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COLOMBO. July 31: The
seven-nation SAARC summit
ended here today with a call for
global nuclear disarmament,
saying the recent nuclear tests
by India and Pakistan should
not be seen in isolation, report
agencies.

The South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional CGDLECTHHDH
said in the 13-page "Colombo
Declaration” adopted alter a
three-day meeting here that
some countries maintained
huge nuclear arsenals despite a
stated commitment to disar-
mament.

"Stability, peace and secu-
rity in South Asia could not be
considered in isolation of the
global security environment,”
the declaration said.

"Although great-power ri-
valry no longer po a serious
threat and danger of a global
nuclear conflagration had
abated. yet some states had
sought to maintain huge arse-
nals of nuclear weapons.”

The declaration said the Nu-
clear Non-proliferation Treaty
(NPT) and Comprehensive Test
Bank Treaty [CTBT) "had not
led to any progress towards nu-
clear disarmament nor pre-

vented proliferation.”

The declaration “called upon
all nuclear-weapon stales,
whether party or non-party to
NPT. to engage constructivel
through a transparent and tTt‘.Ci:
ible process of negotiations at
the Conference on Disarma-
ment.”

"The SAARC) urged the
Conference on Disarmament to
commence negotiations on a
comprehensive, universal and
non-discriminatory interna-
tional instrument prohibiting
the use or threat of nuclear
weapons as well as eliminating
such weapons in existing arse-
nals,” it said.

The SAARC groups
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka.

The summit provided the
first opportunity for a meeting
of the prime ministers of India
and Pakistan since their tit-
for-tat nuclear tests in May,
which provoked worldwide
condemnation and fears of war
in South Asia.

Neither India nor Pakistan,
which have fought three wars,
are signatories to the NPT and
CTBT.
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Colombo Declaration adopted

Call for global N-disarmament

The Colombo Declaration
also dealt with a variety of sub-
jects, including political and
economic cooperation between
member states, and people-to-
people contacts within the re-
gion of more than one billion.

The concluding ceremony of
the summit chaired by current
SAARC Chairperson and Sri
Lankan President Chandrika
Kumaratunga was also attended
by the C leaders.

The concluding session was
held at the President's Secre-
tariat. Later the SAARC chair-

rson addressed a press con-
erence.

The declaration said, the
SAARC leaders reiterated their
commilment to the promotion
of mutual trust and understand-
ing and recognised that the
aims of promoting peace, sta-
bility and amity and acceler-
ated socio-economic coopera-
tion may be achieved by foster-
ing good neighbourly relations,
relieving tensions and building
confidence.

The declaration agreed that
a process of informa litical
consultation would prove useful
to settle dispute and reduce ten-
sion in the region. The summi-
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teers recognised that this pro-
cess would contribute to the a
Fr:tiatiun of each others prob-
ems and perceptions as well as
for decisive action in agreed ar-
eas of regional cooperation.

*The 10th summit concluded
successfully ... today, we can say
that SAARC is a mature forum
and we can gu forward to
achieve our end,” new SAARC
Chairman and President of Sri
Lanka Chandrika Ku-
maratunga told a crowded press
conference at the President's
Secretariat this afternoon.

In reply to a question about
the India-Pakistan post-nu-
clear dialogue, Chandrika said
the prime ministers of India
and Pakistan have been able to
meet on the sidelines of their
summit and hoped that they
would be able to carry forward
the dialogue process to find out
a solution of their problems.

Asked why the declaration
failed to express concern about
the nuclear tension in South
Asia and request India and
Pakistan to sign CTBT since
some SAARC members have al-
ready been signatories to it, the
SAARC Chairperson said the
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Commonality
outweighs
differences:
Kumaratunga

COLOMBO, July 31: South
Asian leaders congratulated
themselves today for defying
sceptics who predicted the end
of their bloc and said they had
overcome one of the most diffi-
cult periods in its history, re-
ports Reuters.

"I would not be wrong if |
said that many of us had a few
apprehensions and a lot of oth-
ers outside our region were
making all kinds of prophecies
of doom for the SAARC pro-
cess.” Sri Lankan President
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Colombo summit d
success: Hasina

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday described the
10th SAARC summit as a com-
plete success dispelling all ten-
sion following the nuclear tests
by India and Pakistan, reports

NB.

