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BJP May Threaten Ties

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on her return
from the Colombo SAARC summit has, inter alia,
stated in a press conference that 'there is no ques-
tion of deporting any Bangladeshi I:g the Indian
government.' Earlier, a prominent Bangla daily
reported quoting a highly placed foreign office
source that Bangladesh would not accept the 17
Bengali-speaking persons who had been arrested
in India in an apparent bid to transported them to
Bangladesh. For, 'there is information' that they
are not Bang-ladeshis at all; in fact, they are Ben-
gs;li-speaking citizens of India domiciled in West

ngal.

For the past couple of weeks news emanating
from across the border has been conjuring up some
sort of a brewing of an effort to push some Bengali-
-speaking people into Bangladesh, dubbing them as

Bangladeshis. This follows the arrest of two groups
of Bengali-speaking t_Ew:a::plf: in Mumbai b e po-
lice authorities at the instance of the BJP-Shiv

Sena coalition government in Maharashtra and
their subsequent tran?urtatinn to West Bengal for
an attempted onward despatch to Bangladesh. The
attempt was aborted by West Bcngal ﬁenple who
freed them from trains purportedly headed for
Haridaspur border saying that they were Indians
from West Bengal state and, therefore, mustn't be
deported to Bangladesh. The Left Front govern-
ment of West Bengal came out in stout detence of
the popular action. Chief Minister Jyoti Basu cate-
gnricaj?y regretted that Indians were being branded
as deshis and to be hounded out of the coun-
try. Most of them were also known to be "Bengali-
speaking Indian Muslim citizens” employed in
specialised trade and crafts in Mumbai. A Calcutta
court is also learnt to have ruled the arrest of Ben-
gali-speaking people as illegal.

The expulsion stories would seem to fall in line
with what the BJP had stated in its election mani-
festo about deporting the allegedly illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants in India, if and when the
party came to power. There is a BJP-Shiv Sena
coalition government in Maharashtra. Although
the Left Front government in West Bengal has held
its ground and the matter is being sorted out at the
inter-state and central government levels, we
would still urge utmost sagacity on the part of the
Indian leadership to guard against any setback to
the bilateral relations being enjoyed by India and
Bangladesh at the present moment.

Hospitals Spreading

Disease
Of all essential things that our hospitals lack,
the most shocking is the absence of any acceptable
. system of waste disposal. Hospitals are here not
only to cure people. These must set a standard of
health practices and be, so to say, temples of health
and hygiene. It is inconceivable that these can, on
the extreme opposite, be sources of spreading dis-
ease in the society. Thin%s have gone to such
lengths that any responsible agency, government
to start with, must instruct people not to take resi~
dence in the vicinity of a hospital. For health be-
hemoths like the DMCH, the IPGMR or the Red
Crescent — enjoying the generosity of acres of land,

the question of shunning hospitals as neighbours
wads not urgent,

But now hospitals are growing like mushrooms
in the exclusively residential areas like Dhan-
mondi. The government doesn't seem to be overly
concerned with the health hazards of the people
who live close to these new hospitals.

One would have thought that none could go and
open a hospital just like that. Certain require-
ments must have to be met before one is allowed to
open such a set-up. And on the top of that list of
first requirements should have been the setting up
of an appropriate waste disposal system. As our
misfortune would have it, not one of our hospitals,
with the glowing exception of ICDDR,B has such a
system. The Daily Star report on Saturday makes
it amll:laly clear.

A hospital generates considerable amount of
garbage — and almost all of it dangerous for all
things that live, a lot more so for man. Used sy-
ringes and blood-stained cotton and clothes, toxic
chemicals and discarded human organs and what
not. The people running a hospital have no right to
spread infections and toxic material in the
freestyle manner they are doing now.

The profit-only hospitals would not heed. And
there is no service-minded hospital in the country
— the government ones being held in hostage by a
motley collection of suckers. There is no way but
for the government to impose firmly the waste dis-
posal requirement. But does the government know
about the right requirement? Or care to know?

