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ROK

Dae-jun

responsible for what critics say was a humiliating

Plﬁidmt fires FIML: president kim

red his foreign minister Tuesday, holdin

him
deal with

Russia to end a diplomatic row, AP reports from Seoul.

The president named Hong Soon-young
bassador to Germany and Russia, to rep

. 61, a former am-
lace Park Chung-soo as

minister of foreign affairs and trade.

At a meeting of fo

n ministers in Manila last week, Rus-

sia and South Korea said they had settled a diplomatic row that

began when each

expelled spies posing as diplomats. The two

foreign ministers, however, differed widely on terms of the

settlement.

Ten

Lightning kills 10 in West Bengal:
rsons were killed and 14 others injured when lightning

struck them at a village in Bankura district Monday evening,
Eﬂg: sources said yesterday, PTI reports from Bankura, West

al

e persons were struck by lightning at Iswarda village un-

der Saltora
harinath Hi

lice station when they were returning from Pi-
after offering ‘pujas’ at a Shiva temple there.

Three of the dead have been identified, the sources said.

WW II bomb found in London:

Two thousand
east London

ple have been evacuated from their homes in
er the discovery of an unexploded World War II
bomb, police said late Monday, AFP

The bomb was found durin
working on a site in the London

rts from London.
the afternpon by builders
istrict of Stépney, and at first

500 people were moved from their homes.

But later, a metropolitan police s
sion area around the site where the

kesman said the exclu-
mb was discovered had

been widened to 100 metres, and roughly 2,000 people had been

evacuated.

CIA HQs renamed after Bush:

The House of Representatives

rename the Central Intelligence Agency's

with the Senate to
eadquarters after

Monda

George Bush, the only president whose resume includes a stint
as CIA director, AP reports from Washington.

During brief debate, lawmakers from both
service to the nation, from his days
pilot to his years in the White House. The legislation

Bush's long
I Na

was adopted by voice vote.
The

parties extolled
as a World War

nate already has voted to rename CIA headquarters in

Langley, Virginia, the George HW Bush Centre for Central Intel-
ltgll:ru:;f‘::!:r When inforned of the House's action, Bush said he was
“very pleased,” said spokesman Michael Dannenhauer.

-
New admn to run Mogadishu:
Three main Somali warlords in Mogadishu appointed a joint
administration to run the Somali capital for the first time in

eight
Mogadishu.

years, factions declared Monday., AFP reports from

Ali Mahdi Mohamed, Hussein Mohamed Aidid and Mo-
hamed Qanyare Afarah declared that Hussein Ali Ahmed, for-

mer military

officer, was appointed as the new Governor of Mo-

adishu. but warlord Osman Hassan Ali Atto and Musa Sudi
alahow rejected the new appointment.
"It was a democratic process accepted by the majority of the
p-mcrlc in Mogadishu,” north Mogadishu strongman Ali Mahdi
said.

90 feared trapped inside

BOMBAY, 4: Rescue ser-
vices today worked against the
clock to clear debris following
the collapse of a seven-storey
apartment block here which
left nine dead and up to 90
feared trapped, officials said,
reports AFP.

Police said the death toll was
likely to rise after pullln% 13
seriously injured people Irom
the rubble. Four were reportedly
in critical condition in hospi-
tal.

The Press Trust of India
quoted chief fire officer VV Rao
as saying it was "difficult to
hazard a guess about the num-
ber of people trapped” but local
residents said aroupd 90 were
still missin%.

The building, which con-
tained a guest house, collapsed
around 8:00 pm (1500 GMT) on
Monday in the northern Bom-

collapsed bldg in India

bay quarter of Bandra.
Ramesh Rathod, who owned
a flat and chemist shop on the
ound floor of the 18-year-old
uilding. blamed the landlord.
"Three years ago. he built an
additional four floors without
taking permission. The build-
ing was never meant to take the
load. The municipal corpora-
tion had wamed us it was dan-
Ecmus and could fall any day.”
e said.

Hundreds of buildings in
Bombay. India’'s financial cen-
tre in the west of the country,
have been declared unsafe due
to illegal building work and ex-
tensions. _

Residents, however, refuse to
vacate themn due to an enormous
housing shortage which has
prompted some of the highest
rents and house prices in Asia.