Talking to newsmen who ac-
companied her to cover the
SAARC summit, she said many
feared about the fate of the
summit but finally it concluded
smoothly in a lair environ-

ment.
The Prime Minister referred

to her visit to New Delhi and
Islamabad last month and said
the visit had cooled down the
post-tests tension, paving the
way for smooth holding of the
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Next SAARC
summit in
Nepal

COLOMBO, July 31: The next
11th SAARC Summit will be
held in Nepal in the second hall
of 1999, reports UNB.

The SAARC leaders accepted
with deep appreciation the offer
made b epal to host the
SAARC Summit.

— Ingide Today
Article
A Soul-Searching
Meeting of ASEAN
FMs in Manila

by Barrister Harun ur
Rashid
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Today’s 20-page issue
of The Baily Star con-
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Pages 17, 18 & 19 and
one page supplement
on World Breast-
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Page 20

India-Pakistan talks fail

COLOMBO, July 31: Harden-
ing their positions, India and
Pakistan ended three days of
talks today in a stalemate on
how to resolve their menacing
territorial dispute over Kash-
mir, reports AP.

The announcement the talks
had failed crushed hopes that
had been raised two days earlier
when Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee of India and Pak-
istan's Nawaz Sharif said they
had agreed to resume negotia-

tions by their most senior
diplomats which were sus-
pended last year.

"The outcome so far is zero,”
Sharif told a Sri Lankan news-

per.

As if to demonstrate a de-
termination to stand tough, In-
dian and Pakistani soldiers ex-
changed heavy mortar and ar-
tillery fire across the frontier
on Thursday. Military officials
reported at least 52 people dead
and more than 100 wounded on
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Pakistani Foreign Minister Gohar Ayub Khan, left, shakes
hands with Indian special envoy, and top aide to Indian
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Jaswant Singh
yesterday before the start of closing ceremony of the

SAARC summit in Colombo.

— AP/UNB photo

both sides. In one incident. In-
dian said Pakistani mortars
fell on a military hospital,
killing 10 people.

Sharif and Vajpayee may
make another attempt to defuse
tensions when they both attend
a summit of the Nonaligned
Movement in Durban. South
Africa. starting September.

During the talks in Colombo
on Lthe sidelines of a regional
summit, India and Pakistan

slipped back to positions they
hcﬂ?ein 1994 when eflorts o
Earlier Story on page 5

discuss Kashmir got bogged
down in procedural guarrels
and were suspended for three
years.

An obsessive focus on a sin-

. gle issue or a one peint

is as neurotic for individuals as
for a nations.” said India's to
diplomat, Foreign Secretary
Raghunath.

A Pakistan Foreign Min-
istry statement accu India of
maintaining a "rigid and in-
flexible position™ for refusing to
address the Kashmir issue.

"No basis exists for resump-
tion of dialogue.,” Tariq Altaf,
the Pakistani spokesman said.

Among the issues on India’s
agenda is a withdrawal of
troops from the world's highest
battle field on Siachin glacier.
the demarcation of a maritime
boundary, tackling drug traf-
ficking and settling a river wa-
ter dispute.

The Indian foreign secretary
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Cracks develop in DND
embankment in city

Dhaka city, its adjoining
areas and Narayanganj are
threatened as several cracks
have developed in the DND
embankment. reports UNB.

Flood situation also deterio-
rated in Dhaka, its adjoining
areas and central parts of the
country yesterday with 54 more
deaths reported from across the
country.

However, the flood situation
is improving in northern and
eastern districts.

Apart from Dhaka, the situ-

ation weorsened. lurther in My-..

mensingh, Narsingdi,
Narayanganj, Madaripur,
Shariatpur. Chandpur and

Habiganj, said the Flood Con-
trol Room at the Relief Min-
istry.

It said the flood death toll in
the country rose to 242, Health
Directorate control room said
diarrhoea claimed one person
and attacked 2,940 people in
last 24 hours.

Officials said cracks have
developed at seven points in the
32.8 km DND embankment at
Demra. Siddirganj and
Narayanganj due to heavy pres-
sure of gushing water of Burig-
anga and Shitalakhya.

ith slight rise, the Burig-
anga was flowing 26 cm above
the danger level and the Shita-

lakhya with slight fall was
flowing 75 cm above the danger
mark, said the Flood Forecast-
ing and Warning Centre.
Hundreds of local people and
authorities concerned are
working round the clock to re-
pair the cracks in the Dhaka-
Narayanganj-Demra [(DND)
embankment. )
Witnesses said water started
entering Demra area through
an abandoned culvert of Roads
and Highways Division at a

City flood
victims crying

for succour

By Special Correspondent

Duli Begum, 38, a widow
with three children who works
as a maid, had been watching
the melee: Hundreds jostling for
a morsel of khichuri (rice
cooked with lentil).

