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and alarmed by the manner

in which police excesses
have exhausted the patience of
the citizenry. Without
contradiction. the killing of
Shamim Reza Rubel who was
allegedly tortured to death
while he was in the custody of
the Detective Branch (DB) of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) on 23 July night is a
gruesome reminder of the law of
jungle that prevails in
Bangladesh. As all manner of
evidence suggests Rubel. a
meritorious student of the BBA
final year in the Independent
University who passed SSC and
HSC examinations with star
marks was least likely to be a
hardened criminal that such
brutal torture would have to be
inflicted on him.

The police in the country
have all manner of extracting
confessions: hanging suspects
from the ceiling or fan by their
feet. beating at limb joints,
pouring hot and cold water on
head. inserting potato or boiled
egg into organs, dusting pow-
dered chilli on eyes, hitting by
the rifle butt, giving electric
shock. uprooting nails. com-

elling to drink urine — and
ast but not the least bone
crushing whacks with rulers. In
Rubel's case the method of tor-
ture employed took all those in-
genuities to new heights, far ex-
ceeding the medieval atrocities.

Despite the fact that torture
in police custody is a punish-
able offence. police at will re-
sorl to all sorts of brutal meth-

IT‘S hard not to be shocked
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Murder in Police Custody: Whither Rule of Law?

. by Md Asadullah Khan
Despite the fact that so many deaths have taken place in police custody during the last few years there was

ods to interrogate an arrested
person. If arresting erimes only
niake room for bigger crimes
resorted to by the ple trying
to curb crimes, at the same
time if the method employed
creates suspicion, despondency
and erosion of res
rule of law in the citizenry, then
the necessity of law enforce-
ment agency must be open to
question. Rubel was assaulted
grievously, his head repeatedly
crushed against the light post in
front of his house in the Sid-
dheswari area, which ple of
the locality themselves wit-
nessed. Could any law enforcer
either in DB Branch or in uni-
form indulge in such macabre
activities that borders on crim-
inality par excellence? Strange
enough, some body chewing
uava in the precincts of his
ouse would just be picked up
and finished to death! We can
find its parallel in the atrocities
perpetrated during the days of
the liberation war when
masked AL Badars and Raza-
kars picked up innocent people
from their houses and elimi-
nated them.
On a larger canvas, the coun-
try presents an awesome niaze

of rules but very little compli-
ance, especially by those hold-
ing the long arm of the law. The
atrocity on Rubel was perpe-
trated by a team. headed by a
senior officer of the rank of As-
sistant Commissioner in the
DB Branch, which included an
SI and three constables. That
shouldn't be surprising. There

is no dearth of officers willing

t for the -

to junk the concept of human
rights. The law enforcement
agency personnel these days
have almost taken it upon
themselves the right to extort
confessions through torture.
People in the country are aware
of re s made public by the of-
ficials of Co-ordination Council
for Human Rights in
Bangladesh that have con-
firmed grave allegations lev-
elled against the country's law
enforcers. The report goes so far
as to say that a good number of
senior ranking officers are cyn-
ical of the rule of law: that the
have little regard for the tl'l‘ly—
cacy of the courts, that they be-
lieve in having greater freedom
to resort to extra-legal methods.
May be the hard-liners are in a
minority on a lot of the issues
raised, But experts point out
that their capacity to do damage
is incalculable because of the
vital positions they (senior of-
ﬁcersf’onccupy in the law en-
forcement machinery.

The most disturbing revela-
tion is that there are officers
who have rnis%lvings about the
ver?' concept of human rights —
or lor that matter even democ-
racy. One might ask if it should
happen in a democratic society.
So says a former head of police
organisation, "Whatever their
training inputs the organisa-
tion sub-culture takes over, and

hardly any survey conducted so far as to what went wrong in the affairs of the police.

whoever talks of human rights
is considered soft or worse, un-

atriotic”. There Is a growing
eeling in a section of the high-
ups that the police should resort
to any means to curb crime and
it's not practical to observe hu-
man rights. Reports are also
there that torture of an alleged
offender is often resorted to ex-
tract kick-backs that these oth-
erwise innocent people have to
comply with to escape brutality
to the point of being maimed or
killed. Shnck.ingli;. these people
in uniform or plainclothes re-
sent any legal regulation of law
enforcement. That means they
want no legal accountability of
their excesses.