E}_Jtler cuts

Talks on dismantling mass
destruction weapons fail

BAGHDAD, Aug 4: The chief
UN weapons inspector cut short
his trip to Baghdad on Tuesday
after talks with Iraq on dis-
mantling Irag’'s weapons of
mass destruction collapsed, re-
ports AP.

Richard Butler, head of the
UN Special Commission,
checked out of Baghdad's Al-
Rashid Hotel early in the morn-
ing and went to the UN head-
quarters in the capital in ad-
vance of leaving the country.

He declined to say what had
caused the impasse in talks a
day earlier with Iraq's Deputy
Prime Minister. Tariq Aziz.

"My duty is to report what
has happenéd to the Security
Cnunnlr and the United Na-
tions," Butler said. "I'm going to
New York to do that."

His deputy, Charles Duelfer,
told the Associated Press that
Iraq had insisted on a clean bill
of health from Butler. He
q;_._ll—?lcd the Iraqis as saying
"There is no point in continui
the talks until you report (this
to the couneil,”

Duelfer said Butler told the
Iraqis he could not certify their
compliance with UN resolu-
tions calling for the destruction
of their nuclear, biological and

chemical weapons as well as
long-range missiles.

So there is no point in con-
ducting further talks,” Duelfer
said, adding that "we are leav-
ing gr:tt soon."

n Monday, Aziz accused
Butler of being a pawn of the
Americans in trying to prolong
the punishin N trade sanc-
tions impo on Iraq after its
1990 invasion of Kuwait. The
sanctions ban air travel and
limit the sale of oil, Iraq's eco-
nomic mainstay.

This theme was echded
Tuesday by Al-Qaddisiya, the
daily newspaper of Iragq's armed
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n Natis Sec

i

retary General Kofi Annan, centre,

hosts a dinner at his residence in

e

New York for the foreign ministers of Indonesia, Ali Alatas, left, and Portugal, Jaime

Gama, Monday.

— AP/UNB photo

forces.

"Eight years of unfair sanc-
tions are enough," the paper
said. "Butler and his men have
to prove that they are UN pro-
fessionals, not obedient tools of

America.... Otherwise, Iraqg's
patient people will continue a
Jihad' (holy war) and will not

allow more years of sanctions.
Enough is enough."

The paper did not suggest
what action the country
planned, saying only that "the
people's strategy is ‘Jihad’ until
the sanctions are lifted."”

Last month, Iraqi leader
Saddam Hussein said in a na-
tionally televised speech that
the sanctions must be lifted this
year — the first Urne he had set a
deadline.

Government officials said
that Saddam was expected to
convene his Revolutionary
Command Council later Tues-
day to assess the situation.

The breakdown of the talks
was confirmed late Monday by
Danilo Turk, president of the
UN Security Council in New
York.

Danilo said Butler would be
in New York by Wednesday at
the latest to brief the council.

"This is a difficult moment,"
said Turk, who is the Slovenian
ambassador to the council. "It is
not easy to have the discussions
cut short, it is disturbing. We
will have to see what Mr. Butler
brings."

A US State Department offi-
cial said the decision to pull out
was Iraq's.

“Iraq’'s action to break off
talks is disturbing. We, of
course, want to wait for Chair-
man Butler's report to the coun-
cil, probably on Thursday. be-
fore assessing what cancella-
tion of the talks means.” said
the official, speaking on condi-
tion of -anonymity.
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Internation! s oo os oS o e
short trip to Baghdad

Michael Jackson, centre, is greeted by fans during a cam-
paign stop in Detroit on Monday, where he campaigned in
favour of a proposal for an entertainment complex he
plans on building with Detroit businessman Don Barden.

The vote will take place on Tuesday.

— AP/UNB photo

Resolve disputes thru’ talks,

UK urges India, Pakistan

LONDON; Aug 4: The British
overnment Monday called on
akistan and India to resolve

their differences through nego-
tiations amid reportis that the
two sides had clashed for the
sixth day on the disputed
Kashmir border, reports AFP,

Foreign Office Minister
Derek Fatchett said reports of
shootings across the line of
control between Pakistani-con-
trolled Kashmir and the area
under Indian control “can only
add to the already high levels of
tension."”

Fatchett, who has just re-
turned from a tour of Southeast
Asia, added: "It is essential that
India and Pakistan resolve
their differences through dia-
logue."

‘Both countries have agreed
on a number of confidence-
building measures in the past to
prevent incidents along the line
of control. These should now be
fully implemented.” he said.

