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-City areas flooded
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Mymensingh.
Diarrhoea has broken out in

several flood affected areas. Se-.

vere crisis of pure drinking wa-
ter were reported from many
flood-hit districts, according to
our correspondents and news
agencies.

In Narayanganj, the flood
situation worsened further af-
ter the Shitalakhya river
crossed the danger level.

The badly aflected thanas of
~ the district include Narayan-
ganj Sadar, Aaraihazar, Sonar-
paon, Bandar and Roopgonj. But
with the rise of water levels,
fresh areas under Fatullah
thana have also been inun-
dated.

Direct road-link between
Rangamati and Khagrachhari
hill district snapped yesterday
as landslides blocked Kutubch-
hari under Naniarchhar thana
on the Rangamati-Khagrach-
hari Highway, officials told
BSS.

One minor boy (Rana, 10)
was drowned when a strong
downhill current sweplt him
away while he was playing in
rain waters in the old court
building premises yesterday
morning.

New terminal
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Chittagong Port or new ports in
private sector, he added.

He reassured the leaders of
the trade unions at the port that
they would lose their jobs if the
private terminal starts operat-
ing from 2001-2. Rather it
would create more jobs.

The deputy minister also

said a guideline for operating
private equipment at Chit-
tagong Port is also being pre-
pared.
Later, the trade union lead-
ers including CBA President
Mahfuzur Rahman, who is an
audit assistant told the journal-
ist that they were sticking to
their programme of agitations
against the private sector con-
tainer terminal. Mahfuzur
Rahman said "We do not care
even if the country's biggest
foreign investment offer of
about 500 million dollars is
lost. We want to save jobs,” he
asserted. In the same breath, he
said "We want foreign invest-
ment but would not agree that if
the 55A.B, postpones its pro-
ject, it would scare away other
potential foreign investors.”

But Mahfuzur Rahman's al-
liance of 22 trade union organi-
sations is facing cracks as
Dock Sramik leaders Abdul
Khaleq Chowdhury and Ja-
hangir Alam Chowdhury disas-
sociated themselves from the
movement against the new
terminal in private sector.

Talking to the same group of
journalists later, president of
Chittagong Chamber of Com-
merce and Convenor of the Port
Users Forum Kamaluddin
Ahmed expressed his resent-
ment at the slow handling, cor-
ruption, impediments in the
way of allowing private opera-
tors to work freely at the port
and even procuring an ADB
loan for more equipment.

He also said. "They are not
opposed to the private terminal
but wants a guideline on the
new port, its user facilities and
tantl etc.”

. organisations brought

According to a UNB report
from Siraj an{. incessant rain
and onrush of flood water aF-
gravated the flood situation in
the district yesterday.

Two more people — Romisa
Khatun, 35, of Ghargram and
Monir (5) of Solapara village in
Taras thana died — one Irom
snake-bite and the other of di-
arrhoea.

A Natore report says, about
600 ple. mostly children, in
the flood affected areas were
attacked by diarrhoea as the
flood situation in the district
worsened further.

In Naogaon, diarrhoea broke
out in the flood affected areas of
Atrai, Manda, Raninagar and
Sadar thanas due to lack of
drinking water.

Nearly 500 diarrhoea af-
fected people were reported to
have taken treatment from
thana health complexes includ-
ing the district Sadar Hospital
in the last few days.

In Pabna, flood situation
deteriorated in nine thanas.
Diarrhoea broke out in many
areas claiming three lives.

The dead were identified as
Rubi(8) of Charmachpara vil-
lage in Sadar thana, Rubel (3] of
Dhalarchar village in Bera

thana and Solaiman (2) of
Tumli village in Faridpur
thana.

The affected thanas are :
Sadar, Bera, Suzanagar, Sathia.
Faridpur. Bhangura. Chatmo-
har, Ishwardi and Atgharia.

A Kushtia report says: The
flood engulfed fresh areas of 15
unions in Daulatpur, Bhera-
mara, Mirpur and Kumarkhali
thanas and low-lying areas of
Kushtia Sadar and Khoksha
thanas.

Tuition fees
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committee have vowed to Eﬂ
ahead with a two-day strike
from today in spite of the VC's
request to withdraw the strike.
All examinations of the uni-
versity scheduled for today will
be under the purview of the
strike. The university authori-
ties could not take any decision
on whether to conduct the ex-
aminations or not till filing of
this report last night.
Meanwhile, different student
out
separate processions and held
rallies on the campus demand-
ing withdrawal of the decision
lo raise tuition fee and other

charges.

Strike at CU
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open during the strike.

The Shibir activists brought
out a procession and held a
rally on the campus.

The speakers at the rally
urged the varsity authorities to
withdraw the decision to en-
hance tuition fees and other
charges.

They also threatened a
greater agitation programme if
demands were not met imme-
diately.

