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It Pays to Be Bold (Not Reckless)

The steps taken in the new economic regime with respect to foreign exchange and trudem;n the-rightdirm
tion but they do not go far enough, they are still too little. The government may have bought some time and so
it is still not too late to bring in radical changes that will restore confidence in Pakistan's economy.

DMUND Burke writing

"Thoughts and Details on

Scarcity”, noted about the
masses, "And having looked to
Government for bread, on the
very first day of scarcity they
will turn and bite the hand that
fed them", unquote.

PM Mian Nawaz Sharif may
have cause to ponder on Burke's
observation, particularly when
he looks at his so-call natu-
ral constituency, the business
community. The PM and the
Federal Finance Minister
should refer to Field Marshal
William Slim's "Unofficial His-
tory", in particular the chapter
entitled "It pays to be bold". The
steps taken in the new economic
regime with respect to foreign
exchange and trade are in the
right direction but they do not

o far enough, they are still too
ittle. The government may
have bought some time and so .
it is still not too late to bring in
radical changes that will
restore confidence in Pakistan's
economy.

The package devised was
meant to be incentive-oriented,
reflecting some fundamental
changes in the mindsetl of pol-
icy-makers which by itsell is
remarkable. Normall it is
heresy to talk about dual ex-
change rates in front of our
economic bureaucrats but that
is exactly what they have fi-
nally grudgingly accepted in
the country's interest. Allowing
conversion of the foreign ex-
change held as collateral into
Rupees is also welcome, US dol-
lar bonds will find some ac-
ceptability. In panic, deposi-
tors had converted their Rupees
into US dollars causing a short-
fall of US dollars. A fair
amount was transferred in
"Hundi" to Dubai, so much so
that banks in Dubai are now
asking for some proof of legal-
ity i.e. business records, etc.
bz:mej,r is still flowing out but it
will now slow down to low and
medium flood.

As regards allowing im-
porters 50 per cent at official
rate and 50 per cent at the
“floater” rate, this is not a good
idea, it will lead to inflation
even though some essential
commodities are to be imported
at the official rate. It would
have been far better to allow ex-
porters the difference between
the official rate and the
"floater” rate in bonus vouch-
ers that could only be used to
pay government taxes and du-
ties and which would be allowed
to be traded or used to finance
tn;i)orts of a certain non-essen-
tial category e.g. spare parts for
vehicles, luxury goods such as
airconditioners, refrigerators,
washing machiries; 'cosmelics,
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‘By allowing US dollar bonds
as collateral, instead of insist-

ing on 'Rupeefying’ the foreign

" exchange, the Government of

Pakistan (GOP) has partially
restored the confidence of de-
positors. While depositors
may not feel so cheated any-
more they still have unds
for grievance. To avoid short-
fall in the currency supply the
difference between the official
rate could be in the form of re-
deemable Pakistani Rupee
bonds in yearly denominations
at a mark-up slightly more
than the usual bank rate i.e. the
[loating bank rate (or the
floater) is a reasonable idea. As
regards the receipt of export
roceeds, remittances, etc., it is
air to give 50 per cent at offi-
cial rate and 50 per cent at the
"floater” rate.

However, if anybody thinks
that the wage earner abroad
will send in their money home
at less than the "Hundi" rate
they are mistaken. The "wage
earner’ must get at the prevail-
ing "Hundi" rate and he must get
it with the same s and effi-
ciency, that is the only way to
get them to remit through offi-

cial channels, anything else is
wishful thinking.
The government has to re-

alise one thing. the major issue
at the moment is the credibility
of our sovereign guarantees that
has been needlessly. Go-
ing by Clausewitz "Selection
and Maintenance of Aim",
therefore the first priority is to
somehow restore the confidence
in our spoken and written
words. Any economic package
must eliminate the feeling that
the foreign exchange deposi-
tors have been cheated.
allowing 'Rupee-fication’ of the
US dollar at dual rate, the gov-
ernment has conceded the
Hrinr:lple anyhow by allowing a
oating bank rate. There has
to be a radical departure from
the norm to encourage our ex-
patriates to remit money
through the banking system.
That can only be done at free
market rates i.e. the kerb rate.
Why not have a tri-rate sys-
tem, an official rate, the
"floater” and the "Hundi' rate?
Also demonetization is on the
cards, either the government
does it or the economy will de-
teriorate to such a state that
some successor regime will
have to step in to do so. Why is
the government protecting
blackmarketeers, hoarders,
smugglers, militant groups, etc?
The IMF did not come through
its promised tranche in time
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and therefore the scheme
elapsed. A delegation is ex-
pected to negotiate fresh terms
with Islamabad now that the

US has drop its uh{eclluns
Obviousl e quantum of
ESAF/EFF required has now

increased, at the same time IMF
would like to tack on more
conditions.