At least nine deaths in police
custody were reported in the
country last year and 13 in
1996. ‘Burin the last 25 years
18,911 deaths — an appallinﬁ
number indeed — were reporte
either in police or {ail custody,
Most of these. the law enforce-
ment agency claims, were natu-
ral deaths! During the period,
total number of allegations of
killing, repression and bribery,
including 5867 cases of women
repression. was more than
90.000.

In the light of excesses re-
sorted to by the police at all lev-
els, it is most important for the

government to think seriously

about introducing a "human-
rights module” in the training
of police executives, especially.
What has simply stunned peo-
ple is that hardylincrs are s#ll
very much unfazed by the in-
creasing frequency and variet
of custodial violence. The deat
of Sheema Chaudury, a 17-year-
old garment worker, in Chit-
tagong and the case of Yasmeen
who was first raped and then
killed by some policemen in
Dinajpur in 1995 give eloquent
testimony of the brutality and
depravity of a section of the
Ecnple in uniform. True, the

illing of Rubel must be con-
strued as a shameful barbarity
committed not by a band of out-
laws but by a few members of
the police force employed and
maintained not for doing any
scientific research or teaching
in schools and colleges but to
enforce respect for and estab-
lish the rule of law in the coun-
try.

But it seems the police were
bent on superseding the record
of depravity that usually occurs
in the roads and market places
resorted to by some h ums,
We don't know what prompts
these law enforcers to commit
crimes that would shame even
the most hardened criminals.
How come this guarantor of
public security is fast becoming

a threat to civilised norms or

order? Of course police crimes,
atrocities and corruption have
become commonplace occur-
rences and people are afraid to
approach law enforcers for re-
dress of their sufferings. Police
crimes agnin;t indh?duala or
groups provoke popular outcry
when mEly l‘atalﬂl'f results. And
after an incident becomes pub-
lic, the immediate reaction the
authorities show is to close the
offending member. In most
cases, penalty goes no farther
and the enforcement branch
furEtts as soon as the agonised
public forget.

The lslurhinF incidents
such as Rubel's killing reinforce
the experts’ suggestion that the
Bangladesh Police Academy
should do a psychological pro-
file of all its new recruits as
well as others in the service af-
ter an interval of some years to
locate and cure all "sadistic
tendencies" and "proclivity to
violence". Experts also suggest
that BPA could do with a
trained person to undertake the
highly sensitive task of treating

the "negative traits."
The looming spectre of ter-

rorism, exlortionism and hi-
jacking is now a standard ex-
cuse to throw all civil liberties
to the winds. A section of senior
officers in police administra-
tion believe that in "hostile sit-
uations”, the police are justified

in resorting to extra-legal
methods or in denying funda-
mental rights to terrorists and
their likes. On the other hand
senior officers in the police
administration also criticise
the tendency among the inves-
tigating officers to blame their
superiors for the excesses. So
says a senior officer in the po-
lice administration, "No po-
liceman is obliged to carry out
illegal orders.” Pathetically
true, the police in recent times
have begun to gloat over the
kllllr;gu and this is what has got
the force into this spot. That
means we are getting into a so-
ciety that will be forced to pay a
heavy price for such brazen acts
of a section of the evilminded
people.

ven in situations when in-
surgencies prevail in certain

areas, none, perhaps even se- .

nior police officials, would
agree that police be justified in
liguidating terrorists just on
suspicion. In the case of Rubel
he was very much in police cus-
tody and was not either fleeing
or did fire a shot in self-defence
that might have prompted the
custodians to kill him just
within three hours of his arrest
by the police. Even an old dis-
traught and tormented father
could not know the grounds of
his son's arrest, or torture, If for
argument’'s sake, it was taken
for granted that Rubel had com-
plicity with certain crimes, the
interrogation could have con-
tinued for hours, or even for
days. Meanwhile, Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina's directive to
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hold a judicial probe a re-
tired Supreme Court judge into
the killing of Shamim Reza
Rubel in police custody is a
landmark order which may to
an extent now check excesses,
atrocities and elimination
practised by the police. Pre-
cisely true, in recent times some

police officers had begun to brag
about their "achievements”.

