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The five DB men arrested earlier in connection with the

death of Rubel in custody.
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others. Akram was shouting at
them.

It was not immediately
known why police refrained
from seeking Akram's remand
for further interrogation.

Akram had allegedly ordered
the special squad of
plainclothesmen under his
command to pick up Rubel un-
der Section 54 of CrPC without
any formal warrant or charges.

Later, a police official said
on condition of anonymity that
they did not ask his remand as
he was "not needed at this mo-
ment. If necessary we would
take him on remand,” he said.

A bail petition was moved b
Akram's lawyer Advocate Sha
Newaj which was rejected t;{y
Magistrate Mortuza Ahmed.
The lawyer, arguing for his
client said there was nothing in
the general diary of the case
that he allowed his team to ar-
rest Rubel.

Low over Bay
likely to weaken

The "well marked low" over
northwest Bay off Andhra-
Orissa coast moved northwest-
erly and was lying over eastern
Madhya Pradesh and adjoining
Orissa, reiorts UNB.

It is likely to move further
inland and weaken gradually,
said a Met Office bulletin issued
in the r:itél last night.

It said strong monsoon un-
der the influence of the low is
likely to prevail over the north

Bay.
Who is the boss?

From Page ]

When the home minister's
attention was drawn to the de-
viation at his press briefing, he
said that he had asked the de-

artment concerned the day

fore to supply the photos to
the press. "The IGP is the appro-
priate person 1o explain the
matter,” the minister said and
passed the microphone on to
the IGP, Ismail Hossain, sitting
next to him in uniform.

"Supplying those pho-
tographs was unnecessary ... We
cannot supﬁly their pho-
tographs as they are members
of police ... They are government
officials,” the police chief said
in a nonchalant manner.

The 1GP's statement pro-
voked a number of journalists
to ask: who is the boss?

Isn't it a reflection of inher-
ent arrogance of fpnlice in this
country? some of the journal-
ists asked the home minister,

The minister kept silent on
the questions, but responded to
the sentiment of the journalists
by announcing immediately: "I
order that all the photos be sup-
plied to the press today."

Arrogance and alleged
widespread corruption by police
became issues of discussion at
the press conference.

Hartal
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cessionists with balons and
lobbed tear gas shells. The pro-
cessionists hurled brick bats at
police. Two vehicles were dam-
aged there,

For maintenance of law and
order, the government has de-
cided to deploy over 4000 police
and BDR personnel in the city
today. The police have identi-
fled 21 trouble spots including
Siddeshwari area, police
sources said.

Eight deputy commissioners
and seven additional commis-
sioners will supervise the police
and BDR dur!np{ the hartal
hours under the leadership of
DMP Commissioner Mahmud
Al-Farid, the sources said.

UNB adds: A briefing was
held at the DMP headquarters
;Ht:rday with Mahmud Al-

arid in the chair to review
preﬁmunna for today's hartal.
e meeting opined that the
hartal will be something differ-
ent as people ma‘v sponta-
neously participate in the pro-
gramme, a police official said.

"So every member will have
to remain calm and quite in
face of all sorts of provocation
by the hartal supporters,” or-
dered a high police official.

“But stern action will be
taken against anti-disciplinary
activities.”

P Nine lalnﬁnn of BDR will be
ep at the strategic points
of the city, i

Akram sent to jail

Rather, he (Akram) was on
leave for two days as the day
following the incident was the
death anniversary of his son,
the lawyer argued.

There was commotion at the

» court room when Akram was

brought in without handcufls
and carrying a mobile tele-
hone. IZ large number of
awyers who gathered at the
court along with people,
shouted abuses at him and
asked why he was not hand-
cuffed.

Later police put a handcuff
in his lelt hand and whisked
him away to the court lockup
before taking him to the Cen-

tral Jail at 4:20 pm, with people
EIEE';I% demonstrations.
e was being taken out,
press photographers and re-
orters rushed but he showed
is annoyance and raised his
handcuffed hand. "Take as
many photos as ynu like." he
shouted al the lensmen.

