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Gough grinds
W orcester to
a halt

LONDON; Aug 4: England
eac:man Darren Gough swept
orkshire to an overwhelming
English championship victory
ainst Worcestershire on
onday. reports Reuters.
Gough took five for 36 as
Worcestershire were skittled for
94 at their Worcester headquar-
ters.
The innings and 160 runs
success left Yorkshire joint
third. Gough's figures, added to
his four for 30 haul in Sunday's
one-dayer, means he is full of
confidence for this week's de-
ciding fifth Test against South
i’i.fricn on Home at Heading-
ey.

Y"I have been bowling well all
season and now | am getting
figures to prove that | am on
song," said Gough. His victims
included Test ﬂa}r:rs Graeme
Hick and Tom Moody.

Scottish all-rounder Gavin
Hamilton did the rest of the
damage with four for 17.

Worcestershire said today
that they have a new
one-year contract with Tom
Moody to keep their Australian
captain at the English county
side next season,

The deal will go ahead
whether or not Moody is in-
cluded in his country's squad
for the World Cup in the early
part of the summer.

Yorkshire took 24 points
from their fourth win of the
season but remained 42 adrift
of leaders Surey who beal Sus-
sex with a day to spare.

Bad weather spoiled any
challenge envisaged by fourth-
placed cashire and second
placed Leicestershire, their
math at Old Tafford was called
off an hour before the start.

Nottinghamshire's home
game against Northampton-
shire was also washed out.

Kent, in danger of losing to
Derbyshire, had to survive only
32 balls on the final day because
of prolonged rain at Derby.

An undefeated 97 by Martin
Speight saw Durham to safety
against Hampshire at
Southampton.

Nivel regains
consciousness

LILLE., France, Aug 4: A
French policeman has awoken
from a coma, six weeks after be-
ing clubbed over the head by
German thugs d the World
Cup, hospital officials said
Tuesday, reports AP,

Daniel Nivel, 44, regained
consciousness on Monday, and
was taken off a respirator. He
was expected to begin rehabili-
tation in the next few weeks,
Lille hospital said in a state-
ment.

"Daniel Nivel d
hours da_‘i,:r in an ar
the statemen : er
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serious problems con
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understanding and speech an%l

will need extensive rehabilita-

tion.”
The hospital added that

Nivel also was suffering from
muscular problems on his right
side.

Nivel was attacked by a
group of German fans shortly
after a June 21 World Cup
match between Germany and
Yugoslavia in this northern
French town.

At the time of the attack,
Nivel was guarding a police ve-
hicle near the stadium. He was
hit on the back of the head with

an iron bar. .
Four suspects are in custody

in Germany, facing charges of

joint attempted murder and
causing serious bodily harm as
well as disturbing the peace.
Another suspect is iring
France.

German prosecutors say they
have most of the
suspects, but added that their

believe they

investigation remained open.

Premier kabadi

Ansar & VDP and Rifles (Sr)
won their respective matches in
the 5th KM Mainuddin Smriti
Premier kabadi league at the
Outer Stadium yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

In the first match, Ansar
and VDP beat Police "B" by 22-5

oints with two creditable
Emzlas. The first half score was

In the other match, Police
"A" team lost for the first time
in the current league against
Rifles Sr, also by a similar
margin of 22-5 points.
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MELBOURNE, Aug
4: The Australian
Cricket Board
(ACB) said today it
was interested in
new technology
which may reduce contentious
leg before wicket ﬁﬁpisinna in
the game, reports i

ACB national umpiring
manager Tony Crafter said he
was interested in the use of
cameras and computers to de-
liver foolproof Ibw verdicts but
said the introduction of the
technology was 12 months

away.
(?arftcr. who officiated in 33

" Test matches and 85 one-day

internationals as an umpire,
said anything that ensured cor-
rect decisions was worth exam-
ining.

South African sports scien-
tist Time Noakes, head of sports
research at South Africa’'s Cape
Town University, said Monday
he could develop the system

behind the batsman and an-
other beside him.

Noakes said by having the
cameras placed at right angles,
umpires could establish the tra-
jectory and height of the deliv-
ery.

A computer would receive
the information and assess
whether the ball would have hit
the stumps after striking the
batsman's pads.

Crafter said Tuesday he
wanted more information
about the technology.

"l suspect a number of those
sorts of things are in the em-
bryo stage for lbw decisions,”
Crafter said.

"I wouldn't want to see the
human element completely
taken out but I would like to see
what is being proposed. It's im-
portant in cricket, and modern
sport in general, that the right
decisions are given.

