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Six to die

for rape,
murder of

young girl

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, July 27: A
special court today handed
down death sentence to six
young men for the rape and
murder of a 16-year-old girl
more than two ago.

District and Sessions Judge
Sirajuddin Ahmed awarded the
deat Klenalt}r to Saiful, Jaynal,
Insar Ali,
and Ishaque under the Women
and Child Repression Preven-
tion Act. Four other accused in
the case were acquitted of the
charges.

e case in brief is that the
victim, daughter of Abul Hos-
sain of Laksam, had travelled
to Chittagong to see her father
who was working there. On her
way she met Saiful,25, of Sun-
derganj. He asked her to come
with him, promising to marry
her.

They later came to Sunder-
ganj thana of Gaibandha dis-
trict and got married on April
20, 1996.

On the same day,the accused
youngsters in connivance with
Saiful gangraped the hapless
girl and later strangulated her.

The verdict of the court came
after examining 19 witnesses in
the case.

Hasina leaves
for Colombo
today

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina leaves Dhaka today for
Sri Lanka to attend the 10th
SAARC summit in Colombo,

reports UNB.
The three-day summit will
112 én Sri Lan capital on
J :

asina will lead a 17-mem-
ber delegation in the summit,

The delegation members in-
clude Forei Minister Abdus
Samad Azad and Foreign Secre-

Mustafizur Rahman.

e Prime Minister will de-
liver her speech along with
other héads of state and gov-
ernment at the o
of the summit to be held at Ban-
daranaike Memorial Interna-
tional Conference Hall.

The closing session on July
31 is to adopt a decla-
ration of the summit.

On the sideline of the sum-
mit Prime Minister Hasina will
have bilateral talks with the
heads of government of the
SAARC countries.

She will call on Sri Lankan
President Chandrika Ku-
maratu today.

On July 29, she will meet In-
dian Prime Minister Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee and Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

Leading television networks
like MTV, state-owned Ru-
pavahini and Telshan network
will interview the Bangladesh
Prime Minister.

Seniority of 60 BCS

officials upheld
By Staff Correspondent

The administrative appeal
tribunal has upheld the senior-
ity of 60 officials of the BCS-
1982 batch over 650 officials of
the special batch appointed in
1983, according to a press re-
lease.

An a unanimous verdict
yesterday, the appeal tribunal
cancelled the administrative
tribunal's verdict in the case
and ordered that the govern-
ment-granted seniority of the
60 officials of former Secre-
tariat service cadre be main-
tained, the press release added.

— Inside Today
Article
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Select honest, competent persons: BRC

Vested quarters active to push
their men in NCB boards

By Inam Ahmed

The Bank Reform Comimit-
tee (BRC) has stressed that hon-
est, competent and rienced

ersons should be put in the

ards and in the positions of

chiefl executives of Nationalised
Commercial Banks (NCBs).

"It is very important to select
appropriate persons for the
posts of chairmen and directors
of the boards of the banks.” a
letter of BRC signed by Prol
Wahiduddin Mahmud and sent
to the Finance Minister read.
"Honest and competent officials
should be identified and ap-
pointed to the posts of manag-
ing director and other impor-
tant posts.”

The letter was sent just

ahead of the expiry of the tenure
of the present boards of direc-
tors of the NCBs. The govern-
ment has already collected
names of probable new direc-
tors from both the Bangladesh
Bank and BRC. But sources said
stmnﬁ lobbying is guininn by
vested quarters to push their
candidates in the new boards.
Banking sources also said
that the loan defaulters have
organised to influence the
boards through their selected
candidates and are also out to
ut men of their choice in the
ighest posts of the Bangladesh
Bank.
These moves have created
ripples in the banking circle,

which may have caused BRC to
raise the issue of selecting hon-
est people in the boards of
NCBs,

Explaining the urgency of
appointing competent people in
the crucial bank posts, the BRC
letter sent yesterday also said,
“The process to establish rules
and discipline in the bankin
sector has reached a crucia
juncture and it is still not pos-
sible to say which direction the
situation will take.”

