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2nd SAARC trade

fair from Sept 8

in Colombo

The second SAARC trade fair
will be held in Colombo from
September 8 to 15, a press re-
lease of FBCCI said in Dhaka
yesterday, reporis BSS.

Sri Lankan President Chan-
drika Bandaranaike Ku-
maratu is expected to inau-
gurate the eight-day fair, organ-
ised by the Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry of Sri Lanka in associa-
tion with the Sri Lankan Min-
istry of Internal and Interna-
tional Commerce and Food co-
inciding the silver jubilee of Sri
Lankan independence.

More than 150 foreign ex-
hibitors and over 200 local ex-
hibitors, who are expected take

art in the fair, will attract a
arge number of visitors from
SAARC countries and from
other parts of the world.

C groups Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India. the Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Some of the products and
services will be exhibited at the
fair include apparel and tex-
tiles, handloom includin
house furnishing and sil
products, tea, spices and essen-
tial oils, rubber and rubber
products, milk and milk prod-
ucts, fresh fruits and vegetables,
poultry and meat products, pro-
cessed foods and beverages,
medical herbs, floriculture,

ems and jewelry, footwear and
eather products, gift and home
products, ceramic, handicrafts
and balks, soft toys, wooden
products, furniture, computers
and computer services, electri-
cal and light engineering prod-
ucts, printing and packaging
materials chamber and trade
associations.

The main objective of the
fair is to project image of
SAARC member countries
through the full range of their
respective economic activities
to develop economic coopera-
tion and to promote intra-re-
gional trade, investment and
tourism among them the press
release said, adding that this is
a platform for regional invest-
ment, joint ventures and tech-
nology transfer.

Each SAARC member coun-
try will have a separate pavil-
ion in the fair.

DCCI course on
effective selling

ek enis el

Star Business Report

A 5-day training course on
‘effective selling skill' ended at
DCCI training centre in the city

recently.
Organised by the Human Re-
source Development Pro-

ramme of Dhaka Chamber of
ommerce and Industry, the ob-
jective of the course was to pro-
vide functional knowledge of
selling skill to the participants.

The DCCI President, R Mak-
sud Khan, distributed certifi-
cates among the 31 cipants
who attended the course from
different private enterprises.

At the certificate awarding
ceremony, amongst others, M H
Rahman, Coordinating Direc-
tor, Human Resource & Train-
iné (HRT) Standing Committee,
DCCI, Khandker A Salam, Di-
rector, DCCI, Mamunur Rah-
man, Convenor HRT Standing
Committee, DCCI, Md Emdadul
Haque, Project Manager, DCCI,
Hasanur Rahman Chowdhury,
Deputy Secretary (Training),
DCCI and Shahajada Basunia,
Deputy Secretary (Training)
DCCI were present.

Hasanur Rahman Chowd-
hury. Deputy Secretary (Train-
ing DCCI] and Shahajada
Basunia, Deputy Secretary
(Training) DCCI acted as Course
Coordinators of the course.

Malaysian oil giant
promises to buy
up govt bonds
KUALA LUMPUR, July
Malaysia's bi

company sai
would be willi

29:
est oil and gas
Wednesday it
to buy up to 20
billion ringgit (4.9 billion dol-
lars) worth of government
bonds to aid the country's
struggling economy, says AP.

e proceeds from the bonds
would be used to inject capital
into Malaysia's cash-strap
banks, sald Azizan Zainual
Abidin, chairinan of the- gov-
ernment-controlled Petroliam
Nasional Ltd, or Petronas.

If the nation wants liquidity,
we will assist in providing
lquidity, Azizan told reporters.

However, he stressed that
Petronas would not be using its
vast reserves to bail out indi-
viduals.

Petronas monopolizes the
nation's oil industry. With
about 30 billion ringgit 7.3 bil-
lion dollars in reserves, it is
considered a major player in
the government's bid to rejuve-
nate Malaysia's stalled econ-

omy.

rndependent market ob-
servers, such as Moody's In-
vestors Service, have forecast
that the economy will contract
as such as 5 cent this year.

