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Varsity student |

beaten to death
allegedly by
DB police

By Staff Correspondent

A university student was al-
legedly beaten to death under
the custodv of Detective Branch
of Police yesterday evening af-
ter he was picked up from city’s
Siddheshwari area in the alter-
noon.

Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital officials identified the
youth as Shamim Reza, aged
about 24. Relatives said he was
a BBA student at a private uni-
versity. A neighbour said his
nickname was Rubel.

Shamim was pronounced
dead at the emergency section
of DMCH by doctors at 9-45 p.m.
He was brought by a group of

lainclothesmen who identi-
ied themselves as members of
the DB.

Witnesses said the healthy

See Page 12 Col 7

Visa problems: "Note

verbal’ to US
Charge d’Affaires

The Foreign Office yesterday
called in US Charge d'Affaires
Theodore Nist and handed him
a "note verbal” on harassment
of Bangladeshi nationals seek-
ing US visa allegedly by visa
and consular officers at the US
Embassy in Dhaka, reports
UNB.

A senior officer at the For-
eign Office while handing the
note requested the Charge d’Af-
faires (CDA) to take necessary
steps so that this kind of inci-
dents should not take place.

"We told him that the is-
suance of visa will depend on
credential of individual and as-
sessment of the US embassy but
Eenple apg:lying for visa should

e treated politely,” the official
told UNB.

The matter was informally
raised on several occasions in
the past, but this is for the first
time it has been taken up offi-

See Page 12 Col 2
Pak embassy’s
clarification

Pakistan High Commission,
in a clarification yesterday,
said the statement attributed to
Senator Akram Zaki was not
made by him during his visit to
Hanq%adﬂsh. reporis BSS.

e High Commission said
when it approached the senator
he expressed his surprise to
know that his name has been
dragged into an interview
which he had not granted.

Senator Zaki was quoted by
the High Commission as em-

See Page 12 Col 2
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All BNP MPs to deposit letters
of resignation with Begum Zia

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP high command has
decided that all the party MPs
will deposit their letters of res-
ignation from the Jaliya
Sangsad with party chief and
Leader of the Opposition in the
House Begum Khaleda Zia.

The highest decision-mak-
ing body of BNP — the National
Standing Committee — has also
authorised the party chief to
"decide, if necessary, on resig-
nation from the Sangsad at an
appropriate time after dis-
cussing the overall political
situation in the country”.

The standing committee, at a
meeting on Wednesday night
with Begum Zia in the chair,
took the decisions after more
than three hours of stormy de-

bate ending at 11:35 pm.

When approached by news-
men, after the meeting, neither
Begum Zia nor any other leader
said anything about the deci-
sions. A press release contain-
ing resolutions adopted at the
meeting was Issued yesterday.

The decisions came in the
wake of debates in the main op-
position garty's rank and file
on some 30 BNP MPs' deposit-
ing their resignation letters
with the party chief last week.

The meeting. held at the Op-
position Leader's Minto Road
official residence, further de-
cided that the ENP lawmakers
would deposit their resignation
letters in prescribed f[orms
through the Chief Whip of the

ﬂp}ﬁ)ﬁltion.
1e standing committee said
that some BNP lawmakers'

depositing resignation letters
with Begum Zia was "not appro-
riate” before the party took a
inal decision on the issue.
Justifying the decision of
keeping the party lawmakers'
resignation letters ready, the
committee alleged that tzr op-
position MPs were not allowed
to play their due role in the
Sangsad and participate in de-
velopment work in their respec-
tive constitluencies. "The BNP
MPs have been cornered in and
outside the House".
It further alleged that the
rovernment had turned the
sangsad into a one-party House

where the opposition members
were subjected to false accusa-
tions and were maligned by the
Treasury Bench members. The
opposition legislators were not

even allowed to reply to the gov-
ernment-initiated false accusa-

tions on the floor of the House,

it went on.

The standing committee
blamed the Speaker for 'not be-
ing neutral’ in running the af-
fairs of the House, and accused
the government of 'not imple-
menting its agreements with
the Opposition.