The Two Women of Bagha

We are outraged at what happened to two women
in Bagha. A leading Bangla daily reported on Sat-
urday last some criminals partially disrobed two
women in public at Bagha in Rajshahi. This utter
barbarity took place when the two women came out
to offer their feeble resistance to hoodlums who
were beating the man of the house mercilessly as a
sequel to clash between local AL and BNP. The
man's wife was the first to %? through this trau-
matic experience followed by her college-going sis-
ter-in-law. What makes the whole story look such
an abject defeat for humanity, civility and moral-
ity is that there was a police officer in the crowd
near a bus-stand that watched this "spectacle’ un-
abashedly. Worse still, when the victim limped to
the local police station to file a case against the
criminals — all known faces — the officer there re-
fused to take the case. He had a reason though. The
case was 'delicate’ or beyond him because the dis-
robing devils reportedly enjoyed the blessings of
powerful people in the party in power.

- With this still being the trend how will the gov-
ernment get the message across that it is commit-
ted to the rule of law? We don’'t know how the gov-
ernment expects to arrest the deterioration in law
and order without ensuring that local thanas
g;'nmpﬂy take up cases as soon as these are sought

be lodged with them. Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's call of punishing criminals even if they
Elnng to her party is not apparently holding wa-

r.

Is complete forcible disrobing of a woman or
women in public many light years away from par-
tial disro Does it weaken the moral culpabil-
ity of the whole matter? We demand immediate

and exemplary punishment of all those involved
in the matter.
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dred days the curtain would

be down with the epoch
coming to an end and a great
time — the twentieth century
that shaped our lives, hopes and
dreams — vanishing, like a
bubble, in the sea of eternity. We
are at the history's milestone
from where to look back,
reminisce and take stock of
how had those one hundred
years been! How does the end of
the century compare to its
beginning?

y all accounts whether one
uses the conventional quantita-
tive measures of the rates of
growth of GNP, per capita in-
come and international trade
and services, or more complex
qualitative ones, the century
has been one of dramatic
achievements — thanks to the
legacy of an unbridled capital-
istic growth catalysed by the
industrial revolution almost
two century ago. Henceforth,
capitalism's march went tri-
umphant bringing however
many victims in its trail. It
produced many of the good
things of life and material

rogress but underneath the
right surface there were plenty
of miseries.

Indeed, the most remarkable
thing about capitalism was the
contrasts it produced: extreme
poverty and extreme wealth,
slum and skyscraper, empire
state and dependent exploited
colonies. The very pace and
gasping nature of capitalistic

IN another about five hun-

HE South Asian Associa-
I tion for Regional
Cooperation [(SAARC),
comprising India. Pakistan.
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, the
Maldives and Sri Lanka, held
its 10th Summit in Colombo on
29-31st July in the backdrop of
the recent nuclear tests by two
of its members. The Summit
provided the first face to face
meeting between the Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
of India and his counter-part
Mian Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan
since the two countries
detonated the nuclear devices in
May this year.
nitially there was an im-
mense groundswell of support
from the public in the two coun-
tries for their governments.
However the euphoria and the
jubilation on the streets giving
vent to their national pride
have now disappeared when ris-
ing prices, increased taxes,
sharp fall of value in stocks and
shares, depreciation of local
currency to US dollar, inflation
and depletion of essential ser-
vices have hit the common men
and women. Both countries are
now reéeling under the cripplin
sanctions and the Enpularity O
the governments has declined

- considerably. The governments

are under pressure from up?o-
sition parties to perform well.
The Summit, according to
Sri Lanka's Trade Minister
Kingsley Wickramaratne, was
able to focus on the increased
economic activities in the re-
gion. Furthermore discussions
were held on the mechanism of
turning the region into a free
trade area by 2001. The SAARC
know the advantages with a
combined population of 1.2 bil-
lion people of whom about 400
million are classified as middle
class. Political differences
notwithstanding, Mr. Wickra-
maratne said that all the coun-
tries were committed to work-
ing together to increase eco-
nomic activities in the region.
This is needed more so while
the economies of India and
Pakistan are under severe
strain because of the sanctions.
The key is to I:nrln%l about a
common market in the region
within a framework of South
Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA)
that removes the borders
among the member-countries.