Due to falling global oil
Bricu. Azizan added that

etronas will keen oil produc-
tion at current levels.

“There have been suggestions
that we should produce more,"
he said, but added that if
Petronas roduces more
petroleum at a time when the
market is weak, the compan
will get less income. 4
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" tunities to

‘effective selling skill' organised by the HRD Programme of

DCCI, which ended on Thursday.

privatisation of tea estates,
productivity has improved.
- India Abroad News Secrvice

Issues Gained
and the economic stability of

that would affect ... the security
the region.” |
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Roundtable on automated financial services ) train services to be leased
k of hk u i i i
L a’C O C areer pat eep S COmp ter Commercial activities of the sary contracts will be executed
assenger trains Karnalully  soon.
H xpress running between The commercial activities
Dhaka and Chittagong and Bal-  include selling and checking of
r 1 I I awa rOI I I al I S aka Express running between  tickets, providing passenger
Dhaka and Mymensingh will be = comforts and ensuring cleanli-
leased uuiia to tﬁ: ﬂ?tﬁa sri-ctur nes; of thul: coaches. %
y soon, a Banglades ilway similar contract has been
Star Business Report press écslgaﬁ: said yesterday, re- executed “u;ital:' a private com-
i tin
A senior central bank offi- fers. on-line banking facilities expected to improve its services belween the central bank and ports Ry o L LSECHy S OpsTe £
cial has said a ‘career path' for etc. The situation could improve shortly. commercial banks has not been 13,;{31 i;mﬁigm:?lnﬂs:ggﬁhérﬁ ﬁ:‘ﬂ:g;:;: tjﬂﬂ? rgfmpge-
the computer programmers by training the bank officials The professor said he once developed. In most of the local Railway Authority (BRA) held tween Santahar and Lal-
fessionals I-?Mbl impn:;vﬂ urvicﬁa thc}r_lll. {5 ol Tauole wiiad munlcz;tl;:: pul;i_',r in which he usc_qﬁ?ln stand alone baa]aiu. room formed.
of the banks by accelerating the e sa e bank oflicials suggested to make BTTB a cor- e governmental regula- ;
automation process. were also technology shy. "To  poration, then change it into a  tory framework should be tech- MEEF ﬁ‘;ﬂﬁf‘,ﬂn,ﬁiﬂﬁ"ﬁ:ﬁ Dhgﬂfﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁ,?uegiﬂf
“Due to lack of able man- et some information from company and sell shares in the nology neutral, because emerg- the meeting, which was at- was leased out on July 7 last
power, automation and net- ranches of a bank one has to  market. ing technology will outstrip | (anded by Communication Sec- year and BR earned 'IkTE& lakh
working among the branches of wait for days whereas in coun- He said most of the users are  regulations as fast as they are retary Syed Rezaul Hayat, Fi- during the last one year as
banks in Bangladesh is being I(ries with automated bankin not satisfied with the dial-u put in place, As electronic pay- nang Sic:r:t Dr Ak}rba;' Ali against Tk 35 lakh before the
delayed compared to the time system its done in seconds wi and leased line services. “VSA ment systems are still emerg- | khan  Director General lease
taken by other countries,” few key strokes.” or radio lines are now bein ing, it would be hard to develop Bangladesh Railway Ati il The communications minis-
Deputy Governor Dr Moham- He said the weak services of used in a very limited way an a policy that is both timely and Hussgain Khan and acyniur offi- ter expressed his satisfaction at
mad Sohrab Uddin yesterday  BTTB was also hindering the are also very expensive.” ective,” he said. clals coricerned the programmes taken up by the
At EXowts ok automaied banking or Ananya Raihan, a faculty THE other key speakers were The tenders of associating railway management in order
Most countries have already  services. member of BIBM, in his Aziz Ahmed, deputy managing | 1.« private sector in commer. to increase BR's efficiency and
introduced computerised sys- Under the current system, keynote paper said all private director of Pubali Bank, i lp tivities of the two trains operate its business on }rrnnre
tems in their banking sector. said Professor Jamilur Reza banks and most of the nation- Zamshedduzzaman, deput ﬁa ag-ec finalised and neces- Cg:-.memiﬂl basis