[t also alleged that BNP MPs
were being subjected to political
harassment and were deprived

of their due share in the par-
See Pave 12 (ol 6

Extra 4-page special every day

@The Daily Star

VOL. VIII NO.179 REGD. NO.DA 781 INTERNET: http://www dailystarnews.com SRAVAN

LEASE FINANCING
Are You Lookigg For Financial Assistance In

+ Capital Machinery ¢ Vehicle ke Luxury Buses,

# Heavy Construction Equipmeant Microbuses Trucks, Tractors

«  Medical Equipment Cargo Camers, Pick-Up, Cany

v Manne Transpon + LifsElevalors

»  Generalor & Boder « Ar Conditoning Plants
PHOENIX LEASING COMDPANY LTD.

Shadhinata Bhaban (1st ) 88, Motijheeal C/A, Dhaka
Phone: 9569007 (Auto Hunting
hyrabad Branch, R M. House. 31 Agrabad C/A, Cig. Ph : 710089, Fax : T10086

) Fax : 9587787

| Speaker should keep!

himself above all
feuds: Samad Azad

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET,. July 23: Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad
has said that the Speaker
should keep himself above all
types of party feuds.

"He should even be careful
about ﬁaaslng comments
against the opposition parties.

ere should be no criticism
from one holding this presti-
gious post,” he said. "All should
give up nasty politics.”

Samad Azad was addressing
as chief guest at the foundation
laying ceremony of an exten-
sion of the Sylhet Press Club
building this wentnr{.

Refuting the allegation of
postponing the function of
railway station renovation pro-

ect on July 11, the Foreign

inister said, "It was simply a
matter of the Communication
Ministry and the Railway. Not a
single official of the Railway or
of the district administration
was present at the so-called
foundation laying function at
the premises of Sylhet Railway
Stationon July 11."

The Railway officials had
informed me that there should
be a proper and long-term plan
about the proposed new station.
Accordingly, it will be done in
time."

Giving a list of the {:levelni:r-
ment dpmjects being imple-
mented in the Sylhet division,

See Page 12 Col 1
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Flood-hit people in the city*ﬁ low-lying areas using boats as means of communication.

Attention to infrastructure, social sectors pra

%

1sed

Raise in defence budget a step

in wrong direction: WB

The World Bank has praised
the government's targeting the
infrastructure and social sec-
tors for improvement through
bigger allocations in the na-
tional budget for [iscal 1998-99.

But it has termed some ex-
penditure allocations including
the increased defence expendi-
ture as 'steps in the wrong di-
rection

"A positive feature of the
proposed Tk 136 billion ADP is
the increase in the shares of in-
frastructure and social sectors,
which together account for over
47 per cent of total ADP alloca-
tions,” said the Bank's Periodic
Economic Update.

But it pointed out that the to-
tal budgetary allocation for de-
fence has been increased to Tk
2900 crore and said. "The de-
fence budget is almost equiva-
lent to the cost of one Primary
Education Development Project
(PEDP) every year. A 2 to 3 per
cent cut in the defence budget
would be enough to sustain the
Female Secondary Stipend Pro-
ject from the government's own
resources.”

The Bank also observed that
there was considerable room
for 'improving efficiency ol the
ADFP' and for better prioritising

the projects contained in it.

Alternatives

Our next issue of Alternatives will come
out on 29 July 1998 in The Duily Star and
the theme for the issue is Urban Public

Toilet.

Scholars, researchers, activists and all
other interested parties at home and
abroad are requested to send their articles
by 26 July 1998 to Dr Imtiaz Ahmed, Exe-
cutive Director, Centre for Alternatives,
Room No. 431, Lecture Theatre, Arts
Building, Dhaka University, Dhaka-1000.
Tel: 9661900-59, Ext: 4550; Fax: (8802)
836769; E-mail: imtiaz@bangla.net

By Inam Ahmed

It pointed out that allowing
scare budgetary resources Lo be
released and spent on the large
number of unanruved projects
stretiches development budget
too thin, delays project comple-
tion and results in the post-
ponement of the stream of ben-
efits.

