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NNAN — the sixth largest
of China's 27 provinces is a
true multinational
rovince. It is the homeland of
6 nationalities. Han Chinese
are the m%?rit)r — almost 67
per cent. ¢ balance 33 per
cent or about 12 million com-
prise 25 minority nationalities
— which constitute almost one-
sixth of the total minority na-
tionalities of China. They are
the Yi, Bai, Hani, Zhuang, Dai,
Miau, Lisu, Hui (Muslims),
Lahu, Wa, Naxi, Yao, Tibetan,
Jingpo, Bulang, Pumi, Nu,
Achang, Deang, Junuo, Shui,
Buyi, Mongolian, Dulong and
Man.

This geographically varied
land is not only the homeland
of the greatest number of the
China's minority nationalities,
but also the homeland of half of
China's plant and animal
species. Of 30,000 plants of
China 18,000 are found here. It
contains 2700 species of trees.
300 species of aromatic plants,
1000 species of medicinal
plants and 2100 species of or-
namental plants. It is the home

- of renowned flowers Azaleas

and rhododendrons. Yunnan's
camellia is the best in the
world. It is the important base
of production for natural aro-
matics and Chinese medicine.

Yunnan is the homeland of
largest varieties — almost 50

er cent — of wild animals
ound in China. Among them
are 230 species of beasts, 310
species of birds, 130 species of
reptiles and 300 species of fresh
water fish. As many as 89
species of animals are now un-
der state protection because be-
ing rarity and under threat of
extinction.

Yunnan — the province of
mystery. beauty, picturesque
sights and affluence is also very
rich in mineral resources of the
140 types of valuable minerals
known to mankind today, 118
types are available in Yunnan.
Ninety per cent of total non-fer-
rous resources of China are
found here. It has abundant re-
serve of iron ore, magnesite,
diatomite, gypsum. marble,
lead, zinc, germanium. tin, in-
dium, platinum, zirconium,
habite, sylvite, ignite, copper,
nickel, phosphorous,
mirabilite, arsenium. It has a
history of mining tin for 400
years.

No wonder, Yunnan — mear-
ing the "South of the Clouds" —
is also well known for its mild
climate year round. At an eleva-
tion of 1890 m (6200 ft) its capi-
tal Kunming is called the
"Spring City". The average ele-
vation of Yunnan is 2000 me-
ters. The highest point is
Kagebo Peak.’' 6740 meters
(22,000 ft) while the lowest
point is 76.4 meters (250 ft) and
offer cool respiterduring the
SUITIITICET .

In addition to be knowii-as
the land of minority nationali-,
ties it also enjoys the titles of
Kingdom of Plants, Kingdom of
Animals and Kingdom of Non-
ferrous Metals. Geographically
varied Yunnan covers an area
of 3,94.000 sq.km and has a
population of 36 million. It
borders a long 4061 km with

Yunnan : China's Gateway to ASEAN and SAARC

by Abdul Awal Mintoo

Other than ice covered mountain peaks, valuable rain forest, magnificent lakes, turbulent rivers and tributaries,
deep valleys, spectacular gorges, hot springs, it has Grottoes, the earth mound forest and another wonder of

Laos, Vietnam and Burma. Its
terrain is as widely divergent as
tropical rain forest and lush
lynglcs bordering Laos and

jetnam and towering Ic
mountains adjoining sout
Burma and Tibet.

Geologically, Yunnan is an
offshoot of Tibet. Mighty rang
of eastern Himalayas lan south
to Yunnan from Tibet. Fertile
lake basins lie in geological
faults on the plateau. Among 40
lakes. Dianchi around Kun-
ming, Erahi around Dali and
Fuxian lake are the largest. The
red soil produces rice in abun-
dance and year round vegeta-
bles. Tea that are produced in
Yunnan is considered to be best
in China. Among food crops
rice, wheat and corn are staples.
In addition it is one of largest
Emduccrs of tea, sugar and to-