They had earlier fought for
handful of rice, distributed by
Mayor Mohammad Hanif. The
Dhaka City Corporation and
the Red Crescent Society paid
for the rice, distributed as
emergency flood relief. The
khichuri was supplied by a po-
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place north of Ranimahal Cin-
ema on Wednesday midnight.

Local people managed to stop
the flow of water after two and a
half hours frantic effort by
felling sands and mud bags,
UNB Narayanganj corresporn-
dent reported.

But later more breaches were
found at six points of the em-
bankment, at Demra, 5id-
dirga:y‘ and Narayanganj on
Thursday morning.

An official of Water Devel-
opment Board (WDB] said the
important embankment came

“‘underthreat as both the Burigs

anga and Shitalakhya are flow-
ing above the red mark.

He said Shitalakhya on its
east side at Narayanganj was
flowing 38 cm above the danger
level when the cracks developed
in the embankment on Thurs-
day morning,

Four pump machines, each
512 with cusec capacity, pump-
ing out the water. Officials of
the WDB. R&H Division and law
enforcing agencies in coopera-
tion with local people are in
constant vigil at the site.

Several cracks were also de-
veloped on the DND embank-
ment during the flood in 1988.
Local people voluntarily
worked to repair the breaches

See Page 12 Col 1

Traffic movement on Dhaka-Chittagong highway slowed down yesterday as flood water submerged the road near

No official guideline for waste

Under the existing laws,
there is no specified method for
waste disposal by hospitals and
clinics.

“There is no official guide-
line for disposal of such waste."
a health directorate official
said.

Absence of a guideline for
sale disposal of clinic waste
leads to environmental pollu-
tion, causing deadly infections.

The authorities concerned to
give least priority to checkin
and monitoring disposal o
clinic wastes containing haz-
ardous materials, it is alleged.

"We have no set rule to look
into how hospital waste is dis-
posed of. During inspection, we
check if the hospitals and clin-
ics have facilities as defined in
the relevant ordinance,” said Dr
Aklima Khatun, Assistant Di-
rector (hospital) in health di-

rectorate.

By Naimul Haq

Till now, there is no consen-
sus among clinic owners on safe
waste disposal. "Unfortunately,
the leaders of Bangladesh Pri-
vate Clinic Owners' Association
(BPCOA) could not yet reach a
consensus on safe waste dis-
posal,” said BPCOA leader Md
Jahangir Alam.

The existing practice of
waste disposal, according to a
recent study by Bangladesh
Centre for Advanced Studies
(BCAS), show that liquid as well
as solid waste from hundreds of
city clinics — containing toxic
materials, human organs, sy-
ringes, needles, tissue, chemical
waste, blood stained cotton and
other deadly waste — are simply
dumped in the city corporation
garbage bins or in open drains.

"All these waste contain suf-
ficient quantity of potential
toxic pathogens that can cause
deadly diseases,"” said Dr Reaz

disposal by hospitals

Mobarak. who has recently
conducted a study on hospital
environment in the city.

He said, "Medical waste is a
small portion of the total waste
collected every day by Dhaka
City Corporation (about 3000
tons of solid waste every day).
But when mixed with other
waste these contaminate the
‘entire’ as micro-organisms in
our sub-tropical condition are
able to multiply at an alarming
rate.”

Besides, the ministry of
health and the ministry ol en-
vironment, responsible for en-
forcing whatever laws are there,
to sale disposal of hospital
waste, lack power and resources
to enforce those, sources said.

During a survey by BCAS, it
was found that majority of the
city clinics did not have proper
facilities for waste disposal and

See Page 12 Col 6

Couple held tor
torturing teenage
maid in cCity
By Staff Correspondent

A couple was arrested on
charge ol torturing a teenage

maid at their flat in the city's
Siddeswari area yesterday.

With serious injuries police
rescued the maid Hawa Bibi, 12,
daughter of Nasiruddin of Gohaf
under Karimganj thana in
Kishoreganj, from the flat and
admitted her to the Dhaka Med-
ical College Hospital.