In the meantime, the default
clock is tickin% away, first
there will be a 30-day period
followed by a 60-day period.
Pakistan could well decide to
ahead with the default since the
promised funds were kept awa
as pressure tactics. This is al-
most a game of pla}dnﬁ chicken,
seeing who blinks first, the
Government of Pakistan
through Mian Nawaz Sharif or
the US, through its surrogate
IMF. Would the west counte-
nance another land of anarchy
in this already volatile region?

Geo-politically Pakistan is
not Somalia or Rwanda, the oil-
rich-states are in the vicinity
and so are Iran and Iraq, would
the US want to create a solid
block of anti-US sentiment that
will de-stabilize the Near East?
Moreover it is a nation with, a
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nuclear and missile capability.
For the think-tanks in the US
looking at various options and
responses, iry that on for size.
They may not like it but they
have to come to terms with re-
ality. We have been a faithful
US ally for long with nothing
much to show for it, in the face
of Indian threats the nuclear-
explosion was necessary out of
regional security considera-
tions. The US should remem-
ber the Chinese proverb, "Do
not use a hammer to remove a
fly from a friend's forehead".
Whenever any government
is in trouble, there is no dearth
of leaders who line up to pro-
claim how and why they would
have fared better. Political an-
alysts by the dozen trot out the-
ories which are usually long on
speculation and short on fact.
A whole host of names suddenly
appear from nowhere as possi-
ble alternatives, from the PM
down to Ministers and Advi-
sors. Pakistan. which even at
the best of times is prone to ru-
mour and conspiracy theories,
is presently overwhelmed by a
combination of both in various
permutations. Jangs Irshad

Ahmed Ha?lqani {(who proudly |

states that he does notl read m
columns) has come with a "tal-
ent list” of people who could

form a possible "Caretaker”
government.

Another prominent colum-
nist has talked of a "forward
bloc” within the PML. Specula-
tion is rife that we are in the
throes of a government melt-
down and sacrificing possible
scapegoats at the altar of public
opinion will not suffice to stem

e collapse. Well, neither may
be quite true, paraphrasin
Mark Twain, "the rumours o
the government's demise are
greatly exaggerated”.

Webster's Dictionary de-
scribes scapegoat variously as
“1) a goat upon whose head are
Ely]'mhullcally laced the sins of
the people (2) one that bears
blame for others and (3) one
that is the object of irrational
hostility”. The most commonly
supposed scapegoats for this
regime are Senator Sartaj Aziz,
the Federal Finance Minister,
and Dr. Muhammad Yaqub, the
axe may well come down on
them but it will not be deserved.
They have soldiered on under
very adverse circumstances,
voicing their objections to
various schemes in closed door
sessions but loyally carrying
oul instructions as ordered.

Senator Sartaj Aziz, whom

| admire very much, was re-
uested by me to resign in the

ace of this crossfire but he de-
clined sa}’intﬁ that would be the
easy route, that in keeping with
his conscience and the larger

interest of the country he felt he
could minimise amage by
staying in place. Similarly Dr.

Yaqub, another man one ad-
mires, had in fact resigned
many months ago but because
that could have led to some
weakness in negotiations with
the IMF, in the country's greater
interest he has kept loyally to

his post.
If these two are indeed
made scapegoats, would this

be just reward for loyalty under
fire 7 The government has to
stop creeping around the issues
and get on with it. Talkin
about Rs. 10 billion from PO
price increase, what about the
bank defaulters who owe more
than Rs. 170 billion? July 11
has come and gone, in the face
of inaction the regime's credi-
bility is rapidly going down.