acco. Because of pleasant cli-
mate it produces also the largest
varieties of fruits ranging from
tropical, sub-tropical and of
frigid zone species. Ten per cent
of China's total timber reserve

is in Yunnan.
Most of the mighty rivers

originating in Himalayas
channel through immensely
deep canyons ol Yunnan. The
Salween, the Makong, the Red
and the Yangzi flows side by
side and at places barely 50
miles apart. These large and
mighty rivers and their tribu-
taries form six water systems in
Yunnan and in addition 180
rivers and tributaries flow tur-
bulently between the moun-

tains, ﬂgﬂﬁ and valleys to
Burma, Laos, Kampuchea, Viet-
nam. Thailand and through

other parts of China to South
China Sea and Bay of Bengal.
One of the largest gorge of the
world namely Tiger Leaping
Gorge is in Yunnan. From top to
the water surface it measures
3900 meter (12,700 ft).

Other than ice covered
mountain peaks, valuable rain
forest, magnificent lakes, tur-
bulent rivers and tributaries,
deep valleys, spectacular gorges,
hot springs, it has Grottoes, the
earth mound forest and another
wonder of nature — the Stone
forest.

There is no recorded history
to show how Yunnan became

opulated or how its people
Eved. For the first thousand
years of China's recorded his-
tory it was known only as a
savage region inhabited by a
large number of non-Chinese
aborigine peoples. In 1955 a so-
phisticated Bronze-age culture
was discovered. Tomb excava-
tions unearthed thousands of
artifacts dating back 1200 BC.
Weapons, drums, silver, jade,
paintings and other materials
described in details the daily
life of those people. They prac-
tised advance methods of agri-
'F]J‘hurﬂ " 1 F 5 R N

Recorded history shows that
about 339 BC Prince ol Lhe
Yangzi river valley sent his
Genteral Zhuarlg Qlao td'conquer’
Yunnan. The campaign lasted
10 years. When the general
found his return route were cut
off by rivals he declared himself
the king and set up the Kingdom
of Dian. For two centuries his
descendants ruled the kingdom.
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nature — the Stone forest.
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By 220 AD important silk trade
route opened up. One branch of
the route passed through
Myanmar and India via
Yunnan. This route used to be
known as the Southern Silk
Route. Han Emperor's wish to
control the silk trade brought
the second Chinese invasion of
Yunnan. Failing to cross the
formidable mountain they
eventually withdrew. Yunnan
continued to be on its own
course as independent country
ruled by tribal chiefs. Until the
8th century six chiefs ruled
Yunnan. In 732 AD one of the
chiefs invited other five to a
banquet. As they all got drunk
the wooden banquet hall were
set on fire Killing them all. The
triumphant prince then de-
clared himself NANZHAO — the
Prince of south. His capital was
Kunming. Later kingdom of
Dali captured Kunming and
made it a secondary capital
wiile Yunnan was ruled lrom
Pali. At'present Dali is the set+
ond biggest cily of Yunnan and
centre of trade with Burma, In-
dia and Tibet. Until 1253 Yun-
narn was a strong and indepen-
dent kingdom at par with Tibet
and China, its two warring
neighbours.

The kingdom came to an end

in 1253 when Kublai Khan led
his mighty army of 100.000
troops and invaded China:
Yunnan was first to fell to the
Mongol. He staged a dress re-
hearsal at Dali and went on to
conquer whole of China helped
by Muslims from Persia and
Central Asia as his allies.
Firmly establishing the Yuan
Dynasty in "Dadu” or "as it is
now known as "Beijing” he sent
part of his fierce troops to Yun-
nan as a watchdog. As the Mon-
gol invaded Yunnan most of the
Daf ulation fled to west and
south leaving Yunnan virtually
empty. Muslim settlers were
helpful to repopulate the area
including helping Dai people
back to Yunnan. In 1271 Mon-
gol Emperor officially declared
Yunnan as a province of Yuan
Kingdom. Thus officially Yun-
nan became a part of China.
Kunming was declared as itls
capital instead of Dali. For 130
ears Yunnan was ruled by

‘Muslims. By 1368 Yuan dmaat{*

established by Kublai Khan fel
to rebel leader Zhu Yuanzhang,
an orphan and a Buddhist
Novice. He established the Ming
Dynasty to rule China for next
300 years.