Shockingly, despite the fact
that so many deaths have taken
place in police custody during
the last few years there was
hardly any su conducted so
far as to what went wrong in the
affairs of the police. Unless
such a survey is conducted and
its lessons incorporated in the
curriculum for trainees, thin
would not augur well. Precisely
true, there is much that the gov-
ernment and the courts can
learn from the findings of such
survey. Not infrequently, ex-
perts are pointing their finger

at the present nature of judicial
delays for many of the ills.

Most cogently, Prime Minis-
ter's assertion while visitin
the house of the deceased Rube
that she was always vocal
against such process of oppres-
sion and its elimination could
only be achieved by establish-
ing the rule of law, where none
would be discriminated against.
But the truth of the matter is
that there will be no perceptible
change as long as laws are vio-
lated with impunity.

The writer is Controller of
Examinations, BUET.

NTERNATIONAL aid nor-

mally flows from the

industrialised North to
the developing South. But two
Nepali farmers have been
reversing the trend.

A married couple, Kanchi
Ghaleni and her husband. Chir-
ing Tamang, are helping a
British farmer, Ben Campbell,
to terrace steep hillsides on his
smallholding near Todmorden,
northern England.

Campbell is no ordinary
farmer. however. He is also an
anthropologist at the Univer-
sity of Manchester. and. for
more than a decade, has studied
Nepalese farmers' cooperative
working practices.

He has often stayed with
Ghaleni and Tamang. on one
occasion for two years, and
speaks fluently their ethnic
group's unwritten language.

This year, he invited them to
visit him in June and July,
artly to repay their hospitdl-
ty, but also to learn from 't hem.
Tamang is surprised at how
little arable farming there is

Himalayan Knowhow Helps English Hills to Blossom

around Campbell's smallhold-
ing in the Pennines, the hills
that are said to form the "Back-
bone of England”. These are
dwarfed by the Himalayan
heights around Ghaleni and
Tamang's village of Tengu, Ra-
suwa district, 2,100 metres
above sea level.

“Here, it seems there is so
much land available that isn't
being used compared with the
situation back home, where
there is very little land left for
people to use because the inheri-
tance system works to sub-di-
vide plots of land into smaller
and smaller pieces between the
inheriting sons,” says Tamang.

Campbell has only recently
moved to the smallholding. but
has experience of hill-farming
systems in other countries.
With this knowledge, and the
help of Ghaleni and Tamang. he
alms to prove that more can be
accomplished in the Pennines

than grazing-sheep. o0 -0 0

. He Is, terracing two of his
seven acres and intends to grow
a range of crops, including some

Hill farmers have a tough life in Nepal, one of Asia's poorest nations but they have learnt to overcome
many problems by assisting each other. Now, reports Gemini News Service, they are helping to show a
British counterpart how to make better use of his uplands.

from Nepal.

He knows he will need help
to do it and hopes to attract
people who like to spend their
weekends working on organic
farms. He has successiully
grown two new crops — Nepalese
varieties of barley and wheat —
but has had less success with
high-altitude maize.

He is also planning to plant
amaranth, the purple [ower
that was grown as a sacred crop
by the South American Inca
people.

The only pests with which he
has had to contend are slugs,
which ate the first planting of
barley and maize.