Fatchett also referred to the

recent nuclear tests by India
and Pakistan, saying the two
countries "need to take positive
steps on nuclear non-prolifera-
tion and regional security.”

Indian military officials
said today that Pakistani army
artillery units had opened fire
at border posts in the northern
Kashmir area of Uri, Kupwara
and Gurez, between 100-150
kilometres from here.

There was no report of casu-
alties.

The latest shelling, on top of
heavy firing during the past
week which has claimed more
than 90 lives on both sides of
the border, came before the ar-
rival in the region of Indian De-
fence Minister George Fernan-
des. j

Two-thirds of Kashmir is
controlled by India and the
northern one-third by Pak-
istan.

India and Pakistan have
fought two of their three wars
over the state.

- Hundreds die as China orders

to blow up dykes along Yangtze

HONG KONG, Aug 4: Hun-
dreds of soldiers and residents
were killed as Chinese authori-
ties ordered dykes along the
Yangtze River to be blown up to
prevent major cities being en-
gulfed by rising flood waters, a
rights groups said here Tuesday,
reports AFP.

At least 150 soldiers from
the People's Liberation Army
(PLA) from an air force unit
based in central Chinese city ol
Wuhan lost their lives along
with several hundreds residents
who were fighting flood waters,
the Information Centre of Hu-
man Rights and Democratic
Movement in China said.

The incident happened on
Saturday in Jiayu county, some
70 km north in the upper
reaches of Yangtze River in

Wuhan, spokesman Frank Lu
said,

Lu said hundreds of residents
were drowned from the sudden
deluge of flood waters in the
countryside.

As of Monday, at least nine
bodies of PLA soldiers were re-
covered but the Chinese author-
ities have imposed a news
blackout over the event.

The water level in the
Yangtze River in Wuhan has
meanwhile dropped some 10
millimeters (hall an inch).

China only admitted on
Monday it had begun blowing
up dykes along the Yangtze

River to flood the countryside
in a bid to Pn:v:nt major cities

The strategy was aimed at
protecting Wuhan — a major in-
dustrial city with a population
of seven million that has been
threatened for weeks by the

record high waters on China's
lungesl‘. river, the report said.

looding along the Yangtze
— the worst since 1954, when
33.000 died — had already left
millions homeless, and many
of these evacuees are living in
poor health conditions ato
dykes, an International Re
Cross official told AFP.

Flooding across southern
China since the start of May
killed at least 1,200 people, ac-
cording to oflicial reports is-
sued before the most severe
wave of ‘ransgtzt flooding that

Congo's capital remains under curfew

Search tor renegade Rwandan
mercenaries on in Kinshasa

KINSHASA. Congo, Aug 4:
Congo's capital remained under
a curfew Tuesday and trm}FS
loyal to President Laurent Ka-
bila. manned roadblocks
throughout the city searching
for renegade Rwandan merce-
naries, reports AP.

In eastern Congo. military
officers proclaimed themselves
in open revolt against Kabila
Monday and urged the popula-
tion to oust the president.

About 14 months after
charging ﬂcluﬂnusl{ into Kin-
shasa, the rebel alliance that
carried Kabila to power appears
to be unraveling.

"The government asks the
people of Congo and those for-
eigners here in the country to
stay calm and to stay at home
untit order is restored,” an
abrupt announcement said
Monday mo on state-con-
trolled People’s Radio. "Stay at

home just until that time when
the armed forces of Congo
reestablish civil order.”

Shops throughout the capi-
tal remained closed and the
city's downtown streets were de-
serted Monday.

A Defence Ministry official
said loyalist troops had been
ordered to kill any Rwandan
soldiers found hiding in and
around the city.

Pre-dawn clashes Monday at
two military bases apparently

itted Kabila's troops against

dan mercenaries, who last

ar hel the president oust

ongtime dictator Mobutu Sese

Seko. Kabila last week ordered

all Rwandan soldiers to leave
the country.

The fighting comes amid
Eruwlng suspicions within Ka-

ila's government that the
Rwandan troops had been plot-
ting against the regime.

being ed by the river.
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began July 2

et

dark vest), march towards United Nations office in Muzaffarabad, Monday, to hanglnver a
protest memorandum to condemn Indian attack on villages along the line of control in Pak-
istan-held Kashmir. Dozens of people including soldiers were killed by Indian army shelling

since last Thursday.