‘Not with a Bang but a Whimper

At the twilight of the century there is no dissent, no rebellion, nﬂpmtest.AltupormenHobenetﬁnginthe
mindset the world over. The conformists in a servile manner compete with each other to pay their fealty to the
world's metropolis. At the end of the day it is sadly found that we only went round the circle covering little

industry brought matters to a
head and uced discontent
and opposition t it. It led
to the socialistic ideas which,
while they accepted the new in-
dustry, challenged the basis of
capitalism. It was by the turn of
this century that the challenges
against an untamed cruel capi-
talism took some concrete
shape. But it took some more
times to lode.

From the rubble of World
War | there emerged what to
many observers, not only the
diehard Marxists but rather
more uncertain socialists from
Bernard Shaw to Jawharlal
Nehru, appeared to be the key
positive event of the century,
namely the October Revolution
of 1917. It was the first alterna-
tive in the history to an ex-

- ploitative capitalism and could

spark optimism among the mil-
lions across the world for a just
and fair deal even without ideo-
logical commitment. The Sec-
ond World War accelerated the
rocess bringing in socialist
Fuld almost half of the world. At
the height of cold war Euro-
communism shook West Euro
the citadel of capitalist world.
The socialistn became, by the
70s, the norm of economic life
in most of the Third World

' house of card.

space horizontally.

countries. ;
Now as the century comes to
an end it begins to ap
the matter has come full circle
as the Soviet Union — the un-
kempt child of the revolution
has ceased to exist. And her so-
cialist empire has fallen like
con-
nected with socialism — both

that

tions and penalises the weaks.
As before, it fosters a culture of
contrasts bringing, for example.
more flashy cars as well as
more number of destitutes on
the street. A century back the
Feople at the losing end could be
ed on hopes. Today, even those
hopes are no more there. In the
EU countries, a desperate elec-

— has been

ts and wro
discredited. All the optimism

gen:ratcd by socialist revolu-
ons to build a brave new world
now lies in tatter.

Whosoever may be held re-
sponsible, it is by all reckoning,
a promise broken — a dream
shattered. After more than a
century of brush with an oppos-
ing creed the capitalist economy
has now tightened its grip over
mankind in the name of
globalisation which benefits
richer class and powerful na-

torate has voted to power the
left’ golith:al parties who how-
ever do not know how precisely
to go about a socialist recon-
struction anymore.

As the cent dawned, no
less dramatic had been its sci-
entific and technological ad-
vancement. When Orville
Wrights took off the ground in
his first ever mechanical flight
in 1903 and by about the same
time Marconi introduced his
wireless telegraphy the distance
between the people and nations

paki,tmmfndjammnmwwhm&ftmw&muﬂmytﬁaﬁtw_

dialogue of the deaf. The failure has been a severe disappointment to other SAARC member-couniries

was thought to have been con-
quered as a consequence. Yet,
nearly a century later the world
has demonstrated more pro-
clivity towards differences,
separateness and — in the pro-
cess — a new brand of national-
ism bordering almost on xeno-
phobia, defying the dictates of
trans-continental communica-
tion and an emerging interde-
ndence, the mankind has
een compartmentalised into
introvert communal, ethnic
and other parochial entities
creattntﬁ invisible barrier
amo em. The agony and ec-
stasy of each other seldom
touched them.
the realm of scientific in-
ventions, although the years
leading upto the First World
War were characterised by a
technological optimism and
linked to a spirit of universalis-
tic humanism, the subsequent
years failed signally to bring
about changes in the direction
that had been predicted. Instead
of human well-being the inven-
tions in most cases demon-
strated their other aspects and
were used as weapons of de-
struction in a struggle between
nations and empires;and thus
contributed their part to the
carnage of both the world wars.

Colombo SAARC Summit: An Appraisal

which pinned their hope that the Summit will facilitate in breaking
the icy relations between the two couniries.

The question is how to turn Lhe
region into a free trade area. |
may sound pessimistic when 1|
hold the view that there are a
number of impediments to this
development

First, the region is asym-
metrical, The territory and
population of India is larger
than the territories and popu-
lations of the other six coun-
tries together. India naturally
wishes to dominate the region
to which Pakistan does not
agree. As a result, the region is
trapped in political differences
Al imstability,

Secondly, there [s a view
that India has been unable to
instill trust and confidence in
the neighbouring countries and
is perceived often as 'bully in
the region. With the BJFP led-
government in New Delhi, the

olitical climate has worsened.
ade, after all, develops with
the active participation of the
people of the countries. If there
remain distrust and suspicion
among the peoples of the mem-
ber countries, trade will fall flat
and the governments will be
pressurised by the people not to
agree to a free trade.

