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Hasina, Vajpayee
discuss follow-up
of tri-nation

business summit

¥ COLOMBO, July 29: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
her Indian counterpart Atal
Behari Vajpayee today dis-
cussed a possible follow-up to
the tri-nation business summit
held in Dhaka last January, re-
ports LINB.

In a brief courtesy meeting
with the Indian Premier at Ho-
tel Taj Samudra on the side-
lines of the SAARC Summit,
Hasina said there should be a
follow-up of the business sum- i b
mit of Bangladesh, India and _ R R S W o 5
Pakistan, ' ¥

She termed it a good begin-
ning and said "we can make a
follow-up meting after the suc-
cessful summit in Dhaka.”

Brieling newsmen Hasina's
Press Secretary said the Prime
Minister told her Indian coun-
terpart that this kind of summit
creates opportunity to discuss
various problems among the
neighbouring countries.

Indian Prime Minister Vaij-
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SAARC summit that began in Colombo yesterday.
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(From left) Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihan
Vajpayee, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, President of Maldives Maumoon Abdul Gayoom,

President of Bhutan Jigmi Thinley, Nepalese Prime Minister G P Koirala, and Sri Lankan
President Chandrika Bandaranike Kumaratunga at the inaugural ceremony of the 10th

— AP/UNB photo

Vajpayee, Sharif agree to ease
tension, resume formal talks

COLOMBO, July 29: The
rime ministers of India and
Bakialan agreed today to re-
sume formal talks on their ter-
ritorial and other disputes, end-
ing a yearlong stalemate at
their first face-to-face talks
since they stepped up the re-
gional arms race by ordering
nuclear tests, reports AP.

‘Nawaz Sharif and 1 have
agreed that the dialogue process
should be resumed, said Atal
Behari Vajpayee of India after
meeting his Pakistani counter-
part. "'We have directed our for-
eign secretaries to meet today
and tomorrow to work out how
to proceed, he said.

The agreement to resume
talks between the senior foreign
ministry bureaucrats was in-
tended to go some way toward
easing tensions raised when In-
dia and Pakistan each set off a
series of underground nuclear
explosions in May.

The 75-minute meeting at a
seafront hotel in Sri Lanka's
capital city was held during a
break in a seven-nation re
gional summit,

"l had a very good meeting.’

See Page 12 Col 7
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Threat of floods

may continue
till mid-Sept

Threat of Moods may con-
tinue till the middle of Septem-
ber but will not exceed the limit
of the great flooding of 1987 and
1988, :

Eminent meteorologist Mo-
hammad Shajedur Rahman
predicted that the cause of the
current flood was the excessive
downpour in the country which
resulted in the overflow of the
maﬁnr rivers, reports BSS.

e saild more than 38 per
cent rainfall was recorded this
year only in the month of July
causing excessive floodings in
the Brahmaputra and Ganges
basins.

Rahman was speaking at an
emergency meeting organised
by The Disaster Forum.

Representatives of the IVS,
CIDA., Disaster Management
Bureau, UNDP. Royal Nether-
lands Embassy, Jagan:se Em-
bassy, USAID, SAARC Meteoro-
logical Research Centre, EC del-
egation, Oxfam, SIDA and
CARE were present.

Meanwhile, the flood situa-
tion worsened further in

Dhaka, its adjuininﬁ areas and
central -parts of the country
with 31 more deaths yesterday.

Road communication be-
tween Dhaka and Sylhet and
Sunamganj snapped as a bailey
bridge over Kushiara river was
washed away, according to
LINB.

The bridge collapsed when

" three stone-laden trucks were

crossing it at Sadipur, 33-km
off Sylhet town. The truck
drivers could not yet be traced.
The Flood Forecasting and
Warning Centre said flood situ-
ation in central part of the
country may aggravate further,

especially around greater
Dhaka district.
It said the situation in

northern districts along the
Brahmaputra-Jamuna river is
improving, but it may remain
unchanged at the downstream
from Aricha.

The [flood situation in
northwestern districts along
Padma is also likely to remain
static while in southeastern

See Page 12 Col 6

Domestic violence is a less
talked about form of
repression  that women
bear without ever protest-
ing, becuase it doesnt hap-
pen in a public place,
Women endure extreme
mental and physical tor-
ture by their husbands for
years without uttering a
word to others. Read this
Friday's Star Weekend
Magazine on the reasons
behind domestic abuse.

— Inside Today
Article

Settle N-1ssue: Hasina

'Nothing should

detract SAARC
from its fous'

COLOMBO, July 29: Prime o
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
strongly pleaded for settling the
nuclear issue between India and

e . Pakistan through peaceful

P{'}ht]ﬂﬂl Pﬂ]”h{iﬂ ?rﬂns ;md ?]m:"m oint efforts

i to develop the lragile economy
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Early Next Year The Prime Minister gave her

Column: Between the call as the leaders of the seven

; South Asian countries assem-

Lines hlﬂil-: at the historic Bandar-

By Kuldip Nayar naike Memorial Hall this

morning for the 10th SAARC
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Underground nuclear tests

. by India and Pakistan last Ma
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her speech at the opening ses-

lets. sion attended by the heads of Sheikh Hasina addressing
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18th branch of

Prime Bank at
Jubilee Road, Chittagong

Prime Bank opens its 18th branch today (30-7-98) at the largest port
city and commercial nerve centre of Jubilee Road, Chittagong.