Yunnan was the last area to
hold out. Chinese forces of Ming

Emperor invaded Yunnan in
1382 and subjugated the Muslim
resistance in Kunming. This is
known to be third Chinese in-
vasion. Most of the Muslims
from Kunming either fled or
were killed by Ming forces. Onl
a handful of Muslims fscapecr
the massacre. One such Muslim
boy named Ma Ho alias San Bao
who later was known as Zhen
He rose to become the admiral,
head of the China's diplomatic
and trade mission to west and
greatest explorer of the world.
He is honoured throughout
China but most loved by the
eople of Yunnan — the land of
is birth. During the Ming and
the Quing Dynasty — for almost
years — Yunnan was used by
China as a kind of Andaman Is-
land — a place of exile for dissi-
dents, criminals and ofticials
disfavoured by emperors — a
place treated like a serni-bar
baric region.

In the early 18th century as
the Qing emperor used Yunnan
as the springboard to stage mili-
tary invasion to upper Burma,
it started getting attention
again. During the same time
Burma fell under the influence
of British empire in India and
France established a foothold
in Vietnam. Both powers set

their eyes on Yunnan's rich tin
and copper mines.

In 1855, a dispute between
Muslim and Chinese miners es-
calated into full scale rebellion.
It raged on for almost 20 years.
Muslims leader Du Wenxiu, the
Sultan of Dali, attacked Kun-
ming few times and besieged the
city. Muslims set up their own
capital in Dali supported by
Han. Bai and Yi people. It was
truly a peasants uprising
against Manchu dynasty.
Britain supplied arms to Mus-
lims through Burma and
France sent arms to the em-
peror through Vietnam. Finally
in 1873 the rebellion was
crushed with much bloodshed
and cruelty. Du killed himself
by taking poison. The Qing
troops cut off his head and his
tomb contain only his body.
Every men, women and chil-
dren were slanghtered in Dali
and thousands more were mas-
sacred in small towns. Soon
thereafter plague broke pout,
killing those survived. Thus,
Yunnan was depopulated twice
— once when Kublai Khan in-
vaded and again after peasant
rebellion was crushed. As the
Qing dynasty weakened both
Britain and France got impor-
tant concessions. France got

few weeks back, a col-
league walked over to my

ffice, shaking his head
and smiling: "You crazy
Bangladeshis!"

Puzzled, | reached over for
the newspaper he was carrying.
It was a local paper, open to the
"Sports" section. Buried in the
middle was a story about soc-
cer-fever around the world. The
story talked about guards
posted at a Bangladesh power
station, in fear of angry fans
who might retaliate if electric-
ity went out during a World Cup
match. My friend shook his
head — he was not a soccer fan,
and this level of fanatical devo-
tion mystified him.

[ proceeded to tell him more
stories: about students demon-
strating to postpone exams
ahead of the World Cup, about
older men who have had heart
altacks while watching a game,
about the Bangladesh parlia-
mernl's heated censure motion
against the referee who penal-
ized Maradona. He was balffled,
nothing in his years of watch-
ing basketball and baseball had
equipped him to comprehend a
sport with that level of audience
participation.

While the US famously re-
mains one of soccer's last fron-
tiers, things are changing. The
1994 World Cup was the opening
volley of an invasion of Ameri-
can shores. 1998 ushered in a
higher level of enthusiasm for
the sport — especially in a cos-
mopolitan and diverse city like
New York.

. For the last month, I had
been treating myself to outdoor
viewing of this fine sport. Sev-
eral large screen televisions
had been installed around the
HBO building, and in adjoining
Bryant Park — a block away
from Times Square. During the
initial matches, about 70-80
spectators showed up for each
match. This was at 3 PM, right
in the middle of the business
day. Interestingly, the televi-
sions alternated between show-
ing Wimbledon and the World
Cup — the crowd for the World
Cup was easily double that for
Wimbledon.