Why should the people of
Pakistan pay for the criminal-
ity of a host of businessmen and
industrialists? That is the acid
test of Mian Nawaz Sharif's
leadership! He should not fear
their retaliation, if he does the
correct thing the people of Pak-
istan will breathe a sigh of re-
lief that their confidence in
himi was not misplaced. Field
Marshal Slim wrote angther
chapter in "Unofficial History"
which one recommends
stmnﬁ to the PM, "Do not take
counsel of your fears!”.
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Computer Technology and Education

by Prof. Mohammad Kaykobad

Co

mputer education was fn}maﬂy introduced

in BUET in the early '80s throu

gh setting up a new d:E_adm;I

. Fal_l:d Dcpartmcnt n[ Cnmgutcr Enginuring_ under the Facu& n[ Electrical and Electronics Eginnﬁng.

We can con-
sider ourselves
really fortu-
nate in the fact
that visualis-
ing enormous
potential of
co ters our

took initia-
tives to install the first com-
ter, an IBM 1620, of the then
akistan at Atomic Ener
Centre, Dhaka in the early '60s.
Theoretical Physics gmuE then
working at the Atomic Energy
Centre, played a decisive role in
bringing the computer, which
was sup to be installed in
the western wing of the country,
back to Port.

Scientists and engineers
working in Atomic Energy
Commission and in Dhaka
University started extensive use
of this computer. From then
onwards other universities got
introduced to this new technol-
ogy. Considering our pretty av-
erage development at that time,
we can be proud of introduction
of computers so early in the
country.

With the introduction of mi-
croprocessors, computers be-
came more affordable in price
and reduced in size. A revolu-
tion started with the availabil-
ity of personal computers.
Again we did not fall be . In
the early '80s PCs ated
into our market, and our scien-
tists, e eers and academi-
cians not fail to realise its
far-reachin implications.
Computer education was for-
mally introduced in BUET in
the early '80s through setting up
a new department called -
partment of Computer Engi-
neering under the Faculty of
Electrical and Electronics En-

neering. [nitially ee at

asters level was offered in
Computer Engineering for
graduates of engineering and
some other disciplines of gen-
eral universities. Applied
Physics and Electronics De-
partment of Dhaka University
also came forward to siart some
works with this new technology
through guiding theses works
and related courses. In other
universities and in BITs some
courses on this tech were
also introduced. Revolutionary
developments in PC techn
in the '80s resulted in slicing
down of the prices of PCs in a
drastic manner, and all the
time larger and larger number
of PCs appeared in the local
market at an affordable price

In 1986 BUET introduced the
first degree course in the De-
paEuE::lcnt of Computer Eci:ll_lme
an nﬁinaerlnq is was then
followed by Khulna, Sylhet,
Rajshahi, Jahangirna and
other universities. Dhaka Uni-
versity opened the Department
of Computer Science with one-

year Masters course for students

of related fields, and finally
started ils undergraduate

am quite late.
must mention here that in
many cases departments were
opened too hurriedly. For ex-
ample, we introduced this dis-
cipline in school level long be-
fore we could have teachers
with appropriate education. In-
troduction of the course ini-
tiaigv at Masters level and then
ually coming down would
ave been a more apﬂmprlat:
policy. This would have re-
sulted in availability of teach-
ers in lower levels. As usual we
seem to think of miss the
only train and hurriedly intro-

duce sﬂmthing without pro
planning. e

This kind of planning does
not really work for harmonious
growth and development of edu-
cation system. For quick train-
ing, impact of which will be in a
very limited duration, this
works. But education cannot be
shortsighted. It must have con-
tinuity. It must have a history.
It must not be isolated.

A few years back we appeared
to be overactive in revo-
lutionising our course curricu-
lum. Interestingly this was not
initiated by any educationist,
and so was done easily and

ickly. The more you know,
3:: less free you are in doing
whatever you like since then

u understand a lot of anoma-

ies that can come along with
the drastic changés resulting
from shallow thinking.

For the last ten years we
talked a lot about data entry in-
dustry and finally came out as
spectators of the huge business
our neighbours are doing. We
could have introduced educa-
tion in computer field in Mas-
ters level. then in bachelors.
then in colleges and finally in
schools. Soon after we had
graduates with Masters degree
we could have opened BSc level
courses initially in well-known
mﬂc%c; of the capital, and then
to other colleges of the country.
When significant number of
graduates with, for example,
pass degrees, came out, they
could have been employed in

schools. But this was not fol-
lowed. So we had to train teach-
ers of almost any discipline
hurriedly in a ace called
NTRAMS so that t could give
computer education to our
school children.

