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Tick the Correct Answers

Post to The Dily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm,
Aug 7, '98, and draw shortly

afterwards
1 | Who won the 'Golden Boot’
in France '98?
_ Sulker Vierl Ronaldo
2 | Who won France '987 o
Croatia France Brazil

3| Who was the captain of
Argentina at France '98?

Ortega Veron | Simeone
4 | Whatwas Holland's position

in France '987?

Third Fourth Fifth
5 | Michael Owen plays for

L'pool L_M United | Arsenal
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SPORTS. TALK

Mike Atherton

(Former England cricket
captain)

“Alec’s (Stewart] got the same
number of Test centuries as me,
and he didn't want me to sneak
ahead, so he kept hogging the
Strike.”

“After being stranded on 98
not out South Africa in
the Trent Test.

Premier kabadi

Bangladesh Rifles Sr
thrashed Bangladesh Police B
by 56-7 points in the 5th KM
Mainuddin Smriti Premier Di-
vision Kabadi league at the
Outer Stadium yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

The winners, who earned
five creditable lonas, domi-
nated the poor rivals 25-3 in the
first half.

In the day's other match,
Bangladesh Rifles (Jr] beat Fire
Services A by 16-10 points in a
low-key match at the same
venue in the afternoon.

The winners bagged one lona
and led the first halt 4-1.

Sunday's matches:
Bangladesh Rifles (Sr) team vs
Fire Services B team (4:30 pm),
Ansar & VDP vs Rifles (Jr) team

(5:30 pm).
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Russian ace swimm

UNIONDALE, New York, Aug
1 (AP): For US men’'s swimming,
it's never been this bad.

Even. when American
women struggled in the pool
with the rise of East Germany
in the 1970s and China in the
'90s, the guys always found a
way to win more than their
share,

With the Olympics coming
up in two years, it looks now
like the men’'s team has a long
way to go to catch ucf) with the
women, who are undefeated in
two Goodwill Games dual meets.
The men are 0-2 after a 78-43
thrashing by a World All-Star
team Friday night.

"I saw my mom in the stands
and she made eye contact with
me and said, "Good job," said
Bill Pileczuk of Auburn, Al-
abama, a world champion this
ear in the 50-metre Ireestyle,

ut third to two World teamers.
a | {’Iust rolled my eyes and said
"Sheesh.”

Wednesday's loss to Ger-
many was painful. This time,
the defeat was downright em-
barrassing, with six 1-2 sweeps
by the World team in 12 indi-
vidual events.

"Americans come in to win
every race, every day,” said Josh
Davis of San Antonio, one of
the few UN winners, "Wednes-
day was just a bad day in the of-
fice. It was an off day. We pride
ourselves on having one of the
strongest swimming pro-
gramines.” "

The Americans, who lost to
Germany on the final race, the
400-metre freestyle relay — an
event they've won at every
Olympics — started okay
against the World team by
winning the 400 medley relay
for a 7-0 lead.

But the World team then
went 1-2 in five of the next
seven events for a 46-24 lead
that the Americans never chal-
lenged. Among the sweeps was
in the 50 freestyle, where Pil-
czuk finished third behind
Lorenzo Vismara of Italy and

Ricardo Busquets of Puerto.

Rico.

"l would've liked to have an-
other meet where it came down
to the free relay. but it didn't
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work out that way,” US men's
coach Bill Wadley said.

US men traditionally in-
cluded a wealth of speedy
freestylers, but the embarrass-
ment in the sprints continued
with another World sweep in
the 100.

Fernando Scherer of Brazil
became the fourth man in his-
tory to break 49 seconds in the
event, joining Americans Matt
Biondi and Gary Hall Jr. and
Russian Aleksander Popov, the
world record-holder at 48.21
seconds. Scherer was timed in
48 91, and Pleter van den
Hoogenband of the Netherlands
was second in 49.61.

"l knew [ had swun a great
race when [ finished, but | was-
n't sure how good my time
would be.,"” said Scherer, who
was fifth in the Olympic 100
free two years ago. "I felt great
until the last 5 meters, when my
legs felt dead.”

