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COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN
Competition-100

3 Tick the Correct Answers

Post to Tl hily Ster
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm,
Aug 7, '98, and draw shortly
nfiumudl_

1 | Who won the 'Golden Boot'

in France '987
| Suker Vierl Ronaldo
2 | Who won France '98?7
Croatia France Brazil

3| Who was the captain of
Argentina at France ‘987

Ortega Veron | Simeone
4 | What was Holland's position

in France '987

Third Fourth Fifth
5| Michael Owen plays for

L'pool M United | Arsenal
NEIME: i
Class ......... Roll No. ..........
School Address .............
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Davor Suker
([Croatian superstriker)
"Taking the second penally

was very tough. My heart was
beating _Ifast. )

After Croatia beat Romania.

WHiZZ KID-99

Boost winner
Rubina

Viquarunnissa Girls' High
School.

(Please bring yvour ID card
and a passport size photograph
while collecting the winners
prize from the Sport Desk of
The Daily Star on July 29 at
7:00 pm).
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GIRL POWER: American Federation Cup quartet of

S e e VATITY

(L-R) Corina Moriari, Monica Seles,

et

Lisa Raymond and Mary Joe Fernandez arriving for an official photo session at the

Neptuno Fountain in Madrid on July 23.

— AFP photo

SION, Switzer-
land, July 24:
World number one
- Martina Himi_:ts
& will lead the

strongly favoured
Swiss on home clay against de-
fending champion France on
Saturday in a Federation Cup
World Group semifinal, reports
AP.

But the Swiss teenager will
get plenty of help from up-and-
coming Patty Schnyder. who
has actually outshone her
teammate so far this season
winning five titles.

“The bar is very high.” said
French captain Yannick Noah,
who guided France to the tittle
last year.” "We are facing a team
that has the world No. 1 and a
player who just won two tour-
naments back-to-back. The
team will also benefit from the
support of 8,000 spectators.

The Swiss are the first to
admit they have the upper
hand.

"We're the favourites,” said
Hingis, who trails Schnyder
with just four titles to her name
this year. "I'm No. 1 and Patty
just won her fifth title of the
year. For us il's Lhis year or
never.’ M T :

France's task has been made
even tougher in the absence ol
its two best clay-court players —
world No. 13 Sandrine Testud
and No. 14 Mary Pierce.

Disliking Pierce's attitude in

revious Fed Cup ties, Noah re-
used to retain the former Aus-
tralian Open champion. Team
veteran  Testud, who won
France's decisive match in its
final against the Dutch last

SIX NO TRUMPS

A K Sayeedul Huq

THE KEY IS TO PRESERVE ENTRIES TO THE DUMMY

(Hand # 49)
North
&S XX
West vYyH A1098X East
&S AQIOXX 5Ok :
$H KQJXXX A wH XX
*D X D XXX
&C X South (D) &C QXXX
AS XX
YH -
¢ D KQJ1098X
_I!I_C:KJ‘IEIEI

BIDDING (East-West vulnerable)

2D* 2H
iC 35
5C Pass
Pass Pass

* Diamond suit

THE PLAY

bring home the slam contract.

Lo

South (Sayeed)  West (Mazumder)  North (Akram)  East (Mizan)

Double Pass
4NT Pass
6D Double
Pass

South opened 2 Diamonds from two good suits but 10 HCP. With
additional tens and nines in both tic suits and Heart void he thought,
they might have a game in ¢ither Diamond or Club. West overcalled 2H -
which was doubled by North for penalty. South felt uncomfortable with
the double. Hence, he showed his second suit. West came back again in
Spades but North with 3 Aces wanted to bid six which he did in spite of
the fact that South did not have any Ace. North thought his partner was
likely to have Spade King, and hence 6 Diamonds were there.

South did not have a stopper in Spades, but like North, West also thought
that South had it. As East doubled six Diamonds, West opened the King
of Hearts which was taken with the Ace, a Spade loser was thrown on the
Heart Ace. South led a small Diamond from dummy toward the King,
and when West showed out on the Queen. South entered dummy with
Club Ace and took the Club finesse. When it worked he entered dummy
with the Ace of Diamond for another Club finesse. A careful play to
preserve sufficient entries into dummy for Club finesses was necessary to

East tried to tell West by doubling that he had the King of Spades and
hence, a Spade lead was requested. West failed to get the message.