Back in Nepal Ghaleni and
Tamang face much larger pests
whose number have been grow-
ing as a result of conservatian
laws, passed in the Seventies,
setting up national parks. The
legislation covers the land
around tHeir village, and park

®

Nepali tarmers Kanchi Ghaleni and Chiring Tamang, and British anthropologist Ben Campbell-

Cross-tertilisation

regulations prevent farmers
from protecting their crops and
livestock by killing wild ani-
mals such as the potato-loving
wild boar and porcupines.

aeoltsaga very Rard Jife back
there,” says Tamang. who has
left his'village forithe first time
to make this trip. "You have to

“work all day long, and at night
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Teams of the First Contest

by Rezaul Hassan

Profile of tea-
ms will give
participants

and would-be
participants

some ideas as
to the quality

” of participati-

NCPC 1998 on. In one of

the earlier articles, it was listed
the names of participating
institutions together with the
number of teams. Fifteen, 6 and
4 teams will be rﬂpresenting
BUET, Dhaka University an
North South University re-
spectively. Number of aspirant
teams exceeded 126 and the or-
ganisers had to increase the
number of teams from 35 to 50
to meet a portion of the demand.
It is encouraging to note that
organisers have considered two
teams consisting of relatively
young members- one from the
Govt. Laboratory High School
and the other from British
American School. In order to
satisfy inquisitiveness and
arouse interest in youngsters we
are highlighting profiles of
participating teams,

Let us start with BUET — the
largest particilpatlng institu-
tion. As is well known, BUET
still attracts the most meritori-
ous boys and girls of the coun-
try. Moreover, of about 700 stu-
dents getting admitted into
BUET, the topmost 60 come to
the Department of Computer
Science and Engineering (CSE).
This year 60 positions have
been filled up by students hav-
ing admission test merit within
the top 63. Such is the interest
among our youngsters- to get
education on the latest most
versatile computer technology.
Number of aspirants is many
more, most of which have to be
satisfied with getting admitted
into other departments. Con-
sidering the interest and
prospect of the technology, in-
take should be at least doubled
to enable these bright students
pursue their education accord-
ing to their own choice.,

In spite of having relatively
young faculty members, CSE
Department has been attracting
the best students since its incep-
tion. Half of its graduates have
either been continuing with
their higher studies or entered
into professional life in ad-
vanced countries. Students and
Eraduates of this department

ave always excelled in pro-
gramming skill. Areef Reza, a
graduate and teacher of the de-
partment, has recently been
awarded prestigious Quest for
Java by the sociation for
Computing Machinery (ACM).
For the first time a team from
BUET participated in the World

¥

Finals of ACM ICPC at Atlanta
in February this year.

Moreover, CSE students
(also 2 students from EEE de-
artment, BUET) have been per-
orming very well in the Inter-
net problem-solving forum. Of
the nine students. promised by
Dr. Mohiuddin Khan Alaimgir

for award ol Taka one lac worth
coliputer systems each, 8 come
from CSE department. In a re-
ception held on 25th of July at
IEB, Bangladesh Computer So-
ciety awarded crests to 15 tal-
ented students for having occu-
pied topmost world ranking in
the Internet Programming, or-
ganised by the University of
Valladolid under the banner of
ACM. 14 of the 15 students came
from BUET — 13 from CSE and
one from EEE. Of the 72 partici-
pants, who registered with the
Valladolid site more than 65
come from CSE Department,
BUET. So it is quite obvious
that in the national contest
CSE students will outnumber
other similar departments in
their participation. Let us dis-
cuss the prolile of each team. In
the following we use L and T as
abbreviations respectively for
Level and Term:.

Team: Prometheus- BUET,
consisting of Suman Kumar
Nath (L4T2), Rezaul Alam
Chowdhury (Shaikat, L4T1) and
Tarique Mesbaul Islam
(Shushom, L4T1), won Lhe Asia
Region Site 3 contest last year
by a significant time margin.
Tf;ls team has also occupied
24th position in the World Fi-
nals beating Stanford Univer-
sity and some other Ex-Cham-
pion universities. Suman had
position in HSC Examination
and stood first in both BUET
and DU Admission Tests.
Suman has a research paper in
an International Journal to his
credit. Suman's current rank-
ing at Valladolid is 3. Shaikat
is the world champion leading
the runner of by a big margin of
25 problems. His positions in
merit list of SSC and HSC Ex-
aminations were 9th and 5th
respectively. Shaikat has also
an international publication to
his credit. Shushom had posi-
tion in the HSC Examination
and is the topper in his class.
Shushom has scored a century
in the Valladolid contest. This
team is the highest hurdle for
any team in this contest.

