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.« YASMIN,....SHEEMA. ........

SHARIF,....... RUBEL. The list of

names must end there. With
each of these names bleeds our
soul. Each of these names bears
the testimony of gruesome tor-
ture and torment through
which every one of them went
before being murdered, and
then invention of covert story
was there for final public con-
sumption. We wonder what has
happened to us, to our civil so-
ciety, and from here where do
we go? Each of these names
unmasks the ugly faces of the
law enforcers themselves. Each
of them tells the brutality of the
police excesses. They together
unveil the multifaceted ugly
truth about the force. We are
ashamed for the simple fact
that our civil society has failed
to protect and uphold the rights
of fellow citizens to live. Nei-
ther the constitution nor the
court or law could uphold the
pled%e and rights given to these
pt:ﬂE e, while alive or dead, as
enshrined in the constitution.
Yasmin was violated when
alive. was dishonoured when
dead by calling her a floating
prostitute and the brave people
of Dinajpur were killed and tor-
tured when they took to the
streets to protest the rape and
murder. Sheema was violated
inside police station by the on-
duty police personnel while in
their custody and later on the
‘'same clan caused her death in-
side the Chittagong Central Jail
and attempted to make us be-
lieve that dehydration stopped
Sheema’'s heart beat. Sharif
was tortured to death in police
custody as a 'security risk' and
he died inside the court prison
prior to producing him belfore
the magistrate. His death was
termed “heart failure”. Does
one’s heart beat when one dies?
And now Rubel ..., oh God! It has
culminated into a chilling hor-
ror of crime perpetrated upon
him by the DB police personnel
leading to his cold-blooded
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murder. After Rubel’s murder,
the cover-up efforts the in-

volved police personnel only
reveal their crooked and crimi-
nal psychosomatic mental

frame. My heart bleeds for the
family of Rubel and may God
rest his soul in peace and ma
God punish us for our mor

failure to stop the rot and de-
generation of the police and
such personnel in particular.

A judicial commission has
already started to work on it
and let it find the truth, the ugly
truth and the whole truth. |
strongly plead to the commis-
sion that it shall not end like
other similar commissions in-
stituted in the past. Let the
commission work with its
claws and jaws hunting down
all the criminals involved.

[ feel so for Home Minis-

ter Major (Retd) Rafiqul Islam
for being unable to provide the

police force under him with a
dignified image, As long as
there will be man in police uni-
form who thinks he is the boss.
the police force shall remain
the symbol of torture, crime
and horror. Time is ripe now
and without further delay. such
elevation be downsized to save
the heads of common citizens.
Home Minister shall be in the
driving seat and must prove
that he is the boss and as he is
elected by the people he is
pledge-bound to uphold the
constitutional rights and privi-
lege of the people.

| also feel sad for Prime Min-
ister who herself has suffered
the most tralglc bereavement at
the hands of similar criminals.
She is tormented each time
such a crime takes place when
she herself is the Prime Minis-
ter. The people of Bangladesh
have, 21 years after the murder
of her father reposed the faith
and trust in her to be assured of
getting a civil society. May

what come she must demon-
strate her mettle that she
means business. She must
clean up the police force and
]Jruvid: it with a dignified face.
f necessary, it is to be reconsti-
tuted with personnel who be-
lieve in dignity, honesty, hu-
man rights and civil society.
This may be the toughest test of
her life but the people at large
feel and believe, she cannot fail
them.

The police force since its
creation by the imperial lords
for their imperial interest after
the Sepoy Mutiny has an inex-
piable ?ﬁstnry to its credit. It is
a history of barbaric acts and
excesses, lies and deceits, cor-
ruption and greed. Their
agenda towards the citizen and
civil society have not changed
though their imperial creators
had left the subcontinent more
than a half century ago. Th
gloat over their imperial birt
and anthﬁenplc heritage. The
situation has worsened over the

ars. The existence of Special

owers Act, Section 54 etc. and
extra-constitutional arrange-
ment have transformed a larger
section of the police force into
monsters whose legacy of brutal
encroachment upon the life and
Ernpcrt}r of the common people

ave stunned our senses,
Amongst themselves, the police
force have been blamed time
and again of incorporating
immeorality and corruption.
The practice sprouts with re-
cruitment and gets deeply
rooted as the career progresses.
Without 'that' nothing work. It
is said that juniors receive
"bakshish™ and seniors take
"salami”.