"The lbw is a decision that
relies entirely on the umpire's

at least a year off as the Inter-
national Cricket Council (ICC)
would have to approve it at
their next annual general meet-
ing. scheduled for July next
year.

Meanwhile, the ACB is ex-
pected to introduce a new wide
rule to counter negative bowling
tacties for the next Australian
first-class season,

The ICC ruled earlier this
year that umpires would crack
down on leg side bowling to
negative fields or into ers'
footmarks to slow batsman's
scoring rates such deliveries
would be deemed a wide, similar
to international one-day rules.

"It's going to happen in in-
ternational cricket and may be
adopted by the board before our
domestic season,” Crafter said.

"It's usually normal board
policy to adopt what happens in

international cricket as we do
in most other circumstances.”
The Australian side will

withi ks given 270, dol- discretion, but it's not black

lars ?1%?,{}0 US dollars) of and white.” g;ﬁ;ﬂzﬁ!{ihtn;:ﬁ theTICC crack-

funding. Crafter said any use of the ... &: 1“‘5‘!' est tour to
The method puts one camera South African technology was stan from late September.
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Dutch concern

event and he could envisage no
_security benefits if the toama-

LONDON, Aug 4: England's
top clubs should follow the ex-
am‘rle of Manchester United
and Liverpool and invest in
home-grown youth rather than
simply write out cheques for top
foreigners according to p]vlaj,r:rs'

union boss Gordon Taylor, re-
ports AFP.
Taylor, the Professional

Footballers Association chief
executive, says he is appalled by
the number of foreign imports
playing their trade in the En-
glish Premiership.

Of 52 summer transfers, 26
involved players from outside
the British Isles, a situation
Taylor believes cannot be al-
lowed to continue.

"You couldn't have a finer
example of ynunﬁsters being
given a chance than Manch-
ester United and Live
supplied virtually half the
England team during the World
Cup.” lained Taylor.

I:'IH' ?ﬁére were any doubts
about the benefits ol a youth
system then they should have
been obliterated by the success
of Michael Owen.

l, who

.. SAMSTERDAM. . .0

Aug 4 (Reuters/

police are expect-
ing to be over-

stretched during
the 2000 European soccer
championship and their union
is already calling for the three-
week tournament to be
shortened by a week.

On a normal weekday, some
13,000-14,000 police are on
duty, but the demands of the
soccer tournament will cut that
by about a half -- to around the
level for an average Sunday.

That, says the police force
union, is too little.

It would be a problem if
something went off. You could
say we will be relying on every-
one to behave.,” a spokesman
said on Tuesday.

The comments could be in-
terpreted as a general plea for
more manpower, but the police
force has a particular ally in
new home affairs minister
Bram Peper. The former mayor
of Rotterdam has already sug-
gested a shorter Euro 2003.

Peper, a member of the
Labour Party, made his name in
Rotterdam by ordering local
club Feyenoord to bring for-
ward matches scheduled for the
evening to avoid drunken vio-
lence,

In one of his last acts as
ml(al\?\{f}r' he forced the Dutch FA
( B) to move the kickoff of

the Dutch Cup Final to the af-
ternoon.

The Netherlands and Bel-
gium are co-hosting Euro 2000
which is due to run from June
10 to July 2.

A spokesman for the organ-
ising committee said the Dutch
home affairs ministry had al-

| ready agreed to a three-week

| =Intermet): Dutch’l

"The amount of money
Michael is now worth to Liver-

Legends of the
Football League

LONDON, Aug 4 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Just five players from
outside the British Isles made it
onto the Football League’'s list
of 100 legends when it was an-
nounced on Tuesday to mark
the league'’s ::entenally season.

Two goalkeepers featured in
the five -- Germanys Bert
Trautmann, who played for
Manchester City from 1949 to
1964, and Manchester United’s
current keeper Peter Schme-
ichel of Denmark.

They were joined by Schme-
ichel's former teammate Eric
Cantona of France, former Tot-
tenham and Argentina mid-
fielder Ossie Ardiles and Arse-
nals Dutch striker Dennis
Bergkamp on the list which
boasts Sir Stanley Matthews,
Bobby Moore, Geoff Hurst,

Best and Bobby Charlton
among its numbers.

ment was shortened.

Playing all the necessa
matches in two weeks woul
also be near impossible.

GLASGOW, Aug 4: Scotland
World Cup captain Colin
Hendry will return to his native
country to finish his career af-
ter signing for Glasgow Rangers
on Tuesday, reports AP.