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) and Samajtantrik
Chhatra Front (SCF) also an-
nounced agitation programme
on the same issue.

The JCD has called a strike
on July 29 while SCF is to

gherao VC's office on July 28.
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Khaleda
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dence of Rubel, a university stu-
dent. who was tortured to death
in custody on Thursday.

The assembly was organised
by the city BNP and its front or-

anisations to protest the
Eilllng of Rubel.

Begum Zia visited the grief-
stricken family of Rubel and
consoled his parents.

Rubel's mother broke down
in tears and cried, "How shall
we live in this country? My son
was picked up by police and al-
ter some hours he was found

dead.”
Addressing the gathering Be-
gum Zia demanded judicial in-

quiry into the killing of Rubel
and trial of the killers in a spe-
cial court.

Drawing attention of the
President to the brutal killing
of Rubel, she said, "You were a
judge, you should intervene in
such incidents for ensuring jus-

tice.”
Begum Zia said all these

| killings were pre-planned to

weaken the nation, stabilise
their (AL) power and turn the
country into a vassal state of
their alien master, India.

"Why the meritorious stu-
dent., Rubel. was tortured to
death,"” questioned Begum Zia.
She said he was never involved
in active politics and there was
no specitic allegation against
him.

"This overnment has
proved itsell an oppressive, re-
pressive and autocratic one. It
should not be allowed to stay in
power any more.” Begum Zia
said.

— -

Dr Natfis Sadik

arrives today

Dr Nafis Sadik, Execultive
Director. United Nations Popu-
lation Fund (UNFPA) and Un-
der Secretary General. United
Nations will arrive in the city’
today on a four-day official
visit, reports UNB.

During her stay in Dhaka.
she is expected to call on the
Minister for Health and Family
Welfare and the Finance Minis-
ter. She will also meet other
high government and NGO offi-
cials.

The meetings are expected to
discuss matters relating to
UNFPA's assistance o
Bangladesh and implementa-
tion of the ICPD Programme of
Action.

She will attend the opening
session of the roundtable on
"Partnership with Civil Society
ICPD+5". This roundtable,
which is being hosted by the
government, will be partici-
gat:d by 35 countries, including

angladesh.

Dr Sadik will also have a
meeting with the representa-
tives ol the donor community
in Bangladesh.

Jyoti Basu
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Basu denounced what he termed
the Mumbai police move to
brand Indians as Bangladeshis
and hound them out of the
country. The West Bengal gov-
ernment would lodge protests
with the Centre and the Maha-
rashira Government on the is-
sue, he said, according to PTI.

"The way in which Indians,
are being branded as
Bangladeshis is very unfair. We
have come to know that 35
more people are being brought
here tomorrow," Basu said.

West Bengal lodged a strong
protest with the Maharashtra

overnment for hringlnﬁ.

angladeshi infiltrators’ to the
state for handover to the BSF
for deportation, without prior
Information to the state admin-
istration. _

Describing the act as "unac-

ceplable” Buddhadev Bhat-
tacharya told newspapermen

that the matter has been taken
up with the Maharashtra gov-
ernment at an appropriate
level.

Meanwhile, a court in Cal-
cutta stopped the Indian au-
thorities Irom dl‘:jpnrtin three
I::coph: to Bangladesh, quot-
ng an official said today.

High Court Judge Samaresh
Banerjee issued the orders yes-
terday on a petition filed by the
three in Calcutta. They claimed
that they were residents of West

al state and had taken up

.jnrhn in Mumbal.

The three were among a
p of 34 people who were ar-

rested by police earlier this "’

week in Mumbai.

Buddhadev Bhattacharya
sald today Iinvestigation
showed that some of those ar-
rested were registered voters of
the state.

The state government will
file a petition in the court next
week seeking to stop deporta-
tions from the Maharashtra
state. "Even if some of them are
found to be {llegal migrants,
this is not the way to deal with
them," Bhattacharya said.

Rubel's father addressing a press conference at the Jatiya

Press Club yesterday.

— Star photo

Rubel: Judicial probe
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Minister to ensure a quick trial
and exemplary punishment of
those im-ﬂlve‘c?in the killing?

“They (plainclothesmen) tor-
tured my son till death.” added
the father, a cardiac patient.

He demanded that a judicial
probe body headed by a
Supreme Court judge should in-
vestigate his son's death in po-
lice custody.

Rubel's eldest brother
Iftekharuddin Ahmed said they
[ound deep black scars under
the shoulders and on his back.

Blood was coming out from
his nose at the DMCH morgue.
He suffered serious injuries in
his head, Ahmed alleged.

The autopsy report is yet to

be prepared.

Etnb alleged that the plain-
clothesmen pushed his daugh-
ter-in-law to the ground as she
tried to prevent them from beat-
ing Rubel indiscriminately in
front of his Sidheswari house at
about 7:30pm on Thursday.