Some members of the police
are believed to be the custodians
of thugs and they share the
prosperity wilh immunity.
Some of them have been deco-
rated with nicknames com-

mensurable with their pompous
life style. Education. training,
religion and vows have had lit-
tle impact upon them. If so they
are rather a malignant tumors
on the body of a civil society.
Let us remove each of them to
give the civil lmclcll.:y a hope
worthy of living. 1 feel rather
sad for those police personnel
who are different and all their

ood works have been stained

y the ‘deeds’ of the ‘otherwise’
others. It is a total rot and there

is nothing worthy there which
can be ed. A total change
is a reality. us go for it, oth-

erwise the Frankenstein within
tlil;: police force would gulp us
all.

A soul searching for all of us
who aspire for a civil society is
the need of the day to find the
roots for the degeneration of
our value system, priorities of
life and seli-respect. Irrespec-
tive of our religion and political
belief let us put ourselves in the
dock to establish our individual
contribution to the process of
degeneration of our society and
life. The process of regeneration
must begin from the top start-
ing with political leadership.
We must practice what we
preach and believe in. Raisin
the boundary walls higher an
higher around our residences.
adding a few more bolts on our
doors, putting on electronic
surveillance, ng a few more
armed guards or licensing guns
for self protection do not create
a healthy and stable society;
rather these are clear symbols
of degeneration of a civil soci-
ety. The leadership must pave
the way for establishing a civil
society through their exemp
plain living and noble deeds. If
they to-day sow seeds of such
mission and vision of life, the

eople at large may reap the
arvest in near future,

The writer is Professor o
Chemical Engineering. B ;
Dhaka.
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HREE months after death
of Shazneen, media atten-
tion has waned; public an-
uish has evaporated. Street
emonstration's, media stories,
press conferences, and other ex-
pressions of grief and outrage
are matters of the past. A grue-
some incident and a murder
most foul are behind us; life and
daily routine goes on. Yet, there
is a time to pause and ponder.
Shall we merely mourn and
move on or shall we wage a war
to eradicate the underlying dis-
ease of which such incident is
merely a symptom? Is it a gen-
der issue just because the victim
happens to be a female? Public
concern may be deceiving itself
if we fail to face the issue for
what it really is.

This murder is a'bonsficubus™

or Whom the Bell Tolls?

by Dr M Zakir Husain

The civil society, the vocal group in particular, must
take responsibility to demand universal rule of law
and security for life and limb for all . . .

decline. The single events, to
my judgement, are the tip of the
lnrnverhial iceberg — a part of a
arger mass of default. derelic-
tion and delinquency. When
loan defaulters abound with
impunity, when hoodlums re-
portedly dare to assault persons
in police or judicial custody,
when known rapists roam at
large waiting to be prosecuted,
when gross dereliction of public
duties go unpunished, when acts

children are tolerated. it is very

evertt “but still oty a manifest™ — poor tomnment oM BoVErnarice

sﬁrmptum of a social pathology
that minimises the security of
life and liberty of so many. Or
else why the newspaﬁers day
after day are filled with reports
of murder, rape, molestation.
disappearances, and other
criminal acts? These single
incidents collectively signal a
condition far more sinister. A
steady diet of such accounts
eventually makes the incidents
appear trivial; people become
insensitive. The danger is that
inevitably, Shazneen and
others will be off the media
pages and forgotten.

It does not require great ex-
pertise to see that there is a
wider and pervasive societal

and the civil society.

Yet, many of us seek to es-
cape responsibility by consider-
ing these as mere law and order
problem. And we cry hoarse to
catch a thief and wish more po-
lice action as if that will be the
end of it all. Problem is it will
not.