The final indignity came in
the 400 freestyle relay, as the
World team, anchored by
Scherer. won in 3:22.42 — 2.73
seconds ahead of the Ameri-

“This is the fastest pool I've
ever been in," Scherer said.

Few Americans would agree.
but there were a few US high-
lights.

World Champion Lenny
Krayzelburg of Los Angeles won
the 200 backstroke in 1:58.17. a
Goodwill record and the ninth-
fastest time in history. Davis
captured the 200 freestyle and
Kurt Grote of San Diego, Cali-

MU trounce
Broensby

COPENHAGEN, Aug 1
Manchester United warmed up
for the new season with a 6-0
rout in a friendly against the
Danish side Broensby here of
Friday night before a crowd of
27.022, reports AFP.

The visitors Eua]s came from
double strikes by Teddy Sher-
ingham and Andy Cole. with
Pauls Choles and Jordy Cryff
netting one apiece.

the crowd's applause after
the 100 metres freestyle at the Nassau County Swimming and Diving Centre in New York on July 31.

All-Star men come round

T

fornia. won the 100 breast-
stroke.

“The World team is a lot
stronger than the rest of the
competition.,” Davis said. "They
have an advantaﬁe because they
have some of the best in the
world mixed on one team.”

Todd Eldredge, the former
world champion from the
United States, won the gold in
men's figure skating with string
of 5.8s and 5.9s. Russians
Alexei Urmanov and Evgeni
Plushenko were 2-3.

World champions Elena
Berezhnaya and Anton
Sikharulidze of Russia won the
gold medal in pairs figure
skating, beating archrivals Ar-
tur Dmitriev and Oksana Kaza-
kova. The bronze went to
Dorota Zagorska and Mariusz
Siudek of Poland.

There will be a new cham-
ion in women's beach volley-
all. Defending gold medalists

Karolyn Kirby and Liz
Masakayan of San Diego lost to
Brazil's top-seeded Shelda Bede
and Adriana Behar 15-9.

Bede and Behar scored nine
straight points for a 10-1.lead,
then four of the last five points
to wrap it up. In between, the US
pair scored seven of eight points
with play that brought back vi-
sions of their days at the top: an
ace, three kills and a block by
Kirby, and pressure behind
Masakayan's serve.

"Once we started getting
points, it was really the old Liz
and Karolyn started coming
back. where we started gainin
some confidence and we ha
something we could work with,”
the 37-year-old Kirby said. "It's

just too bad we didn't think of

that a little bite earlier.”
Masakayan and Kirby's last
chance of advancing to Satur-
day's semifinals ended when
Pauline Manser and Kerri Pot-
tharst of Australia beat winless
Kristine Drakich and Guylaine
Dumont of Canada 15-8.

Also reaching the linal four
were Americans Holly McPeak
and Lisa Arce, who beat Maike
Friedrichsen and Danja Musch
of Germany 15-11, and Italy's
Laura Bruschini and Anna-
maria Solazzi,

breaking the wiil Games record in
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South Korea
plans big

SEOUL, Aug 1(AFP/ Inter-
net): South Korea is determined
to make the 2002 World Cup fi-
nals the most successful of all
time and will spare no effort in
promoting the event around the
world, the government said
Thursday.

“We will begin putting in all
our efforts to promote 2002
World CUE at home and abroad
to make this the best event ever
held.” an official at the Culture
and Tourism ministry said.

He said details of how South
Korea planned to promote the
event were being drawn up.

"But we will try and include
something on the 2002 World
Cup in all the cultural events
held here and overseas,” the of-
ficial said.

South Korea and Japan are
co-hosts to the 2002 World Cup
finals.

South Korea's football chief
Chung Mong-Joon last week
denied news reports Seoul was
seeking a way of backing out of
hosting the event.

Chung, a FIFA vice presi-
dent, also said South Korea was
going ahead 'with plans to hold
the event in June and July as
originally scheduled after
world F{:vemillg body FIFA said
it would not smile on a request
to hold the tournament later in
the year.