Prime Bank Ltd.

Amafhha Centre

3 214, Jubilee Road, Chittagong :
. Phone : 613939

Another forward step in banking services.

Threat to blow

up Thai embassy
in Dhaka

By Staff Correspondent

The Thai embassy in Dhaka
received a letter on Sunday
threatening to blow it up for
signing an extradition treaty
with Bangladesh. Pithaya
Pookaman, Ambassador of
Thailand said yesterday.

The one-page letter written
in Bangla contained a signature
of Maj (retd) Bazlul Huda, he
told The Daily Star. Huda, now
in a Thai jail for shoplifting, is
an absconding accused in the
Bangabandhu murder case.

Baungladesh and Thailand
llt;m}yed an extradition treaty on
J 9. With the signing ol the
treaty, handover of ul Huda
to Banmuhnn now become
a *

I%:i Thai atltlrbanadnr said
that he had already informed

See Page 12 Col 4

Y oung man stabbed
to death 1n city
By DMCH Correspondent

A young man was stabbed to
death allegedly by one of his
neighbours at Manda in the city
yesterday evening,

The dead was identified as
Kamrul Islam. 30. son of Ismail
Hossain, a resident of Engineer
House in Manda area.

Shahinur, wife of the victim
alleged that Kamrul had an al-
tercation with his neighbour
Faruk and at one stage Faruk
stabbed him in his chest at
about 6 pm.

See Page 12 Col 4

DU students call
off agitation

programmes
By DU Correspondent

Students agitating against
increase of tuition fees and
other charges at Dhaka Uni-
versity have called off their agi-
tation programmes following
assurance {rom the authorities
yesterday to reduce the in-
creased fees and charges by 70

cent.

A resistance committee rep-
resenting ‘general students’ and
different student organisations
of the university accepted the

authorities’ proposal.
The proposal was ﬁen by
Vice Chancellor Prof Azad
Chowdhury at a meeting with
thé resistance committee yes-
terday.
The VC also assured that the

treasurer's speech on 'privati-
sation of the univeruiteJ would
be expu at the meeting
of the DU Syndicate.

Ja . Tensign was prevaili

AC AKkram s

Star Report

Assistant Commissioner of
DB police Akram Hossain. ac-
cused of murdering Shamim
Reza Rubel, was produced before
a magistrate's court yesterday
which sent him to the Dhaka
Central Jail as police did not
seeck his remand for further in-
terrogation.

Akram Hossain was arrested
by CID police late Tuesday night
on charge of killing the young
BBA student of Indepgendent
University in custody on
Thursday.

the court area as thousands of
people rushed there hearing the
news that thre police officer was
brin%ebruughl o the court. The
people chanted various slogans
demanding his trial and exem-
plary punishment.

A big contingent of riot po-
lice was deployed at the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's court
as the crowd swelled.

Akram, who was not hand-
cuffed and was carrying a mo-
bile phone, was escorted to the
court by a big squad of police

and plainclothesmen at 3:10
pm. He was sent to jail at 4:20
pm

Police used batons when
Rhutujuurnallsts tried to take
is photo, pushing and shoving

See Pape 12 Col 1
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TAKE SNAPS: AC Akram showing his handcuff to the

photographers while being taken to the Dhaka Central

Jail yesterday.

— Star photo

Rubel murder

Arrested
policemen
yet to confess
By Staff Correspondent

The [ive delective policemen
charged with murdering
Shamim Reza Rubel were yet to
confess that they tortured the
young university student to
death a week ago.

As CID investigators kept on

uestioning them. DB Inspector
unul Islam was arrested last
night in connection with the
murder case, raising the num-
ber of arrested plainclothesmen
Lo seven.

They also brought to their
custody five other detectives —
S1 Nurul Alam, Sl Tariq. con-
stables Kamrul, Kalam
Mong — for interrogation,

Aminul allegedly accompa-
nied the DB team which merci-
lessly assaulted Rubel in front
of a crowd near his house at
Siddheswari. His parents and
family members saw plain-
clothes police torture the 24-
year-old student at about 7:30
pm on the day of the incident.

See Page 12 Col 3

News Analysis

Block bidding: An

anatomy of results

By Sharier Khan

The government Sunday
announced the results of the
Second Round Block Bidding
for oil and gas exploration in
the country after taking seven
months "extra time". Originally

As per the decision, 9 com-

panies will be invited for final
negotiations for blocks 3, 5, 6, 7

B.
Of these, at least four com-

(Govt using police to serve

its

Opposition leader Begum
Khaleda Zia has accused the
government of killing Rubel, a
talented student, under a blue
print of its alien masters, re-
ports UNB.