— AP/UNB photo
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Kashmiri acting Prime Minister Sahtbzada Ishaq afar, centre (wearing sun glasses and

Installation of Mother Teresa's statue

Minorities challenge directive
of Calcutta Municipal Corpn

CALCUTTA, Aug 4: The All
India Minorities and Weaker
Sections Council and Mother
Teresa Memorial Committee

sterday filed a writ petition

the Calcutta High Court chal-
lenging the Calcutta Municipal
Corporation's recent directive
restraining the council from
proceeding to install a Mother's
statue here on September 5, re-

ports PTI. .
Following the council's

pra for land to install the

statue, the CMC Mayor-in-

Council by a resolution on July
7, agreed to conditionally pro-
vide a plot of 64 square ¥e=t in
the Park Circus area for instal-
lation of the statue,
July 21, the CMC Deputy Comn
yil, ty Com-
missioner (estate and manage-
ment) requested the council not
to proceed with the Installation

mwt till further notice "due
reasons.”

Following this development,
i Ehntterjum gl
as a , on Jul
23, pointing out that it had prg—
Ks poject AR I whs B¢ st

pro was -
ble to stop work at this stage. It
also asked the the reason
for the CMC directive and

warned of going to court If a re-

B!‘y was not given within July

“We have so far spent Rs 1.23
lakh on the project. If we are
not allowed to go ahead, the en-
tire amount would be wasted.”
the chairman of the Mother
Teresa Memorial Commitiee
and former city mayor, Shyam

Sunder Gupta, said.
Newspaper survey

Obuchi cabinet
gets lowest ever
public rating

TOKYO, Aug 4: Opinion polls
published by Japanese newspa-
pers today showed low public
support for new Prime Minister
Kelzo Obuchi and his govern-
mﬁl. Ecuter.

survey
Shimbun foun
respondents sa that they
did not nupfrl chi cab-
inet — the highest disapproval
rating for a new government

since the newspaper con-
ducting 960.
or

the Mainichi
48 per cent of

such surveys in
A poll ¢onducted
ﬂnlngﬂl dail Hihngy Il{l;t.dul
Shimbun f 50.9 per cent of
respondents disapproved of
Obuchi's government.

l

Polls in Cambodia

Recount begins in some disputed communes

PHNOM PENH, Aug 4: Cam-
bodia moved a step closer Tues-
day to issuing complete results
from last week's parliamentary
election, but a limited recount
of some votes seemed unlikely
to satisfy opposition com-
plaints of electoral fraud. re-
ports AP.

The official National Elec-
tion Committee announced

reliminary final results for
our more provinces Tuesday,
leaving totals pending for just
three of the country's 23 elec-
toral districts.

Co-Premier Hun Sen's Cam-
bodian People's Party has gar-
nered the highest vote tallies in
17 provinces, the opposition
]:arH FUNCINPEC in two and
ts ally, the Sam Rainsy party,
in one.

A projection the Commit-
tee for and Fair Elections
in Cambodia, an independent
election monitoring group,

ives the Cambodian People's
arty 64 seats, FUNCINPEC 43

and the Sam Rainsy Party 15 in

tﬁl;c 122-seat National Assem-
Y.

The opposition
alleged widespread irregulari-
ties In voting and ballot-
counting for the July 26 poll.

In response, the official Na-
tional Election Committee on
Tuesday began a recount of the
votes from three communes In

arties have

the southern province of Takeo.
The recount was supposed to
begin Monday, but election
workers could not find in time
the right ballots in the piles of
hundreds of blue official sacks
containing votes sent in from
all around the country.
ﬂFpuuiUDn party observers
and independent poll watchers
were present for Tuesday's re-
count. It is not cléear whether
the election committee plans
any more recounts, or how they
might decide which areas

India to sustain

efforts to strive

for peace with
Pakistan: Vajpayee

NEW DELHI. Aug 4: Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
said today that India will sus-
tain efforts to strive for peace
with Pakistan despite rising
tensions following recent ar-
tillery exchanges in the dis-

uted Kashmir region, reports
uter.

"Pakistan is not satisfied
with its borders. It wants to
change the situation. Its rulers
cannot digest that a Muslim
mnjurltr state should be a part
of India, Vajpayee told the
lower house ol parliament.

should have them.

