, but Sharif should have
sought economic assistance
from India. This would have
been an unpopular step in Pak-
istan but it would have helped
the country stave off some diffi-
culties in the wake of sanctions,
India should supply wheat, cot-
tonseeds, iron ore and some
other commodities on credit to
help Pakistan. But this requires
vision, which very few people in
the BJP have. The best bet is Va-
jpayee who, as foreign minister
in 1977, had offered soft bor-
ders between India and Pak-
istan.

Talks

Pakistan should note that
on his return from € oluinbe,
Vajpayee has stated in writing
what the BJP has seldon done,

"Our interest (is) insecure. sta-
ble and prosperous Pakistan.”
are his words. | have often
heard in Pakistan that India
hhas not accepted us." Some odd
-tatements by the BJP leaders
were be cited in support of the
thesis that there was a plan to
undo partition. Vajpayee's cate-
gorical statement should re-
move even lingering doubts.

It poes without saying that
any meaningful relationship
between India and Pakistan is
not possible without a solution
of the Kashmir problem. But
how does the third party's asso-
ciation help? Both countries
have to sort out the problem in
consultation with the people of
Jammu and Kashmir. Arbitra-
tions and mediations do not
work out satisfactorily. In fact,
the Pakistanis recall that they
did not get a good deal on the
Indus waters or the Rann of
Kutch because they had out-
siders to give their judgment.

Before nuclear tests, Sharif's
emphasis was on the resump-
tion of talks on Kashmir. He
was not happy that after "agree-
ing” to a joint working group on
Kashmir, New Delhi "went
back" on its word. But Vajpayee
has said that his government is
ready for talks on Kashmir de-
spite cross-border incidents.
This should clear the air of
doubts. The only problem is
from persons like Gohar Ayub
who say that the talks have to
be "meaningful and substan-
tial." It all depends on the talks.
How can any country give an
undertaking beforehand? And
it is difficult to imagine what
Pakistan will consider "mean-
ingful and substantial." The
only consideration should be
an opportunity to resume talks.
Let them begin first, face to face
without setting any time limit.
The rest will follow.

—=—=

I OPINION

Rubel Killing: A Layman’s View

During my student life
mother used wait in anxiety till
my return home at night and
the same thing happens till
now, Whenever | asked my
mother not to be anxious about
my return, with a smiling face
she used to tell me that as long

jas wasnot a father, L would mot -
be able to understand her feel- -
ings.! Now I.am a father and-}

certainly understand the pains
of Shameem Reza Rubel's par-
ents and the family members of
the departed soul. Not only me
none of the civilised human be-
ings has the lanfua e to con-
demn the brutal killing of a
meritorious student in the
name of law enforcement.

I don't know the total num-
ber of victims who had to pay
with their lives or had been
murdered in the name of law
enforcement under the safe cus-
tody of police since our inde-
pendence. But | certainly know
the partial number which has
been published by the Coordi-
nating Council for Human
Rights in Bangladesh (CCHRB).
That since 1991 till the death of
Shameem Reza Rubel a total of
179 persons have been killed
under police/authorities cus-
tody (CCHRB has recorded this
information from the news re-
ports published in different
dailies). Shameem Reza Rubel is
one of them.

regard —

Syed Tariqul Islam

reau will consider to look into
this matter.

The number of deaths under
custody since 1991 clearly
shows and proves that these
persons were under legal prose-
cution (even some time not un-

der” 1égal/judicial prosécutiofs, |

L‘;‘&E jgﬁﬁ*ﬁ#%n ' et

has been issued against him,
then how and under which au-
thnriﬂr eople's police
(cust iansli. who usually get
their salary form tax-payers'
money are abusing the
chance/power to torture an un-
der-trial prisoner (innocent
victim}?

In the naime of people’s secu-
ritv. what are we getting from
our legal custodians (police)
whom we are maintaining with
our revenue earnings?

We don't know how many
notorious criminals have been
arrested and punished by our

olice force who have bravely
illed Yasmin, Seema, Nuruz-

zaman Sharif and, of late, .

Rubel.!

We know that a judicial in-
lquiry commission has been
orined and it is progressing to
unearth the truth behind the
killing and the killer. We have
sole points to express in this
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Since our independence we
got seven parliaments and these
seven parliaments held a num-
ber ufpstssinns. Whether our
guardians (the position and op-
position politicians or parlia-
mentarians) have ever gave any
thought to this death of people
(in the name of law enforce-
ment!) under police custody. A
lot of people usually face brutal
harassment by the police due to
"Section 54" and our guardians
(politicians) are always fighting
to restore our rights!