Team: Solving Machine (Out
of Order) - BU consists of
three centurians in the Val-
ladolid contest- Reaz, Anwar
and Tanbir occupying 5th, 15th
and 7th posifions respectively.
The first two are in L3T2 with

Reaz having a CGPA of 3.97,
whereas Tanbir is a L2T2 stu-
dents. Tanbir had position in
SSC Examination. In terms of
the results of Valladolid contest
they are ranked 2nd.
eam: Mirage — BUET con-
sists of Mustag Ahmed,
Monirul Abdein Pappana and
Mojahedul Hoque Abul
Hasanat. The first two are L2T2
students of CSE Department,
whereas the third member is an
L2T2 students of EEE Depart-
ment of BUET. Mustaqg occupied
3rd position in Programming
Contest organised by Computer
Jagat in 1992. Mustaq stood
first in BUET Admission Test.
They participated in the Re-
gional Contest to occupy 4th
position. Mustaq, Monir and
Hasanat are u-ccupyin% respec-
tively 8th, 6th and 19th posi-
tion in Valladolid contest.
Team: Shangshaptak —
BUET consists of Ferdous,
Farah and Masud all of whom
scored centuries in the Val-
ladolid contest occupying 10th,
13th and 11th positions respec-
tively. Farah stood 7th and lst
in SSC and HSC examinations
respectively. Farah is the only
girl scoring century and ac-
corded recc&c}iun by Bangladesh

Computer iety.
o Tubdhak — BUET

consists of L4T1 CSE students
Newton, Zia and Asad. Newton
and Zia are both centurians
having 17th and 16th positions
respectively in Valladolid con-
test. This team participated in
the regional contest and occu-
pied 3rd position.

Team: Aspirant - BUET con-
sists of Nadim Parvez, Abdullah
Al Kavi and Abu Wasif. Nadim
had position in HSC ex-
amination. The first two are
from L4T1 whereas Wasif is
from L3t2 of CSE, BUET. Nadim
is occupying 23rd position in
the Valladolid contest,

Team: Phoenix - BUET con-
sists of Mahbubur Rahim Khan,
Junaed Sattar and Shahriar
Manzoor all L2T2 students of
CSE. BUET. Mahbub had 16th
position in HSC examination,
whereas Junaed occupied 18th

and l14th respectively in SSC -

and HSC examinations.
Shahriar occupied 14th posi-
tion in the HSC examination.
All of them have good scores in
the Valladolid contest.

Team: Endeavour-BUET
consists of Nasim Mahmood,
Quamrul Hasan Tipu and Ra-
jesh Palit. Nasim has position
in HSC Examination and stood

first in both BUET and DU Ad-

mission Tests. Tipu occupied
13th and 2nd positions respec-

_JavaScript.

tively in SSC and HSC exami-
nations. Rajesh occupied posi-
tion in the HSC examination.
All of them are L3T2 students of
CSE., BUET.

Team: Kingshuk-BUET con-
sists of Shubhashis Ghosh,
Ashiqur Rahman and Mef-
tauddin, all L4AT2 students of
CSE. BUET. Ashiq had merit
position in HSC examination,
wheras all the three have excel-
lent CGPAs.

Team: Nightingale-BUET
consists of L2T2 students
Hemayet Hossain, Aminul Haq
and S{mrfuzzanmn. All of them
are scholarship holders and
have reasonable score in Val-
ladolid contest.

Team: Delta-BUET consists
of L4T1 students Zahangir,
Monica and Dilshad. Zahangir
occupied 3rd and 7th positions
respectively in SSC and HSC
examinations whereas Monica
had position in HSC examina-
tion.

