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Iran allocates
$117m to help
create jobs

Iran has allocated 350 bil-
lion rails (116.6 million dol-
lars) in an effort to create jobs
for the country's growing ranks
of unemployed youth, state

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofail Ahmed Monday

Star Business Report

government had a plan to in-
crease power generation by

government had a plan to set up

a nuclear reactor with a capac-
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Renewable energy policy soon
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cost-effective though its initial
cost was high. He said, a set of

television said yesterday., re- | said that the government was 1000 mw by the year 2000, ity of 300 to 600 mw at Rooppur  solar lantern with solar panels
ports Reuters. soon going to declare a renew- which will eventually increase  in Rajshahi. But he did not give  costs Tk 9,000. :
"We hope to create 800,000 | able energy policy for commer- the per capita generation in the  a detailed account of the project The price of a three-bulb set

job opportunities for young
ple next year,” the Director
of Iran’s Supreme Council for
the Youth was quoted as saying
on the afternoon news,
"With the cooperation of our
youth ... the government will do

cially promoting the use of
solar, wind, bio-mass, geot-
hermal, wave and tidal energy
in the country:

"Private investment for the
generation of renewable energy
will be reflected in the policy.”

country. Al present
Bangladesh's average of per
capita power generation is only
96 kw while the global average
is 2200 kw and the Asian aver-
age is 600 kw, according to the
minister.

lan that has been kept shelved
or more than 30 years,

Niaz Rahim, Director of
Rahimafrooz, elaborated on the
use of solar power in the coun-
try's remote and cyclone-torn
areas. He said, solar power can

(with a 120 watt capacity) is Tk
28,000. The solar cell would be
enough to watch a 12-volt black
and white TV and to move a fan.

Sajed Kamal, a renewable
energy scientist, told The Daily

- Star that the technology could
its utmost to make this a real- | he said while speaking at a be used for preserving life-sav- be
ity," said the official, who was | function organised by Rahi- Tﬂal’ﬁ:?lfhlh? Egﬁ;&?iﬁ{ ing drugs and vaccines in the ngmyﬂ ducpfg?alil?s:f i?ufil:l
lcﬁentﬂied only by his family | mafrooz, the country's leadin by s = remote areas and islands where | Wi

name Mir-Bagheri. He did not
say over what period the money
would be spent.

Nearly a third of Iran's popu-
lation of more than 60 million
is aged between 11 and 24 and
800,000 job seekers enter the
market each year, Iranian offi-
cials have said previously.

Other economists say the
number of l’nbs that must be
created is closer to one million

voltaic and photovoltaic ce
trading house.

The company was celebrat-
ing its decade-long solar power
business and collaboration
with India's Tata -BP Ltd in
photovoltaic cell manufactur-
ing and sales activities.

The minister said that the

ergy pru&ecl investors an attrac-
tive package of incentives.

He told the audience that the
overnment had recently
ﬁmtcd a tender to implement a
waste-energy project in Dhaka
to be run on a "build-operate-
own basis.”
The minister said that the

the national power grid is yet to
reach,

State minister for LGRD Mo-
fazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya. MP, also spoke at the
function.

Later, while talking to The
Daily Star, Niaz Rahim said
that the use of solar cell was

will and awareness-building
initiatives,

He said the technology was
cost-effective for the rural peo-
le who use kerosene in their
omes. Kerosene costs seven to
10 times more than solar cells,”
he said, adding there was a huge
market for it in the country.
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