In this regard, the BRC letter
said, "Persons of high moral
standard and experience should
be appointed in these sts
(chairman and directors) who
can carry out their duties free

from the influence of small
vested interest groups or per-
sonal interest.”

The letter further said bank-
ing aclivities should be kept
free from the influence of vested
interest groups.

"Even a small lapse in this
regard can give wrong signal
about the government's com-
mitment to banking reform.” it
said. "The government should
take steps to inspire and protect
the honest officials to establish
discipline in the banking sec-
tor.”

The last batch of chairmen
and directors in the NCBs was
appointed in August 1996. Their

See Page 12 Col 7
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Dhaka refuses to
sign SOFA

By Staft Correspondent

Bangladesh has refused to
sign the Status of Forces
Agreement (SOFA) with the
United States, according to offi-
cial sources.

A diplomatic note was sent
by the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs Sunday afternoon, {'Sject-
ing the proposal given by Wash-
ington several months back.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Abul Hasan Chowd-
hury, talking to The Daily Star
yesterday, said that the gov-
ernment had decided to turn
down the proposal.

“It is no big deal that we have
not signed the SOFA.” he said.

When contacted, a
spokesman of the US Embassy
in Dhaka conflirmed that the
Bangladesh Government has
turned down the offer of signing
the SOFA. "A diplomatic note

from the foreign ministry was
received by the embassy on
Sunday. It did not explain the

rationale for rejecting the
agreement,” the spokesman
said.

Sources said that the US
Erupﬂsal for signing of SOFA
as been given nearly nine
months ago. It was at the 'nego-
tiation level’ [or a long time,

The government in the last
two months considerably hard-
ened its position from its initial
state of willingness,

There had been press reports
that there was external pres-
sure in rejecting the agreement.
However., the contention has
been denied by officials.

However, both Foreign Min-
ister Abdus Samad'Azad and
State Minister Abul Hasan

See Page 12 Col 8

Diarrhoea is spreading in
the flood-hit areas. claiming
eight lives so far in different
parts of the country as the ma-
jor rivers continued to swell,
worsening the situation in the
central districts, officials said
yesterday.

With 17 more flood-related

deaths yesterday, the toll from

the current spate of floods rose
to 111, mostly from drowning.

The floods have aflected
about one crore twelve lakh
people in 36 districts, Shariat-
pur, being the latest addition
}rﬂslerda{.

Health official in the city
said one person, who is yet to be
unidentilied, died of diarrhoea
in Bogra yesterday. They said
7.650 cases of diarrhoea were
reported from the affected dis-
tricts in the last seven days.

"A total of 1,467 doctors and
a large number of paramedics
in 3,313 teams are working in
the flood affected areas. Cam-
paigns are being conducted to
make the people aware of basic
healthcare to check spread ol
diarrhoeal diseases”, a health
official said.

He said mea s have beer
taken to k necessary

VITAL ROAD-LINK UNDER 'I‘HHEAT: H:T]']L‘ Dhuku-{‘hil

under flood water yesterday.

Dhaka-Chittagong highway |
partially submerged

By Special Correspondent

medicine including intra-
venous fluids ready in all the
alfected districts to face the af-
termath of the flood.

The overall flood situation
in the country deteriorated
further in the central parts of
the country including greater
Dhaka district following rise of
water level in the Ganges basin.,
officials said.

The situation remained un-

PM visits city’s
flood-hit areas

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday visited flood-
affected areas in the city, re-
ports UNB.

In the afternoon she visited
the Katashoor flood protection
embankment in Mobhammad-
pur and distributed relief goods
among the flood-hit people of
the area.

From Katashoor the prime
minister boarded a speed boat
and went to Kamrangir Char in
Lalbagh where most houses

were inundated by the flood
waler.

See Page 12 Col 8
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changed in the north and
northwestern districts.

Meanwhile, rising waters of
the Meghna submerged portions
of the Dhaka-Chittagong high-
way on both sides of the
Meghna bridge.

uses and other transports
were plying cautiously, they
said last night. In the affected
portion of the road, one lane ol
the highway was being used
while the other was being re-
paired, they said.