Regrettably too, public ser-
vice delinquency and political
violence seem to be condoned or
unchallenged, especially when
the perpetrators are well heeled
or well connected. What then is
the message sent loud and clear
to the rest of the society? Is it
not selective justice and selec-
tive impunity? A very wrong
and dangerous signal. Can we

El{l crueglty against, women . and _,

really be serious? Do we hon-
estly believe that simply b
having more policemen we will
pre-empt or reduce such inci-
dents? Where is the political
will? Where is civil society's
determination and self-disci-
pline? |
The vocal middle class is
justifiably outraged. Very un-
derstandably so as their sensi-
tivity is aroused. especially
when one of them is the victim.

any again call for very harsh, °

uick ‘and exefnplary justice.

~ ~BUT S(rangely; e samé middle™ —

class gets lulled into mild
whimper or benign indifference
at reports of numerous other
acts of social, financial and po-
litical delinquencies — some of
which could well be seen as
crime against the society and
public morals.

Does the vocal minority agi-
tate as much when the poor and
the destitute are victims of utter
injustice and crimes? Is it not a
case of cynical exclusion and
selective outrage? The civil so-
ciety. the vocal group in partic-
ular. must take responsibility
to demand universal rule of law
and security for life, and limb
for all and not only for some.

If we are willing and able to

reflect and ponder — and do so
deeply and dispassionately —
we cannot fail to see the big
picture. We can. and should. re-
solve to reinvent and re-estab-
lish accountability in the mar-
ketplace, banks, public offices
and utilities, streets and homes,
including especially in the

"hi%h" Jalacts.

n doing so. we may have to
administer strong medicine,
sometimes to ourselves. Then
we may begin to put an end to
sporadic justice and selective
hue and cry. It will at the min-
imum demand strong social
and political will, mobilisation
of public opinion and action
combined with universally ap-
E::itd and transparent rule of

w... Not . dol

curity — the foundation of a
modern, just and civil society.

I am afraid we could be cry-
ing ourselves hoarse to palliate
the ?'mplnms yet fail to cure
the disease. However piously
and with wrenching heats we
denounce single crimes and
voice outrage and anger, we will
only be deceiving ourselves and
continue to send green signals
to offenders to commit crimes
whenever opportunity beckons.

The bell is ringing loud and
clear and we pretend to be deaf
at the peril of the society. To
take a leaf from medicine, mere
applying Band-Aid is no cure
for a deep festering sore.

Is anyone listening?

ANY people can remem-
M ber exactly where they
were when they heard
the death of Justice Chowdhury
on August 2, 1987. | was sitting
in my office in the Ministry o
Foreign Affairs, Dhaka when
one officer telephoned me from
our High Commission in Lon-
don that Justice Chowdhury
died of a heart failure at a tube
station in London. I hardly be-
lieved him . The second of Au-
ﬁust of this year was his 11th
eath anniversary.
Over the years I had the
Erivilege of knowing him and I
ad the satisfaction of observ-
ing him work at a close range., |
hardly saw his feathers rufiled.
He had a confidence that con-
veyed to you that you could do
almost an
mind to. He always presented as
a man with plenty of reserve,
whose gait and purpose main-
tained a steady pace. Often to
those who did not know him, he
appeared serious and even

solemnmn.
His career was remarkable

in its breadth and its high
achievements. Whether in legal
field, diplomacy and in admin-
istration or whatever Justice
Chowdhury turned his mind to,
he built an excellent reputation
both within and outside
Bangladesh. He worked with
determination for the common

ood. He was a man of many

Tagore/Nazrul poetry and
songs. He could recite copiously
Tagore or Nazrul poems to en-
liven informal discussions..
The first time [ met Justice
Chowdhury was in 1962 on my
return from England. During

should call on all practising
Barristers including the Barris-
ters who were elevated to the

So | called on Justice Abu Say-

eed Chowdhury at his residence
at the old Mym
now K.N. I. Avenue). He was
kind to receive me. He advised
me what every practising

priority of a lawyer was to en-
sure justice is served.. When a

the Court on behalf of the
client, the lawyer must cite all
relevant case-laws which sup-
port the case

Lcases which are against. The

Justice Abu Sayeed Chowdhury

ing if you put your

imensions, with great a love of

our time the tradition was that |

Bench of the Dhaka High Court.