This was a disastrous deci-
sion. Computer was made an al-
lernative course to elective
mathematics. Imagine when
none of the universities offer-
ing computer courses would
have taken an intermediate
pass siudent without mathe-
matics into computer depart-
ments, we introduced computer
Courses s ng mathematics.
Such a decision could have been
taken only by persons having
no understanding of the disci-

line. Teachers were given some
ind of training hurriedly by

people having no formal educa-
tion in computing.

Undoubtedly they are eflec-
tively confusing our children
with their blind-people view of
an elephant. It may be noted
here that these teachers will be
teaching our kids for another
40 years, and we will not be get-
ting rid of our errors so easily

we plan for a good and ef-
fective training scheme for
them. We always put forward
the lame excuse that computer
literate people will not be
available for teaching iIn
schools and colleges due to low
financial emolument. We must
think about it. Quality educa-
tion requires similar educa-

tional quality in teachers. If we

want to have it we must attract
the best students of the country
to teaching. However, if stu-
dents could study computer sci-

ence as a subject in degree pass
level there would have been

many graduates for teaching

computer science also in

schools.

Our hurried decision of in-
troducing computer education
in different universities was
also not appropriate. After 15

ears of introduction we still

ave severe shortfall of teach-
ers. If students cannot be taught
properly then it is worse. Both
public and private universities
are in acute shortage of teach-
ers. Even learning about the
shortfall of teachers nobody is
in the back foot, every univer-
sity is opening the discipline
with the purchase of a few com-
puters.

This is an unhealthy culture,

Man behind the machine is
more important than the ma-
chine, Mere purchasing of com-

puters cannot lead us to the
goal. Whether we are capable or
not courses are being intro-
duced, students are being taken
and we are unable to deliver
right thing to the young stu-
dents. It something is intro-
duced it should be done with
quality. An ordinary introduc-
tion will make it much more
difficult to bring in quality
later.

There are hundreds of stu-
dents in computer science only
with 2/3 teachers in the faculty
not only in public universities,
where guardians are practically
not paying for education but
also in private universities,
where they have to pay about a
lac taka per annum, whereas a
first class officer does not have
an average earning more than
that. It seems that we earn
money too easily to take care of
the quality of spending. With
such huge an investment
guardians should compel uni-
versity authorities to recruit’
faculty members. The lame ex-
cusef of nunl-availahillty ::f

ualified people is not accept-
ghle. they should rather reduce
their intake to offer quality ed-
ucation. You cannot run an or-
ganisation with a large propor-
tion of part-timers.

Our idea of quality of educa-
tion from foreigners is destroy-
ing us. The quality of foreign
nationals working in our coun-
try under projects or jobs
should not be unquestionable.
Quite often foreign nationals
come (o our country as consul-
tants with a very low expertise
and are saved through our
weakness to non-Bangladeshis
— a great patriotic behaviour! If
something is not Bangladeshi
then it is good, if somebody is

not Bangladeshi then he must .

capable. This happens even af-
ter when we buy textile goods
from foreign countries at
formidable price and then be
shrunk to size to see that it is
made of Bangladesh.

For the last decade we have
introduced and introduced
computer education in all pos-
sible academic institutions
without much looking into the
quality. We devclnpcg syllabus
to us confident that some-
thing good will happen. If we
copy MIT syllabus, are our uni-
versities turning into MIT
soon? This is the quality of fac-
ulty members that matters. A
good syllabus itself cannot Flw:
much unless it is foll by
qualified teachers.

FOCUS

is going to be held In
Colombo from July 29 to

31 under the cloud of suspicion
and distrust created in the
region by the nuclear tests
conducted by India and
Pakistan in the month of May
last. As reported by Mr Anwarul
Haq of The Daily Star (July 18,
1998) some western diplomats
correctly told him "that
one will keenly await the out-
come of the talks between the
Indian and Pakistani leaders".
They have also observed that
"the primary focus will be on
the attitude, pronouncements
and postures of the two leaders
relating to their nuclear stand.

The nuclear bombs now pos-
sessed by both India and Pak-
istan and the stand taken by
them is enough for mutual an-
nihilation of their teeming mil-
lions. What then the other
members of the SAARC can do
except to insist collectively and
individually to get an assurance
from both India and Pakistan
about making South Asia a
zone of peace?