Finally, for the England-Ar-
gentina "sudden-death" match,
well over .two hundred people

gathered in front of each te\eﬂ—
sion set. People began spilling

into the streets and drawing
more curious onlookers. The
audience was primarily new
immigrants, especially those
from Africa and Latin America
— but in addition, there were
sprinkles of the Mayflower
aristocrats, Asians and, of
course, European expatriates.
Over in Grand Central Termi-

The World Cup Fever That Was

Naeem Mohaiemen writes from New York

For the England-Argentina "'sudden-death' match, well over two hundred people gathered in front of each
television set. People began spilling into the streets and drawing more curious onlookers.

nal, two large screen televisions
were sel up in the main ticket
area. But halfway through the
match they had to shut off the
sets as the crowds were getting
too large and blocking off the
ticket booth. This crowd also
came over to our park spot. Fi-
nally, even newspaper photog-
raphers showed up to take pic-
tures of the crowds.

A week later, a lazy July 4
descended on New York. De-
termined to make the most of
the clluarter-finals. I dragged
myself out of bed and sprinted
over Lo St. Dymphnas lrish Pub
to catch the second half with
friends. The crowd here was
entirely European. The bar
tender was British, the punters
were mostly French. But to my
utter disappointment, espe-
cially given how early [ had to
wake up on a Saturday, it was a
goal-less match. The French
Batrﬂns stayed glued to the set,

ut we (the non-French contin-
gent)] could barely muster
enough enthusiasm to stare at
the screen. It is the "Penalty
World Cup"” as the bar tender

classic Brazil. Little jigs broke
out after every goal; wild hoot-
ing, tambourines, yellow shirts
in the air. Channel 4 News, and
another cameraman from Uni-
vision showed up — to document
our little Brazilian corner.
Univision is a Spanish channel
owned by former Clinton cabi-
net secretary, Henry Cisneros.
Of the three channels carrying
World Cup matches, UNIVI-
SION was the leader over ABC
and ESPN because of the an-
nouncer's famous "GOOOLLLL"
yell — a particular {avorite with
New York's large Latino popu-
lation.

We were not the only non-
Brazilians there, there were two
rip-roaring Irishmen sitting in
front of us. One of them was a
real character. We started talk-
ing about disgraced English

layer, David "Red Card” Beck-
1am. Beckham was now in New
York, afraid to go back to Lon-
don. Ouwr Irish friend informed
us that he was staying at the
osh Four Seasons Hotel, that
e had tried to call him, but

Reasons Soccer won't
Catch On

1) Too many sports: "People
don't understand what a
crowded market you're trying to
build into", said Alan Rothen-
berg, president of US Soccer
Federation. By the time the
World Cup final comes around,
Americans have endured NBA
and NHL finals, US Open Gold,
Wimbledon. baseball's All-Star
Game, NBA draft, the start of
WNBA season, and numerous
auto races. Fatigue sets in.

2) Michael Jordan doesn’t
wear cleats: US yet to produce
world-wide soccer star. [n na-
tion where winning is every-
thing, nothing short of world
domination will make general
public take note.

3) Soccer at young age only:
Soccer is now the second most
popular participatory sport in
the US after baseball — but only
at a young age. Nine million
Americans age 6-11 play soccer,
but the number falls to five
million when they hit the 12-17

age group,

are the first set of homegrown
American soccer stars — nol
imports, As Stefan wrote,
"Simply put, US soccer has a
Michael Jordan. He probably

just turned nine years old”

3) More Spanish speakers:
Number of Americans of Span-
ish/Hispanic origin will be 41
million in 2010-- 14% of the
Pﬂpulalmn. Finally, a fan base
arge enough to grab marketer's
attention,

4) Media Interest: In 1994, a
Boston columnist said "soccer
is the only sport that success-
fully combines terrorism,
kickball and vomiting”. An-
other Chicago writer called it a
"silly foreign game". These
"Ugly Americans” with their
xenophobic views seem to have
evaporated. 250 American

journalists requested media

credentials for this World Cup,
compared to 13 in 1986.