The Bank also said the re-

(zas reserve

More wells have
to be drilled at
Bibiana for

real figure
By Staff Correspondent

Some more development
wells will have to be drilled at
the Bibiana structure before an
estimate of the gas reserve could
be made, official sources said
yesterday.

It has been reported in the
media that gas reserve at the
Bibiana structure is estimated
at four trillion cubic feet,

"It is not possible to come out

See Page 12 Col 2

current expenditure allocations
should be made more transpar-
ent and their composition
should be improved.

Inevitably, this year's block
allocation of Tk 14.2 billion or
nearly nine per cent of total
non-development expenditures
is an example of non-trans-

See Page 12 Col 6

DU tense: Rival
JCD factions

hold processions
By DU Correspondent

Tension spread among ac-
tivists of the BNP-backed
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD])
at the Dhaka University as two
rival factions, which clashed
on Wednesday. brought out sep-
arate processions on the cam-
pus yesterday.

Later, the activists of Anney
group chased those of Pintu
group out of the campus at
around 12:30 pm.

Witnesses said that JCD city
unit president Nasiruddin
Pintu earlier entered the cam-
pus with a group of outsiders at

See Page 12 Col 5
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"Problems of governance must be

— Star photo

La Nina effect

HONG KONG, July 23: The
wealher pattern Known as La
Nina., expected to bring heavy
rain to Asia this year, meteo-
rologists say, reports AFP.

La Nina, Spanish for little
girl. usually forms directly al-
ter El Nino years and is not
considered as destructive,

During La Nina, the equato-
rial Pacific Ocean drops to un-
usually low temperatures com-
pared with abnormally high
temperatures during El Nino.

Rob Allan, a climate re-
searcher with Ausiralia's
Commonwealth Scientific and
Industrial Research Organisa-
tion (CSIRO), said the biggest
impact [rom La Nina would be
felt in countries bordering the
India and Pacific Oceans.

"If it occurs there is the pos-
sibility of massive problems,”
Allan said

Meteorologisls in
Bangladesh and Nepal say their
climates are already feeling the
eflects of La Nina. raising lears
of extensive flooding this year.

Experts in Nepal say the Hi-
malayan country has n ex-
periencing daily downpours in
mid-hilly and low-land tropi-
cal regions since the beginning
of the monsoon season. The
rains have already flooded
many areas.

Bangladesh, ravaged by La

See Page 12 Col 4
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Turag, Buriganga swell further
Flood situation in

The overall flood situation
deteriorated yesterday with fur-
ther rise of water levels in the
country's three major river
basins, reports BSS.

The gushing waters from up-
stream would aggravate the sit-
uation during the next two days,
said the Flood Forecasting and
Warning Center.

The major rivers im:]udinf
the Brahmaputra (Jamuna),
Ganges (Padma) and Meghna
continued to rise and were flow-
ing above their danger levels at
20 points across the north,
northwestern, northeastern
and central parts of the country.

The flooding has also wors-
ened in the suburban areas of
Dhaka as the Turag river was
flowing 41 centimetre and 19
centimetre above the danger
level at Mirpur and Tongi this
morning while the Buriganga
hﬂ-ntﬂrlﬁ touched the danger

a further rise of 9
centmelre,

Officials said with the
rolling waters from the upper
riparian areas the [lood situa-
tion in 19 of the 33 affected dis-

i Dhaka alarming

tricts has deteriorated. In most
districts, standing crops on a
vast area of land and livestocks
were washed away and homes
inundated with the collapse of
embankments and burst of
river waters.

According to disaster man-
agement ministry estimates,
the number of the affected peo-

le stands at 7,502,109 as the
pod hit 1249 unions of 174
thanas in 33 districts.

They said the government
has so far sanctioned 2 481
tonnes of rice or wheat and Tk
40.50,000 in cash besides sa-
rees, lungis and biscuits for the
affected people.

Chittagong, Comilla,
Madaripur and Jamalpur are
the worst-hit districts where
the flood disrupted the lives of
millions of people, many of
whom were compelled to shift
to safer areas. -

With the improvement of
flooding in the southeastern
hill basin., the situation in
Chittagong returning to nor-
mal.