Evidences of Rubel’s
tather, 2 brothers

recorded
By Staff Correspondent

The one man judicial com-
mission comprising Justice
Habibur Rahman Khan yester-
day started recording evidences
of witnesses in the Rubel mur-
der case, sources said.

Evidences of the father and
two brothers of Rubel were
recorded between 11:45 am and
7:30 pm at the temporary office
of the commission in the city,
the sources added.

Evidences of four other wit-
nesses including another
brother and two sisters-in-law
of Rubel will be recorded on
Friday.

While recording the state;
ments of the witnesses, Justice
Habibur Rahman Khan was as-
sisted by two assistant secre-
taries of the home ministry,
Some lawyers of the Bangla-
desh Society for Enforcement of
Human Rights were also present
on the occasion. The BSEHR is
representing complainant
Abdur Rab, father of Rubel. in
legal matters.

Rubel, a BBA student of In-
dependent University, died un-
der the custody of DB police in
the city onn Thursday last,

Home Minister
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dered over tendering resigna-
tion, taking moral responsibil-
ity lor the il]linF. the minister
said: "My moral responsibility
is to improve the situation. One
has to combal the evils, instead
of shying away from them."

In this regard, he admitted
that it was high time for ensur-
ing transparency and account-
ability of the police force, "Re-
forms in the police force would
start after receiving recom-
mendations of the parliamen-

tary standing committee con-
cerned and the judicial reform
commission.” He also invited

suggestions from the journal-
isls.

In response to a question,
the minister said that the gov-
ernment would review the pro-
visilons of Section 54 of the
CrPC under which police could
arrest anyone without any spe-
cific allegation. "None can say
that Section 54 is not abused.”

When asked if the govern-
ment has any plan to probe al-
Iepf:d ‘amassing of wealth' by
police officials I.ltgall:,r. he said
that he had already asked the
officials to submit statement of
wealth. "What [ would do now is
to fix a deadline for submitting
the statements. It would be Au-
gust 31 next."

Commenting on a suggestion
that there should be an inde-
pendent institution to probe
criminal offences of police, the
minister said "It is an impor-
tant thing to ponder over.”

Hasina-Vajpayee
From Page |

ayee responded positively to
he views of Sheikh Hasina.
Later, the Bangladesh Prime
Minister hosted a lunch at Re-
ency Room of Hotel Taj where
e leaders are staying.
Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, Forelgn Secretary
Mustafizur Rahman, Indian
Stale Minister for External Af-
fairs Bashundhara Raje and
high officials of the two sides
joined the luncheon.
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5 policemen
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During the assault the Inde-
pendent University undergrad-
uate student reportedly suffered
fatal head injuries.

Meanwhile, the five day re-
mand of the five plainclothes-
men ended 'L‘BI‘.EI'(FH}',T]'] will
be produced before the CMM's
court today, CID sources said.

"Sir, 1 did not see anythit;lg.”
"l did not beat Rubel.,” and "I
don't know anything about the
arrest” were some ol the com-
mon answers of the remanded
policemen during the five days
of interrogation. Besides, they
also said their team in-charge,
assistant commissioner Akram
Hossain, knew everything, ac-
r:nrdi;}xF to CID sources.

Officials said they would de-
cide today whether they would
seek permission of the court for
further questioning of the five
arrested detective policemen —
S1 Taherul Islam Thakur, ASI
Abdul Karim, Havilder Nuruz-
zaman, constables Parvez and
Farug and DB Inspeclor
Aminul, who was arrested last
night. CID will produce Aminul
belore the CMM s court today.

Aminul is also one of the
team members who took Rubel
in an unconscious state 1o the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal where doctors said he had
already died.

Students of BUET
Architecture Deptt
to begin fast unto
death from Monday

By Staff Correspondent

Students of the Architecture
Department of BUET yesterday
announced that they would be-
gin a fast unto death from Mon-
day demanding return of the 13
teachers of the department to
the campus.

The students announced the
programme in the press release
after the 13 teachers met the
Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity %'Ester[ia},-.