The SAARC charter does not
allow bilateral dispnites and is-

T HE Tenth SAARC Summit

s1ics Lo be raised in the lorum. I

the dispute (Kashmir) between
India and Pakistan could be
solved by mutual discussion
without the help or mediation
from outside they could have
solved the problem in the last
50 years instead of fighting two
wars on it and developing nu-
clear weapons, which now pose
a threateto the peace and secu-
rity of the whole region.

What then we, the ordinary
FEQP]E of the region, can do to
1elp the leaders, who are to
shape our destiny? We can do
our best in suggesting measures
for consideration of the leaders
of the seven countries for main-
taining peace and ensure

rogress in this region. But be-
ore making any suggestion for
consideration it is worthwhile
to notice in retrospect certain
observation of the leaders of
India and Pakistan in the re-
cent past.

Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif in his interview
with a private television net-
work (The Daily Star dated July
7, 1997) called for mutual cuts
in the defence budgets of India
and Pakistan. In his interview
he said : "l have requested the
Indian Prime Minister that
troops should be withdrawn
from Kashmir as a first tEesm.u'u&-
which will help in building an
atmosphere of trust”.

At that time Mr Inder Kumar
Gullral was the Prime Minister
of India and with reference to
him Nawaz Sharif said, "I can
understand the limitation of
Gujral, I too have got my own
litnitation ... This is not the
time to fight. We must learn
from our past mistakes and
should analyse what all we
have gained or lost. We have
fought wars and spent so much
on defence budgets instead of
concentrating on the develop-
ment of both the nations. We
have only suffered by adopting
a path of confrontation. It is
high time we should change our
attitude.”

Admission of past mistakes
is the aiﬁ_xll of a great mind, espe-
cially when Nawaz Sharif had
no role to play in the commis-
sion of mistakes, and the inten-
tion to analyse the gain or loss
shows a pragmatic approach for
improving relations with India.

Obviously Mr Sharif refers to
post-partition mistakes com-
mitted by both India and Pak-
istan. But if some one says that
partition of British India in
1947 was itself a mistake will
he be far wrong? While going to
attend the SAARC Summit at
Colombo the leaders of India
and Pakistan would do well to
keep in mind the failure of the
great leaders on the scene in
1946-1947 to keep India united,
despite the Cabinet Mission
plan, the to keep India united.

Mr Yousuf Rafiq in Islam-
abad and D K Joshi in New
Delhi wrote an article under the
caption "New Brooms Try to
Sweep Away Past Hostility”
(The Dalily Star, March 30,
1997). They said that "althou
half a century of bilaterai rela-
tions is strewn with broken as-

irations, the climate today is
tter than it has been for
ears’,.. Pakistan attributes the
reakdown of the previous offi-
cial talks in 1994 to Indian in-
transigence and says tension
has not been relived by India's
increasing its military budget
for 1997-98 by 21 per cent to US
$ 10.2 billion. It accuses India
of Ipuuhlng ahead a missile de-
velopment programme which
Islamabad sees as posing a ma-

~ Any talk
and Islamabad has to be seeq in

Tenth SAARC Summit

by Md Moksudur Rahman

or threat to Pakistan. "New
elhi insists that Kashmir is
an integral part of India, and
accuses Islamabad of openly
aiding militants there and in
Ptél;lgla ." "India expects Islam-
a to take a more 'realistic’
stand, instead of pressing for a
plebiscite in Kashmir valley, a
Ernpnuluun it dismisses as
uried in the debris of time."

If theses attitudes of the two
countries continue one has rea-
son to doubt the efficacy of bi-
lateral talks to solve the prob-
E;n of Hﬂshnﬂ;ﬂ aﬂ;}tr EG rs of

ing originated. If the dispute
can be settled by mutual djagil:s-
sion, every country and the in-
ternational community will be
very happy. But since it could
not be done in the last 50 years,
there is scope for doubt about

the efficacy of bilateral talks
wilhout ufl}islda assistance, if

not mediation.