The 32-year-old defender
was the subject of protracted
negotiations between the Glas-
Encw powerhouse and Premier

ague team Blackburn — the
clubs finally agreed on a trans-
fer deal worth almost 4 million
pounds (6.5 million dollars).

Rangers, which won nine
Scottish league titles in the last
decade, signed Hendry to a four-
year contract.

He becomes the eighth new
signing at Ibrox since Dick Ad-
vocaat took over as manager
and set about building a team to
win back the Scottish title it
lost to Celtic last season.

Hendry started his profes-
sional career at Dundee in 1983
before moving to England to
join Blackburn in 1987.

He left Ewood Park after 102
league games to join Manch-
ester City in 1989 but returned
to Blackburn in 1991 to play
under Kenny Dalglish.

Hendry helped Blackburn
win promotion to the Premier
League at the end of the 1991-92
season and played a major role
in the side's Premier League title
in 1995.

|

youngsters such as
Granville, who left London for

of first team op

' _per cent don't come off.”

"top footballer Fan

English football needs to
learn from MU, Liverpool

pool would cover their entire
youth development expenditure
. for a number of years."

Taylor cited the example of
Chelsea, who continue to bring
in foreign stars. such as their
latest arrival Marcel Desailly,
at the expense of home-grown
anny

Leeds United because of the lack
rtunities on
offer at Stamford Bridge.

"l sometimes get the impres-
sion that fans are expecting
foreign signings but they would
soon think it a problem if the
England team weren't fighting
on centrestage.

"It is more than coincidence
that countries such as our-
selves, Italy and Spain, all of
whom import huge numbers of
foreign players, failed to do
themselves justice in France.

“There is obviously risk at-
tached to committing funds to
youth development and buying
players from lower leagues but
it is far ﬁgreatr.:r when you buy
players from outside this coun-
try because statistics show 50

Fang yet to
sign deal

SHANGHAL. Aug 4: China's
Zhiyi will
fly to London.far with En-
gﬂsh First Division team Crys-
tal Palace which could make
him the first Chinese to pla
Rrﬂfessinnall}' there. a team ol-
cial said today, reports AFP.

"He has not signed the con-
tract yet. He will leave for Lon-
don next Monday to see if it
suits him," an official of
Shanghai Shenhua Fooltball
Club said.

Palace are reported]
ing 700,000 dollars for
well as bringing his interna-
tional colleague Sun Jihai, who
plays for club side Dalian
Wanda, over for a trial.

29-year-old defender Fan is
captain of the Chinese national
team as well as his Shanghai
club.

A report in the Xinmin
E ews Monday said that
Crystal Palace hoped Fan could
play for the team in its crucial
opening match of the English
leaﬁ:.:: seasons on Saturday
week.

Fang, who has already had
trials with English clubs
Southampton and Tottenham,
was China's player-of-the-year
in 1995 and 1396.

Other reports said Shanghai
Shenhua had received the offi-
cial documents requesting the
transfer and would ee to his
transfer to the south London
team even though it would be a
loss to the club.

The reports said Palace had
indicated it would offer Fang a
three-year contract.

Meanwhile China's official
news agency Xinhua reported
that Beijing Guoan forward
Yang Chen had signed a one-
year contract with Bundesliga
side Frankfurt. '

offer-
ang, as

Sport
The science of lbw!

H

| SL draw tour |

match

Star Sport Monitor

The four-day match between
Middlesex and Sir Lanka ended
as a draw at Lord's on Monday.

The English county, who
started the final day on 123 for
three, dmlde;dt:jgn for batting

practice and up on 231 for
scven

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the fourth and
final day of the tour match be-
tween Lanka and Middlesex
at Lord's on Monday:
MIDDLESEX: First innings 313
SRI LANKA: First Innings 424

MIDDLESEX: Second innings
Goodchild Ibw b Pushpakumara
Kettleborough ¢ Kaluwitharana
b Villavarayan
Nash Ibw b Pushpakumara
Weekes ¢ Dharmasena
b Hathurisingha
Johnson b Perera
Langer ¢ Kaluwitharana
b Pushpakumara
Brown not out 10
Dutch b Hathurisingha 8
Batt not out
Extras: (b-2, Ib-4, nb-8)
Total: (For 7 wkts in 87 overs)
Did not bat: Bloomfield,
Tufnell.
Fall of wkts: 1-27; 2-88; 3-
114; 4-123; 5-142; 6-181; 7-201.