Thirdly, India being the
largest in size, there sts a
small country syndrome amo
its neighbours in relation to In-
dia. Russia and Finland, the US
and Canada or Mexico. Aus-
tralia and New Zealand and
Saudi Arabia and Yemen are
instances to make this point

Fourthly, India has a much
larger industrial base and
manufacturing industries than
the other countries in the re-
gion. Most of the member coun-
tries have negative balance of
trade with India. There is a fear
among the neighbours that In-
dian goods will sweep the mar-
kets to the detriment of local
industries. This appears to be a
big dilemma for the govern-
ments of the other member
countries to to a free trade
among member coun-

iries.

Finally, until the Kashmir
dispute is settled, it is hard to
see how free trade area can
come into being. Herein lies the
impediment in SAARC’s unity
and strength. As Pakistan
Prime minister said in
Colombo: ® Kashmir is the core
issue. The sooner it is resolved,
it is better for the two coun-
tries.”

It is interesting that the
agenda did not include the most
relevant topic in the I‘E%iﬂn
-nuclear tests and its implica-
tions on security, economy and
environment of the region. This
issue has been sidelined as a bi-
lateral matter which cannot be
incorporated in the agenda un-
der SAARC rules. Any discus-
sion between India and Pak-
istan on nuclear test will in-
evitably bring. the  isswe: of
Kash dispute- the bone of
contention between India . .and
Pakistan for the last 50 years.
Pakistan wants a third party’'s
Brl:ﬁcntc (UN or Japan or the

S) in the talks on Kashmir
while India vehemently objects
to it.

Unresolved Bilateral

Issues affect the Unity

Both India and Pakistan
know that they have now nu-
clear arsenals and the charade
is over. There is a view that the
tests have not made their bilat-
eral relations any better or
worse . The former Indian For-
eign Secretary J.N. Dixit in a
BBC interview maintains that
after the defeatl of Pakistan in
1971 war with India. Pakistan
restored its sell-confidence by
showing its nuclear capability
and this will enable Pakistan to
discuss the Kashmir dispute
under greater sense of security.
What Mr. Dixit meant is that in
his view the environment is
more conducive to bilateral
talks on Kashmir after the
tests. This appears to be an in-
teresting dimension to the nu-

clear tests and many will not
share his view.,

In Colombo. there is a view
that under US pressure both
India and Pakistan agreed to
discuss the Kashmir issue.
However, it is sad that the For-
eign Secretaries of the two
countries, despite a mutually
compelling need to ease ten-
sion, failed to make progress in
talks designed to agree on an
agenda and modalities how to
handle the issue of Kashmir. It
is reported that Pakistan
wanted to include only two is-
sues , namely, Kashmir and the
security in South Asia to which
India cfiaagre:d. India did not
want to confine to two issues
only and wanted to include
other bilateral issues, such as
trade, visa etc in the talks.

The disagreement on the
agenda could be due to the di-
vergence of the perception of the
gartis:s. There is a view that

akistan wants the bilateral
talks to be seen confined to
Kashmir and security issues in
the light of the increased ten-
sion resulting from the nuclear
tests, thereby mobilising inter-
national opinion for a third
pa.rl{I intervention (the UN, or
the US, or Japan) in Kashmir
issue. India, on the other hand,
would not buy Pakistani pro-
posal as it wanted inclusion of
a host of bilateral issues includ-
ing that of Kashmir. India
wants to give the impression
that Kashmir issue has been
relegated as one of the issues
and not “the issue” between
them. It appears that both sides
wanted to score diplomatic
points by remaining inflexible
and the talks broke down. They
could not even agree to a date to
resume the next meeting. A
Pakistani statement stated that
the dialogue between India and
Pakistan in Colombo " remain
stalemated and no progress has
been made.” In an interview
with the Colombo-based Island
Daily, Pakistan's Prime Minis-

ter said the talks had come to
“zero”.