Mr Arshad-uz Zaman wrote
under the caption "India-Pak-
istan : Hug ul Stirrings” (The
Daily Star dated June 27, 1997),
It is time to take stock of
the achievements and failures
of these two major players of
the Sub-continent, at can be
confidently stated is that the
arms race due to hostility be-
tween India and Pakistan has
worked as a powerful brake to
nation-building activities
India and Pakistan appear to
have found the essential ingre-
dient to a settlement of all out-
standing issues most important
of which is the issue of Jammu
and Kashmir. And that ingredi-
ent is the political will which
had been missing for half a cen-

tur:ir_h"

ereafter Zaglul A Chowd-
hury observed under the head-
line "Indo-Pak Relations :
Change of Hearts" (The Daily

~ Star June 30, 1997): "The latest

round of talks between India
and Pakistan is widely seen as
qualitattv:lﬁ different from
many of such dialogues that the
two arch-rivals held from time
to time. . . the discussion that
the two countries had during
the last fifty years to reduce
tensions only at times raised

Pakistan had to participate in a

Kashmir solution, no such solu-
tion will be acceptable, to this
unless it is table too,
to the long suffering le of
Kashmir, Jammu and akh".
It is well to remember that
the tion of the Sub-conti-
nent (British India) into India
and Pakistan, the latter com-
prising two parts — East Pak-
istan (now Bangladesh) and
West Pakistan — took place in
1947 under the Labour Party
Government in Britain headed
by Clement Ettlee.

In this backdrop India and
Pakistan exploded nuclear
bombs in May last only to cause
a set-back to the confidence
building steps and measures for
creating mutual trust between
India and Pakistan. Our Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina imme-
diately rushed to New Delhi and
Islamabad to exert her sobering
influence on the leaders of both
the countries, and it seems she
has succeeded to an extent.

In this context, 10th SAARC
Summit is going to be held at
Colombo and the leaders of the
seven countries are expected to
devise ways and means to solve
the problems which stand in
the way of togetherness of these
South Asian countries and thus
to make SAARC organisation
more a effective body. The lead-
ers of these seven countries
should recognise that applica-
tion of force ns where rea-
son fails, and there is no prob-
lem which cannot be solved

aceful means, given the polit-
ical will. The ends and means
both must be equally good and
morally justiffeﬂale.

What then must we do now to
secure peace and effective coop-
eration amongst the seven
countries of South East Asia?
Keeping in view the noble objec-
tive and with respect to the
sagacity of the leaders of the
SAARC countries | venture to
make scme suggestions hereun-
uc for their kind considera-
tion.

First — It is necessary 10
have a forum for discussion of

The leaders of the seven countries should recognise that
application of force begins where reason fails, and there
is no problem which cannot be solved by peaceful
means, given the political will. The ends and means both

must be aiuaﬂz gﬂﬂd apd morally fum‘@k.

pious h of a better relation-
ship while the parleys collapsed
on most occasions without pro-
ducing any tangible outcome.
etween New Delhi

this wider context and when-
ever two sides seek to discuss
political issues of contentious
nature, it is generally assumed
that the talks are more a kind
of rhetoric and ritualistic in
nature.”

Inder Kumar Gu%ral. the then
Prime Minister of India in his
interview with BBC World's
Hard Talk programmie on the
occasion of Indias celebration
of 50 years of independence
spoke about the improvement
of relations with neighbours.
He observed (D S Aug 14, 1997)
"Our relations have moved on
and are qualitatively very dif-
ferent than they were, say one
year ago. We have been able to
do something and we have now
moved towards the last hurdie
— India and Pakistan relations.
Since my talks with the Prime
Minister of Pakistan, | am op-
timistic that'we will find a way
out.” I K Gujral further pointed
to the fact that South Asia is
due to become a free trade zone
by 2001, and then he said, "If
you are to be a free trade zone
you have to have friendly rela-
tion. 1 am sure that future of
this Sub-continent is in togeth-
erness.”

On October 18, 1997 The
Daily Star carried a news under
the headline 'UK's Labour Party
has hidden agenda to create in-
dependent Kashmir’ The news
continued:

"The sources said British
Foreign Secretary Rabin Cook,
who visited India last year as
member of the Shadow Labour
Cabinet, had told Indian au-
thorities the Kashmir issue was
an 'article of faith with the
Labour Party. ;

"The hidden agenda was ul-
timately to obtain an indepen-
dent state of Jammu and
Kashmir.

"Cook genuinely believes
that there is an unfinished
business of partition.