Bowler O M RW
Perera 15 4 34 1
Pushpakumara 18 5 & 3
Dharmasena 17 '6 34 0
Villavarayan 15 1 43 1

3 62 2

Hathurisingha 22
Result: drawn
Agassi urges
MONACO, Aug 4: (Reuters/

Internet): Former world

number one Andre Agassi

climbed to 11th in the men's
world rankings on Monday af-

ter clruppi_rll_ﬁ out of the top 100

last year. The American, 13th a

week ago. endured a disastrous

season last year but has come
back well in 1998 and on Sun-
day beat Tim Henman in the

Mercedes Cup final in Los Ange-

les. It was his second title in two
weeks and his | 1th conseculive

victory.

THE TOP 20
Player Points
1. Pete Sampras 3.825
2. Marcelo Rios 3.719
3. Petr Korda 3.195
4. Carlos Moya 2.902
5. Patrick Rafter 2.878
6. Greg Rusedski 2,706
7. Jonas Bjorkman 2,563
8. Yevgeny Kafelnikov 2,442
9. Rich Krajicek 2.368
10. Alex Corretja 2,302
11. Andre Agassi 2,209
12. Tim Henman 2,163
13. Albert Costa 2,128
14. Karol Kucera 2,127
15. Alberto Berasategui 1,900
16. Goran Ivanisevic . 1,808 -
17. Felix Mantilla L.776'
18. Thomas Engvist ) 7 ahid
19. Cedric Pioline . 1,712
20. Michdel Chang' 1,663

‘Super League only
a remote prospect’

BONN, Aug 4 (Reuters/ Inter-
net): A European soccer league
is only a remote prospect, and
wotuld not be introduced in the
next 30 to 40 years, Bayern Mu-
nich president Franz Becken-
bauer said on Tuesday.

"Reality is the national
leagues and the Champions
League.” said Beckenbauer,
speaking at a sports equipment
fair in Munich.

European soccer's ruling
body UEFA said last month it
was aware that.top clubs were

discussing the creation of a Su-
pﬂmﬁn%:: anish and Italian
clubs are ieved to be at the
centre of talks to set up a new
competition but none have con-
firmed they has been involved
in any discussions.

The English premier league
said on Monday they had re-
ceived written assurances from
top clubs that they did not in-
tend to join a European Super

‘Eiﬁe Champions League is
already half of a European
league,” said Beckenbauer,
adding he thought the format of
the competition should be im-
proved.

UEFA has already agreed to
offer a place in the Champions
League to the runners-up in Eu-
rope's leading domestic leagues.
But the current system does not
guarantee the continent's major
clubs an automatic berth in the
lucrative event.
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ATHENS, Aug 4: Russia un-
derlined their World basketball
title credentials with an im-
Eressiw: 60-48 victory over

osts Greece in a second round
group match on Monday, re-
ports Reuters.

The Russian victory ended
the Greeks' unbeaten run of four
games and stunned the capacity
crowd in the 15,000-capacity
stadium roaring their favouri-
tes on.

Sergei Babkov had an out-
standing game for the Russians,

| top scoring with 18 points.

Many of them came at a
critical period in the second
half when the score went from
43-38 to Greece to 52-43 for
Russia — a devastating 14 point

spell without reply.

Des [ﬂ.;,he el
7h

goslavia and sti
chance of the title, despite
Monday's setback.

But the Russians, runners-up
in 1994, and beaten only once
here, by Yugoslavia in over-
time, are in sparkling form and
their confidence will have re-
ceived a massive boost after
beating Greece on home terri-
tory.

Greek coach Panayotis Yan-
nakis said: "We made a lot of
mistakes at critical moments ...
and they changed the whole
complexion of the game.

"We have already succeeded
in achievin our first goal
(getting to the last eight), now
we move on to our second.”

Russian coach Sergei below

- '
Winners' chart
ST PETERSBURG; Florida,
Aug 4 (Reuters/Internet): Lead-
ing money winners in women's

tennis, according to the WTA
Tour:

1. Martina Hingis 51.713.966
2. Jana Novotna 1.339.470
3. Sanchez- Vicario 1.041.439
4. Lindsay Davenport 974 218
5. Venus Willlams 700,196
6. Conchita Martinez 612,742
7. Natasha Zvereva 539,313
8. Nathalie Tauziat 488,804
9. Monica Seles 450,114
10. Patty Schnyder 383.458
11. Anna Kournikova 355.663
12. Amanda Coetzer 334,393
13: Mary Pierce 266,522
14. Dominique Van Roost 263,449
15, Sandrine Testud 249.170
16. Irina Spirlea 243,588
17. Ai Sugiyama 238.810
18. Mirjana Lucic 228910
19. Iva Majoli 224,406
| 20. Elena Likhovtseva 211,356

World basketball

Russians silence Greeks

said: "It was a really tough game
and we won because we were
more patient.”