BSS adds: Prime Minister's
press secretary Jawadul Karim,
in a press briefing yesterday
said despite recession of waters
in most parts of greater Sylhet.
Chittagong and Cox's Bazar
districts, the situation in 18
districts continued to be critical
with rise in water levels of ma-
jor rivers in the Brahmaputra
and Ganges basins.

He said, of the new deaths,
nine were reported from
Gaibandha, five from My-
mensingh, one from Dhaka,
one from Jamalpur and one
[rom Faridpur.

Karim said the disaster
management and reliel min-
istry yesterday allocated 300

See Page 12 Col 4

Baniakand: near Meghna Bridge went

— Star photo

—

Autopsy report says

Rubel's death a

homicide

By Statf Correspondent

CID investigalors were yel to
get clear statements from the
arrested five plainclothesmen
that they had tortured Shainim
Reza Rubel to death on Thurs-
day.

AC Akram Hossain of the
Detective Branch was still
‘closed’ at the Police Headquar-
ters. Rubel's father accused six
detectives including Akram for

Rubel’s ftather
files petition
for arrest of
AC Akram

By Court Corresgondent

The father of Shamim Reza
Rubel who died in police cus-
tud{d filed a petition with the
CMM's Court yesterday praying
for an order to arrest Akram
Hossain, the DB Assistant
Commissioner who was al-
legedly involved in the brutal
murder of Rubel.

In the petition. Rubel's fa-
ther alleged that AC Akram was
directly involved in the torture

See Page 12 Col 2

killing his 24-year-old son in
custody.

Akram is the only accused
who has not yet been arrested.
Akram was the team leader of
the five plainclothesmen, ar-
rested in connection with the
murder case filed by Rubel's fa-
ther Abdur Rob.

CID investigators continued
interrogating the arrested
[Jlalnclnthesmeni SI Hayatul Is-
am Thakur, ASI Abdul Karim.
Havilder Nuruzzaman. consta-
bles Parvez and Faruq, re-
manded and kept at the CID
headquarters.

Forensic experts in Rubel's
autopsy report said the death
was due to injuries which were
“anti-mortem and homicidal in
natueg i ap official sald queting
the report.

The CID received the autopsy
report from the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital yesterday. The
report said that Rubel’'s body
bore 15 marks of serious
wounds caused due to assault.

UNB adds: The investigation
team of CID police is yet to dig
out the reason for picking up
Shamim Reza Rubel.

“This is a major and signifi-

See Page 12 Col 6

Maharashtra puts off deportation

Lok Sabha plunges into turmoil:
Opposition stages walkout

NEW DELHI, July 27: Maha-
rashtra government's deporta-
tion of alleged Han%iadeshj ille-
al immigrants rocked the Lok
abha today with members be-
longing to Left parties, Janata
Dal and Muslim League staging
a walkout expressing dissatis-
faction over the government's
response to the issue.
ader of the Opposition
Sharad Pawar of Congress
Party raised the matter during
zero hour and said the Shiv
Sena-BJP government in Ma-
harashtra state was deporting
Bengali families from Bumhaﬂ
saying they were Banglades

From Pallab Bhattacharya

nationals,

Pawar demanded dismissal
of the Shiv Sena-BJP govern-
ment in Maharashtra for what
he termed "an attack"” on India's
unity. He said a similar situa-
tion had cropped up three years
ago when the state government
had tried to shift Muslim fami-
lies of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
West Bengal from Bombay:.

The government assured the
opposition members that no
Indian citizen would be thrown
out of the country but asserted
that those staying in the coun-
try without any valid docu-
ments were "infiltrators.”

CPI (M) leader Somnath
Chatterjee said attempts should
not be made to divide the coun-
try along religious lines and
said out of the 40 people evicted
from Bombay, 27 Eg.d legal doc-
uments to prove they were Indi-
ans.

Certain remarks by a Shiv
Sena member of Lok Sabha
made Congress, Janata Dal, Left

arties and Bahujan Samaj
arty members an who
rushed to the well of the house,
In the midst of hour-long noisy
scenes, treasury and opposition
members were involved in

See Page 12 Col 1

Shazneen murder

Bail prayer for
Hasan rejected

again
By Staff Correspondent

A bail prayer for contractor
Hasan, one ol the seven people
allegedly involved in the
Shazneen murder in Gulshan
on April 23, was rejected by the
High Court.