‘The Awami League govern-
ment, as in early 70s, is :nﬁagcd
in killing the talented students
to subdue patriotism among
young men as well as destroy
the nation's future with objec-
tive of serving the purpose of
India."” Begum Zia told a public
meeting in the city yesterday.

The BNP chief was address-
ing the meeting at Paltan

.the instruction should
*brought under trial, Only then

political ends: Khaleda

Maidan in the afternoon which
was organised by party's city
unit to protest the death of
Rubel in police custody.

Rubel, a BBA student of the
Independent University., was
tortured to death by the detec-
tive police July 23.

'‘Rubel's death was carried
out on instruction from top au-
thority. Those who have given

also

the sincerity of the government
will be proved,” Begum Zia said.
Describing as 'farce’ the for-

See Page 12 Col 6
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Dawn-to-dusk
hartal in
city today

By Staff Correspondent

A day-long hartal in the city,
called l?;}r the BNP-led Seven
Party Alllance, begins . this
morning to protest the death of
university student Shamim
Reza Rubel in police custody.

Jatiya Party, a partner of the
Awami League government has
also called an eight-hour hartal
in the city from 6:00 am today
to protest the death.

Rubel, a BBA student of In-
dependent University, died in
the custody of DB police on
Thursday last.

All the political parties
brought out separate torch pro-
cessions in the city yesterday
evening to drum up support for
the hartal. Clashes between po-
lice and processionists were
also reported from some parts
of the city.

BNP processionists clashed
with police at Bijoy Nagar,
Kakrail, Paltan and Mouchak-
Malibagh areas in the evening.
Al least 10 motor vehicles in-
cluding two buses requisitioned
l:?' police were damaged in the
clashes.

At Kakrail, the procession-
ists and police staged a chase
and counter-chase near the CID
office. Police charged the pro-

See Papge 12 Col 1

Police asked not
to torture any
accused, says

Home Minister
By Staff Correspondent

Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam said yesterday that he had
instructed police not to torture’
any accused during interroga-
tion,

‘It is necessary to change the

conventional interrogation
system. | have already asked
the police not to torture anyone
during interrogation.” the min-
ister said while briefing news-
men on the death of university
student Shamim Reza Rubel in
_police custody. recently.
~ Assuring all possible steps
for a 'speedy and fair trial' of
the accused in the case, the min-
ister said: "Rubel's death is
shocking. unfortunate, con-
demnable and totally unaccept-
able."
+ He, however, claimed that
the Rubel's death in police cus-
lody was an 'isolated incident’
and observed that performance
of the police force should not be
evaluated on the basis of such
'stray illegal activities of a few
of its members'.

Replying to a query, the min-
ister said that he would discuss
with the Prime Minister the
matter of givin% ‘financial
compensation' to Rubel's fam-
ily.

Asked whether he had pon-

See Page 12 Col 2

Who is the

boss?
By Staff Correspondent

The Home Minister or the
Inspector General of Police?

e question arose when the
IGP yesterday upcnlf' tried to
defy an order of the Home Min-
ister who asked police to pro-
vide the newspapers with pho-
tographs of policemen  ac-
cused of murdering Shamim
Reza Rubel, a university stu-
dent.

Police usually send pho-
tographs of the arrested accused
to newspapers. But in a depar-
ture from practice, they did not
send photos of policepersonnel
accused in the Rubel murder
case.

See Page 12 Col 1
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Frozen Foods Sector.

Our Hearty Congratulations

To

Mr. M. Golam Mostafa, President, BFFEA, for his untiring efforts and significant contributions to
the Development of Fisheries Technology in Bangladesh that brought the Gold Medal for
BANGLADESH FORZEN FOODS EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION. We express our gratitude to
Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for her Personal initiative and directives for development of

......

anies to be invited for four
glncka have local agents who
are politically connected with
Awami League. This might I[ust
be coincidental, but this lact
also applies to the remainin
two blocks (9 and 11) which wi
be given to five or six 'compa-
nies soon after another round
of negotiation.
These '&iticall{ connected
page 11

the announcement was to be
made on December 15. But due
to an "unsettled" negotiation
over partnership between an
Irish company and four other
companies, it was deferred sev-
eral times. :

The decision on the blocks
might have been taken without
any political bias, but there is
scope to thipk otherwise.

2 Prime Bank Limited

-Bank with a difference
Head Office : Adamjee Court Annex Building-2
119-120, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.
Phone : 9562983 PABX : 9567265
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On bl:hﬂlf of BFFEA, President is receiving the Gold Medal from Hon'ble
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at the inauguration of Fisheries Week 1998.
All the Members of
BANGLADESH FROZEN FOODS EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION
50/1, Inner Circular Road, Shantinagar (1st floor) (VIP Road),-Dhaka
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