ensingh Road |

lawyer should know that the

lawyer makes a submission to

together with

Some Reminiscences

by Barrister Harn ur Rashid

lawver is an officer of the Court
and must assist the Court to ar-
rive at a just decision in accor-

dance with the law.
1 had the opportunity to ap-

pear before Justice Chowdhury
at the High Court many a time.
He was very patient as a judge
and it was great for a young
lawyer like me to make submis-
sions to the Court without any
interruptions from the Bench..
He was kind to allow the young
lawyers to take as much time to
complete the submissions to
him. Often if the submission
was not releva

iy g .'": Chl

quiet smile .His temperament
and manner was typical of a

jud%e. _

met him in Rawalpindi in
1970 when he was Vice-Chan-
cellor of Dhaka University. By
this time [ was an officer in
Pakistan Foreign Office in Is-
lamabad. On instructions from
the Foreign Office | proposed to
him whether he would be agree-
able to become a member of the
UN Human Rights Commission.
He agreed. When Justice
Cho ury was attending the
UN Commission meeting in
Geneva, the military cracked
down on the people of East
Pakistan on 25 March 1971. He
could not reconcile his position
as a Pakistani and accordingly
resigned from the positions of
Vice Chancellor and Judge of
the High Court. He devoted his

time fully to mobilise interna-
tional [::F nion for independent

Bangladesh. His personality,
deep commitment and contact
with international personali-
ties ensured a formidable sup-
port for the cause of
Bangladesh.

I escaped with my family
from Pakistan via Kabul and
reached Dhaka. President
Justice Chowdhury learnt from
an officer that I had returned to
Dhaka and joined the Foreign
Office. One day 1 received a call
from Bangabhavan and | was
invited to a private dinner by
President Justice Chowdhury.
During the dinner with the
President, he enquired about
the welfare of the members of
my family and the ordeal | had
to face during the escape. This
gesture was indicative of how

modest and humang he was.
en Justice Shnwdhury

was appointed as the Special
Representative of Bangladesh |
with the rank and status of Cab-
inet Minister), he lived in
Geneva. During that time he
was nominated as the
Bangladesh head of the delega-
tion to the Humanitarian Laws
Conference to update the 1949
Geneva Conventions on Armed
Conflicts.. | was asked to go to
assist him in the Conference.
At the Conference I found him
organised, clear in thoughts
aﬂ%ﬂ %%'alfﬁanif:statiun of
his management was his neat-
ness. I saw him filing confer-
ence documents slowly and me-
thodically so as to enable him
to find the document when it
was needed during the delibera-
tions of the conference.. He
never liked misplacing papers.
He served the Human Rights
Commission with great distinc-
tion for more than a decade.. He
became the President of the
Commission and it was a great
honour for adesh, en I
was in Geneva much later , par-
ticipating in the meetings of the
Human Commission and the
Sub-Commission, many lead-
ing members informed me

e — ———

about his expertise and the dis-
assionate way Justice Chowd-
ury conducted the meetings..
The delegations respected him
for his impartiality and [fair-
ness.
| had the opportunity to ac-
company him to Caracas,
Venezuela in July 1974 to attend
the substantive session of the
Law of the Sea Conference. |1 was
the only member of the delega-
tion with him. As a former
President he was entitled to a
large suite in a hotel but he
chose an inexpensive room say-
ing to me that it pricked his
conscience to pay such exorbi-
tant rate for a suite when the
people of Bangladesh were poor.
I was struck in awe by his sin-
cerity and depth of feelings for
the people of adesh. In my
foreign assignment never had |
come across a person who gave .
away what was his due under
the government rules. He was a

patriot first and last.
| remember one incident in

Venezuela which could have
had tragic consequences. Jus-
tice Chowdhury and | planned
to get out of Caracas during the
week-end . We decided to travel
by car to a nearby town, Valen-
cia. The journey was through
mountain r s and the driver
while negotiating one of the
narrow routes almost caused
the car to fall to a gorge . Fortu-
nately. the driver was able to
brake the car, at which time we
found that we were left station-
ary on the ed%: of the mountain
tip. Justice Chowdhury got out