The wile of Rubel's elder
brother had come out of the
house, hearing his screams. She
saw a group of plainclothesmen
iml.:inn:lng and kicking Rubel, he
said.

Iftekhar said they waited at
the Minto Road oflice of the De-

rlETT.I'L'E' Branch for one and a

hall hours since they went there
at about 8 pm on Thursday,
soon after Rubel was taken back
to the DB office room Sid-
heswari.

"No one at the DB office was
telling us anything except that
they will tell everything we
wanted to know about our
brother.” he added.

At around 9.30 pm, some
plainclothesmen were seéen
whispering with DB Assistant
Commissioner Akram Hossain.
They left in a few minutes.
Similar scenes of arrival of de-
tectives and whispering with
their boss, AC am, were
witnessed for several times
within about half an hour at the
DB office. Rubel's brothers said.

At around 10 pm. AC Akram
told them to go to Ramna thana

BCS (admn)
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"Officials in the other 28
cadres feel that the new guide-
lines have marginalised their
chances of promotion to policy-
making levels. as 75 per cent
posts in the rank of deputy sec-
retary has been reserved for a
particular cadre. The guidelines
are biased towards the former
secretariat cadre and the BCS
administration cadre,” one

' source alleged.

| deput

In the new guidelines, the
rank of deputy secretary has
been made the entry point for
moving to higher levels of the
administration, with mini-

mum five years of service in the
post.

Promotion to the rank of
secretary and above
should be open to members of
all the cadres to ensure fair and
good governance. The entry
could be made through a com-
petitive examination on the ba-
sis of a common syllabus. some
officials maintained.

"A senior policy pool was
created to ensure cq’ual entry of
all the cadres in the late 70s and
early 80s, but it was never im-
plemented,” an official noted.

The gazetted guidelines will
not only create rivalry between
the administration cadre and
the other 28 cadres but also
among the 28 cadres. he felt.

There are about 50,000 offi-
cials in the 28 cadres and about
5,000 in the secretariat cadre
and BCS administration cadre,
sources said.

* wire at Bandar Fe

where, he assured, they would
et every details related to their
rother, they continued.

Iftekharuddin and his two
brothers then rushed to Ramna
thana where they found a num-
ber of senior policemen. _

The policemen, at one sta
informed them that Rubel fell
sick and was admitted to hospi-
tal, said Rubel's brothers. "Th
were nol giving us the name o
the hospital where he was under
treatment,” went on.

The brothers later went to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal and found that Rubel was
dead.

Meanwhile, senior police of-
ficials were inmung the
five remanded p esmen
at the Police Control Room till
late last night. The five detec-
tives are: SI Hayatul Islam
Thakur, ASI M Abdul Karim,
havilder Nuruzzaman, consta-
bles Parvez and Faruq.

One electrocuted
in Narayangan;

NARAYANGANJ, July 25:
One person was electrocuted
and another injured when they
came in contact with electric
Ghat this
mo . reports BSS.

According to hospital and
police sources, the d was

Japanese team

arrives today to

formulate plan
for Rupsha bridge

A high powered advisory and
consultant mission from ?ra an
will arrive in city today to for-
mulate a plan for construction
of the proposed bridge on the
river Rupsha in Khulna, reports
UNB.

The mission comprisin
three advisory members and 1
consultants will prepare a
master plan for integral com-
ponents of transport develop-
ment surrounding the Rupsha

hric‘lg:.
uzo Akat Suka, Professor

| of Faculty of Regional Devel-

opment Studies, Tokyo Univer-
sity is leading the team.

It will also study the provi-
slon of road-cum-railway, se-
lection of site and estimated
cost of the bridge. |

The mission is expected to
submit {ts report to the gov-
ernment next month.

The Japanese governinent
gave a positive response to [i-

nance the Rupsha bridge project
during the visit of Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina to Japan in
July last year.

Earlier. a project formula-
tion mission visited the project
site at Rupsha and also to
Mongla Port soon after the visit
of the Prime Minister.

The mission's visit was fol-
lowed by another team to make
a pre-feasibility study in March
this year.

Vajpayee
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of more B eshi items to
Indian market to reduce to
some extent the existing huge
trade gap between the two coun-
tries resulting from
Bangladesh's imports worth
over one billion US dollars
from India annually as against
its rts worth around 50
million dollar, the Indian
prime minister said "We are
working together with the gov-
ernment ol Bangladesh to see
how the trade gap can be reduced
through tariff and other
measures.”

He said India had granted a
number of tariff concessions
during the two rounds of
SAPTA and more measures
would be considered in the third

identified as Saidur Rahman. 1 round.

“to check desertion b

PM: Flood-hit areas

From Page 1
the flood situation. The gov-
ernment is very much con-
scious so that people do not face
scarcity of food, shelter and
medicine.