“But in Bangladesh the scenario: Chowdhury of BUET, it takes a  alised commercial banks have ﬁ:n:ral er of Banglades = Lheles )
is quite the opposite,” he said. long time to transmit or receive  partially computerised their ank and Taher Uddin. ex-MD - N — e
he central bank lfﬂ]cial information. He said BTTB was  sysiems. “Butl Network system  of Cily Bank. Chiﬁu on StOCk Prices
said that a person working in e S P o S e S R o i
the IT department of a bank R T —— - s 3 9 g i Comi R iy
should have the o rtunity to BANKING TECMHMNOH O350 M 5% 8 ki o o . 4
be promoted to h‘?lg}ﬁ er levels, |t hw e TeC) ISAOCY IN BANGLADESH Wednesday's tradin ormance
“People who took up such pro- B A gy Mot B Company Name Avg. Rate Prev. Rate Change Shares
fession in the commercial EeTSNESFIEFTNE L L a ] T Traded
banks in the 1960s could hardly pernd S e e S e g Pubali Bank 96.00 80.00 16.00 10
be found as holding the postofa CELE N CATRIN APALE S :ﬁ” e Uttara Finance 272.33 275.00 -E‘E? 150
general managgr prjnr to his }E:J’f'i § *ﬂ!ﬁT{ 3 I:.,E ? E ﬁ}? ﬁfi e MANAG SRAENMNT SR 6th ICB MF 180.00 190.00 'lﬂ.m 10
retirement.” — 8th ICB MF 159.00 158.00 1.00 50
“If they are not given oppor- | SESEE . Aziz Pipe 586.00 590.00 -4.00 5
tunity, then professional people | % i Quasem Drycells 2544 2532 0.12 28350
will not come and the situation Anwar Galvanizing 17250 174.00 -1.50 50
will not improve,” Sohrab Ud- Aftab Auto 199.00 199.14 -0.14 100
din told a round table on Status e e T Olympic Industries 23591 236.15 -0.24 800
L'[_f Bankin TEEhnﬂiﬂgy in e i L R BD Zipp:r 88.50 B8 17 0.33 250
Bangladesh: Problems and : ; Wonderland Toys 62.33 63.63 -1.30 150
Prospects organised by the - BD Auto Cars 64.45 65.00 -0.55 220
Bangladesh institute of Bank R BD Lamps Ltd 1118.00 1120.00 -2.00 25
Management (BIBM). 3 Eastern cables Ltd 157.00 156.90 0.10 150
He spoke of proper regula- g Apex Food 923.14 919.89 3.25 90
tory framework and creating AP Bengal Biscuit 7954 79.04 0.50 1260
?}:r?}l;:?:SS'TI’??DEDEFET?IEHI:{;?]{[ | " : | - e e TR Beximco Fisheries 140.00 139.65 0.35 100
should act fast as we have al- Dr Sohrab Uddin , Deputy Governor of Bangladesh Bank (3rd from left), Dr Muinul Islam, g%clf‘ran} T?g?? T?ggg égg {%E
ready missed the bus and have  Director General of BIBM (4th from left), Dr Sujit Saha, Director (Training-5th from left), Ctg Vegetable 104.31 104.55 0.24 160
9 EI:;:H:I; :f;gﬁt ed a commit. DT Ananya Raihan, Faculty Member (6th from left), and Muhammad Mahboob Ali are seen | Tripti Industries 128.87 12653 2.34 2570
tee to formulate rules or guide-  at the roundtable organised by BIBM as a part of the workshop on Information Technology g: F#ﬁ;‘ﬁ‘gﬁl i 1%3% égaﬁgﬂ %% 11%
lines for electronic fund trans- and Electronic Banking Wednesday. Padma Oil 200.00 22450 24 50 20
e s BOC (BD) Ltd 113.00 112,51 0.49 1300
> . | A ‘ S EMEJmle ggg gggg 0.50 150
pex Weaving ; . 0.12 600
Bailout package for Russia |Asancisistotop| gmwwsen, 5% G 22 8@
: mco Synthetics ; 195. 1.08 120
US-AUSII&I]& Padma Textile 278.76 281.55 -2.80 80
l_k d gzl:jihTKnETar B,EIL 36.67 guﬁg 30 150
| - 2 v £ FY R & T i 2 - o T : g N Lhic Tex ; r 05 ., 39900
|cheers LLankan-tea growers | - alkagnda SECHLL . Sbd6n . foeR
onno Fabrics e -0.
. CANBERRA. July 29: The | gagle Star 818 820 -0.02 14950
By Sugeeswara Senadhira - g:ztﬁg?tn;c tvél;tsishaml:i 'tjlile Alltex Ind 6263 6277 0.14 400
COLOMBO, July 29: Tea pro- .John Keell's Ltd., Russia is market, Russia’. and Pakistan are ;: E},;[;é tg BD Dyei 188.50 188.25 0.25 20
ducers in Sri Lanka are heaving likely to be the biggest buyer Further strain on the Rus- | 4,minate top-level diplomatic Dyng;fnh: Exive 2o . L hes ol
a sigh of relief with donors this year too. Although there sian economy could have re- | . 4 defense talks this week be- Ashraf Tex 17.21  17.25 -0.04 3500
agreeing on a multi-billion dol- was a serious finance problem sulted in consumers there being | |een the United States and “ﬁﬁ Pharma 75453 754.56 -0.03 380
lar bailout package for Russia, in Russia earlier this year, the compelled to switch to less ex- | 5, ciralia senior Australian of- ACI 4023 40.13 0.10 16600
which is the largest market for $22.6 billion bailout packaﬁe pensive teas from nations other | goiais sajd Wednesday. reports Beximco Pharma 6536 64.33 098 275825