A division bench of the HC
comprising Justice Md Moza-
mmel Hoque and Justice ABM
Khairul Hoque refused to grant
bail or issue a rule when Advo-
cate Khandaker Mahboob Hos-
sain moved a bail petition on
behalf of the accu contractor
on Sunday, court sources said
yesterday.

Assistant Attorney General,
Abul Hossain Azadi, appearing
for the state., and Barrister
Raliqul Huq, appearing on be-
halfl of the complainant. op-
posed the bail petition.

The lawyer for the petitioner
later withdrew the application
for bail,

Meanwhile, District and
Sessions Judge's Court, Dhaka
early this month rejected an-
other bail petition for contrac-
tor Hasan.

Youngest daughter of indus-
trialist Latifur Rahman,
Chairman of Transcom Group,
Shazneen Tasnim Rahman, 15,

See Page 12 Col 3

Tuition fees: Fresh
programmes

by student bodies
By DU Correspondent

The 'general students' of
Dhaka University under the
banner of a resistance commit-
tee and the Ganatantrik Chha-
tra Oikkya (GCO) have an-
nounced fresh action pro-

ammes to press their demand
or withdrawal of the univer-
sity authorities’ decision to
raise tuition fees and other
charges of the students.

Academic and administra-
tive work of the university re-
mained suspended for the sec-
ond consecutive day yesterday
due to the strike, called the
resistance committee and the
GCO. No examination scheduled
for yesterday was held.

e programme of the resis-
tance committee includes wear-
ing of black badges on July 30,
forming a 'human chain’' on Au-

See Page 12 Col 1
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News Analysis

Death in custody: A
few questions

By Nurul Kabir and Masud Anif

The recent death of Shamim
Reza Rubel in police custody has
once again raised a few vital
questions about the behaviour
of police: Are they really aware
of their legal jurisdictions? Do
they consider themselves to be a
force’ immune to any serious
punitive measure? Or, is it an
'inherent criminality’ that fre-
t‘ucnlly drives them to torture
the accused to death?

Rubel, a final year BBA stu-
dent of a private university, was
picked up by the Detective
Branch of Police on 'suspicion’
Thursday afternoon. The DB
plainclothesmen beat him in
public on their way to office and
conducted a 'tough interroga-
tion' in the evening, resulting in
his death by 9:30 at night. Ac-
cording to the autopsy report,
Rubel's body contained marks
of severe injury that give clear
hints of merciless beating and
other kinds of torture by the
interrogators.

Meanwhile, police has
¢laimed that Rubel was accused
in a case lodged with Gulshan
thana, and he was picked up on

suspicion of possessing illegal
arms. The DB also claimed that
Rubel had confessed. before his
death in custody, that he had
some illegal arms at his dis-
posal.

The police have so far nei-
ther been able lo come up with
any specific case he was al-
legedly accused in, nor been
successlul in recovering any
weapon — legal or illegal — from
Rubel's 'confession.’

But the police officials con-
cerned, in a bid to justify tor-
ture in custody, claimed that
‘tough interrogation was neces-
sary to make the accused come
out with secret information, es-
pecially relating to possession
of illegal weapons. The means
of the so-called tough interroga-
tion usually include beating at
joints, spreading powdered
chili on the eyes. electric
shock, inserting boiled egg into
the annul passage, kicking on
the chest and the back, hitting
with rifle butt, pouring hot or
cold waler on the face. uproot-
ing nails, forcing to drink urine

See Page 12 Col 3

Group Chairman tells The Daily Star

Grindlays Bank plans
massive investment

Star Business Report

Going high on what Group
chiefs call "foreign organisa-
tion-friendly" environment,
ANZ Grindlays Bank plans
"massive investment”™ to ex-
pand its network and bring in
modern banking services to
Bangladesh.

The .Australia-based multi-
national is also “taking the
lead® in syndicated loans re-
sponding to the government's
desire to develop a long-term
debt market in Bangladesh.