See Page 12 Col 8

Tajuddin's leadership
was unique: President

President Shahabuddin Ah-
med yesterday described former
prime minister Tajuddin
Ahmed as a talented statesman
whose outstanding leadership
helped achieve independence
within nine months, reports
UNB.

"The charisma of Banga-
bandhu and organising capabil-
ity of Tajuddin” showed the
light at that critical time of the
Liberation War, he said a dis-
cussion meeting on the 73rd
birth anniversary of the late
leader.

The President said the un-
precedented leadership Tajud-
din Ahmed had demonstrated
while leading the war to a suc-
cess is rare in the contemporary
history.

He described Tajuddin as a
trusted disciple of the Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
said he had performed all tasks
bestowed upon him.

Citing the story of Ra-
mayana, the President said
"Taéuddin's relation with the
leader (Bangabandhu) was simi-
lar to that between Rama and
his younger brother Bharat.

he Tajuddin Smrity
Sangsad organised the discus-
sion at the Engineers’ Institu-
tion. Eminent educationist Prof
Khan Sarwar Murshid presided.

LGRD Minister Zillur Rah-
man, Prof Sardar Fazlul Karim,
Prof Anisuzzaman. Prof

— -

resolved for fruitful reforms'

By Staff Correspondent

A %rnup of economists and
social researchers yesterday
said unless the government in-
stitutions are reformed and
made people friendly. economic
and policy reforms would yield
little results.

The group who authored the
third Independent Review of
Bangladesh's Development
(IRBD) prepared by the Centre
for Policy Dialogue (CPD) also
said efficient and quality gov-
ernance is the key to develop-
ment.

Prof Rehman Sobhan who
led the team which prepared the
report, the third in a row, said
"unless the problems of gover-
nance are resolved, we will not
be able to generate policy of our
owT1."

"You cannot implement
policies because of the extstinﬁ
administrative structure an

L political problems surrounding

these." he said in a press briet-
ing prior to the launching of the
IRBD on Sunday. _

He said the preparation ol
the report was a challenge to the
authors to demonstrate
Bangladesh's carahl]ity lo
maintain size and quality in
preparing such a comprehen-
sive report.

This year the theme of the
IRBD report is ‘crisis in gover-
nance.’'

Prof Sobhan said the admin-
istration has no accountability
to the society and the people
and there had not been any pro-
cess of consultation done with
the people on the projects.

Prof Wahiduddin Mahmud,
who wrote a chapter on macroe-
conomic manaﬁement and re-
forms, said although economic
and price reforms had been car-
ried out over the years, private
investment is not yet respond-

ing to these changes.

He said it is now the issue of
overnment which must be ad-
ressed to create the environ-

ment for investment and the
government must impose and
implement regulatory Irame-
work conducive (o the market
economy.

"We have failed in institu-
tional reforms of the judiciary,
administration, state-owned
enterprises, public utilities and
tax administration which is
breeding corruption,” he said.
“It is now a question of devising
means Lo combat corruption.”

Prof Mahmud said the peo-
ple will be benefitted if the ad-
ministration is made efficient
and quality of democratic gov-
ernance is improved.

He said economic policy re-
forms will not work unless in-
stitutional reforms are made.
This would require public

awareness and political com-
mitment, he added.

Dr Debapriya Bhatty-
acharia, who wrote on the state
of governance in the banking
sector, said the financial sector
epitomises the problems in-
volved with lack of institu-
tional reforms.

"The sustainability of the
current five per cent growth of
the economy will critically de-
pend on how the financial sec-
tor is managed,” said Dr
Bhattyacharia. "The crisis of
the sector lies with the moni-
toring and regulatory mecha-
nism."

He said the rate of classified
loans is going up instead of
falling which is posing a grave
problem to the banking sector.

Dr Omar Haider Chowdhury,
who contributed a chapter on
fiscal management and

See Page 12 Col 1

Rehman Sobhan, Editor of
Bhorer Kagoj Matiur Rahman,
Editor of The Daily Star Mah-
fuz Anam and Syed Hasan
Imam took part in the discus-
sion.