Felix fails

UMAG, Croatia, Aug 1: Spain
was left without a representa-
tive in the 400,000 d Croat-
ian Open after defending
champion Felix Mantilla lost
lo unseeded Czech Bohdan
Ulihrach in the quarterfinals

on Friday, reports Reuters.
Ulihrach, ranked 43 in the

world. took two hours and 17
minutes to beat Mantilla, the

sevond seed. 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 {7-2).

In another surprise, fourth
seed Gustavo Kuerten of Brazil
lost to Argentine Mariano
Puerta. Kuerten fought back af-
ter losing the first set but Puerta
won the decisive third on a tie-
break to complete a 6-4, 1-6, 7-6

' (7-5) win.
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SIX NO TRUMPS

A K Sayeedul Huq
GOOD HAND PLAY TO LAND THE SLAM CONTRACT
(Hand # 55)
North
45 108X
'“,m o PH XX East
S TR #D A108XX P
YH QOXXXX BO-ARR PH KJXX
D JXX *D X
|ac J10x South (D) &C QXXX
= |&as AKoX .
YH AX
#D KOXX
iﬂ:_l&_!!
BIDDING (Both side were vulnerable)
South (Sayeed)  West (Zaglu) North (Mannan)  East (Mizan)
1C* Pass 1H** Pass
INT Pass 2D Pass
4D Pass 4NT Pass
SH Pass 6D Pass
Pass Pass
* Anificial, 18 or more HCP
** Anificial, 7-9 HCP
South double raised North's 2D bid. When all the Aces were located in

East faced an opening lead problem. Assuming that nothing to lose, East
led a Diamond, the declarer captured West's Jack with the Ace. The
declarer, faced with a definite loss of a trick in Club, Heart and possibly .
in Spade, made a sensible assumption that he probably could make the
contract provided East had both the QJ of Spades. He therefore played
the 8 of Spades from the closed hand at trick two, and when East played
low, he ran it successfully. Next he played 10 of Spades which was
covered with Jack by East and dummy won the trick with the King. The
declarer then played the King of Diamond and entered the closed hand
with the 10 of Diamond to play the third Spade. Thus on the good fourth
Spade he threw a Heart loser. Finally a Club was surrendered to make

slam.
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Russian skating duo of Elena Berezhnaya and Anton Si
pair competition of the Goodwill Games in Uniondale on Friday.
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kharilidze performing during the

— AFP photo

| Georgia, and Ricardo Williams

T'ales of the man called Rocket

' Rod Laver was moved out of the intensive care unit
Friday and his condition was upgraded to fair
following a stroke on Monday.

The tennis great is expected to remain at UCLA
Medical Centre about one more week.

Laver, who will be 60 on August 8, has sustained a
small haemorrhage on the left side of his brain and
still has difficulty moving his right arm and right
leg and his speech is improving.

The Australian was a short distance from the

hospital Monday

when he was stricken while doing

an interview for an ESPN show on the century's

greatest athletes.

He was the first professional to amass more than $1
million in winnings. He retired from full-time
tennis in the mid-1970s. Ira Berkow writes on the
star of the yore for The New York Times.

It seemed a perfect
nickname: Roc-
t;t. For \I.".I'm? Rod
ver was playi

top-flight tenn?g
- and dominatin
his sport as few others have - he
is the only player to win the
Grand Slam twice, sweeping all
four major tournaments in
1962 and 1969 - he looked like a
rocket's red glare.

Swift, sure, relatively small,
at 172cm and 68kg, with a patch
of red hair that resembled a
rooster's comb when in flight, a

rofusion of freckles, a
aklike nose, bandy legs, left-
handed and a will to reach and
whack back every shot at every
conceivable angle on the court,
the spectator saw a scarlet blur.