the car, was very composed
and prayed to Allah for His

mercy..
Justice Chowdhury never

sought to impose his own values
on others, but his understand-
ing and quiet guidance on mat-
ters of a personal nature have

benefitted us over the years.
wdhury was an

Justice Cho
inspiration to many of us. He
was not only a great
Bangladeshi but a dedicated
freedom fighter. He left his
mark on the international
stage in many ways, in particu-
lar his contribution to the field
of human rights.. Justice
Chowdhury will be sadl
missed but will live on throu
those he encouraged.

The writer 1is former
Bangladesh Ambassador to the

UN in Geneva,
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time in their exclusive
hle)avens, and precisely
that is why not all's well with
the world. In essence it is this
construct of a sadly flawed
scheme of things that the
author makes the readers of
this book open their eyes to.
Consider the context against
which Dr. Q. K. Ahmad sets off
the directions of his thinkin
on the different aspects as wel
as the totality of the issues that
have a bearing on the on-going
development efforts in
Bangladesh: “(The) control,
ownership and utilization (of
the spectacular post-Second-
World-War breakthroughs in
science, technology and wealth
creation) have largely remained
concentrated in the developed
parts (i.e. the OECD countries)
of this planet, which together
account for less than 20 cent
of the world's population but 80
per cent or more of its total
wealth (while] the
economies of most of the
developing countries have
remained trapped in low levels
of socio-economic progress,
with large segments of their
populations in absolute
poverty. Thus, there are gross
inequalities ... Between devel-
oped and developing countries,
and between the rich and the
poor in developing countries ...
SOOI Ad¥aHRRESESEmeY
has been achieved has not been
inclusive, In fact. exclusion is
glaring. What is more, exclusion
is a process that has tended to
increase and perpetuate de-
privation. At the same time, the
global environment faces catas-
trophic consequences as a re-
sult of the assaults made on it
by the t of economic growth
pursued ...” The message is
clear. Inclusion is the key if
there is to be orderly, equitable
progress of the global society.
which the vicegerents of the
OECD pantheon, the IMF and
the World Bank. profess to
promote. But there's the rub.
Bangladesh has been im-
plementing stabilization and
structural adjustment reforms
since 1987 within the frame-
work designed by and with as-
sistance from the IMF and the
World Bank. And it has gone on
subscribing to the package of re-
forms as it evolved from the
initially introduced macro-
economic stabilization and
structural adjustment measures
to include those concerning po-
litical and administrative re-
forms aimed at effective gover-
nance. Considerable successes
were attained on the stabiliza-
tion front by 1993, but, as Dr.
Ahmad points out, the expected
transition from stabilization to
growth has not taken place.
Although vaerty allevia-
tion is not a direct goal of the
structural adjustment pro-
ramme. safety. nets such as
oaod-for-work, rural works and

T HE gods are having a great

programmes are accepted as
Eart of the reform programme.

esides, programmes aimed at
poverty alleviation are being
implemented by government
agencies and a large number of
national and international
NGOs. Their emphasis is on so-
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cial sector programines to raise
the capabilities and the quality
of life of the people, includin
the poor. But the proportion o
the absolutely poor remained
unchanged between 1991 and
1996, and their number in
1997 /98 has been estimated to
have increased by some seven
million over 1991/92 (ie. from
52 to 59 million). And when
computed following the cost-of-
basic-needs (CBN] method,
which takes into account other
basic needs along with food. the
number of the absolutely poor
would be even higher — 65 mil-
lion. In a country like
Bangladesh, where over half the
population is absolutely poor,
and hence poverty alleviation
is the very basic national goal,
an increase in poverty is so-
cially unacceptable. Also, so-
cio-economic inequality as be-
tween the rich and the r, be-
tween urban and rural popula-
tions, and between men and
women, has accentuated,
putting further strain on the
social sustainability of the pro-
cess of growth being pursued.
Are donor conditionalities
the villain of the piece? the au-
thor asks, and goes on to exam-
ine their implications, He ad-
vances the opinion that
Bangladesh, like all other coun-

tries that ha\(:r: embarked upon
economic relori programines

rescribed and supported by the

MF and the W—::-rlcF gank is sub-
jected to harsh conditionalities
when adjustment loans and
project financing are provided;
there are conditionalities
which imply social costs in
terms of, for example, putting
people out of jobs, adversely
impacting on agriculture, and
accentuation of disparity which
is the basic cause of persisting
poverty.