tea from this country. approved for the country by than Sri Lanka, he said. Rus- | Ap e MML%]?“W 120.00  119.54 0.55 100
Sri Lanka expects to in- donors has helped increase its  sian consumers have shown a Am by 4084  40.10 0.74 920
. : US Secretary of State Imam Button 103.00 101.20 1.89 1100
crease its tea production this payment capabilities. taste for low grown teas from Madalstine . ATbri {“ s ached:
year to 290 million kg from the "The aid from the Interna-  Sri Lanka which now make up ilad. to arrive IE Sodriev Inte BCIL L d iﬁ&ﬂﬂ 164.72 028 30
277 million kg in 1997. It now tional Maneta? Fund (IMF), more than half the crop pro- | o0 00 0 atlcnti’the];attst Maq Paper In 32.00 134.00 -2.00 60
also hopes to push rtstoan World Bank and Japan spread  duced by this country. : Shine Pukur 8737 86.87 050  114.00
round ol Australia-United Eastern Housing 134.33 133,58 0.76 1380
all time high of 275-278 mil- over two years will help sta- Nations in the Common- States Ministerial (AUSMIN) A
lion kg. In 1997 Sri Lanka was bilise the rouble and prevent a  wealth of Independent States Confidence Cement 286.14 286.08 0.06 220
" - talks. US Defence Secretary Ctg Cement 725.12 724.37 0.75 950
the biggest tea exporter in the devaluation.,”" said Tilak (CIS) too have shown a prefer- Willisin® Colien 18 alcsady i
world, sending out 268 million Mawattcﬁama. a spokesman ence for Sri Lankan tea. They Shickna y Meghna Cement 222.29 22357 -1.28 350
kg — most of it to Russia. " for the .rm.k"rhig will help :;m;gm neal:'_:: 55 milliur;_ Skr% FThF- i ¢ Rt ﬂpcx'll‘fémcr}' %% %?gg éﬂ?g 3%3
According to tea brokers save Sri Lanka's biggest tea ast year -- r cent o cy mecet Ausiralian Lexco : : ot
— g — s e I..ank{a‘s tea :xpul;'ltc Foreign Minister Alexander Mark Bangladesh 120.00 119.50 0.50 300
- - Ceylon Tea Board (CTB) offi- | Downer and Defence Minister Excelsior Shoes 5794 5842 -0.48 450
cials claimed CIS countries | lan McLachlan on Friday | Aramit 4835 4830 0.05 200
have also bought another 20 to | aboard the Australian warship Beximco 7275 71.95 0.80 1500
30 million kg of Lankan tea as | HMAS Watson. Senior military National Polymer 274.75 274.00 0.75 40
indirect imports through other | officials will also attend the Monno Ceramic 622.50 628.22 -5.72 10
countries. "The indirect tea ex- | talks, which are the most senior | GQ Ball Pen 160.28 161.23 -0.95 200
ports to CIS went through lar talks between the two Standard Ceramic 190.00 205.50 -15.50 50
Turkey. Dubai and Iran because | countries and are held an- RH Ball Pen Ltd 2299 22.76 0.24 37500
of their proximity to and long- | nually. Rupali Insurance 258.00  256.00 2.00 60
established trading ties wit Australian officials said Janata Insurance 113.76 111.75 2.00 80
the CIS.” CTB Director Hasitha | this year's talks will take place Federal Insurance 218.50 225.50 -7.00 100
de Alwis said. "agaiaimt a very diﬂ'creﬂr‘u r-:-f BGIC 340.00 336.00 4.00 40
Turkey, Sri Lankan tea's ional environment” to those o
second largest buyer, purchased | last year, ____________C_SEitigl_ﬂ_nw
34 million kg last year, at least e Asian economic crisis CSE All Securities Price Index 276.98
15 to 20 ion kg of which is | and the nuclear testing by India Day's Change in Points -0.09
said to have been for the CIS | and Pakistan bring a very Day’s Change in Percent (%) -0.0325
markets. A good part of tea pur- | changed situation to our discus- Turnover in Value (Taka) 25,073,297.50
chased by the United Arab Emi- | sions.,” said a senior Australian Turnover in Volume 447,245
i WA rates (UAE), which is Sri | diplomat, on condition of Total Issued Capital (Taka) 23.639,670.590.00
. L o - ' Lanka's third largest tea buyer, anu{v'mit{). Total Market Capital (Taka) 48,339,949.069.11
R Maksud Khan, president of the Dhaka Chamber of was also earmarked for CIS "We'll be meeting against Total Number of Contracts 1096
Commerce and Industry (DCCI), distributes certificates  countries. some fairly major dramatic Total Issues Traded 67
among the participants of & 5-day training course on De Alwis said with the recent | events that have taken place Issues Gained I;
0
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Confronting air pollution in Asia’scities