"Talks between the teachers
with the VC failed as the teach-
ers did not apologise, as de-
manded by the authorities,” the
press release said.

Students of the Architecture
Department are abstaining
from attending classes as the
BUET authorities allegedly vio-
lated the live-point agreement
and relieved the 13 teachers, the
press release said.

On the other hand, a source
who was present at the talks
said, "The recent reconciliatory
letter written by the 13 teachers
to the authorities of the BUET 1s
not satisfactory.”

"Some syndicate members
are not salisfied with our rec-
onciliatory letter. "They want
us to apologise in writing.
which is not possible." the
source added,

The 13 teachers, in recent
joint letter 1o the VC, withdrew
some "objectionable comments’
in their earlier joint letter to
the VC. Along with the recent
joint letter, they also submitted
individual letters Lo the VC for
reconsideration of the authori-
lies acceplance ol their resigna-
tion.

News 1tem on
Rina Sultana

Kibria baseless’
By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Press Courn-
cil has said that the report pub-
lished in the daily Banglabazar
Patrika on April 7. 1997 impli-
cating Rina Sultana Kibria in
share market manipulations
was baseless and labricated and
intended to malign her and her
father-in-law. Finance Minis-
ler SAMS Kibria.

In a verdict, the Council ob-
served that evidences did not
conform with the allegations
made in the report and that the
report was published in viola-
tion of the journalistic code of
conduct,

The Council also asked the
newspaper to publish the ver-
dict within two weeks of its
pronouncement. The verdict
was given last week.

The verdicl was given by the
Council's judicial conunittee
comprisiig Justice Sultan Ho-
sain, Advocate SS Halder, Ighal
Sobhan Chowdhury, Bazlur
Rahman, Kazi Shahed Ahmed,
Nurul Islamm Nahid and Mah-
bubul Alam.

The Banglabazar Patrika in
its report sald that Rina Sul-
tana had earning "a lot of
money by manipulating the
share market through diflerent
bank accounts”. Her relation-
ship with the finance minister
was also mentioned in the re-
port. ;

Rina Sultana had filed a case
with the Press Council on April
23, 1997, against the then editor
of the daily, Matiur Rahman
Chowdhury, and its publisher
and printer Md Zakaria Khan.

She also filed a civil suit
with the fourth Sub-judge's
Court, Dhaka, demanding com-
P:naatmn for damaging her

mage in the public eye.

In a statement to the press,
Rina Sultana also alleged the
“motivated” report was intended
to give an impression to the
people that she had made crores
of taka when the share prices
were high in 1996,

“The truth |s that | was a
helpless investor, badly al-
fected in the share market In
1996, The question of earning

80 much money does not arise’,
she added.
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BNP chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia address
city yesterday, organised to protest the killing of Rubel.
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Magj strate’s chamber ransacked

KUSHTIA. July 29: At least
20 persons were injured, includ-
ing a magistrate, when a mob
attacked and ransacked the
chamber of the magistrate,
leading to a clash with the po-
lice in the court compound to-
day, reports UNB.

A number of lawa'ers ap-
yeared in the court of first class

agistrate to seek bail for 2
JSD leaders Abdul Mannan and
Joydev Biswas who were ar-
rested on July 27 on charge of a
murder. But the magistrate re-

|

"Stop promotions
on basis of

quota system’

By Staff Correspondent

A meeting of BCS (taxation
and customs) officials vesterday
deeply resented the promotions
at deputy secretary and joint
secretary levels at the Sec-
retariat on the basis of "dis-
criminatory quota system.”

The meeting, held at the of-
fice of the BCS (Taxation) Asso-
ciation., was presided over by
the acting president of the asso-
ciation. Asim Kumar Roy.

The meeting demanded an-
nulment of the guidelines on
the basis ol which the promo-
tions were made. The meeting
noted that if further promo-
tions are made on the basis of
these guidelines, BCS taxation
and customs officials would be
compelled to go for tough action

rogramme like abstention
roimm work, said a press release.