5) Corporate America does
care: In 1989, US Soccer Federa-
tion had 2 sponsors and a $2
million budget. Now, there are
18 sponsors and a $38 million
budget. ABC and ESPN have

New York also experienced some of soccer's egalitarian side-effects. In bars with Iefevisfun sets, a curious
mixture of audience gathered. Black, brown, and white faces sitting together — even if only for a day.
Investment bankers, corporate sharks, taxi drivers, newspaper stand owners, and students; immigrants and blue

bloods — all mixing it up in the multi-racial democracy of soccer.

kept telling us. Happily, the
irigh hreak%ast wasrlﬁjupni and
that kept our mind off the game.
Match over, we rounded up
some other friends and took the
subway uptown to Cabana Cari-
oca, one of numerous Brazilian
restaurants on 46th Street
(which has the secondary street
sign of "Little Brazil"). Anirud-
dha Das, our only friend who
speaks Portuguese and Spanish,
was our passport to Cabana. By
speaking native-tongue, he en-
sured we got decent spols —
wedged against the glass door,
since all bar-stools and tables
had been taken over long ago.
The restaurant was packed!
People kept coming in and get-
ting turned away by the bar-
tender. Finally he posted a
henchman outside to turn peo-
ple away.
Denmark scored the first
oal, and a funeral pallor set-
%Ir,d over the room. You would
not think this was the famous
Latin-American audience — ev-
eryone looked shell-shocked.
But then came the equalizer,
and from then on the room was

"David was not taking calls".
"And well might he hide,” said
the Irishman, "Otherwise
someone in London might
shoot him, just like Andres Es-
cobar in Colombia”.

After the match is over, we
walk out — all the restaurants
are discharging fans waving the
flag. Cries of "Brasil" every-
where. Clearly the celebrations
will continue into the evening.

Meanwhile, what did the US
media make of all this? There
had been a steady stream of in-
teresting articles. Some naive,
some ignorant, some surpris-
ingly well-rounded. The cover-
age began on June 16 with the
VILLAGE VOICE's amusing,
tongue-in-cheek parody enti-
tled "Why the US will win the
World Cup”. Needless to say,
none of the Voice's optimistic
predictions came true!

On a more serious note, Ste-
fan Fatsis of the WALL STREET
JOURNAL [June 12) listed rea-
sons for and against soccer

catching on in the US. Here

were some of the more salient
points in his piece:

4) Television: Soccer is TV-
unfriendly for American couch
potatoes. Huge field, players
spread apart, no breaks in

ame, low scores. American

-viewers are not used to this.

5) Corporate America doesn't
care: Coke bought commercial
time on the Spanish channel,
but ignored ABC and ESPN. Un-
tit marketers feel the need to
throw big dollars at the main-
stream audience, the sport

won't get funding here.
Reasons Soccer
will Catch On

1) We're America, we Can Do
It: The nationalist approach.
Also known as, if-you-build-it-
they-will-come. Nike and IMG
have poured -$50 million into a
program to identig the best
players by age 13. But without
years of a tradition, can the US
plan its way to a world champi-
onship?

2) Mia Hamm, Eddie Pope,
Brian McBride: Hamm is the

best player in women's soccer
worldwide. Pope and McBride

converted, yet.
Andrey Sliv
larly
NY PRESS, complaining about
"effeminate white Europeans”
in New York, watching a
that he considers pathetic —
with "dainty”
falling over every few minutes.
Enthusiastic fans punched back
with a barrage of anti-Slivka
letters to the newspaper. The
best rebuttal came from Jason
Theater of Manhattan. Tack-
ling Slivka's idea that most
soccer fans are "white”, and that
the players are "dainty", Jason
wrote: "You can fin
World Cup viewers everywhere
in New York City. Man
recently from Tunisia,
Cameroon,
Brazil,
'dainties' who play can keep

ol
ﬁt:ggnf game that would leave

230 hours of coverage for this
World Cup, showing every sin-
gle game. Nike will spend $120
million over the next eight
years,

Still, not every American is

e columnist
wrote a cu-
obnoxious article in the

ame

players who keep

ardent

came
exico,
Colombia, Korea,
Nigeria, etc.....Those

for 90 continuous min-

athletes of most other sports
vomiting on the sidelines.”