Team: SKY-BUET consists of
Shaiful Alam, Abul Khayes
Akanda and Eunus Ali all of

LAT1 of CSE, BUET. All of them
have so far honours marks in
their undergraduate courses.

Team: Karabi-BUET consists
of Sukanta Pramanik, Subrata
Saha and Mursalin Akon.
Sukanta had positions in both
SSC and HSC examinations.
Mursalin loves to work with
All of them are
L2T2 students of CSE BUET.

Team: The Master Minds-
BUET consists of Topon Kumar
Paul, Muniruzzaman and Ah-
san Ali. Topon had position in
both SSC and HSC examina-
tions, whereas Ahsan had posi-
tion in SSC examination. Mu-
niruzzaman, although an EEE
student, has a serious interest
in programming.

eam: Challenger-BUET
consists of Nazrul Alam, Abdul-
lah Al Mamun and Enamul
Azim- all L2T1 students all of
L2T2, CSE, BUET. Nazrul Alam
occupied a merit position in
HSC examination, whereas Ab-
dullah-Al-Mahmood had posi-
tion in SSC Examination. The
later stood 1st in BUET Admis-
sion Test.

All members of these teams
have consistent high academic
performance to their credit. So
all the teams will be formidable
opponents to beat in the First
Ngtiunal Computer Program-
ming Contest in the next issue
we will present teams from
other institutions.

The writer is Team Coordi-
nator, NCPC-1998 and Business
Manager, Proshika Computer
Systems

Geoff Tansey writes from Todmorden, England
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you have to guard against the
wild animals that come (o feed
on the o

Parks i:rglslatmn has also
restricted farmers' access to
bamboo. They used to cut it
freely to make baskets as a way
of supﬁlementin their in-
comes. Now, on only two occa-
sions a year, they are allowed,
for a fee, to take what they can
carry.

It is not enough for the year,
says Campbell. They used to
trade the baskets with lowland
groups for grain, which gave
them some food security when

times were hard. But they are no
longer able to trade in bamboo
products.

The government is setting up
buffer zones in which the rules
will be eased. which may help
the hill farmers, who farm part
of the year as a household
working their own land, usu-
ally in winter, and partly in
communal work groups during
busy periods.

"Anything from three to 20
people at one time can be in-
volved in these groups.,” says
Campbell. "They work different
farms every day so that every-
one's farm gets attended to.

"The atmosphere is relaxed
and [riendly. They sing songs,
eat snacks together and there is
a good dynamic to the day's
work. If people are not there on

time, and don't put in a good
day's work, they'll not be in-
vited to join the group next
year. So there's a self-regulating
principle built into it.”

Campbell is currently work-
ing on a research project, "Hi-
malayan Biodiversity and Hu-
man I[nterests”, which is sup-
ported by a British government
grant. He hopes that his find-
ings will help convey villagers
experiences and problems to the
Nepali authorities. Without
more government support for
agriculture, he says, Ghaleni
and Tamang's village, “nd other
hill communities in Nepal. will
continue to face hard times.

The author is a freelance
writer specialising in food and

farming.
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JAARE Peopies Forum - aesgroupsrsorkimg wvith sural
farmipg- and . food praduciag communjties ;and
environmental and developmental organisations in the
South Asian countries —met in Colombo on July 25 and
26 prior to the 10th SAARC Summit to discuss the
alarming crisis developing in the region in the area of
food security. The crisis is threatening the very lives and
livelihoods of the people in the region, particularly the
poor, making them the victims of poverty, hunger and

trafficking. In the spirit of sharing

their anxieties with

the governments of SAARC countries they placed their
concerns before them. Following are excerpts from their
memorandum submitted to the Standing Committee of the

10th SAARC Summit:

It is imperative that the food
security be the top priority
agenda of SAARC to be dealt
collectively in the region.

We appreciate the initiative
the governments of the SAARC
countries have taken to estab-
lish the South Asian Food Se-
curity Reserve to assist each
other in food emergency situa-
tion. However we would like to
emphasise that this should be
treated only as a Disaster Re-
serve and not to be confused
with the food security issues.