It urged the authorities con-
cerned to prepare a "fair and
just” guideline for promotion
on the basis of merit and effi-
ciency through an "open com-
petition” among all cadre ser-
vices under the aegis of the Par-
liamentary Standing Commit-
tee on Establishment Ministry.

Satkhira clash:

Death toll

rises to 4

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. July 29: Abdus
Sabur. 38. one of the landless
severely hit by bullets during
clash with police over posses-
sion of Baburabad jalmahal
succumbed lo il]l_{urit'ﬁ al
Khulna General Hospital on
Tuesday night.

Condition of the two others
who are underﬁuing treatment
is still critical, doctors said.

With this death, the number
of the people killed in the fierce
clash now stands at four.

Meanwhile, two landless
farmers named Ansar Ali and
Noor Ahmed have claimed bod-
ies ol two minor boys as their
sons. The boys were among
thuse Killed in the clash.

Tension Is prevailing in
Satlkhira town today as people
hailing from aburabad
brought oul a processione

20 hurt as mob, police
clash at Kushtia

jected the bail petitions and
placed the accused on police
remand.

Soon the JSD supporters
who assembled in the court
compound turned unruly. They
attacked the Magistrate's
chamber, pelted stones and
ransacked the chamber.

Advocate Azizur Rahman
Akkas, president of Kushtia Bar
Association, and magistrate
Mohammad Ishaq were injured
in the attack.

Police brought the situation
under control and drove them
away from the court compound.

Later, lawyers, district ad-
ministration and the District
Judge reached a negotiation to
avert further trouble. The judge,
later, rescinded his order.

3 electrocuted
In city

By Staff Correspondent

Three persons, including a
couple, were electrocuted in
flood affected areas, in the city
yesterday.

Police said Shahidur Rah-
man, 32, and his wife Sheuli
Begum, 23, were electrocuted
inside their makeshift house at
Bagichar Tek slum in West
Rampura. at about 11:30 am.

The incident took place
when Shahid, a rickshawpuller,
was repairing an electricity line
inside their house submerged by
flood water.

Hearing Shahid's scream
Sheuli. who was then cooking
inside the house, came to help
her husband and she was also
electrocuted. Both of them died
on the spol, police added.

In another incident. Taslim
Uddin, 20, was fatally injured
as he tried to keep aside an
electric wire floating in .the
flood water while he was travel-
inmg by a boat at Khapara in
Khilkhet area at about 1:30 pm.
police said.

In a fatally wounded condi-
tion, Taslim was rushed to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) where the doctors
declared him dead.

The bodies were sent to
DMCH morgue for autopsy. Two
separate unnatural death cases
were filed with police.

Tuition fee hike

JCD enforces
strike at CU

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 29;
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
enforced a day-long strike at
Chlllagun% University today
protesting the authorities’ decl-
sion to raise tuition fees and
other charges.

No classes were held al-
though the offices at the admin-
istrative building remained
open during the strike,

The JCD activists brought
oul a procession and held a
rally on the campus.

From Page 1

the authorities concerned about
the threat.

"Police protection around
the embassy and the residence
of Thal diplomats has been
beefed up. The authorities con-
cerned are looking into the se-
curity aspect,” he sald.

In reply to a question, the
ambassador said that the letter
contained a Bangladesh post-
mark.

When contacted, a senior po-
lice official said, the matter is
being handled by the ministries

Stabbed to death
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Kamrul was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital

(DMCH) where the attending
doctors declared him dead.

The body was sent to DMCH
mburﬁue for autopsy. Shabu-
jmn irm the incident till filing
of this report at about 9:30 pm
last night.

police, however, could not

Threat to blow up Thai embassy

of foreign affairs and home af-
fairs. Security around the Thal
embassy has already been
geared up, he added.

" Letters containing threat
were received by some eml-

bagsies ol foreign countries
:aﬁfrr also but those later

termed out to be "bogus”, he
said. i :

Anisul Huq, special prosecu-
tor ol Banggbaﬁhu 1jlrm.m:iln':r
case also told The Dally Star
that while in Thailand in
March last, he also received
threat over telephone. When
asked whether he informed
Thai police, he said, "it did not
bother me much’.