Another choice letter came
from Joe Rodrigue of New
Haven, who wrote: "Face it —
soccer is the lingua franca of
sports and has an enthusiastic
following practically every-
where. It's time America got
with the program and started
taking it seriously.... Basket-
ball, the province of freaks, is
played in Europe here and
there, and baseball is popular
in Cuba, parts of South Amer-
ica, Japan and Taiwan. Same
for ice hockey. American foot-
ball? Nobody even knows the
rules outside of the US."

Quite a bit of rage in all those
letters. After reading the re-
sponses, | concluded that it was
not just assorted immigrants
like myself that cared about
soccer in the US. There are now
numerous "homegrown” Ameri-
cans who had become ardent
followers, and woe to any igno-
rant writer who might dare to
make light of the sport.

The World Cup finals came

on a Sunda{. The key question
for the enlire weekend was,

where do we watch the game?
There were a few dozen bars and
restaurants showing the final
on their large-screen televi-
sions. But our group of friends
were evenly divided between
French and Brazilian support-
ers — neutral territory was the
order of the day. In the end, we
chose an all-American "sports
bar”, with soccer incongruou
competing with a basebal
match on one of the smaller
television sets. As always, soc-
cer remains a game of contrasts
— both on-screen and off. In a
France most recently besieged
by Le Pen's anti-immigrant
hysteria and anti-Muslim re-
marks by cultural icons like
Brigitte t. we were treated
to the sight of a victorious
Black-French player running
onto the field with the tricolor.
And of course there was Zina-
dine — in a Paris where French
children spit on Algerians, an
Algerian boy from the poor
neighborhoods ended up the
biggest hero of the day.

n that Sunday, New York
also experienced some of soc-
cer's egalitarian side-effects. In
bars with television sets, a cu-
rious mixture of audience gath-
ered. Black, brown, and white

" faces sitting together — even if

only for a day. Investment
bankers, corporate sharks, taxi
drivers, n per stand own-
ers, and students; immigrants
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ermission to construct rail
ine from Hanol to Yunnan to
trade with mineral-rich Yun-
nan and Britain got concession
to nﬁn trade thro Burma.
ring World War Il when
Japan invaded China and occu-
pied the east coast, government
agencies and armament facto-
ries were shifted to Yunnan.
Rcfugcca fleeing eastern China
found shelter here. Fresh ideas
with new population came in
and much progress were made
since then. ied forces sta-
tioned in China got their sup-
plies through Burma. War con-
vinced the old population sup-
ported by the newly arrived
Chinese from the east that
Yunnan's best interest can be
served only with China and
thus there were no resistance to

Chairman Mao's liberation
forces.
The Greatest Chinese

Muslim

From the Han dynasty Chi-
nese emperors used to employ
young people as eunuch in the
palaces and in the imperial
court, Traditionally, their role
was to serve the Emperor,
Prince, Princess and in harem
of the imperial palace where no
other adult male was allowed to
enter other than the emperor.
In the late years of Ming dy-
nasty Imperial court and
palaces employed about 70,000
to 100,000 eunuchs. One such
Eunuch was a Muslim boy
named Ma Ho alias San Bao, a
descendant of an early Mongol

overnor. His father and grand
ather both made the pilgrim-
age to Mecca and performed the
Hajj. He heard a lot of story
about oceans beyond China
from his father and grandfa-
ther. Thus navigation had be-
come an ideal to which he as-
pired. About 60 Km south-west
of Kunming situated the small
town of Kunyan
Lake Dianchi where this great-
est Muslim Chinese was born in