- World Bank offers a managemeht tool to control air pollution

WASHINGTON, July 28: Two decades of unpar-
alleled growth, swelling urban populations, and
often unchecked emissions from automobiles,
factories, domestic heating, cooking, and refuse
burning have made Asia's megacities prone to air
pollution, with health and economic costs esti-
mated in the hundreds of millions of dollars. A
new World Bank report, Urban Air Quality Man-
agement Strategy in Asia: Guidebook, lays out a
n}lgalfgy to combat this pollution and its harmful
effects.

Although the adverse health effects of air pol-
lution have been known for several decades, re-
cent analysis of these impacts in the Bank's ni_porl
and in other studies reveal the magnitude of the

cost to society.

According to the report, thousands of people
die prematurely each year from air pollution in
each of Asia's most polluted cities. In Jakarta,
Bangkok, and Manila, where transport is a major
cause of air pollution, the social costs from expo-
sure to air-borne dust and lead were close to 10
cent of a e urban Incomes in the early 1 .
;1“ mnymﬂlunmuwﬂuu whereth ml:hm on g?n.l is

eavy, q 80 at the costs -
lution-related sickness ﬁdmm are even h ;

“The guldebook provides tools to r:nm&n
costs of pollution control with the benefits of
cleaner air,” said Richard Ackermann, the World
Bank's Environment Sector Manager for South
Asla, "In Asian cities, economic development and
environmental degradation need no longer go

hand in hand. Environmental risks can be kept

from escalating.”