The couple, identified as A |
H Taher alias Parvez and his
wife Farzana Laila Hashi, was
arrested soon after the rescue
operation at about 11:30 am,
police said.

Hawa, who had been work-
ing as a maid at Parvez's flat
since February last, was often
tortured by Hashi for the last
one month, police said.

Hawa told police that the
housewife would often beat her
by hot kitchen utensil and
other tools used in cooking,
causing burns and injuries in

See Page 12 Col 7

2 sisters-in-law of Rubel
record statements

By Staff Correspondent

The judicial commission
probing the death of Shamim
Reza Rubel in police custody
yesterday recorded the state-
ments +n:~ly two sisters-in-law of
the victim.

Their statements were
recorded between 5 pm to 7:30

m.

4 The one-man commission,
comprising Justice Habibur
Rahman Khan, was formed on
Monday last.

The commission recorded
the statements of four persons
including the father and two
brother of Rubel earlier on
Wednesday.

The commission will record
statements of some more per-
sons including the eldest
brother of Rubel today. Record-
ing of statements is scheduled
to n at 11:00 am.

e office of the commission
has been set up at the Circuit
House in the city, sources added.

Rubel, a BBA student of In-

dependent University was mur-
dered in the custody of DB Fo-
lice in city on Thursday last.
Meanwhile, CID yesterday
continued interrogating the six
DB men arrested for their al-

leged involvement in the
killing.
They were interrogated at

the CID control room the whole
day. sources said.

The six DB men were placed
on remand yesterday. Inspector
Aminul Islam was placed on a
four-day remand and five oth-
ers — S| Hayatul Islam Thakur,
ASI Abdul Karim, Havilder Nu-
ruzzaman, constable Parvez
and Faruk — on a three-day re-
mand.

A number of journalists
went to talk with the CID offi-
cials concerned at the CID Con-
trol Room yesterday afternoon.
They waited at the visitors
room for about two hours but
none tumed up there.

See Page 12 Col 5

'Corruption, mismanagement in DCC

Why Dhaka city is so un-
clean? Is it because of lack of
resources, funds, equipment or
manpower?

A study on the Dhaka City
Corporation's garbage cleaning
system says, none ol these fac-
tors are responsible for this.
Rather, it is corruption, lack of
accountability and supervision
which keep the city unclean.

The study titled "When both
market and state fail: The crisis
of solid waste management in
Urban Bangladesh” was made

by the Centre for Policy Dia-
logue as part of its third Inde-
ndent ew of Bangladesh's

evelopment (IRBD), 1997.

The report prepared by M
Asaduzzaman of BIDS and
Sayed A Hye of Jahangirnagar
University reveals that every
year, crores of taka are being
embezzled in the name of giving

'‘wages' to ghost sweepers, and
through misappropriation of
the cleaning materials used by
them.

Even with 50 per cent of DC-
C's canservancy manpower re-
maining absent, each sweeper
has to clean only about 100 me-
tres af roads and each truck has
to make & trip of two kilometers
a day, the study showed. And
yet., thehcity Eilzﬂms not to have

e cleaning system at
:ﬂyﬁﬂrm?gﬁ of ”adrﬁin{atrative

fallures.”
The total waste generated in
the ¢ity is about 3 tonnes per

day, or 0.5 kg per person a day.
The per capita waste carried to
the disposal sites is about 0.2 kg
per day. DCC, however, is re-
sponsible for collecting and
clea only 80 per cent of this
waste. The rest should be dis-
posed of by the Railway and the

Star Report

Public Works Department
(PWD).

The total area under the DCC
is about 344 square kilometres
with a population of about
seven million. But its service
area is only 288 square km.

The DCC has to arrange
sweeping of about 2395 km of
roads, streets and footpaths and
cleaning of about 2463 km of
drains every day.

The city is divided into 10
zones for tﬁ& purpose of collect-
ing solid waste. The cleaners of
DCC are supposed to sweep the
roads and clean the drains
daily in three shifts — morning,
day and night.

According to a calculation,
the support services, manpower
and equipment which the DCC
now possesses should be suffi-
cient for ensuring solid waste
collection and disposal if those

are used optimally, the study
says.

Although the DCC has in-
creased its workforce and
equipment for solid waste
management and almost dou-
bled its hudgctari; allocation for
the purpose in the last 4 to 5

years, there has been little im-
provement in the %uality of
services, the study said.