1371. In 1381 only at the age of

10 while he was playing in a
fishing boat in Dianchi lake
near the besieged city of Kun-
ming and dreaming to be a
sailor, Ming troops captured ev-
eryone including him and
taken as prisoner. Lucky
enough, he was made a eunuch,
to serve Zhu Li, the fourth son
of the Ming emperor. Known as
San Bao the eunuch., he man-
aged to please the Prince so
much that by the age of 20 he
was made a junior officer in the

army. His abilities won him
many influential friends in the

Imperial Court. Because no one
with the surname of Ma could
be allowed in the high places of
the Imperial court the emperor
bestowed Ma Ho alias San Bao a
new surname of Zheng He.
When Zhu Li launched the re-
bellion to seize power he had
shown his greatest talent and
h"eg:ed Zhu Li to win the war
and become the emperor. Zheng
He was appointed as the Impe-
rial Eunuch in the Royal Court
with enormous power and pres-
tige.

For 300 years China had
been extending its seaborne
power importing various mate-
rials from different parts of
Asia. The art of ship building
and navigation reached their
height during the early Ming
Dymnasty. In 1405, the Ming Em-
peror appointed him the Chief
Diplomat and Commander in
Chief of all missions to the
western seas. He took 62 ships
carrying 27.800 men — the
biggest naval fleet in the whole
world at that time. Between
1405 and 1433 in a span of 28
Fears he has commanded seven
ar-flung voyages that took him
to the Indian Ocean, Arabia,
Persia and East Africa covering
30 countries which are known
today as Kampuchea, Thailand,
Vietnam, Philippines, Indone-
sin, Malaysia, Singapore, India,

Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Mal-
dives, Pakistan. Iran. Saudi
Arabia. Yemen, Somalia,

Kenya, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Ere-
trea etc. In the history of navi-
gation this was a pioneering
record.

After returning from suc-
cessful third trip in 1411 he
visited his birth place Kunyang
in Yunnan. His father died one
year after he was taken as pris-
oner without knowing exactly
what happened to his young
son. He erected a tomb in hon-
our of his father known as
Tomb (Mazar) of Ma Hajji, vis-
ited by Chinese of all faith even
today. Zheng He's family mem-
ber continued to flourish in
Kunyang and Kunming for cen-
turies until they Ijnincd the
Muslim rebellion led by Du
Wenxiu. As the rebellion was
crushed by the Chinese many
were killed, others fled else-
where. As they fled, tombstone
was buried in the ground of the
Mazar area to be rediscovered
only in 1984 and erected again.
MWhen 1 visited the Mazar I

on the bank of

. should econnect

found many Chinese reading
the stele carefully and praying
for salvation ol his soul.

Zheng He visited every ma-

port of south and south-east
Asia including Chittagong on
his fourth voyage. While return-
ing he brought with him 30 en-
voys from different countries,
states, kingdoms and regions to
forge diplomatic relations with
China and pay homage to Em-
peror. After six years on his
sixth voyage he took them all
back home. Zheng He's voyages
and discoveries helped China to
remain as a maritime power of
Asia for next hundred years. It
encouraged Chinese emigrants
to settle in foreign countries
where Chinese communities
have flourished eversince. All
seven voyages were successful
and without mishap. Zheng He
kept logs and details of all his
voyages. His atlases, charts and
logs bequeathed a priceless
record to the world and made
maritime history. All these
records are collected and kept
in archives of military
achievement in China. These
long voyages were undertaken
almost 100 years before Colum-
bus, Vasco da Gama and Ferdi-
nand Magellan. He died in 1435
but is still honoured throughout
China.

In Chinese communities of
south-east Asia stories about
Zheng He are told again and
again. His kinsman are now
distributed in many parts of
China as well as in Thailand.
Every year on the Eid-ul-Fitr
descendants of Ma Hajjl come
to Kunyang to remember their
great ancestors.