It will not be out of place to
mention that the recent Meet-
Muly 27) in Manila of

Regional Forum of 20
countries including India, Rus-
sia, the US, China, Japan, Aus-
tralia and the European Union
expressed their “very deep con-
cern” about the Indian and
Pakistani nuclear tests and the
challenge they posed to the non-
proliferation regime which has
svrved the world for the past 30
years. ASEAN ganged up on In-
dia at the meeting and crili-
cised both India and Pakistan
for their nuclear tests.

South Asia's outlook has
rarely been so unstable or un-
predictable. India and Pakistan
again exchanged fire across the
cea?}:—ﬁr: Htl_;lt I_1i']ha\t divtdeg
Kashmir. Within, three :
nglatﬂiﬁi civilians anfilrai%' %‘n
the Indian side are reported to
be dead. Both countries blamed
each other for the escalation. It
is intriguing to note that this
fighting coincided with the
SAARC Summit in Colombo.
Two opposite views prevail on
the rted motivation of the
escalation. One is that the pur-
pose of the fresh escalation was
to internationalise the Kash-
mir issue so as to involve a
third party to this dispute. The
other view is that the com-
mencement of fire across the
control line of Kashmir was to
undermine the talks Iin
Colombeo.

On the economic front, both
India and Pakistan face finan-
cial crisiis. g«llnmst 450 mill]iu:i:

le live below poverty leve
F;ﬂgm SAARC region and the
leaders have heavy res
bilities in alleviating the in-
sulting poverty of their people.
Without a prosperous India and
Pakistan, other SAARC mem-
ber countries are likely to suffer
from economic uncertainty as
bilateral trade will be adversely
allected because of the austerity

nsi-

The atom that could release en-

ergy for the progress and pros-

Fcrlt}r of human being was used
or unleashing power for de-
struction. Belying the prospect
for the triumph of universal-
ism and humanism the century
is ending with a rising wave of
jingoism, hatred and militant
nationalism.

The twentieth century her-
alded an age of science, reason-
ing an nationality and early on
in the century there was a vi-
sion of benign international-
ism. In spite of a nerve-wreck-
ing cold war during the most
part of the century it was full of
promises however. There were
promises to reconstruct the
world — its economy, demuﬁra-

hy and even political order.
ere were nationalist resur-
gence in the third world. There
were Nasser, Nehru and
Nkrumah. There were Dien-
bien-phu, Vietnam, and Korea.
There was dialogue for the first
time between North and South.

 There were voices which yelled

at the world for justice and

_fairplay. eI +,
S AF’: tf";é'tuﬂll t of the centu

there is no dissent, no rebel-
lion, no protest. A stupor seems
to be setting in the mindset the
world over. The conformists in
a servile manner compete with
each other to pay their fealty to
the world's metropolis. At the
end of the day it is sadly found
that we only went round the
circle covering little space hori-
zontally.

rogrammes of India and Pak-
stan. Because of the sanctions,
South Asia may emerge as anti-
American rather than pro-
American. The US has rarely
been so powerful but it is per-
suasion and not sanctions that
may persuade both India and
Pakistan to sign CTBT
(Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty).

Conclusion

The Summit began with op-
timism when the Pakistani and
Indian Prime Ministers were
seen, in a TV footage, smiling
and shaking hands at a face to
face meeting in Colombo. Ev-
eryone's eyes were glued to the
statements and body language
of the two Prime Ministers. The
sideline show involving Mr. Va-
{Fayce and Mr. Nawaz Sharif

ecame the focal point of the
Summit. There was a sigh of re-
lief that neither side made any
strident statement at the Sum-
mit. This could be , as analysts
believe, that both of them have
been under domestic and exter-
nal pressures not to be seen to
vitiate the Summit environ-
ment .

The importance of having a

Summit’1tes in' reinforcing the

erspnal relationship of all of
?he political 'leaders with each
other. The more they meet, the
greater is the benefit as the
meetings and discussions at a

ersonal level are useful to

now each other's points of
view on issues which have en-

feebled SAARC's solidarity and
unillgr of purpose.
egrettably, Pakistan and
India failed to a meaning-
ful dialogue in Colombo. It will
not be incorrect to say that it
was a dialogue of the deaf. The
failure has been a severe disap-
pointment to other SAARC
member-countries which
inned their hope that the
ummit will facilitate in
breaking the icy relations be-
tween the two countries. That
was not to be. It is hoped that
the downward spiral in their re-
lationship can be broken when
Indian and Pakistanl leaders
meet face to face next Septem-
ber at the Non-Aligned Confer-
ence.