A Thai court on April 29 or-
dered Bazlul Huda's extradition,
dismissing his prayer for polit-

ical asylum. Huda appealed
against it, which is pending
with a Thai Appeal Court,
Anisul Huq said.

The government will contest
the appeal case, Anisul Huq
sald. "As soon as the schedule Is
announced, we will be informed
about it," he said.
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Maidan in the
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Khaleda
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mation of a judicial commis-
sion with a retired judge, Begum
Zia reiterated her demand that
the commission be headed by a
sitting judge of Supreme Court.

She also demanded that the
accused should tried in a special
tribunal and, if necessary, a law
should be enacted to quicken
the process of the trial.

he former prime minister
sald the government is using
police to serve its political ends.
Police sometimes carry orders
just for the sake of their job.”

Begum Zia sald Awami
League has come to power by re-
sorting to terrorism and they
are now trying to cling to power
the same way. But people will
not give them that scope,

Referring to the recent by-
election in Barisal, she said
people, defying all sorts of
threat and coercion have foiled
the evil design of the govern-
ment.

Accusing the government of
hatching conspiracy to involve
Rubel in a fictitious case, m
Zia said law does not permit
torture in police custody.

As many as 85 people were
killed in police EUIFDcdjr during
the 2-year rule of Awami League
while thousands of political ac-
tivists were maimed, she said.

"Awami League government
is repeating what it did during
the post-liberation period when
various forces created by them
had picked up young men and
women [rom their houses and
killed,” Begum Zia said.

She called upon all sections
of the people to intensify oust-

overnment movement as it
ailed to protect women. chil-
dren, students, businessmen as
well as professionals from
atrocities.

Later, a militant procession
was brought out which paraded
up to Malibagh Crossing where
police lobbed a number of tear
gas shells at about 7:20 pm.

Witnesses sald police were
provoked by stone throwing at
the CID office from the proces-
sion. Police claimed that crack-
ers were also hurled at them.

In a statement BNP secretary
general Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan condemned the attack
on a party procession by police
and 'Awami lerrorists’.

He alleged that police with-
out any provocation lobbed tear
gas shells and charged baton on
the procession.

e said 25 party leaders and
workers, including Muhammad
Mohon, Selina Akhter, and

Hosneara were injured in at-
lack.

Today’s DU exams
postponed

By DU Correspondent

All the examinations of
Dhaka University scheduled for

today has been postponed due to
unavoidable reasons, said a DU

ting at Paltan

. press release last night.

Flood
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hill basin it is improving. It
may improve in Meghna basin
as most rivers receded there.

Sources at the Reliel Min-
istry control room said the
flood situation deterforated in
Dhaka, Mymensingh, Nars-
ingdi, Manikganj. Rajbari,
Madaripur, Shariatpur, Mun-
shiganj, Pabna, Chandpur,
Brahmanbaria, Habiganj and
Gaibandha districts,

The districts where the flood

is improving are Jamalpur, Ne-
trakona, Sherpur, Sirajganj,
Kurigram, aogaon, Nil-
phamari. Feni, oulvibazar

and Sunamganj.
In Tangail, Bogra, Cha-
and

Fainawahganj. Comilla
aridpur districts, the situation
remained unchanged.

Officials at the control room
said the ongoing flood hit 2,162
unions in 246 thanas of 37 dis-
tricts. Some 1,70,51,073 people
of 22,75,240 familes have been
alfected by the flood.

According to them, 31 more
deaths were reported from
across the country yesterday

raising the total number of ca-
sualties to 171.
They said of the fresh

deaths, nine was reported from
Manikganj., seven from Tan-

all, four from Narayanganj,
wo from Dhaka, two from
Brahmanbaria. two from

Sunnmgﬁnj. one from My-
mensingh, one from Jamalpur,
one from Bogra, one from Nil-
phamari and one from Habi-

ganj.
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Bangladesh. Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and
the host Sri Lanka.

Hasina said, "problems,
however complex, can surely be
resolved through peaceful
meang. Indeed, there is no al-
ternalive to peaceful resolution
of disputes or differences be-
tween states.'

