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A 32-member Bangladesh cultural troupe left for New Delhi on I'riday night to Lalfe part i.n
the ‘South Asian Music and Dance Festival'. Cultural Secretary Dr S Zaman Majumder is
leading the cultural delegation.

'Steps taken for establishing
Institution of Ombudsman'

The government has taken
up all necessary steps lor eslaly-
lishing the Institution ol {hn-
budsiman in the countrv. re-
ports LINB.

Speaking at the inaugural
session of the national dialodue
on Ombudsman Systein: An
aid to transparent and account-
able government'' yesterday,
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad said the proposal for Om-
budsman has already been ap-
proved by Prime Minister
Sheikh liasina.

Referring to the Ombudsman
Svstem. already functioning
eflectively in more than 56
countries, including Pakistan
and India, the minister pointed
out Article 77 of Bangladesh
Constitution which stipulates
that the Parliament may pro-
vide for establishment of the of-
fice of Ombudsman who shall
exercise such powers and per-
form such functions determined
by Parliament.

“The power to investigate
any action taken by a ministry,

a public olficer or a stalutory
public authority may be in-
cluded to it." said Samad Azad,
adding that the Ombudsman
Act, enacted by the Parlinment
outlines the legal provisions

and moralily ol the system.
He called upon the partici-

pants to pul up conecrete sug-
iestions for making the Om-
udsman system effective and
accountable (o the common

people.

Organised by Affluent
Bangladesh Attainment Coun-
cil [ABAC), the discussion was
presided over by Sheikh Samad
Abedin, Chairman of ABAC. Dr
M Motiur Rahman presented

the keynote paper. said an offi-
cial handout.

Parliamentary Advisor to
the Prime Minister Suranjit
Sen Gupta, Whip Abdus Shahid,
MK Anwar MP, Dr Kamal Hos-
sain. Barrister Amirul Islam,
former Chief Justice Kemalud-
din Hossain and Rashed Khan
Menon also spoke.
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more in China

BEIJING. July 25: Floods
from torrential rains have
killed 145 people in three Chi-
nese provinces, pushing the na-
tionwide flood death toll to
1.145, state media said Satur-
day, reports AP.

The latest casualties were
reported in Hunan, Hubet and
Jiangxi in the south and centre
of tﬂ country. among the
provinces worst hit by the sea-
sonal summer rains that have
[allen unusually early and
heavily this year.

The majority of deaths have
resulted from drownings, col-
lapsing of houses, lightning.
mud flows and landslides from
mountain torrents, the official
newspaper China Daily said.

Floods kill 145

Al Gore praises

new Russian PM

MOSCOW, July 25: Vice Pres-
ident Al Gore praised Russia's
new prime minister, saying he
had an impressive understand-

weapons technology, reports
AP.

"In a very short period ol
time, he has established a [ull
command of the facts," Gore
said of Sergei Kiriyenko at a
news conference on Friday. "I'm
impressed with his pro-
grammes.”

Kiriyenko, who was named
prime minister less than four
months ago, called their discus-
sions "very concentrated and
fruitful.”

Gore, who left Friday night
for Washington, and Kiriyenko
signed agreements designed to
protect Russia's plutonium
stockpile and find new jobs for
scientists in defense industries.

The plutonium agreement
calls for building a new plant to
reprocess plutonium from dis-
mantled nuclear weapons into
fuel for civilian nuclear power
plants. Under the other agree-
ment, Russia's "defense cities.”
r.isolated research communi-

dtrugghing in the new econ-
omy. wil converted to civil- »
lan use.

Gore and Kiriyenko also dis-
cussed Russia's economic crisis,

Kirivenko insisted that Rus-
sia is not pursuing unpopular
economic reforms to please the
International Monetary Fund
or the United States.

"We are doing this for our-
selves,” he said. “This is being
done because there is no alter-
native." He called the Russian
parliament's resistance to the
government !pmgrarnme a
"‘normal part of politics.”

The two also sel the agenda
for a Moscow sumiil between
Presidents Bill Clinton and
Boris Yeltsin, which is planned
for the end of August or early

September. No details were re-
leased. ™
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by the spread of nuclear .

The general students of the Dhaka University staged a rally in the city yesterday in

support of a two-day strike beginning today.