USA IN QTRS

The United States came from
behind to beat Spain 75-73 and
secure a place in the quarterfi-
nals.

The non-NBA US team man-
aged to gradually claw back a
42-31 first half deficit and led
for the first time 72-71 a minute
before the end they notched an-
other basket and a free throw
with less than 10 seconds to go.

[t was the first defeat for
Spain in the tournament after
four straight wins which had
already given them the ticket
for the quarters.

The US Spain and Lithuania
now each have nine points in
Group F while Australia and

<+ Argenftimra are battling for the

fourth qualifyin lace,

'"'I‘hig Wﬂgﬂd gCEampiunshi
is wide open with very har
fought encounters settled in the
last seconds."” sdid Spanish
coach Manuel Sainz. "This is
what happened today but I am
not disappointed. We've done
very well so far.”

Spain looked set for an easy
evening as Real Madrid forward
Alberto Herreros landed an im-
pressive 27 points., But the
Americans double-teamed on
him in the last 12 minutes lim-
iting his effectiveness.

"Spain played tremendously.
we had terrible first half, but we
regrouped and had a tremen-
dous second half," US coach
Rudy Tomjanovic said.

"We must now concentrate
on Australia who are making a
comeback, are very physical
and have some great shooters.
We must work on our defensive
tactics,” he added.

Forward Jimmy Oliver, who
plays in the Spanish league,
top-scored for the Americans
with 17 points while Massive
Purdue centre Brad Miller
added 12 and CBA guard Kiwane
Garris 11,

Alfonso Reyes contributed
11 for Spain, who play against
medal hopefuls Lithuania in
their final second round game
on Tuesday.

The US face off against Aus-
tralia who earlier beat Brazil
75-63

ITALY THRU'

[taly scraped through 61-60
in an ultra defensive second
round Group E Encounter with
Yugoslavia to set up a crunch
match with Peurto Rico for the
honour of a quarterfinal ticket.

The Italians clinched the
game with two shots from Gre-
gor Fucka in the dying seconds.

This was a major reverse for
the unbeaten European cham-
pions who made a hatful of un-
characteristic errors that con-
tributed to their downfall.
Their domination of rebounds
was not sufficient.

Star player Sasha Djorjevic
once again only made a brief
apFearance. lasting six minutes
before receiving a knock to his
right cheekbone shortly after
the break.

Luckily for the Yugoslavs the
Italians proved particularly
sterile in the centre.

Italy’s next opponents
Peurto Rico kept the door open
on a quarter-final place by
stunning Canada in the second

half afiggr d 95
leadingilpgﬁmkr . aa :

They exploited the number
of clean throws conceded by the
Canadians to edge ahead at half
time 44.42. A superb series of
three shots helped them wind
up the match in the second half.

Lithuyania practically as-
sured themselves of a quarter-
finals place after accounting for
Argentina, who are now facing
a stiff task. 84-75 in Group F.

The Lithuanians, who had
their unbeaten run shattered by
Australia Sunday, where strug-
gling 54-69 against a well or-
Eanlscd u;lz;pnsitinn at one sta%e

ut fought back tenaciously
with a tight midfield game.

WTA Tour's?
top twenty

ST PETERSBURG. Florida,
Aug 4 (Reuters/Internet): Top 20
women's tennis players, accord-
ing to the WTA Tour rankings:

Player Points
1. Martina Hingis 9,210
2. Llndsle:lv Davenport 4631
3. Jana Novotna 4,615
4. Sanchez Vicario 3,264
5. Venus Williams 3,098
6. Monica Seles 2.838
7. Conchita Martinez 2,457
8. Ammanda Coetzer 2,137
9. Nathalie Tauziat 2,133
10. Irina Spirlea 2,133
11, Patty Schnyder 2,107
12. Dominique Van Roost 1,997
13. Sandring Testud 1.776
14. Anna Kournikova 1,682
15. Natasha Zvereva 1,662
16. Mary Pierce 1,653
17. Al Sugiyama 1,567
18, Anke Huber 1,530
19. Lisa Raymond 1.455
20. Iva Majoli 1.375
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