South planned very early in the game to place the Queen of clubs in East
hand as West was unlikely to have too many losers in Clubs and
Diamonds to bid Spades at three level once he was doubled in two

year. is nursing the ankle she
sprained in Palermo last week.

Instead, France will lean
heavily on world No. 10
Nathalie Tauziat, who lost to
Jana Novotna in the final at
Wimbledon this year.

Notoriously weak on clay,
Tauziat is unlikely to inspire
fear among the Swiss. Each of
Switzerland's players has
beaten the 30-year-old this
year, including Swiss No. 3
Emmanuelle Gagliardi.

Noah, who refused to reveal
the rest of his line-up until the
last possible moment on Fri-
day. will likely chose to fill out
his team with world No. 34
Amelie Mauresmo, No. 36 Julie
Halard-Decugis, seriously
plagued by injury the last two
years, and doubles specialist
Alexandra Fusai. ranked 40 in
both singles and doubles.

The only slight concerns on
the Swiss side are Hingis'
scanty tennis schedule these

ast weeks and Schnyder's
eavily loaded one.

"When you're winning, fa-
tigue doesn't exist,” said world
No. 11 Schnyder, who just
played 14 matches over the past

two weeks.  In Audsiria as 1n-

Hingis, player-in-charge

Sicily, 1 never had to exceed my
limits."

Hingis. on the other hand,
has not played since she was
eliminated in the semifinals of
Wimbledon by Novotna. Taki::f,
a week off to follow the Worl

Cup linals in Paris. the 17-year-
old returned to Zurich only last
week to resume training.

‘It won't be anything like the
tie against Argentina last year
in Zurich,” Hingis predicted. "I
don't think the load on our
shoulders is exactly crushing.

“However slim the odds
mii.{ht be for his team, Noah is
still optimistic.

“It's my fifth tie in the Fed
Cup and it's the first time were
facing an opponent stronger
than us on paper. said Noah.
who also led two French men's
teams to Davis Cup triumphs.

“1 don't need to motivate my
players for this tie.

"They know that viclory
here would be more than deli-
cious.” -

In the final on September
19-20, the winners will take on
either the United Stales or
Spain playing in the other
semifinal in Madrid.

Chang in qtrs
=

WASHINGTON,
July 24: Not even
a rainstorm could
cool Michael
Chang in the Legg
Mason Tennis
Classic, reports AP,

The tlop-seeded Chang
cruised to his 14th straight vic-
tory Thursday at the FitzGerald
Tennis Centre with a 6-4, 6-1
third-round victory over Mar-
tin Damm of the Czech Repub-
lic.

A two-time Legg Mason de-
fending champion, Chang also
won two singles matches here
last September in a Davis Cup
semifinal against Australia.

“DC’'s been a good place for
me. | feel comfortable with the
courts, the setting and the
crowd support,’ Chang said.

Chang was serving for the
first set at 5-3 when a flash of
lightening caught the players’
attention. Damm broke Chan
as play continued to the sounc
of not-so-distant thunder.

During the changeover at 5-4
the storm hit and play was de-
layed for almost 90 minutes.
Chang broke Damm's service
after the delay to win the first
set and then cruised to victory
in the second set.

Playing in much cooler con-
ditions after the storm. un-
seeded Sebastian Lareau of
Canada, sixth-seed Vincent
Spadea and seventh-seed Jim
Courier advanced with third-
round victories.

Courier took care of Davis
Cup teammate Justin Gimelstob
6-3, 6-4 and will face Chang in a

Redknapp
still out
of action

LIVERPOOL, July 24: Eng-
land midfielder Jamie Red-
knapp has undergone [urther
surgery on the knee that ruled
him out of the World Cup and
may miss the start of the new
season, reports Reuters.

The Liverpool player went
under the knﬁ': on Thursday in
a bid to sort out a cartilage tear
in his left knee and is expected
to be out of action for three
weeks.