“I feel as if 1 have a good
chance tomorrow afternoon in
the final against Rocket." wrote
Arthur Ashe, about an ATP
tournament in Philadelphia, in
his book/diary, Arthur Ashe:
Portrait in Motion, published
in 1975. "But then, | always feel
as if | have a good chance
against him, and most times |
play a good match. The only
thing is, every time he wins.
Laver has won 17 straight from
me without ever losing.” The
next day’s entry began: "18-0."

Ashe was hardly alone
(though he did finally beat the
Australian, finishing his career
2-22 against him). Laver beat
most ple with regularity.

"In Rocket's best years." Don
Budge, the first tennis player to
win the Grand Slam, in 1938,
said this week, "John New-
combe had a better serve and
forehand, Ken Rosewall had a
better backhand, Tonv Roche

ject to the same

had a better net game. But each
of them had a weakness. Laver's
strength was that he had no
weakness."

On Monday, at age 59, Rocket
Rod, who for years made his
home in Newport Beach, Cali-
fornia, demonstrated a weak-
ness of a different kind.

While recording a television
interview for ESPN on the cen-
tury's greatest athletes, he suf-
fered a stroke. Laver lost partial
movement in his right hand,
arm and leg.

"It is impossible at this time
to say whether he is going to
have a 100 per cent recovery."
said Neil Martin, a neurosur-
geon and director of the Univer-
sity of California at Los Angeles
Stroke Centre, where Laver was
being treated. "But I expect a
dramatic improvement in his

' condition."

ANY listing of history's
greatest tennis ]:ﬂi?rcrs is sub-
d of subjec-
tivity that any list of greatest
novels, greatest movies, great-
est plumbers would be. But
Laver's name would certainly
merit at least serious consider-
ation for the top tennis spot,
along with such as Tilden and
Budge and Vines and Gonzalez
and Kramer and Borg and
McEnroe and Connors and
Sampras.

In his book, The 100 Greatest
Athletes of All Time, Bert Sugar
listed Tilden. the first male
tennis player entry, at No. 20,
and Laver next, at No. 32. When
Gene Scott's newspaper, Tennis

Week, made imaginary draw
sheets of the greatest Jxlycrs a
few years ago, it had Pancho

Gonzalez beating the Rocket in

ROD LAVER

the final,

Indeed, in one of the most
thrilling sports events I have
witnessed, | saw Gonzalez play
Laver in a $10,000 match in
Madison Sguare Garden in
January 1970. Laver was 31 and
had just won his second Grand
Slam, Gonzalez was a 42-year-
old grandfather with greying,
leonine hair. Laver went up two
sets to nil - his leaping over-
hand smashes were spectacular
- and Gonzalez roared back to
win.

Years later, I recalled that
match to Laver. "The bloke
knew where | was going to hit
the ball every time," Laver said.
"Pancho often played me like
that.”

Laver reached the No. 1
ranking in the world in 1961,
when he was 23. He was in the
top 10 (No. 7) as late as age 37.
He played and practised fero-
ciously. I remember watching
him work out with a young col-
lege player at a tennis club in
Manhattan in 1971.

He began a stream of conver-
sation with himself: "Oh, that
was a good shot, Rod”; with the
ball: "You rotten ball"; with the
racquet: "The ball too high for
you?”, with the net: "Hitting

ur tape enough?" and with the
id who made a good shot:
"Rats!".

In the final five minutes of
the hour, the Rocket asked his
companion to throw up some
lobs, and the red-headed Laver
chased what appeared to be a
thousand tennis balls into ev-
ery corner of the court at once.
It seemed the court was ablaze.
It was beautiful.

Cubans'

NEW YORK. Aug 1:
Felix Savon of
Cuba wrote an-

weight career with a one-punch
knockout of American DaVar-
ryl Williamson on Friday night
in the Goodwill Games, reports
AP,

Savon, 30, was backed up by
a left hand to the head from the
29-year-old Williamson. But as
Williamson tried to throw a
right, Savon put every ounce of
his vaunted power into a right
of his own that knocked his op-

nent down and out with 1:05
eft in the first round.