The  writer is former
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
UN in Geneva.

—

Nothing happens
without a cause

Sir, The entire nation has
been traumatised at the bar-
baric killing of Rubel, a univer-
sity student, allegedly by the
members of the law enforcing
agency. Another parent has
been robbed of their pupil of the
eye without knowing the rea-

. son. The law abiding citizens

will hold their breath until yet
another hoodlum in licenced
arm kills another.

Armed terrorists, goons and
mastans are having their field
daT right under the nose of the
police while innocent people
are living in terror from the
very authority mandated to
protect law-abiding citizens. It
now appears that a remarkable
penetration of criminals has
made its way into the police
force.

They are not only bringing
disrepute to the outfit but also
have thoroughly shaken the
confidence of the citizens in po-
lice. Is it a deliberate conspiracy
to destabilise the government
or yet another prool of rampant
corruption has engulfed the
department in the guise of
protectors? Long since is dead
and buried the slogan, "the
police is your friend."

There is a flipside of the
coin. Nothing happens without
a cause, The recent police bar-
barity seems to have a causal
nexus. How clean are our law
makers pitted against the law
enforcers? Quoting from mem-
ory of the recent past | may re-
n{{nd the readers few incidents
and pose following questions
(knowing not to whomj:

Some time back an MP was
found gullty of killing of a
businessman at Dhanmondi
residential area. Is he now serv-
ing prison term or enjoying a
care-free lilg®

An MP #portedly picked up

a girl from city's Crescent Lake
area and took her to the MP
hostel for immoral act. When
caught red handed by the police
on duty the MP fired pistol
shots. Has the MP resi . has
he been punished and thrown
out of the party he belongs to?
Or is he still lecturing gospels
on the floor of the Parliament?

The Daily Star unearthed a
scam in which personages at
the helm manoevered to sanc-
tion 50 crore taka for the im-

rt of baby-taxis which spew
I:l"t:':t threating poisonous smoke.
We heard an inquiry was under
way. Have those potential
kufm of humanity been
nabbed or brought to book? Or
are they flambyoantly flying
the national standard on their
cars with ﬁg abandon?

Some MPs were instrumen-
tal in rescheduling a hung loan
of a die-hard defaulter flouting
Bangladesh Bank rules bla-
tanlg. Have they been repri-
manded or punished?

The fact is corporate crime
in Bangladesh is let off with
impunity, only individual cases
from time to time attract the at-
tention of law — more so if the
criminals cannot grease the
palms of powerful hands.

A Terror-stricken Citizen
Dhaka

Hartal? Give us a
break...!

Sir. The objective of hartals
is to shut down all economic or
other social activities (offices,
industries, shops, schools, col-
leges, universities etc., must
close down; the sick must die
without treatment) to prove a

int by the callers of hartals

hat citizens or voters, observ-
Inf such hartals, are with them.
It Is perhaps a demonstration of
no-confidence against the polit-

ical party or parties in power.

Is it an election? No.

When the most successful
hartal ends, the political party
in mer does not collapse.

k at the strategy of hartal
calls. A hartal always prefixes
or suffixes holiday (or holidays)
to induce Im:ﬁ:r stay-away
from work. Sadly, next morn-
ing, the national dailies pub-
lish statements from both the
hartal callers as well as the
party in power, congratulating
all citizens — the suliferers, for
their participation in the har-
tals and thanking citizens for
not paﬂicif)aung in the hartals,
respectively.

ut every citizen knew they
suffered and the damage was
done. In these circumstances,
hartals are a dreadful national
cancer, requiring immediate
treatment and surgery.

One of the Sufferers
Dhaka

Death in custody

Sir, We are deeply shocked at
the death of innocent student
Shamim Reza Rubel. It was re-
ported in different national
dailies that he was arrested un-
der a 'controversial' Section 54
of CrPC and tortured to death by
six CID police officers. We don't
have a single word to condemn
the alleged killers. Rubel's pre-
mafture death in police cus
reminds us of the days of Stal-
in's ruling years in the former
USSR. Incidents like Rubel
killing under police custody are
not new phenomenon in
Bangladesh. Several other inci-
dents during the former and the
present government took place
earlier.