WHi1ZZ KID-99
correct answers

l. How many goals has Del

Piero scored at France '987

Ans: O

2. How many times have

Uruguay won the World Cup?

Ans: Twice

3. Who was the highest scorer in

Italia '907

Ans: Schilachi

4. Who scored est number of

i;a]u for Holland in France '987
s: Bergkam

5. How many ODI centuries has

Tendulkar scored so far?

o Ans: 17

uarterfinal Friday.
1 Advancing earlier Thursday
were third-seed Wayne Ferreira
of South Africa, fifth-seed Filip
DeWulf of Belgium and l4th-
seed Scott Draper of Australia.
Draper beat fourth-seed By-
ron Black of Zimbabwe 6-2, 6-4.
The left-hander from Brisbane
had bounced Byron's brother,
Wayne, out of the tournament
in the second round.

Ferreira took care of his sec-
ond straight crowd-pleaser. On
Tuesday Ferreira stopped the
comeback of Jimmy Arias and
on Wednesday he ended the run
of qualifier David Caldwell,
who grew up in Richmond, Vir-

ginia,

Caldwell couldn’'t handle
Ferreira's serve, which clocked
123 mph.

Caldwell, 0-5 on the Tour be-

fore his two victories this week,

fell 7-5, 6-3.
Second-seed Andre Agassi
layed a third-round match
ater Thursday night.

Sport

'Reader’s Opinion

Everyone is asking the same
uestion, what happened to
razil? Pessimists would like

to accuse the pla for bein

insincere, the skeptic woul

smell corruption or some kind
of "European conspiracy”, and
there must also be the minority
of optimists who would like to
believe that 3-0 defeat against
France was nothing but a mo-

~mentary aberration. The big

question, how could the USA "94
champions go down so meekly?

USA '94 was not won by a
dazzling Brazilian team, such
as those of 1982 and 1986, but
by a dull and uninteresting one.
But the supporters were content,;
success alfter 24 years was the
only consideration, everything
else seemed unimportant.

One wonders what are the
differences and similarities be-
tween that Brazilian team of
USA '94 and the team this time.
The difference was basically in
defence, this time the defence
was not as neat as it was in '94.
As for the similarities, there
are many and these are quite
significant too. Even this Brazil
didn't bother much about their
midfield. and most importantly
there was little change in their
approach towards the game. It
was Roberto Carlos and Cafu.
the wing-backs, and at times
Dunga near the 18-yard box,
who would try to find Ronaldo
e
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Ahmed Munasib

or Bebeto up-front. Only occa-
sionally did we see Rivaldo
trying to initiate an attack
from the midfield.

The upshot of all these was
that with a relatively weak de-
fence and with no serious am-
bition to play attacking, Brazil
failed to dominate in most of
their matches. Using wingers
extensively can be quite effec-
tive as is displayed Holland
who used specialised wingers.
But using wing-backs as the
main source of attack, as Brazil
did, has a serious flaw; after
running some 60 odd metres of
distance the player can't put a
decent cross most of the time. It
therefore becomes virtually
impossible to keep a constant
pressure on the c;l;x nent. Why
on earth then did Brazil adopt
this tactic? Well, the wing-
backs were brought in as a de-
fensive measure because the
coaches were afraid to use spe-
cialised win%ers. Using wingers
means you lose out in defence
and you do it because you want
to dominate the game, whereas
using wing-backs means you
are not ready to sacrifice your
defence in any case but il at-
tacking opportunities come by
you would like to take it. It's
simply a matter of attitude that
is likely to be reflected in the
team's overall approach to the
game.
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THE FALLEN IDOL: A
young fan touches the
finalist medal of Brazilian
team captain Dunga,
followed by teammate Junior
Baiano, after Brazil were
defeated 0-3 by France
during the final of the
soccer World Cup '98 at
Stade de France in Saint
Denis on July 12.

— AP/UNB photo

102 entries
for US Open

WHITE PLAINS, New York.

July 24: One hundred and two of

the top 104 ranked men's play-
ers have entered the 1998 US
Open tennis championships
August 31 - Septemnber 13, tour-
nament director Jay Snyder
said Thursday, reports Reuters.