It was the third Goodwill
Games championship for the
201-pound (91.17-kilo) Savon
to go along with two Olympic ti-
tles, four World Championships
a]nd a Pan American Games ti-
tle.

Savon's stunning victory in
The Theater at Madison Square
Garden was the fourth in five
finals for the Cubans Friday
night. The loss for Williamson,
of Aurora, lllinois, meant that
all three American finalists on
Friday's card were beaten.

Savon's victory also gave the
Cubans a 7-3 margin over
American boxers in head-to-
head meetings in this competi-
tion.

The Cubans will try to win
three more titles Saturday
night. Also in Saturday finals
will be Roberto Benitez, 112
(50.80 kilos), of Marquette,
Michigan: Teaunce Shepherd,
125 [(56.70 kilos), also of Mar-
quette; and Olanda Anderson,
178 [B0.74 kilos), of Fort Car-
son, Colorado, and an all-
American match at 139 (63.05
kilos) of Ebo Elder of Newman,

fiery Friday night

Jr of Cincinnati.
The first American victim
Friday night was 19-year-old

ther brief but | Jacob Hudson of Augusta, Ga,
r>' :[unnjﬂg chapl:r who lost 13-4 in the 132-pound
to his (59.87-kilo) final to Mario

Kindelan.

Hudson held his own for the
first three of five two-minute
rounds, but the left-handed
Cuban took complete charge in
the fourth round, landing sev-
eral right hooks to build a 10-4
lead.

The Americans suffered an-
other defeat when 19-year-old
Andrei Mishin of Russia out-
pointed 18-year-old Larry
Mosley of Los Angeles 11-3 in
the 147-pound (66.68-kilo) fi-
nal,

Mosley,

Shell Caribbean Cu[_J

Reggae Boyz
'become champs

MORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad
and Tobago, Aug 1: Jamaica's

a US national

"Reggae Boyz" confirmed they
are the class of the region's soc-
cer Friday, beating hosts

Trinidad and Tobago 2-1 in the
final of the Shell Caribbean
Cup, reports AP.

The Jamaicans took advan-
tage of [gaping holes in the de-
fence of the home team. which
seemed to be having more trou-
ble with the wet. slushy condi-
tions. O'Neil McDonald opened

the scoring in the 20th minute
and Dean Sewell made it 2-0 in
minute 34,

However, insplred“t;y a large
crowd at Hasely Crawiord Sta-
dium, Trinidad and Tobago
came out fired up in the second
half and nearly scored within a
minute on a shot by Irasto
Knight.

champion, appeared tight in the
early rounds and simply could
not solve the defense of Mishin,
who scored effectively with

-right jabs and hooks. -.

Russian team officials had
threatened to withdraw their
four finalists — two will fight
Saturday night — because they
were upset about losing several
close decisions earlier in the
tournament. The International
Amateur Boxing Association
then suspended two referee-
judges, a referee and a judge,
and the Russians didn't go
through with their threat.

The first Cuban to win was
Maikro Romero, a 25-year-old
Olympic champion and reign-
ing world champion. He was
just too slick and powerful for
Aleksan Nalbaniyan of Russia
and scored a 10-5 decision at
lﬂf:::-l_ﬁounds (48.08 kilos).

e Cubans suffered a loss at
119 pounds (53.98 kilos] in
dramatic fashion. Timur
Tulyakov of Uzbekistan was
trailing Waldemar Font 14-13
when he evened the score with a
right to the head with 15 sec-
onds remaining and won 15-14
with another right to the head
just before the bell,

The other Cuban winner was
Ariel Hernandez. a two-time
Olympic champion who over-
came a two-point penalty for
holding in the fifth round and
edged Jean-Paul Mendy of
France 15-14 in the 165-pound
(74.84 kilos) final.

The two left-handers ex-
changed some rocking head
blows. especially in the final
two rounds. Hernandez led 6-2
after three rounds but then
Mendy rallied to tie it 10-10 af-
ter four. After the penalty made
it 12-12 in the final round, Her-
nandez scored two quick points
to clinch the bout,
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