But it's a matter of great re-
gret that neither an accused has
ever been brought to justice nor
was an investigation report

made public.

Moreover, every time both
ruling and opposition parties
tend to cover such incidents
with political motives. As con-
scious members of the state we
don’'t see any qualitative differ-
ence between a military regime
and a democratic government.
Difference is that military
rulers do have legitimacy crisis
while elected government hav-
ing majority people's mandate
imposes 'politics of majority’
upon the whole state structure,
It results in crippling the minds
of our political leaders. Even
members of civil society
demonstrate such attitude in
expressing their views on any
national issue.

We have apprehensions that
with time, the much talked
about killing would disappear
in the air. So we, as members of
an organisation urge:

1) the Government and the
Opposition in Parliament to
rise above mere political inter-
ests and help the Judicial En-
quiry Committee to punish the
real culprits as soon as possible;

2) the government to start
fresh investigations into mur-
ders under police custody that
had been committed over the
last five years;

3) the government to rethink
on Section 54 of CrPC;

4) the government to make
realistic eflorts to establish ac-
countability in police depart-
ment; and

5) the government to set up
an external monitoring mech-
anism while an accused is in in-
terrogation under police cus-
tody.

Tazimuddin Khan
Joint Secretary

Organisation for
Emancipation Network (O

2/12 Nurjahan Road, Mo-
hammadpur Road, Dhaka-1207

People's

Not lack of knowledge

Sir. One of the main reasons
for road accidents in
Bangladesh is not lack of
knowledge and enforcement of
traffic rules, though they cer-
tainly have a role to play. I fail
to understand why no one in
Bangladesh seems to under-
stand the real reason behind
these accidents. The real reason
is the design and structure of
the roads, not the vehicles or
the ple who drive them.

hen the accidents take
place in the city of Dhaka? Only
after road dividers were in-
stalled to prevent face to face
collision. How can accidents be
prevented on the highways of
the country? Let us take the
Dhaka-Tangail highway, for
example. It is a single-lane un-
marked stretch ol road. All
highways need to be wide
enough to contain at least two
clearly marked lanes, one for
each direction. This alone will
et rid of most of the accidents.
ow so?

If vehicles can be forced to
stay in their lane as they pro-
ceed in one direction then no
collision could take place as
another vehicle approaches
from the opposite direction, one
that was invisible due to trees
covering the bend ahead. Over-
taking would also become sim-
pler. No need to blow the horn
and turn everyone deaf until the
slow coach leans over to the
ditch allowing the bus behind to
pass while it leans towards the
other side and possibly either of
them completing the fall. Over-
taking would involve going to
the nEpuulte lane on a clear
stretch where it is clearly visi-
ble that there is no traffic from
the opposite direction. It is
mind-boggling that there are
hardly any two-lane highway
inB esh.

Most highways are single-

lane narrow body roads. And we
still wonder why we have so
many accidents. Most of the
western world have developed
4-lane dual carriage ways to en-
sure free and safe flow of traffic.
Any 10-year-old child would be
able to tell you that the existing
road between Dhaka and Tan-
gail would be miserably inade-
uate after the inauguration of
the Bangabandhu Jamuna
Bridge. y was not a 4-lane
dual carriage way built between
Dhaka and Tangail when the
bridge was being built? The
bridge it self is four-laned!

Rig::lz Osmani
Michigan, USA

Permissible, or not!

Sir, Nowadays most of us are
not at all concerned about halal
and haram

We have become short-
sighted and within this limita-
tion, we commit mistakes.
Therefore the world we live in is
in a dangerous immoral posi-
tion. Islam has zero tolerance
for anything that weakens. de-
values or undermines family.

No doubt, the family is based
on loyalty and trust. And where
there is no loyalty, no trust —
and where there is no trust,
there is no family. no commu-
nity, no nation and no world
order.

No human society can func-
tion without rules and prohibi-
tion, and Islam rightfully gives
some rules and regulations for
the people. To live our life
smoothly, we should sincerely
obey the margins, without im-
posing any hardship or disobey-
ing the righteous.

Nimta
Dhaka