— Star photo

'ASEAN FMs intensify criticism

of Indian, Pakistani N-tests

MANILA. July 25: Southeast
Asian foreign minister on Fri-
day intensified Lheir criticism

vof Indian and Pakistani nu-

clear tests, agreed to a wider
fight against drug trafficking
and supported a regional early
warning system to check eco-
nomic problems. reports AP.
“The foreign ministers de-
plored the series of nuclear tests
conducted recently in South
Asia that exacerbated tension
in the regions and raised the
specter of a nuclear arms race.”
according to a draft commu-
nique prepared for the end of
the two-day Association ol
Southeast Asian Nations min-
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isterial meettnf,. _

The world "deplore.
stronger than an earlier version
that expressed "grave concern,
was put in at the insistence of
Malaysia, accurdln%{ to officials
quoted by Japan's Kyodo news
agency.

The nine-member ASEAN
seeks to make Southeast Asia a
nuclear weapons free zone, in-
cluding a ban on nuclear arms
on ships traversing interna-
tional waters in the region.,

The Southeast Asian foreign
minnsters will meet this coming
werk with counterparts from
the lnited States, China. Rus-
sia. Hritain and India to discuss
security issues, It is likely that
ASEAN's dissatisfaction with
the slow pace of nuclear disar-
mament will be part of those
talks.

In the draft communique ob-
tained by The Associated Press,
the AS foreign ministers
"called on all countries which
have not done so to adhere to

"Priority given to
illiteracy
eradication
programme’’

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria said yesterday that the
present government had given
priority to the illiteracy eradi-
cation programmes amid at
poveérty allevtation {rom - socr
ety, reports BSS.

The government gave the
highest allocation in the educa-

the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Trealy and Comprehensive Test
han Treaty in recognition of the
overwhelming interest to es
tablish a nuclear free world.”

The loreign ministers broke
no new ground in dealing with
their serious economic prob-
lems, mainly supporting ac-

tions already taken by ASEAN's

fimance ministers. In fact. a
separate economic statement
prepared by the Philippines,
which is hosting the meeting,
was laid aside as unnecessary.
The draft communique
strongly endorsed the finatice
ninsters' earlier decision Lo
establish an ASEAN surveil-
lance mechanism to monitor
regional economic and finan-
cial indicators so that luture
crises can be nipped in the bud,
They also welcomed propos-
als to use regional currencies in
trade among ASEAN countries
to reduce their dependence on
clollars. Despite the economic

crisis, the ministers said
ASEAN is coonmitte:s Hraa:
iy aheard

gionul free L dev

The foreign ministers luci-
guage on the drug fight was
mild, focused on ﬁndiug new
ways Lo cooperate with the rest
of the world in fighting crime.
They concurred with a com-
mitnient made last vear by
ASEAN counlries "to expand
the scope ol cooperation and
explore ways by which the
member countries can work
closer with relevant agencies
‘amt organizations, wmcluding
the United Nations."
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Paula Jones says

Ex-lawers
letters written
to me shouldn’t
have been
made public

LITTLE ROCK. Arkansas,
July 25; Paula Jones said that
letters ‘written to her by her
[)r:-vluus lawyers should not
iave been made public in her
sexual harassment lawsuit
against President Clinton. re-
ports AP,

The letters were released last
month when US District Judge
Susan Webber Wright. who
dismissed the lawsuit, entered
them into the public record.

Mrs Jones asked Wright 1o
vacate her order that made the
letters public, saying the letiers
were addressed to her, dealt
with legal issues and included
advice in the lawsuit.

“Therefore, on their face.
these are attorney-client privi-
leged communications.” her
motion said. "Why these letters
were in the possession ol the
court is unknown to Mrs
Jones.”

The letters were written by
Joseph Cammarata and Gilbert
K Davis last year during nego-
tiations for a possible settle-
ment of the lawsuil. They told
her a settlement for dirs
700.000 and a vague apology
would 'be a “complete victory"
even if Clinton admitted no
wrongdoing,

Mrs Jones turned down the
offer, saying she wanted a full
apology, according Lo the letter.
The lawyers said the relusal
wis a shift in her original in-
tentions.

"You understand that vour
present need for an apology was
not sought for more than three
years alter the event," the
lawyers wrote. "Your focus has
thus changed from proving that
you are a good person, to prov-
g Clinton is a bad person.
That was never your objective
before filing suit.”

2 alleged snatchers

held with arms
By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested two alleged
snatchers with frearm and
raREEria e S '

wolony in the cily yestero:,.

They were identified as Ab-
dul Jobbar and Abul Hossain.
police said, adding a revolver
with eight bullets and a knife
were recovered from the ar-
rested persons,

A team ol Shutrapur police
arrested Jobber and Hossain
from near a mosque inside the
colony while the team was pa-
trolling the area in the early
hours of yesterday. . .

‘A_case was lodded with
Shutrapur thana in this regard.
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