Reposing Bangladesh's re-
newed commitment to the
SAARC, she said: Nothing
should be allowed to detract us
from our main focus — combat-
ing the widespread problems of
‘Juvcrty, hunger, disease and il-
iteracy in the r:%nn.

Relerring to her exclusive
talks with Indian Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee in New
Delhi and Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif In Islam-
abad on nuclear issue, she said
her Indian and Pakistani col-
leagues assured her of their
commitment to peaceful nego-
tiation and dialogue.

The Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister expressed satisfaction
over the moratorium declared
by the two countries on future
nuclear tests and hoped "We will
see further progress towards a
constructive dialogue" to defuse
tension.

In her 11-page writien
speech Hasina made several ob-
servations as well as some pro-
posals to inject new momentum
to the seven-member forum and
achieve economic progress of

1.2 billion impoverished people
in South Asia.

She said since the economies
of the most of the SAARC mem-
bers are vulnerable to with-
stand any shock "We need to
formulate a coordinated ap-
proach to defend ourselves."

She said, "We have to reso-
lutely face any challenges from
any quarter and be better
equipped to halt the process of
marginalisation of our
economies which may come as
a result of the developmental
trading regime."”

Referring to the impact of
WTO and special facilities for
the members of the SAARC par-
ticularly the LDC category for
promoting intra-SAARC trade,
the Prime Minister sought a
commitment to exploit the
tremendous trade potentials

'Hasima: Settle N-issue

amongst the member states.

About the apparent contro-
versy of implementation of
SAPTA and SAFTA, Hasina
favoured a delayed implemen-
tation of the SAFTA (South
Asia Free Trade Area).

Hasina contended that even
the limited scope of SAFTA and
the progress achieved in negoti-
ations has been nﬂlgligible.

About liberal economic
policies, the Prime Minister
said that the SAARC member
countries have already liber-
alised their industrial policies
with attractive incentive pack-
ages and freed the markets from
government intervention creat-
ing a congenial atmosphere for

Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI).

But, she said, "The problem
is that all of us are in competi-
tion to attract FDI in the sectors
we are competitive to each
other,” she suggested streamlin-
ing of regional priorities and
identifying the key sectors to
establish complementary.

"This would certainly con-
tribute to augment regional
trading for our mutual benefit."
Hasina said, adding that the lu-
crative packages of an individ-
ual country may not attract
FDI. Rather, a large regional
market of 1.2 billion people
would effectively ensure the
growth of intra-SAARC in-
vestment and FDI flows.

About the formation of the
South Asia growth quadrangle
with Bangladesh, Nepal,
Bhutan and northeastern states
of India, she said it would be
able to attract foreign investors
for some mega-prnﬁ::tu linked
to the huge hydel resource po-

}entiai of this region in particu-
ar.

"Together we could develop
the infrastructures, communi-
cation networks, sea ports, gas
and energy,” she said. The phi-
losophy behind this proposi-
tion is to obtain tangible bene-
fits for the peoples of this region
in the shortest possible time.

Hasina formally proposed
the establishment of a fund for
the disabled called SAARC Dis-
ability Fund (SDF) to mitigate
the sufferings of the 100 mil-
lion people with disability in
South Asia.

Vajpayee-Sharif agree
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Sharifl sald, speaking to re-
ﬁﬂl‘lfrs after Vajpayee left. But

e said India needed to show
more flexibility on the question
of Kashmir, the disputed Hi-
malayan territory over which
the two countries have fought
two of their three wars,

‘Kashmir is the core issue.
The sooner it is resolved, it is
better for the two countries,' he
said, repeating his call for
third-party mediation.

It also was the first meeting
between the two leaders since
Vajpayee's Hindu nationalist

overnment took office in
arch.

Earlier, Sharif and Vajpayee
sounded conciliatory as they
spoke at the summit inaugura-
tion of the South Asia Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation.

“The inescapable reality that
confronts us today is that South
Asla is now nuclearized, said
Sharil. "It is for us to steer away
from the gathering storm.’