In an interview with The
Daily Star, the ANZ Banking
Group Chairman Charles Goode
disclosed his bank's plans for
“massive investment” to set up
a Central Depository System

(CDS), expand the number of

ATMs and credit cards.

In terms of direct invest-
ment, he said, the bank "would
like to open some more
branches”.

Goode, on a two-day visit to
Bangladesh accompanied by
Group Chief Executive Officer

John McFarlane, is impressed

by his bank's performance
here. McFarlane called the ANZ
operation, the largest among
tﬂ: . foreign banks in
Bangladesh, "one of the best

businesses that we have any-
where in the world".

He attributed the successes to
two factors. "Bangladesh is

See Page 12 Col 7

Rubel's death

7-party calls
hartal on
July 30

The seven-party alliance led
by BNP has called for a dawn-
to-dusk hartal on July 30 in
Dhaka city to protest the death
of Shamim Reza alias Rubel in
police custody, reports UNB.

Rubel, a student of Indepen-
dent University, was tortured to
death by detective police last
Thursday

The alliance will organise a
meeting and bring out protest
procession on July 29 on the
same issue.

The hartal and demonstra-
tion programme was taken at a
meeting at 29 Mintoo Road yes-
terday afternoon with Barrister
Abdus Salam Talukder in the
chair.

The meeting observed that a
total insecurity is prevailing as

See Page 12 Col 3

Khaleda demands
special tribunal

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the opposition in
the Jatiya Sangsad Begum
Khaleda Zia has demanded
formmation of a special tribunal
to speed up trial of the case of
‘death in police custody’ of uni-
versity student Shamim Reza
Rubel after the judicial inquiry
into the incident.

"We also wanted a social
movement against the grue-
some murder and exemplary
punishment to the killers so
that such heinous acts of police
torture are not repeated in fu-
ture,” she said.

Begum Zia was exchanging
views on the 'murder with a
ﬁrnup ol senior journalists at

er Minto Road official resi-
dence in the city yesterday
evening.

oee Page 12 Col 6

Judicial body to

probe death of
Rubel

The government yesterday
constituted a one-member Judi-
cial Ingiry Commission to
probe the death of Shamim
Reza Rubel in custody of the De-
tective Branch police, reports
UNB.

Former Justice of the
Supreme Court Habibur Rah-
man Khan will head the Com-
mission which has been given
15 days' time to submit its re-
port along with recommenda-
tions.

A government notification
signe hl%' the Home Secretary
Shafiur Rahman yesterday said
the government formed the
Commission considering the
death of Rubel in DB police cus-
tody as a matter of great public

_See Page 12 Col 2

'Rubel was not
involved with any
political party’

By Staff Correspondent

BNP has dropped its claim
that Shamim Reza Rubel was its
activist,

"Rubel was not involved with
any political organisation.”
BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia said yesterday. in a
clear disapproval to her party's
earlier claim that the victim
was an activist of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal, BNP's student
front.

The change in BNP's posi-
tion [ollowed Rubel father's
denial that his son belonged to
any political organisation.

BNP's claim was made the
day after Rubel died in police
custody on Thursday when its
workers brought out a proces-
sion carrying Rubel's body in
the city.

Talking to a grmﬂm of senior
journalists at her Minto Road
official residence, Khaleda Zia
also certified Rubel as a bril-
liant student and an innocent
person who fell prey to inhu-
man torture by the Detective
Police.

Alleged snatching
Bail prayers of
4 policemen
rejected

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, July 27: The dis-
trict and sessions ‘ludgﬂs court
today rejected bail prayers of
three police officers and one
constable and sent them to Ra-
jshahi Central Jail in connec-
tion with a case against them
for allegedly snatching Tk 12
lakh 20 thousand from a money
changer in Puthia thana re-
cently.

Court sources said that Sub-
Inspectors Shafiqul Huda and
Abul Kasem, ASI Saiful Islam
and constable Monwar Hossain
of Puthia thana was accused of
snatching the money from
Rustom on March 7. Rustom
Ali had filed a case with Ra-

jshahi judge court on May 9.

The accused policemen ap-
peared before the court today
and prayed for bail.