Leading the list of entries is
world number one Pete Sam-
pras, who will try to match Aus-
tralian great Roy Emerson's all-
time record of 12 Grand Slam
singles titles and tie Jimmy
Connors’ mark of five US Open
singles titles in the Open era in
the process.

The only men from the top
100 not entered in the Open are
62nd-ranked American Chris
Woodruff, who is injured, and
number 81 Boris Becker of
Germany. who is retired from
Grand Slam play.

Benfica begins
to pay off
its debt

LISBON, July 24: Cash-
strapped Lisbon club Benfica
has sold some of its real estate
to.raise money and-pay off some
of its massive debts. according

to news reports Thursday,.re-’

ports AP.

The 30-time champions
raised 900 million escudos (4.9
million dollars} from the sale
of a plot next to its 120,000-ca-
pacity Stadium ol nght. sports
daily A Bola reported.

Benfica vice-president Jose
Capristano said the club had
paid an overdue first instal-
ment of 150 million escudos
(824.000 dollars) on a bank
loan of 600 million escudos (3.2
million dollars). according to
the paper. |

A Lisbon judge last May
froze Benfica's bank accounts
because of nonpayment of the
instalment.

Capristano reportedly told
Portuguese journalists in Aus-
tria, where the Benfica squad
has a pre-season training camp,
that players would be paid their
June and July salaries when
they return to Portugal next
week.

Capristano also said Benfica
would pay English club Manch-
ester United the outstandin
sum, believed to be about 3 mil-
lion dollars, on Czech player
Karel Poborsky, signed last sea-
son, according to A Bola.

Po
.

Boris

Becker executes a forehand during his ATP
tournament match against Spaniard Felis Mantilla at
| Stuttgart on July 23. Becker won 7-6, 7-5.— AP/UNB photo

Veron snaps back

BUENOS AIRES,
July 24: Ar-
gentina midfiel-
der Juan Veron
accused journa-
lists on Thursday
of waging a vendetta against
him, denying allegations he
tested positive for cocaine and
ecstasy before the World Cup,
reports Reuters.

Veron. who had just been
bought by Parma from Samp-
doria for 20 million US dollars,
said a radio report on Wednes-

day that he tested positive for
the drugs in the season before
the World Cup in France was
false.

“They want to sink me. They
can't stand the sight of me, es-
pecially after what happened
with the journalists &t the
World Cup).” Veron told local
radio.

Veron played in all of Ar-
gentina's five matches, until
they were knocked out in the
quarter-finals by the Nether-
lands and had a tense relation-
ship with the media.

Argentine Football Associa-
tion president Julio Grondona
declined to comment on the al-
legations about Veron. ‘

"The test was carried out the
séason before the (World Cup)
and although that gentleman's
investigation has been very
good, I don’t have the right to
say anything to anyone.” Gron-
dona said.

"The only thing I can say is
that I am not obliged to say any-
thing." he added.

Just belore the finals, Ar-
gentina's team doctor said one

player from the squad had
failed a medical screening in
Buenos Aires for a banned sub-
stance. The player was not
named.

Widespread rumours that
one or more Argentine players
had failled dope tests at the
World Cup were denied by FIFA
on July 2.
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Veron insisted Argentirne
ournalists had been oul to get

im since his time at Buenos

Aires side Boca Juniors.

"All this is connected to

Maradona, from when | was
laying at Boca, because | was a
riend of Diego's," he said.

"This is all very dirty. I don't
pay any attention‘to all these
rumours, because the AFA had
already said everything it has
to say,” he said.

|

Who was the winner in France '98?

If you take a closer look
you'll see that this strategy
didn't really pay oll. There were
only two matches, namely
those against. Morocco and
Chile, that Brazil really domi-
nated the field. Among the four
semifinalists, in their 5
matches till the quarter final,
Brazil was the team with least
number of attacks (13 goals
from 31 attacks). France was
the untidy side when it comes to
scoring (10 goals from 68 at-
tacks) but still with the highest
number of attacks. Holland,
and even Croatia, had more at-
tacks to their credit than Brazil
(Holland scored 11 goals from
53 efforts, and Croatia con-
verted 8 of their 34 attacks into
goals). It's true that till the
semifinals Brazil was quite
successful in scoring but their
journey was far from comfort-
able, they had already conceded
5 goals by then. France, on the
other hand, dominated all their
matches; their not being able to
score was simply because their
strikers were going through a
bad patch, they missed at least
half a dozen open-nets.