Sam Rainsy. the most out-
spoken opposition leader,
showed up at Tuesday's recount
and told reporters his party had
filed 250 complaints with the
committee so Iar and expected
to protest irregularities in as
many as 700 communes, or
roughly half the total nation-
wide.

"We have very serious rea-
sons to ask for recounts,” he
told reporters, adding that re-
counting was neither particu-
larly difficult nor costly,

am Rainsy met briefly
Tuesday morning with his op-
osition ally, FUNCINPEC
eader Prince Norodom Ra-
nariddh. He said they agreed to
stand firm in refusing to con-
sider joining Hun Sen in a
coalition fumrnmcnl until all
their election complaints are
addressed.

"No coalition will be dis-
cussed before the recount is
completed,” he said. "If they do
not agree to recounting we will
not agree to discuss anything
else. There will be a deadlock.”

The opposition parties last
week asked that new votes be
taken in disputed precincts if
their charges of wrungdnin
were found to be valid, ang
threatened to boycott the Na-
tional Assembly if their com-
plaints were not heeded.

Artillery exchanges
ease across
Kashmir border

NEW DELHI, Aug 4: An Indian
soldier died in an overnight
shelling attack by Pakistan, but
firing across then disputed
Kashmir border has eased after
five days of artillery exchanges,
officials said today. reports
Reuters.

"At night there was some
shelling in Poonch,” KB Jan-
dial, spokesman of the Indian
state of Jammu and Kashmir
government, told Reuters by
tcltghnnt from Srinagar.

"Otherwise, the intensity
which was unprecedented is not
there.” he added.

More than 80 people, most of
them civilians, have died since
last Thursday when cross-bor-
der shelling escalated. India
rules two-thirds of the troubled
Kashmir Valley and Pakistan
the remainder.

Relations between the arch-
rivals, which have fought two
wars over Kashmir since their
independence from Britain in
1947, have worsened since May,
when the two nations staged
nuclear tests.

In guerilla violence linked by
India to the Kashmir problem,
suspected separatists shot dead
34 villagers in two attacks in
the hill state of Himachal
Pradesh early on Monday, Hi-
machal Pradesh borders
Kashmir.

The guerillas struck in inci
dents considered rare outsidt
Kashmir as Prime Ministei
Atal Behari "v'a‘]pa}r:e renewed a
conditional offer of talks with
Pakistan on the troubled re-
gion.

“The incidents are worri-
some.” Vajpayee told agitated
lawmakers in Parliament today
“They seem to be planned and
there seems to be a political
motive behind it,” he said.

"To ensure that such inci-
dents are not repeated, govern-
ment will take [irm steps. All
appropriate steps will be
taken,” he added.

Colombian rebels
suspend peace
talks, admit
kidnapping

BOGOTA. Aug 4: Leftist
rebels have suspended peace
talks with civic leaders and
confirmed that they abducted a
ruling parly senator, reports

Jailed representatives of the
5,000-member National Liber-
ation Army, or ELN. had

lanned to meet Monday with
gusincss and civic leaders in a
prison near Medellin, the
country’s second largest city.

The contacts were supposed
to help pave the way for direct
negotiations with President-
elect Andres Pastrana, who
takes office August 7,

The decision to suspend the
talks follows a weekend of rebel
attacks — including the abduct-
ing Saturday of Sen. Carlos Es-
pinza — that left eight dead and
raised doubts about the gueril-
las’ desire for i)ean:.

The ELN Eed ed last month
to scale back kidnappings and
attacks on civillan installa-
tions as a gesture to improve the
climate for peace.

Violence between rebels, the
army and rightist paramilita
p‘:_*luupa has forced hundreds o
thousands ' of Colombians to
flee their homes.

In the latest such incident,
several thousand peasants have

fled to the oil-refining city of

Barrancebermeja, some 265

NATO threatens airstrikes
on Kosovo again

WASHINGTON., Aug 4:
Declaring that a new Serb of-
fensive could generate a hu-
manitarian disaster, the US
government said on Monday
that NATO had approved con-
tingency plans to use firepower
against Serb forces in Kosovo,
reports AP,

The plans, focused on an
aerial assault, are being fine-
tuned by the NATO council,
State Department officials said.

There was no immediate
word on what would trigger an
attack by NATO. Nor was it
clear whether the administra-
tion was trying mostly to un-
nerve Yugoslav President Slo-
badan Milosevic by raising the
threat against publicly.