For any reforming country,
the problem arises when the
conditionalities are out of tune
with the realities on the ground,
imposing high social costs,
even constraining rather than

; L.-%t:lnrnntfq ecomomit. progress:

The way out, as indicated by Dr.

« w«Kholiguzzama#. .is to adjusl the

economic reform process by
building into it measures re-
quired to address the ground re-
alities. A case in point that he
refers to as a laudable move is
the rovision the present
Bangladesh government has
made for selective input subsi-

ECONOMIC REFORMS
PEOPLE’S
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DEVELOPMENT IN
BANGLADESH
by Qazi Kholiquzzaman
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dies to agriculture in response
to the realities on the ground
dlespite donor pressure to the
contrary. The author is also
quick to point out that there are
many other issues that need to
be addressed, for which a
framework must be developed
for "adjusting the adjustment
programines” Lo respond to the
special conditions and re-

uirements of the country. And
the starting point should be to
recognise that efforts to accel-
erate economic growth need to
be designed and implemented in
such a manner that the goals of
growth and of poverty allevia-
tion and inequalily are pro-
moted simultaneously.

What has been recounted
here gives an intimation of the
drift of Dr. Ahmad's analyses
and observations regarding the
various problems that attend
the development process, na-
tionally and internationally,
and their implications for
Bangladesh in particular. He
has developed his essay around
three key concepts — economic
reforms. people’s participation,
and development. Defining de-
velopment as sustained im-
provements in the living condi-
tions (welfare) of all citizens of
a country in an environment
[social, political, cultural, eco-
nomic, and natural} character-
ized by equity, security and
freedom quchoice, Dr. Ahmad
has discussed its important di-
mensions as they relate to
Bangladesh under the rubrics (i)
Poverty alleviation:; [ii) Eco-
nomic growth: (iii) Reduction in
inequality; liv)] Access to social
services [education, training,
health) and improved human
capability; (v) Security of life
and property; (vi] Freedom of
participation (enlarged choices)
in social, political, economic
and cultural pursuits. Le. estab-
lishment of a democratic order:

and H".“} Environmental sus-
lairnability.

One notices a rare [usion of
macro and micro visions as he
ranges-over.a bewildering array
of prohléms and puts ferth
‘ideas for their solution, ideas
that carry conviction because of
the stamp they bear as much of
a patriot's concern for his im-
poverished countrymen as of a
humanist's compassion for the
deprived among his fellow hu-
m.ns. Above all, as this book
testifies, he has the courage of

—= ﬁ

his convictions. Consider this:
“... country after country, hav-
ing opted for and pursuing
global integration, has failed to
gain much. Even the economies
of the East and South East
Aslan Tigers are now shat-
tered... ere is a lot to learn
from (these) experiences, from
the way these countries

achieved phenomenal economic
rowth over the past lwo

ades or more and the reasons
behind their present curren
crisis and economic turmoil.
The share market debacle in
Bangladesh in late 1996 /early
1997 is also a pointer to the
currency-related risks that free
market and globalization could
entall, wunless adequate
regulatory safeguards are in
place and properl
implemented... which global-
ization is it that a country is
pursuing? Who globalizes or
integrates with whom? Who
-gains, who loses?"

If the present reform process
is not reformed in the light of
the strengths and weaknesses of
globalizing developing coun-
tries, the author goes on to say,
“there may lurk in the back-

ound a big jolt and a huge dis-
illusionment.” Intellectual in-
tegrity of a high order shines
through these words. To ques-
tion the dictates of the divini-
ties of the day takes courage.
But the question remains: will
these warnings and the ques-
tions voiced ring in the corri-

dors of power, in Washington,
or even tloser home?