A centralised reserve does
not necessarily imply food se-
curity. The SAARC govern-
ments must commit themselves
to ensure household food secu-
rity. It should be reflected in
their macro-economic and
technological policies. The
measure of SAARC food secu-
rity must begin with the house-
hold as the basic unit.

We urge that our govern-
ments review Structural Ad-
justment Programmes, trade

iberalisation policies and
other policies that have nega-
tive implication for food secu-
rity.

OQur governments must

recognise the contribution ol
rocessors

women as producers,
and preservers of fi and pro-
vide them an enabling envi-
ronment to carry out their his-
toric role in ensuring food secu-
rity. Laws ensuring land rights
for women, orienting agricul-
tural research towards them are
necessary preconditions for
this.

SAARC pgovernments must
recognise that biodiversity
based, sustainably managed
food production systems con-
tain the potential for genetic
conservation and contribute to
food security. The strength of
SAARC countries lies in these
systems. Therefore encouraging
tgese systems must be man-
dated for the agricultural fi-
nancial institutions to provide
financial resources to these sys-
tems and insurance com es
to cover food crops and live-
stock in the region.

We understand the need to
set up the SAARC Agricultural
Information Centre. But the

purpose of this Centre is still
ungg:. This Centre should ex-
plicitly state what information

Food Securit

it.is calleqting. far what purpose

and how can the farmers and

citizehs of the regiobn have ac-
cess to this information. We
also want that the Centre
should address the following is-
sues:

e Monitoring of biopiracy
and providing information on
it
into an

e Turning itself

indigenous and local knowledge

centre
e Making it into an useful

instrument for promotion of.

ecological agriculture

e A place for storing
Community Biodiversity Regis-
lers as legal public documents

11 {1e region.
e aﬁ: concerned that the

implementation of Rio ree-
ment is poor in most of the
SAARC countries, especially
Chapter 14, related to Sustain-
able Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment. We want that the
Convention of Biological Di-
versity and the Rio Agreements
are reflected in the national
policies of the SAARC coun-
tries.

In the earlier SAARC decla-
rations an emphasis was given
on the flow ol resources Irom
developed countries for the im-
plementation of CBD and Rio
agreements. We would like to
urge our governments that the
promotion of sustainable agri-
culture, protection of local and
indigenous knowledge and con-
servation and advancement of
biodiversity should not be de-
pendent on foreign funds. It is
imperative that local resources
are mobilised for their imple-
mentation.

We urge our countries that a
common position and strate-

ies are developed among
EA&RC countries to deal with

y in the Region

L khe review of TRIPS due in, 1999

and the review of Agreement on
Agriculture due in 2000. We are
concerned that very little
progress has been made in the
SAARC countries to deal with
these issues so as to defend the

interests of their citizens.
The emergence ol transna-

tional corporations in the re-
gion under a new green mask as
providers of food security is of
rave concern to us. If allowed a
ree run they will begin a re-
colonisation of our farming
communities. Of special alarm
to us is the fact that they have
started to monopolise our seed
industry and have laid out their
agenda patenting life forms in
the region. These activities of
transnationals has the poten-
tial to totally destroy the tradi-
tional control of our farmers
over their own seeds and agri-

| productiqn systems.
. s"éan ﬁllcsn Hm agents

of bio-piracy, genetically modi-
fied organisms and systems of
certification. all of which can
deliver the final blow to the
sinking system of our otherwise
self sufficient agriculture.
Therefore, taking necessary
measures to prevent and stop
biopiracy should be the primary
objective of our governments.
Therefore we would like to
caution the SAARC govern-
ments that the present policy of
offering the TNCs cheap and un-
limited land, water and other
natural resources and a variety
of incentives which include un-
rotected labour can be suicidal
or the region. We further urge
the SAARC governments to al-
ter their agriculturnl policies
in favour of tlic small and
marginal farmers and food
producers to halt the march of
the TNCs in this area.