"The sources also quoted a
Labour resolution at its Octo-
ber, 1995 Brighton conference
as saying that while India and

the regional problems. This fo-
rum may be called SAARC Par-
liament to be composed of cer-
tain number (say 10 to 15} of

. elected members of parliarnént

of each country.

Second — It may be consid-
ered whether a body can be set
up for resolving regional dis-
putes like Kashmir problem
and Tamil problem after giving
hearing to the parties concerned
tricluding terrorist groups. This
body may be constituted b
taking two members from eac
of the seven countries and one
person to be nominated the
Secretary General of United
Nations, who will be the chair-
man of the body. The body may
be called a Board of Arbitrators.
If bilateral attempt to settle any
dispute fails the matter should
be referred to this Board for ar-
bitration.

Third — A Law Commission
comprising lawyers and inrists
from seven countries, their
number being not less than
seven, may be set up to examine
the legal systems of these coun-
tries and for recommending
measures for bringing about
uniformity in their legal sys-
tems.

Fourth — The visa system
may be abolished in order to fa-
cilitate mutual visits and
tourism. Passport is sufficient
identity of a person. The free
movement of people will foster
the spirit of oneness.

Fifth — In order to make this
area a more effective Free Trade
Zone the currency value of these
countries should be brought at
par, so that currency conver-
sion. becomes easy with ulti-
mate aim of having one cur-
rency for this region. It will
help easy movement of com-
mercial goods in the region.
Thus smuggling of goods in
these countries can be given a
good bye, making the move-
ment of goods dependent on
‘'demand and supply' subject
only to payment of custom du-
ties.

Sixth -— Arrangement ma
be made for exchanging hig
ranking officers and judges of
the supreme courts amongst
these countries. Apart from fos-
tering spirit of onéness this step
may go a long way to eradicate
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corruption in administration
and to enhance confidence in
the impartial administration,
both executive and judicial.
Seluenth —_ Tllu: use of com-
mon la e plays an impor-
tant ruhe:ng;agthcpcnymamunicaﬂ?un
of minds and helps understand-
ing of each other. So, a common
language should be adopted for
use in the government offices
and courts, and may be
considered for the purpose, be-
sides the different state lan-

%ﬁth -— The leaders should
also consider the possibility of

a common defence arrangement
for this area.

For the settlement of Kash-
mir dispute the attention of the
political thinkers and the lead-
ers concerned is invited to the
following facts:

a. The proposal of Dr F
Abdullah, the Chief Mimsm
Indian part of Kashmir for im-
posing a freeze on Kashmir dis-
gute y India and Pakistan for

5 years. This means status quo
with regard to the Line of Con-
trol. Pakistan should stop ex-
tending even a moral support to
the militants, because there
cannot be a moral support for
terrorist activities. Benazir
Bhutto, when she was Prime
Minister of Pakistan, called a
hartal in Pakistan declaring
moral support to the militants
in the Indian part of Kashmir.
Dr Farooq Abdullah's view de-
serves first consideration as he
is on the scene of dispute and
faces the music.

b. An Independent Kashmir
as allegedly contemplated by
the Labour Party of Britain
considering the business of
partition of India as yet unfin-
ished. This proposal cbviously
implies re-unitication of two
parts of Kashmir. After all it is
the well-being of the Kashmiris
which should be considered to
be fundamental in any shape of
Kashmir, And Kashmirie wnuld
be, no doubt very happy in that
event. The glaring example of
re-unification of two separate
parts is that of Germany after
about 45 years of its division.

c. The proposal of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first
Prime Minister of India, given
to Pakistan in 1964 for forming
a confederation comprising In-
dia, Pakistan and Kashmir.

‘Sheikh Abdullah was re-
leased on April 8, 1964 and the
Kashmir conspiracy case was
immediately withdrawn. It also
proved that although Sheikh
Abdullah wanted self-determi-
nation — meaning thereby
greater autonomy — he never
wanted Kashmir to accede to
Pdkistan. Nehru lost 0 Hife ie-
irtvite his former friedd and
political colleague to New
Delhi. Sheikh Abdullah, rnow
sober and more mature due to
the healing balm of suffering,
responded warmly to this ges-
ture. The two leaders were con-
scious of the fact that a slight
disturbance in the status quo
would unleash forces of destruc-
tion in the Subcontinent of
vaster dimension than had oc-
curred in the wake of the parti-
tion following the transfer of
power. They, however, insisted
that a solution was imperative
so that the Kashmiri Muslims
would live honorably within
the wider framework of secular
India and did not rule out some
agreement even with Pakistan
so that the problem could be
solved within the geo-political
realities of the Sub-continent.
Nehru, therefore, suggested io
Sheikh Abdullah that he
should undertake a pilgrimage
of peace to Pakistan.