This message was clearly heard during recent
World Bank-sponsored conferences in India and
Bangladesh. In both Delhi and Dhaka, strong en-
dorsements were given to phasing out of leaded
gasoline and polluting two-stroke engine vehicles
along with stricter enforcement of standards for
diesel vehicles and other gross polluters. In addi-
tion, Asian cities more generally are giving seri-
ous consideration to higher taxes on private vehi-
cles, broad support to public transit, and the cre-
ation of new apex bodies to coordinate air pollu-
tion management across sectors.

Local authorities, city planners, and engi-
neers, will be able to use the guidebook to develop
action plans that would be an integral part of the
air quality management system for their
metropolitan regions. In addition, national and
local laws, and their rigorous enforcement, are
needed to implement solutions.

Four city-specific Urban Air Quality Manage-
ment Strate (URBAIR) studies - Mumbali
(Bombay), India: Manila, Philippines: Jakarta,
Indonesia; and Kathmandu, Nepal - are also
available as part of this series. Local institutions
may - use the city-specific reports in cuﬂuncunn
with the guidebook to formulate policy decisions
and to beftn their own investment strategies.

“Strategies to control pollution from indus-
tries, domestic sources, and refuse burning in-
clude u:ttinf feasible targets, developing cost-ef-
fective regulations, improving compliance, and
educating people about the implications of back-

_thorou

yard burning, r vehicle maintenance, and gen-
eral air pollution linkages to health.” said Jiten-
dra Shah. URBAIR Task Manager.

The guidebook details the steps involved in an
air quality mamaﬁemtnt systemn and provides de-
tails on air quality modeling, choices of abate-
ment measures, and how cost-benefit analysis is
used to choose appropriate measures. According to
the guidebook, the components of an action plan
are:

* Assessment. Assessing air quality, environ-
mental damage, and abatement options provides
input to the cost-benefit or cost-effectiveness
analysis.

* Action. Abatement activities include improv-
ing fuel quality and traffic management; institu-
tional strengthening. enforcing pollution stan-
dards, and promoting compliance via persuasive
and economic instruments; and public awareness
and environmental education.

* Monitoring and evaluation (oversight). A
and ongoing monitoring system keeps
authorities and the public informed about the
short-and long-term changes in quality and as-
sesses the results of abatement.

Legislative actions and new lations have
hiqh] ted the sense of ur posed by the air
pollu

on problem in Asian c;:t]irc:. Private busi-
nesses are lncrnuivelﬁl willing to invest in
cleaner technologies. cle manufacturers, oil
companies, and distributors are working with

governments to develop policies to minimize
clean-up costs. Bullding strong political commit-

ment and translating action plans into viable
projects and es are the focus of the next
stage of the R initiative.

"In the absence of integrated abatement strate-
gies, increased air pollution will pose an even
greater threat to the health and well-being of Asi-
a's urban populations, eventually under-cutting
the prospect for further economic growth. Dy-
namic partnerships among government, industry,
and the public will be crucial in m air qual-
ity management a part of urban development

ans across Asia," said Kristalina Georgi

eva, the
orld Bank's Environment Sector Manager for
East Asia. i '

HISTORY OF URBAIR

Recognizing the growing severity of air pollu-
tion caused by industrial on, rapid urban-
lzation, and increasing vehicle population, the
World Bank, through the Metropolitan Environ-
mental Improvement Program (MEIP), started
URBAIR in 1992, The first phase of URBAIR cov-
ered five cities - Mumbai (Bombay), India;
Jakarta, Indonesia; Kathmandu, Nepal: Metro
Manila, Philippines; and Colombo, Sri Lanka.
The URBAIR studies are based on readily avail-
able data and reports along with input from work-
shops and missions conducted in 1993-94 by local
consultants and ex from the No n In-
stitute for Air Research (NILU) and the Nether-
lands’ Institute for Environmental Studies (IES).
This effort resulted in this action plan for air
pollution abatement.