"We're taking rapid precau-

tionary measures for post-flood
situation,” the prime minister

BNP MPs
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chief Begum Khaleda Zia.

Some lawmakers of the
party hinted at a fresh debate
when the issue will be raised at
a BNPPP meeting, the party
leader said.

"But submission of resigna-
tion letters to the Speaker is un-
likely to take place soon. It will
largely depend on the govern-
ment's treatment to BNP and its
steps to address the opposition
party's grievances”, commented
a member of the party's Stand-
ing Committee. Till the sub-
mission, the party MPs would
continue to attend the parlia-
ment session, he added.

It has been planned that res-
ignation letters will be kept
ready for submission ( to the
Speaker] to keep the govern-
ment under pressure as well as
the party
lawmakers to join the govern-
ment, he sald adding, the move
also "aims at intensifying the
planned agitation for a mid-
term election.”

The party hope to intensify
its planned agitation for a mid-
term election after the rainy
reason and the floods are over.

Those who masterminded
the plan for resignation think
that it would also help the
party check any possible split
among its MPs on the question
of quitting the parliament in
future. On several occasions in
the past, when the party boy-
cotted the parliament session,
the party lawmakers were
Sharp?y divided on the issue.

But the MPs disliking the
strategy argued that they would
feel "mentally disturbed” and
"be undermined” by their elec-
torate if they keep their resig-
nation letters ready for submis-
sion.

There was a storming debate
at the Standing Committee
meeting over the issue. A good
number of party heavyweights
opposed the move for collection
ol resignation letters. Begum
Khaleda Zia sided with those
who favoured the move. sources
said.

said, ad that adequate mea-
sures have taken to ensure
medicare to the flood-affected
people.

he said the country has 10
lakh metric tons of food stock,
and steps are under way to
make it 12 lakh metric tons as
precautionary measures. "There
is ogdponaihﬂit of recurrence of
floods. We will have to remain
ready if something like that
happens.”

Dropping at Muradnagar,
the prime minister first went to
Nurunnahar Girls" High School
and distributed relief materials,
including saree. lungi, rice and
cash money among the flood
victims.

From there she went to
BRDB ground to address a mass
gathering and later went to the
other side of Gumti river to see
the flood affected areas, - .

Then the prime minister
flew to Parshuram in Feni to
have a look at the - damages
caused by the collapse of em-
bankment of Muhuri river, She
also addressed a meeting there
and distributed relief materials
afnnng the flood-affected peo-
ple.
During her journey by the
motor car, she stop at differ-

ent places and talked to the
people. D

Addressing the mass gather-
ings, the prime minister said
only four deaths were reported .
from diarrhoeal diseases out of
nearly 7,000 cases due to timely
measures,

BNP prbgran_lme
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gherao programme was an-
nounced to protest water-
power-gas crisis, price-hike of
essentials and deterioration of
law and order in the country.

The release asked the party
leaders and workers to stand by
the flood-affected people.

Meanwhile, a meeting of the
BNP Committee on Relief and
Rehabilitation yesterday al-
leged that the government
failed to protect the flood-hit
people and said that the gov-
ernment steps in this regard
were inadequate.

The meeting also decided to
raise relief funds for the flood
victims and urged the people to
deposit their relief materials at

the BNP central office at Naya
Paltan in the city.

It also decided to send three
relief teams to Gaibandha, Tan-
gail and Comilla today.

Unocal
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the same policy guideline in
January 1997, At that time, the

LOI was severely criticised by
other foreign companies who
were waiting for the Second
Round Block Bidding for oil and
gas exploration. They had said
that it violated the policy and
the principle of equa np{:ortu-
nity for them to participate.

On the basis of the LOI, Uno-
cal submitted a very ambitious
“Western Region Integrated Pro-
ject” (WRIP) which aimed at de-
veloping the Shahbazpur field,
setting up a number of power
plants alnd a laying a regional

8 pipeline.
i 1%:: Shahbazpur gas field
was discovered by Ban%lndﬂh
exploration company, BAPEX
in 1995,

I'll be there,

Pacific Bangladesh Telecom Limited
4/Fir, Pacific Center, 14, Mohakhali C.A., Dhaka.Tel: 882186, 882187, 885281, 885282
; 81, Kakrail Dhaka. Tel: 9338331-2. Fax: 880-0-883575, 600060

Motorola StarTAC 3000, one
e MG of the smallest, lightest
. cellular phones in the world
" couldn't be anything but o
steal. Combined with some of

the latest features it promises

to deliver the best possible

service wherever you are.

Refundable security deposit - Tk. 5,000/-

*Additional Charges:

Govt. Royalty -Tk.1,100/-
Vat on the set (3%)-Tk.714/-

Fikoyo Grey PB.TL UL 98