"Accordingly, Sheikh Abdul-
lah accompanied in his mission
by Mirza Afzal Beg. Mubarik
Eﬁah Nagshbandi, and son Dr.
Farooq Abdullah reached Pak-
istan in the first week of May,
1964. Nehru had asked Sheikh
Abdullah to discuss with the
Pakistan authorities a proposal
for a confederation between Ini-
dia, Kashmir and Pakistan. But
the proposal was cold-shoul-
dered by Marshal Ayub Khan,
hecause, as the events were Lo

reve: ! later, he had another 'so-
lutinn’ . the Kashmir dispute
up his sleeve! The one man who
could have resolved the Kash-
mir problem, so far as the au-
tonomous nature of the state
was concerned, was now nao
more. Sheikh Abdullah re-
turned to Srinagar, a deeply
frustrated man. With Nehru's
death the process of reconcilia-
tion received a fatal blow.’
(chapter X of Sheikh Moham-
mad Abdullah — A Political
Phoenix by RN Kaul).

The writer i5 a former Judge
of High Court Division.

Gandhi Memorial in the

Aziz Haniffa writes from Washington

US House of Representa-
A tive committee has

unanimously approved
legislation authorising the
Indian government to establish
a memorial (o honour
Mahatma Gandhi in the
American capital.

The legislation stipulates
that U.S. taxpayers would not
have to bear the cost for con-
structing or maintaining the
memorial, but merely provides
the vacant piece of land adja-
cent to the ﬂrldian embassy on
Massachusetts Avenue for the
Government of India to erect
the monument.

The legislation, originally
introdu by Rep. Frank Pal-
lone, Democrat, in the House
Resources Comrnittee, now Fnc.s
to the floor of the House for a
voie. Similar legislation has
been introduced in the U.S.
Senate by Senator Daniel
Patrick Moynihan, Democrat
and a former Ambassador to
India.

Pallone said he ho the
legislation, co-sponsored by the
Republican co-chair of the In-
dia Caucus, Rep. Bill McCollum,
and 17 other members of the 92-
member Caucus, would be voted
on by the full House before
Congress adjourns for its sum-
INET recess.

Pallone said such a vote
would envisage passage of the
bill before the end of the year-
lnng celebrations marking In-
dia's 50th independence an-
niversary celebration that be-
gan on August 15 last year.

The National Capital
Memorial Commission gave its
unanimous approval for the

roposal several months ago,
?nl]nudng some stirring testi-
mony by Pallone and Wajahat
Habibullah, minister, commu-
nity affairs at the embassy, who
spoke of Gandhi's life and
achievements and how he was

inspired by U.S. thinkers and
how in turn he provided inspi-
ration to the civil rights move-
ment in America.

Pallone said, "The proposed
Gandhi Memorial would be a
most worthy addition to the
landscape of our nation's capi-
tal, and it would also be a fitting
tribute to a man whose pro-
found impact on the history of
the 20th century continues to be
felt around the world.”

Even though there was an
overwhelming consensus
among members of the Commnit-
tee that Gandhi was a "great
leader” and a "tremendous in-
spiration,” some lawmakers
expressed qualms during the
mark-up about the rationale for
erecting monuments for foreign

leaders.
But it was left to another Re-

ublican on the panel, James
ansen, who said that monu-

US

ments for foreign leaders had
been erected and should con-
tinue to be erected, especially in
exceptional cases and that
"there is no better example of
such an exceptional leader than
Gandhi who has inspired mil-
lions of people around the
world and our own civil rights
movement.”

Hansen pointed out that not
only would it not be erected on
the Mall, but that it would not
cost American taxpa a dime
because the Government of In-
dia would foot the entire bill,
including construction and
maintenance,

The Committee vote was yet
another victory for Habibullah.
who has been the driving force
behind the legislation by Pal-
lone and others, mobilising the
Indian American community
and exhorting them to keep the

ressure on their respective
awmakers to approve the pro-
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