Paying homage to Tajuddin,
the President said Tajuddin had
never deviated from his com-
mitment to the country and
kept the national interest above
personal or family interest.

"The selflessness was the
unique quality of Tajuddin's
character,” he said adding "I

See Page 12 Col 4
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Final draft of
Nat'l Health
Policy handed
over to PM

Final draft of the National
Health Policy was handed over
to Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina at her office yesterday,
reports UNB.

The 26-member health pol-
icy formulation committee,
headed by Health Minister
Salah Uddin Yusuf, handed
over the draft policy to her at a
simple function.

The main objective of the
policy will be to reach the best
possible health service to the
people, and ensure the avail-
ability of treatment for the poor
in urban and rural areas.

The policy will also contain
guidelines to maintain the
quality of government health
services at all levels, includin
the thana and union levels, an
integrated programmes to in-
crease the nutrition level, par-
ticularly of mothers and chil-
dren,

The policy will provide steps
to control child and maternal
death and bring it down to an
acceptable level in next five
years, increase delivery facili-

See Page 12 Col 3

Bhutanese King
won'’t attend
SAARC summit

COLOMBO, July 23: King
Jigme Singye Wangchuk of
Bhutan, who recently relin-
quished much of his authority
to an elected Cabinet, will not
attend a summit of South Asian
nations this month and will
send his new head of govern-
ment instead, it was announced
Thursday, reports AP.

Ravinatha Aryasinha, the
Foreign Ministry spokesman
for host country Sri Lanka,
confirmed the king will miss
his first of the 10 summits held
by the South Asia Association
for Regienal Cooperation. The
delegation will be led by For-
eign Minister Jigmi Thinley.

Two weeks ago, the 150-
member National Assembly
endorsed a royal edict transfer-
ring executive powers from the
king-to the cabinet, and subse-
quently held an election for
cabinet minister for the first
time in the history of Bhutan's
91-year-old monarchy.

TUs at Ctg port
split over
setting up

new terminal

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Julﬂ 23: Tra-
de union bodies at Chittagong
port are divided over the ins-
tallation of a private container
terminal at Patenga by an
American company, port
sources said.

Ruling party-backed Dock
Jatiya Sramik League welcomed
the move of the government for
setting up the private container
terminal here and formed a
committee named "Prime Mi-
nister's plan implementation
council”, port sources added.

See Page 12 Col 7

Radio Journalist

The BBC World Service is looking for a journalist to join
its Bengali Service in London on a 3 year fixed-term contract.
The service is a key provider of news about major global,
national and South Asian events to Bengali-speaking audiences
around the world. Our listeners are concentrated in Bangladesh
and India and we broadcast four times a day covering news and
current affairs as well as sport, science and the environment.

Journalistic duties involve translating, editing and writing
scripls, preparing news bulletins, interviews, radio reports and
features, programme editing, production and live studio
presentation. You will be joining a committed and motivated

team of skilled journalists.

Y ou must be able to demonstrate:

Bengali as your first or equivalent language. .

A current knowledge, in-depth understanding and
experience of Bangladesh, its history, politics, social
issues, mindsets and attitudes. |

A minimum of 2 years' recent journalistic experience
relevant to the target area as well as proven creative

ability.

Good English and the ability to summarise and translate
quickly and accurately from English in a style suitable for

broadcasting.

An in depth knowledge of and interest in World affairs and

South Asian affairs.

Degree level education or equivalent.

A clear and authoritative microphone voice.

Ability to use initiative and work effectively as a.team
member, often under extreme pressure. ‘
Ability to use computer keyboards and to achieve
competence in new production and broadcasting

technology.

To apply please send a detailed Curriculum Vitae in
English only, giving evidence of your relevant skills,
knowledge and achievements to clearly demonstrate how you

meet the above requirements to:

BBC World Service Recruitment Office, (Ref DS/92923),
Room 111 NE Wing, Bush House, Strand, London
WC2B4PH, England enclosing a large self-addressed envelope.
Applications must be received in London by 14 August 1998.

Assessments are scheduled for September and Selection
Panel Interviews for October/November 1998.
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