Yunnan — its natural beauty,
turbulent history, snow peak
mountains, tropical rain forest,
lush jungles, miracle stone for-
est, hot springs, magnificent
lakes, gorgeous flowers, abun-
dance of wild animals, famous
aromatic and medicinal plants,
plentiful of fruits, finest tea. so
many natural resources, gorges,
mighty rivers, fertile lands,
healthy climate, ideal location
as the China's gateway to south
and south-east Asia, large mi-
nority nationalities, their
colourful costumes, music,
folklore and finally the friend-
liness of its people have com-
bined to make it one of Asia’'s
most attractive areas.

Dali — 360 Km south-west of
Kunming, the seco:.” biggest
city of Yunnan has been in the
forefront of China's trade with
south and south-east Asia for
centuries. Both China-Burma
highway and Yunnan-Tibet
highway E!)ass through Dali.
Once the ESCAP planned Asian
highway is built and linked up,
there will be no difficulty to
reach Dali and Kunming from
Bangladesh. Presently Kun-
ming is connected with Thai-
land via Chiangmat and Burma
‘'via Mandalay. Bangladesh
itsetf - with

Burma via Sylhet and Chit-
tagong. From Sylhet

Shilchar [Assam) and Imphal
(Manipur) to Mandalaya will be
a shorter route. From Imphal to
Mandalaya there already exists
a road connection. Thailand is
now making another feasibility
study to build new highway
from Nan. Thailand to Kun-
ming via Laos. China and
Burma already agreed to build a
deepwater port in Arakan near
Akyab which will connect Yun-
nan directly to sea. With the
completion of the Asian high-
way it may be possible by the
Chinese to use even Chittagong
Port some day which will be
very beneficial to our economy.
Today tourism is becoming
one of the main foreign ex-
change earners of Yunnan.
Usually tourists coming to
Thailand and Burma are pack-
agin with Yunnan. If
Bangladesh can develop a plan
to reach these European, Amer-
ican and Japanese tourists to
make them aware about Cox's
Bazar sea beach I am sure they
will be bewildered because Yun-
nan's mountains, Mandalaya's
lainland and the magnificent
ach of Cox's Bazar will be to-
gether will be a tourist's dream.
Mandalaya is only 260 miles
from Chittagong by air. Gov-
ernment should encourage pri-
vate airlines to open the route
between Chittagong or Cox's
Bazar and Mandalaya just like
smaller airlines are operating
between Mandalayz and Chiang
Mai. In the absence of any his-
torical monuments, archaeo-
logical sites, mountains, tem-
ples or much of tourist spots,
packaging with Yunnan and
Burma can be adesh's ma-
jor hope to attract the foreign
tourists.

The author is an eminent
businessman and Chairman of
Bangladesh Association of
Banks and Ocean Going Ship
Owners’ Association. He is also
Chairman of National Bank

Ltd.

Celebrating 150 Years
of Feminism

NEW YORK: More than

18,000 women, men, and chil-
dren gathered in the small New
York village of Seneca Falls
last week to commemorate the
150th anniversary of the start
of the women's movement in
America.

Addressing the ecFﬂthEﬂﬂ :
Hillary Clinton asked the audi-
ence to remember that the
rights mla;:nycd today were hard
won — "Womenfought for these
rights, were jalled for these
ts, and even died for these
ts ...." The women's move-
ment also owed much to the six
nations of the Iroquois Indians,
who saw women as ind dent
and respected members of their

and blue bloods — all mixing it | €clans and community.

up in the multi-racial democ-
racy of soccer.

Related events to mark the
anniversary included the an-

@881 imduction ceremony at The

National Woman's Hall of
Fame, which this year wel-
comed US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright into its list
of honorees; Forum 98, an aca-
demic meeting convened to as-
sess progress made and future

S 'S
QIARE Deeded I Hhe SRnual con:
ference of the National Organi-
zation of Women (NOW), which

drafted a Declaration of S:nti-_“

ments for the 21st Century.

NOW, working
inist Ma{nrity. also plans to
lobby in the US Congress for a

~ National Women's Equality

Achﬂw is also developing "a
much broader focus" that calls
for support of women in
Afghanistan

with the Fem-

via

—

—
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