tl##***###*l##*###*#l*##l##l*tll*#i!###tt#l###!####l###!*l#!####

Combating Trafficking in Women and Children

The SAARC People's Forum also proposed some amend-

ments to the S
batin Trafﬂckinlg
Prostitution. Follo
memorandum submitted:

We applaud and support the
initiatives of the SAARC gov-
ernments to address the issue of
trafficking by formulating a
SAARC Regional Convention,
thereby pledging to coordinate
their efgrts to take effective
measures to address this prob-
lem. Following the Male Decla-
ration of the 9th SAARC Sum-
mit in 1997, the Technical
Committee on Women and De-
velopment has prepared a draft
of tﬁe SAARC Convention on
Trafficking. In the process of
formulating this draft, the re-
spective governments have
sought the input of women’s
and human rights' organisa-
tions. £y _

Women's and human rights
groups in the region who have
engaged with the issue by assist-
ing trafficked women have

appled with the complexity of
ﬁl:lc issue of trafficking and
gained deeper insight into the

henomenon. These groups
Eavc interacted amongst them-
selves in order to sharpen their
analyses of the issue as well as
the processes and strategies.
The SAARC draft Convention

C Convention on
. ?‘.I'I': Women and Children for

wing are excerpts

eventing and Com-

from their

reflects the lobbying efforts of
an intensely
plan of action by the
Member States of the C

these groups an
debated

region.

The Convention needs to
and notion of
takes

broaden the sco
trafficking. Traffickin
place for a range of ultimate
purposes, not only for the pur-

pose of prostitution. It is crucial

to recognise that the main mo-
tive of the trafficker is profit
through trade, however that

rofit may accrue-whether
rom sale to brothels to adop-
tion homes, for camel jockey-
ing, forced marriage, begging,
bonded and forced ur,
trade, etc. The use to which the
trafficked persons are put
depends on the exploitative
global trading, and the demand
and supply trends as dictated
by the market economy.

The Convention must recog-
nise that due to hard . cul-
tural, religious, political and
economic pressures, WoInern are
forced to migrate in search of
options for livelihood. Any
move to combat trafficking
must not interfere with wom-

en's right to mobility. The Con-
vention must not become an in-
strument to restrict or control
the voluntary movement of
women from one country to
another, Issues of trafficking
and migration must be sepa-

rated. A distinction between the
two can only be made if the el-

ements and motives of traffick-

ing are defined clearly.

The concern and interests of
trafficked women and the need
to provide them support and se-
curitr must take precedence
over the citizenship concerns of
the member states the
legal identity of the women.
Trafficked women should be ac-
corded standard minimum hu-
manitarian treatment consis-
tent with international human

ts standards.

In view of the above consid-
erations we propose the follow-
ing amendments:

Title : In lieu of the title of
the draft Convention read:
SAARC Convention on Prevent-
ing and Combating Trafficking
in Women and Children.

Article 1, Definitions:

Trafficking consists of all
acts involved in the procure-
ment, transportation, forced
movement, and/or uclun% and
bu of women and children

within and/or across borders
' by fraudulent mens, deception,

coercion, direct and/or indirect
threats, abus;; of authority, for
the purpose of placing a woman
and?n?ghild 2] air?sgl her will
with or without her consent in
exploitative and abusive situa-
tions such as forced prostitu-
tion, marriage, bonded and
forced labour, begging, organ
trade, etc.

Reintegration means social,
political and economic integra-
tion acknowledging her right to
self determination.

Article 9, Para 1 to read :
This Convention ses the
right of the trafficked women to
choose the modalities and the
location of her reintegration.
This choice should be explicitly
made in the presence of an in-
dependent body, such as the
human rights commission
and/or National Womens
Commission. As her choice,
the state es to the conven-
tion shall facilitate the process
of her reintegration. No coer-
cion should be apgltnd to repa-
triate her against her will.

Para 2 to read : Pending the
processes of reintegration, the
state es to the convention
shall make suitable provisions
for her security and mainte-
nance. The provision of legal
services shall also be made
available to the trafficked |
WOmen..