- Source: World Bank release.
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Comrnerce minister
seeks more UK

investment

British Hi Commissioner
to Bangladesh David C Walker
called on Commerce and Indus-
tries Minister Tofael Ahmed at
his office here yesterday, re-

ports BSS.

During the meeting, they
discussed matters relating to
mutual interest particularly
various ways and means for in-
creasing trade and investment
between the two countries.

The minister requested the
high commissioner to use his

ood offices to motivate the
ritish entrepreneurs for more
investment in Bangladesh.

Later, Dutch Ambassador to
Bangladesh Dick C B Den Hass
called on the minister and dis-
cussed different issues giving
special emphasis on bilateral
economic relations. They also
discussed the possibility of
floating projects for strength-
ening mutual trade link.

Minister calls for
maintaining
standard
grading of shrimp

KHULNA, July 29: State
Minister for Fisheries and
Livestock Satish Chandra Roy
stressed the need for maintain-
ing standard grading of shrimp
to further expand overseas
%Ihﬂmp export market, reports

B.

He was speaking as chief
guest at the national seminar
on "Shrimp cultivation: Its
management, environment and
maintenance of export stan-
dard” held yesterday at the
Paikgachha Saline Water
Shrimp Research Institute au-
ditorium in Khulna in obser-
vance of Fisheries Week-98 be-
ing observed all over the coun-
try.
rrPreaided over by the Director
General of Fisheries Direc-
torate Liaquat Ali, the seminar
was addressed, among others,
b Fﬁdvncate Shaikh Nurul Hug,

The State Minister said the
cultivation and production of
fish can hardly be over empha-
sised in alleviating poverty and
%Enerating employment oppor-

the common people

sides meeting their demand |,
m' _Eﬁn'iﬁiﬁq;t}é‘k?* H ' '

. He s#id 'the present govern-’' !

ment has taken up appropriate
measures for development of
fish cultivation in the country
and increase export of shrimp
to overseas markets.

Shaikh Nurul Hugq, said the
development of fisheries sector
would go a long way to improve
the economic condition of the
people. He said the Prime Min-
ister has called upon the people
to motivate the people and the
concerned quarters to adopt
modern method in cultivating
shrimp.

Another report says: A dis-
cussion meeting was held yes-
terday on shrimp culture at the
Alsipur College premises under
Rupsha thana, Khulna in con-
nection with the observance of
Fisheries Week-98.

Presided over by the acting
resident of the college Sud-
angshu Kumar Debnath, the

meeting was addressed, among
others, by Deputy Commis-
sioner, Khulna, Iftekhar
Ahmed as chief guest, district
fisheries officer Rezaul Karim,
Mohammad Shahjahan Mun-
shi, Nur:lslam and Nur Mo-
hammad Sikder.

GM, union reach
accord to end
strike

FLINT, Michian, July 29:
General Motors Corp. reached a
tentative agreement with its
biggest union to end an almost
two-month battle that virtually
shut down GM's North Ameri-
can production and cost the No.
1 automaker 2.2 billion dollars,
reports AP.

"l know it's been a hardship

on our membership, this strike,
and a hardship on the commu-
nity as well,” UAW president
Stephen Yokich said Tuesday. "1
hope in the near future, the
UAEV and GM can sit down and
find a better way of doing
thin%ﬁ."
GM lead negotiator Gerald
Knechtel, the company's vice
president of nnel, said the
automaker wants to build a
more constructive relationship
with the union.

Perhaps most significant
was an eement to improve
relations between GM and its
biggest union by instituting a
process for frequent high-level
talks aimed at resolving dis-
putes without strikes.

"I think we can look with
promise to the future, having
settled some difficult dis-
putes after a period that I think
all of us feel has been too long.”
he said.

A dispute at two brake plants
in Dayton, Ohio, was the last
obstacle to the comprehensive
settlement that was reached. Of-
ficials said some issues still
remained to be resolved at
Dayton, but they on a
“framework" to do that.

The union said GM agreed
not to sell the Delphi Flint East

plant and the two brake
plants in Dayton before Jan-
uary 2000. In exchange, the
union mised not to strike
those plants.