The author ends his essay
with a very significant link-up
of two contrasting quotations
from Tagore; one lrom a poem
written in 1910 in which Tagore
envisions the meeting of East
and West, transcending all
man-made national boundaries
and working together to uphold
human dignity and the spirit of
humanity around the world
(Pashchim aji khuliachhe
daar...): and the other from a
prose piece, Civilization in Cri-
sis, written in 1941, a few
months before his death, in
which he ruefully confesses, "It
has become impossible to re-
tain faith in the western civi-
lization. It has shown us its .
muscle power but it has failed to
uphold its commitment to lib-
erty. True civilization calls for
a relationship among human
beings which is based on equity
and respect. But the West has to-
tally disregarded that basic
tenet and thereby virtually
closed the door of progress and
development for India ... At the
beginning of my life [ had
placed great trust in the western
civilization and its gifts. Now,
at the time of my departure
from this world, that belief has
been completely shattered.” Dr,
Ahmad’'s remark that "under
the business-as-usual scenario
in terms of the currently ruling
paradigm the [ilure of the
global order (might prove to be)
a 21st century deja vu a la
Tagore” is no attempt at proph-
esying, but is based on the hard
facts adduced and the inferences
they inevitably yield. Policy
makers had better sit up and
take note.

Reviewed by A. Moula

—t]

‘War Veteran’s Star Faces Early Eclipse

HE decline of the leader of

I Zimbabwe's liberation war

veterans. Dr Chenjerai

Hunzvi, has been as rapid as his
rise.

A vear after he emerged from
obscurity and entered the polit-
ical spotlight. his star is being
eclipsed. His weakness appears
to be an inability to recognise
his limitations.

Hunzvi, 59, rose to promi-
nence last August after organis-
ing veterans demonstrations
for compensation. The protests
were fuelled by allegations that
leading government and ruling-
party officials had milked
400 million from the War Vic-
tims' Compensation Fund.

In a rare direct challenge to
President Robert Mugabe, who
has always been given
widespread respect for his lead-
ership role in the nationalist

strugdle against g'hite minoriky
rule, the ex-combatants inter-

rupted a speech he was giving by
beating drums and singing rev-
olutionary songs.

The challenge was totally
unexpected because the war vet-
erans’ organisation is regarded
as a wing of the ruling Zim-
babwe African National Union
(Patriotic Front).

In response, Mugabe agreed
to make payments of Z8 50,000
each to at least 40,000 ex-com-
batants and also promised
them Z$ 2.000 tax-free monthly
pensions.

Some economists and politi-
cal pundits say the award will
damage the economy.

Nevertheless, Hunzvi
emerged from the confronta-
tion as a prominent figure —
everl re%ar ed by some as a po-
tential future presidential can-
didate.

But instead of building on
his newly-acquired glory, Hun-

A year ago, the leader of Zimbabwe's
liberation war veterans was riding high.
There was talk of him taking a national

political role. But he appears to have

overplayed his hand, reports Gemini News
Service, and has made several enemies.

Tendai Madinah writes from Harare

zvi has crossed swords with

several important sectors of so-

clety. In June, he narrowly es-

ca a beating by scores of war

collaborators, I!;‘.eu;::he who had
the

supported nationalist
struggle without actually taking
up arms.

They were angered by re-
marks made by Hunzvi and
former army commander Gen-
eral Solomon Mujuru, who al-
legedly told a (PF) gather-
ing that the war collaborators
were merely “small boys who
never went to war or cons-
tributed significantly to it" and
had lost direction. Hunzvi was

forced to llee, ‘ _
The collaborators’ associa-

tion argues that members' role
in the struggle has not been
properly a]i:lprcclatcd+

War collaborators' national
chairman Ranjinos Kawara
said : “"We feel that in rewarding
only ex-combatants. the gov-
ernment was very selfish and
unfair. The collaborators made
it possible for the comrades to
survive.”

His organisation has been
agitating against ZANU (PF)
since the ’party turned down its
requests for official recognition
and a financial token of appre-
ciation for members’ role in the
independence struggle.