The study says, the argument
of resource constraint may be
true only partially.

"DCC has 90 wards and 288
square kms to clean in three
shifts a day. This means an av-
erage should have nearly
58 cleaners. Even if half of
them are not available on any
given day, each cleaner has to
cover a little over one-tenth of a
kilometer of road,” the, stud
said. '

If half of DCC's 269 trucks

keep city unclean'

are available for service at any
given moment, there then the
command area of under each
truck will be little more than
two square kilometres. If the
cleaners clean their respective
areas only once a day and each
truck makes four trips a day,
the city should be cleared of
garbage every day, it said.

The DCC's complaint of lack
of funds also appears to be un-
tenable, the study says. In the
last fiscal year (1996-97), DCC's
‘conservancy budget' was raised
to Tk 95 crore from Tk 18 crore
in the previous year. And still,
the situation has not improved
at all.

The study mentioned that
the cleaners hardly follow their
schedule and as a result,
garbage remain piled up. Such

oss neglect of duty has never
een dealt with effectively by

the DCC authorities, because of
alleged pressure from workers’
unions and groups.

The system for reporting for
duty is full of loopholes, result-
ing in non-accountability.

If some sweepers remain ab-
sent from their duties and the
matter comes to the notice of
the inspector concerned, other
- rs take the responsibil-
ity ol doing this work. No ac-
tion is thus allowed to be taken
against the absentees, the study
mentioned.

It is not also clear if any
systematic record of conser-
vancy work is maintained at
the centre, the study said. Thus,
it is difficult to get hold of a
cleaner for failure in duties.

The DCC has one Conser-
vancy Inspector in each ward

who is responsible for supervis- -
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Bangla-Bhutan
transit thru'’
Nakugaon

route soon

SHERPUR, July 31: The
transit between Bhutan and
Bangladesh through Nakugaon
land port in Nalitabari thana
here is expected to be opened
soon, reporis UNB.

The indication came after a
recent visit by a joint official
delegation of Bhutan and
Bangladesh to different land
ports of the two countries, offi-
cial sources said.

The delegation inspected the
routes from Bakshiganj-
Dhanua-Kamalpur in Jamalpur
district, Koroitola and Gob-
rakura land port in My-
mensingh district and Naku-

;L_gaamﬂ alu land port in Sherz

ur district. They found the
routes easiest and shortest.

They said the 400-km transit

from Nakugaon frontier to

Thimpu of Bhutan via Dhalu

frontier of Meghalaya state of

India can be opened after the

See Page 12 Col 7

SSC results
tOMOITOwW

The SSC results under [ive
education boards will be an-
nounced tomorrow at 4 pm, re-
ports B55.

An official handout yester-
day said the SSC results of 1998
would be announced from the
respective centres simultane-
ously. Heads of the schools
would be able to collect the re-
sults from the cenire secre-
taries, and the students have
been advised to collect results
from respective schools.

No results will be available
at the education boards or
neu&spap&r offices, the handout
said.

AC Akram placed
in cell with

special security

By Staff Correspondent

Akram Hossain, Assistant
Commissioner of Detective
Branch of police. who is an ac-
cused in the Rubel murder case
has been put under special secu-
rity in the Dhaka Central Jail,
Home Ministry officials said.

"Akram has been put in a
cell with special security,” an
official said. Asked about the
cause of special security for
Akram, he said, "Lot of convicts
lodged in the jail were proved to
be criminals by AC Akram.”

‘Begum Zia’s

utterances can .

imperil
democracy’

By Staff Correspondent

State Minister for Informa-
tion Abu Sayeed has bitterl
criticised Leader of the Op -
tion in the Jatiyva Sangsad Be-
gum Khaleda Zia for her
provocative and irresponsible
utterances” which, he said,

could imperil fundamental
human rights and democracy in
the country.

"In the last few days, she
(Begum Zia) has at least on four
occasions, stated publicly that
Awami League would face the
same fate as in August 1975"
Abu Sayeed said while talking
to newsmen at a briefing at his
residence yesterday.

"What is the significance of
these comments? Is al;ﬂa;}:h—
ing up a conspiracy as an
i?lfcrﬁatinnar blueprint for a
repetitimfl of lﬁgﬁ }th fulfil l;gr
wishes o ack to power?"
the state rgunnn;ngter asked.

"Such statements are not
only intended to undo the
democratic edifice but also to
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