Italy was the-only other
team in the quarterfinal that
didn't have a positive attitude
and they couldn't advance any
further. Brazil reached the final
simply because their scoring ef-
ficiency was very high, other-
wise they were hardly over-
whelming for their opponents
(in fact it was quite sad that
Holland had to leave in a

enalty shootout; they were the
Eetter side that day). France, de-
spite their problems with the
finishing touch, played purel
attacking and dominated eac
and every match they played.
They had an overcrowded mid-
field that served double duty —
apart from creating numerous
opportunities it hindered oppo-
nents' attacks right at the ori-

n.
The author is a student of
Dhaka University

Cyclists
protest

TARSCON-SUR-ARIEGE,
France, July 24: Led by Laurent
Jalabert, the Tour de France
riders today refused to start the
12th stage of the race in protest
against the on-going drugs
scandal enveloping the sport,
reports AFP.

“Just minutes before the stage
was due to start, world No. 1
Jalabert addressed race offi-
cials on the tour radio station,
saying the riders had decided to
boycott today's stage.

"This is a special day," Jal-

‘abert said. "The riders are dis-

gusted by everything that has
one on. We will not be treated -
ike cattle. Today, we will not

take to our bikes. [t's finished."

Race director Jean-Marie
Lebnance announced the start
of the 222-km stage. [rom
Tarscon to Cap D'Agde would be
delayed while he met with rid-
ers and team officials in an at-
tempt to break the impasse.

The Polish gov-
ernment held its
ground on Thurs-
day after FIFA
threatened to sus
Poland from interna-

pend
tional soccer unless sacked fed-
eration officials were rein-
stated by August 7.

"If Polish teams are sus-
pended. then this may be the
price that needs to be paid for
the recovery of Polish soccer,”
the ministry's spokesman,
Pawel Krzykowski told Reuters.

The ultimatum came after a
delegation from FIFA and
UEFA failed to resolve a dispute
between the Polish football fed-
eration (PZPN) and the Polish
government.

In May. the Polish sports
minister Jacek Debski sus-
pended the whole leadership of
the PZPN, accusing them ol in-
competence.

He dismissed the officials af-
ter they denied his inspectors
full access to association files
during an official investiga-
tion. PZPN accepted it failed to

make all documents available
but said the sports minister
over-reacted.

FIFA rules say that national
associations must be indepen-
dent of government.

A delegation from FIFA and
UEFA travelled to Poland this
week but failed to get the guar-
antees they wanted from Deb-
ski.

In a statement on Thursday,
FIFA said if the sacked mem-
bers were not reinstated "FIFA
and UEFA may suspend the Pol-
ish football federation with
immediate effect and for an un-
determined period of time,

"They will be prevented from
participating in international
competitions involving both
national representative teams
and club teams.”

Krzykowski. a spokesman
for the physical culture and
tourism office, said officials
would like to meet FIFA and
UEFA representatives again to
seek a compromise, but said the
ministry would not back down
on its decision. :

On Monday Debski offered a
compromise, calling on the

les ready to face FIFA

GENEVA, July 24:

PZPN to hand over financial
documents to a special probe
and said he would reinstate all
officials if they were cleared of
wrongdoing, this was unaccept-
able to FIFA.

In a letter to FIFA president
Joseph Blatter, Debski said that
if Poland were banned from in-
ternational competition, the
ministry would take world soc-
cer's organising body to an in-
ternational court. '

"The representatives of FIFA
and UEFA threatened to exclude
Polish teams....and if this hap-
pens the Polish side will seek to
resolve the dispute in a civil
suit in a court to international
arbitration,"” Debski wrote in
the letter.

Debski said his actions were
carried out within Polish law
and that if he reinstated PZPN
officials he would violate do-
mestic regulations.

The crisis underlined the
poor state of Polish football, af-
ter being one of Europe's ltading
soccer nations in the 1970s an
early 1980s, the national side
failed to qualify for the last
three World Cups.
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