US officials, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
Milosevic might have been em-
boldened to launch the offen-
sive in Kosovo by the absence of
a public threat over the last sev-
eral weeks.

In the Serbian province, a
weekend of fighting displaced
tens of thousands of people,
some of them hold up in forests
beyond the immediate reach of
reliel organisations.

"The living conditions are
clearly deplorable,” State De-
partment spokesman James P
Rubin said. "What I'm talking
about is the humanitarian
catastrophe that could occur in
a matter of weeks if we don't get
the aid to U:J)enple who are in
tlesperate need.”

The offensive broke a pledge
by Milosevic to halt Serb at-
tacks so US and European
diplomats could try to arrange
talks for a settlement between
Belgrade and ethnic Albanian
insurgents in the Serbian
province.

State Department officials
declined to offer analyses on
whether Milosevic was trying to
strengthen his negotiatin
hand with gains on the groun

or trying to rupture the diplo-
matic drive.

Instead, he pointedly raised
a threat that NATO could come
to the assistance of the belea-
guered ethnic Albanian civil-
ians. "I think it's important to
note that a set of contingency
plans has now been approved by
NATO, and that is an important
development,” Rubin said.

However, he also indicated
an attack was not imminent,
saying "further refinement is
ongoing.”

China excluded
from US DV 2000

lottery

WASHINGTON, Aug 4: China
is among nations excluded from
an annual lottery programme
to issue some 55,000 US perma-
nent resident visas to peaple
from regions with low US im-
migration rates, reports AFP.

In a statement Monday, the
US State Department said coun-
tries barred from the "diversity
lottery” are nations from whic
the United States has received
more than 50,000 immigrants
during the last five years.

The list of countries that do
not qualify is subject to change
each year.

Excluded from the "diversity
visa” 2000 lottery are Britain,
Canada, China, Colombia, the
Dominican Republic, El 5al-
vador, Haiti, India, Jamaica,
Mexico, Poland, the Philip-
pines, South Korea and Viet-
nam, the department said. Tai-
wan also is excluded. People
born in Hong Kong and in

Northern Ireland remain eligi-
ble.

Applicants must have either
a high school education or its
equivalent. Or they must have
two years of work experience
requiring at least two years of
training within the last five
years.

Khartoum declares unilateral truce

Sudanese govt, rebel delegates
in Ethiopia to talk peace

ADDIS ABABA, Aug 4: With
a war-induced famine killing
hundreds of people a day, repre-
sentatives of the Sudanese gov-
ernment and rebels fighting in
southern Sudan have again
agreed to put down their
weapons and look for a solution
to tﬁglr 15-year-old civil war,
reports AP.

The government in Khar-
toum announced a unilateral
case fire throughout southern
Sudan Monday to allow hu-
manitarian relief to reach and
estunated 1.5 million people
threatened by famine. Talks to
end the fighting were set to be-
gin today.

The latest ceasefire expands
the scope of a three-month truce
agreed to last month between
the government and the rebel
Sudan People's Liberation
Army in the hardest-hit south-
western region of Bhar al-
Ghazal.

The government of Sudan
"has declared an indefinite
ceasefire as of (Tuesday) to fa-
cilitate the distribution of relief
supplies to the drought and war
victims," Sudanese Foreign
Minister Mustafa Ismail told
reporters upon his arrival in
Addis Ababa Monday evening.

The mainly African, Chris-
tian and animist southerners

kilometers northeast of Bogota., {4 have been fighting the Islamic.

Arabized north since 1983 for
greater autonomy.

The last major ceasefire,
brokered by former US Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter. was signed
in March 1995 and lasted two
months. The government then
extended it another two
months.

Lankan death
toll rises to 63

COLOMBO. Aug 4: Tamil
Tiger rebels mounted a fero-
cious attack against goveri-
ment positions in northern Sri
Lanka Monday. causing hea
casualties and raising the deat
toll to 63 on both sides, officials
said, reports AFP. ‘

Gunmen from the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
Jam (LTTE) launched the in-
tense assault on a military de-
fence line west of the rebel-held
town of Mankulam, the defence
ministry said in a statement.

“Fierce fighting went on till
the early hours and during the
fire fight, 37 LTTE cadres had
been killed and security lorces
recovered 16 dead bodies of ter-
rorists along with 18 T-56
weapons ...", the ministry said.