Kawara accused Hunzvi of
being overbearing. "He is for

ever attacking everybody.” he
said. "I am telling you now, he
could trigger a civil war.’
Kawara threatened to 1ell his
supporters to beat Hunzvi
whenever they saw him.

Hunzvi denied campaigning
against the collaborators. "We
do not talk about the affairs of
other organisations, except
those involving war veterans.”
he commented.

He has also run into criti-
cism for saying on national
television that war veterans
would go back to the streets if
the government failed to deliver
on other demands, including
calls for land. free health care
and education and financial
help in establishing businesses.

Besides this. he told journal-
ists that members of his organ-
isation should not be prose-
cuted or harassed as a result of
the findings a commission of
inquiry into the administra-
tion of the War Victims' Com-
pensation Fund. The commis-
sion, headed by Justice Godirey
Chidyausiku, was set up last
year following reports in the

independent media of fund
misappropriations.
Hunzvi's remarks were

widely condemned, even from
within his association.

Mike Auret, national direc-
tor of the Catholic Commission
for Justice and Peace in Zim-

babwe. described it as "shock-
ing” that a person in his posi-
tion should undermine at-
tempts to ensure the proper
administration of the fund.
particularly when much of the
evidence indicated that fraudu-
lent applications had been
made.

“Dr Hunzvi should be re-

minded that these [raudulent
applications have caused gen-

uine war victims to be seriously
preLudiced by the suspension of
disbursement of war victims'
funds.” said Auret.

An editorial comment in the
respected newspaper, the Fi-
nancial Gazette, said: "Un-
doubtedly, Hunzvi has done a
lot to lift the well-being of his
comrades, especially his efforts
which saw him orchestrate vio-
lent protests by the war veter-
ans to wring unprecedented
concessions from a terrified
government — concessions
which have wreaked havoc on
an already fragile economy. But
he must not get carried away to
behave as if he has become a
law unto himself or that this
country owes him or his mem-
bers a living. No.”

Earlier this year. Hunzvi
threatened to mobilise ex-
guerillas to attack and drive out
the ecnnumicallfl powerful
white community for colludin
with the Zimbabwe Congress 0
Trade Unions (ZCTU) in its dis-
putes with the government.

His remarks not only an-
noyed the ZCTU, but also
brought a police warning
against making statements un-
dermining the national ecomn-
omy. Such threats, noted a po-
lice spokesman, invited vio-
lence.

The author is a writer with
Horizon magazine in Harare,
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Poverty Worsens
in Nepal

KATMANDU: The number of
Nepalese living in absolute
poverty has almost doubled in
the last two decades to nine mil-
lion, according to Nepal's na-
tional Human Development Re-

rt (HDR) released recently in
thmandu. About 45 per cent

of the population of 21 million -

lives in poverty, over half a
million are malnourished, says
the report. Life is infinitely
harder for women than for
men. And there

are great disparities in hu-

man development indicators

among various districts and re-
ons of Nepal, with the capital
thmandu faring the best.

Devendra Nath Pandey, head
of the Nepal South Asia Centre
which has prepared the report
commissioned by United Na-
tions Development Programimne,
is of the opinion that the find-
ings are irrelevant unless
translated into policy and im-
plemented at grassroots level. —
WFS/News Network

China's Education

Mission

BEIJING: In the next three
years China is planning to in-
vest 5.49 billion yuan in estab-
lishing 14,942 primary and
middle schools in 469 poor
counties in nine provinces. The
largest of its kind ever pro-
pounded by the ministries of fi-
nance and education, the goal of
the project is to make compul-
sory education universal, ac-
cording to a report in the 'Bei-
jingrgeﬂeuf. June 8-14.

e project will help nearly
1000 middle and primary
schools to improve their dilap-

idated buildings, provide teach-

ing tools, books and materials,
desks and chairs and most im-
portant, provide intensive

teacher training courses. Areas
with a significant revolution-
ary history will get priority
over other poverty stricken
counties.

Between 1995-97 China ac-
complished the first phase of
this ambitious project by di-
recting 5.3 billion yuan to
building 42,000 schools in 383
counties of 13 provinces.

e /News Network