We may become confident
that we have a Bureau of Anti-
Corruption. As the news¥apers
reported that a number of police
oflicials’ volume of property
does not match with their legal
income let us hope that the Bu-

— the truth is Shameem Reza
Rubel is dead

— he was not given back
(alive) to his parents or pro-
duced before the honourable
court for trial

-— the police had no legal
permission to arrest Rubel
other than the renowned(?)
"Section 54"

— there was no criminal
record (case) against Rubel in
the local police station when he
was 'apprehended’ by the DB of-
ficials.

If, according to the legal pro-
cediire, the judicial commission
or (e honourable judge do/does
not find any 'evidence' that
Rubel was brutally killed by the
DB officials then can we imag-

ine what would be the verdict?
Whether it would be a verdiet
like the one issued in case of
Seema murder by police in
Chittagong. We hope this will
not happen in case of Rubel
murder and if it happens then
we! Ay prebict some disaster
fcsfuture fet-itbe a wrong pre--:4
dictien)” whitty,' "} am afraid,
miyBe ud'the following: 2 ¢

— In future, if any police of-
ficials come to arrest some one
irom a locality then it is very
likely the local people may take
the law in their hands and po-
lice men might be beaten in the
upst irge.

— In such a situation the
hard core criminals may take
the opportunity to smash the

lice as it happened some days
Egr:k when a mob killed inno-
cent people in the name of child
lifter.

— Guardians (not the police
or the politicians} but the real
parents, out of frustration and
desperation. may march to-
wards the police stations all
over Bangladesh. Now let's try
to imagine how many police
stations and police force we
have and how many parents we
are in Bangladesh, and what
incidences, then may follow.

No more wrong predictions,
let's hope for the best and posi-
tive thinking, so that people
may regain their confidence in
their police forces who have
fought for our independence in
1971. One more thing that 1
would like to know lronn our
guardians (the politicians)
whether they will give patient
thought to this matter?
Whether "Sectlion 54" is essen-
tial for a soverei and
civilised country? With this
question [ have an appeal to our
guardians (politicians), please
organise the police force to se-
cure us, to save us from terror-
ists, to help us. to guard us
against all evil activities, to
help the judicial procedure and
not to kiil the prisoners or in-
nocent people any more. Please
remember that we are the tax
payers and whether we are r
or rich, day labourer or indus-
trialist and we are parents too.
who feel for their wards.
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The Government and the Police

[ read a column in which the

columnist had jotted down
some of the details how the
previous autocratic regimes
corrupted the police system to
serve their own ends. The cor-
rosive effect of this corruption
is naturally persisting even af-
ter the return of democratic
overnance since the early '90s
the latter regimes were never
allowed by the powerful Oppo-
sition to settle down to hard,
serious basic, reforms works. It
is day-tu-dai pushing along of
routine work in an inefficient
manner).

It will take time to cleanse
the evil police system, and it
cannot be done by one single
regime, although one can set the
ball in motion. The trouble
with our politics is its unpre-
dictability . even in the near
future. Stability has not re-
turned since Independence. All
are trying, and the rest accuse

the others!
The recent Rubel death case

A Zabr

has revealed the tip of the ice-
berg of how the police work.
More details, and recommen-
dations would be forthcoming
following the judicial report.
The police reforms has to go in
tandem with the administra-
tive and judiciary reforms, in
an integrated manner. The pub-
lic awareness and sensitivily
have gone so high that matters
cannot be delayed any longer or
kept in abeyance. The public is
not in a mood to wait. The
plunge has to be taken.
Sympathy for the regime in
wer. They cannot act in an
solated manner. So basic are
the pending reforms that the
whole society would be shaken
up (for the better). But the
teething troubles would be
many, and last long, unless
there is political and bureau-
cratic concurrence. It has to be
inted out that these basic re-
orms are Revolutionary in na-
ture, and will call for the great-
est statesimanship on the part of

the leaders of the society to en-
sure a peaceful transition, in
these times of anarch{) and in-
discipline and severe bipolarity
in peolitics.

nder the existing environ-
ment of the governance and
parliamentary standard, the
situation looks pessimistic.
Huge energies and risks are in-
volved. The undertaking needs
unity and boldness even to start
it. Carrying it through is a su-
perhuman task. Bringing down
the reformed system to routine
level will take years,

Do we have the will,
stamina, and the unity to en-
able two or more successive
regimes to complete the opera-
tion without causing instability
in politics, administration, and
in the civic society? It is a
loaded question, which cannot
be answered with any degree of
certainty..

Let the leaders ponder over
some of the points raised above.