Sharif suggested a resump-
tion of the talks in his speech,
and the agreement was tied up
during the private talks.

It was the Kashmir issue
over which the talks broke
down last September between
the foreign ministry officials.

The Indian leader said his
talks with Sharif today were
‘wide ranging and covered many

issues, including Kashmir and
terrorism.’

Asked I there was any dis-
cussion future testing, Vajpayee
sald, '‘Both India and Pakistan
have already declared a mora-
torium on conducting further
nuclear tests.’

In his speech earlier, Vaj-
payee discussed the nuclear
question, even though it was
not on the summit agenda. He
reasserted India’'s commitment
to « nuclear free world. India
has said it will not give up its
own right to develop nuclear
weapons unless all other coun-
tries do.

The Vajpayee-Sharif talks
overshadowed the broader

summit topic of economic coop-
eration in South Asia, a region
that is home to one-fifth of hu-
manity and 40 per cent of its
poorest people.

Other leaders at the summit
voiced concern over the rising
threat from India and Pak-
istan,

“‘The recent nuclear tests in
our region is a development
that, we all wish, could have
been avoided.' Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh
said. Nepal's Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala spoke of
'‘the fear of an arms race in the
region.’

Although the nuclear issue
was excluded from the agenda of
the formal summit, president
Chandrika Kumaratunga of Sri
Lanka admitted the nuclear
competition was hanging over
the conference.

"It cannot be denied that
such an ambiance could be af-
fected by the recent develop-
ments in South Asia." she d
in an opening address.

The seaside .Six 15'1" a& Sri
Lanka was parti }Pn ut down
by the police on guard against

any attack by Tamil sepa-
ratists, who are fighting a 15-
year-old war for independence
in the north of this Indian
Ocean island.

The summit was opened by
the outgoing chairman, Presi-
dent Maumoon Abdul Gayoom
of the Maldives.

The three-day summit is ex-
pected to give {resh impetus to
the ongoing regional coopera-
tion as the leaders in their
speeches expressed their eager-
ness to take the forum to the
cherished objectives for wellfare
of the peoples of the region. ac-
cording to BSS.

Kumaratunga in her speech
called for achieving economic
cooperation and peace and sta-
bility simultaneously, saying
don't "... postpone the search for
one, while seeking to realise the
other."

After her speech, the outgo-
ing Chairman took up the
agenda of the summit and pro-

sed the name of Kumaratunga
as the chairperson of the 10th
sumimit which was accepted by
all the leaders.

Gayoom in his speech said,
"one of the principal aims of
SAARC enshrined in the char-
ter is to promote mutual trust,
understanding and harmonious
relations among our seven na-
tions. We have always been
trying to do so, we meet now at a
testing time for SAARC, We can
not aftord to allow cooperation
in core economic areas be ham-
strung by disputes besetting the
region. Unless new mindsets
are chosen. old problems will
persist.”

Kumaratunga, mentioning
the nuclear tests, said the cir-
cumstances that led to the steps
taken by India and Pakistan
were bilaterally explained to
each of us in the SAARC. None
of us in SAARC has rushed to
judgements,' she said adding
‘each state in South Asia has
taken its own measures ol the
nuclear tests. Their concerns
have already been expressed on
record and do not need repeti-
tion here. Although these con-
cerns are not on the agenda ol
the summit, they can not be ig-
nored.”

Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala of Nepal said
“the challcn;l{a: of geo-economics
is a compelling factor calling
upon us to rise above the legacy
of mistrust and to foster eco-
nomic cooperation.” "We have
to live with the neighbourhood
realities, sharing space with
neighbours”, he said.

igmi Yoeser Thinley of
Bhutan who is attending the
summit for the first time, said
that the recent events in South
Asia have atltracted consider-
able international attention.
He said, 'In our view every na-
tion has the right to protect its
national interest, and uphold
its national dignity. We are
aware that there are differences
between member states of our
association. We must take full
advantage of our annual sum-
mit meetings which provide ex-
cellent opportunities for bilat-
eral meetings at the highest
levels,



