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Army should
be deployed
in ports, 1f
needed:
FBCCI

The Federation of Bang-
ladesh Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI) has
supﬁested deployment of army
in the ports to restore discipline
for boosting export. reports
UNB.

In a set of recommendations
submitted to the Prime Minis-
ter recently, the apex body of
the business community also
urged the government to stop
labour union activities to free
the ports from continuous
labour unrest and programmes
like hartal and blockade,
sources concerned said.

"To bring back discipline, if
necessary, army should be en-
trusted with the total control of
the ports.” the FBCCI said in
one recommendation.

An unhealthy situation is
revailing in the ports due to
requent labour unrest on even
trivial issues creating obstacles
to normal export-import activi-

ties.

It also urged for privatising
all port-related services.

The labour unions at the
ports are opposing the setting
up of a private container termi-
nal near the Chittagong Port.
They fear that many will lose

See Page 12 Col 2

Star Weekend

Magazine

Over the twenty five years
Underprivileged Children's
Educational Programme
(UCEP) has from it's humble
beginnings, developed into an
institution which operates 30
General schools all over the
country and at present have
an aggregate of over 20,000
children enrolled in them.

Read about the UCEP's fairy
tale success story this Friday.
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— Inside Today
Article

President Clinton
in China:
Convergence of
Interests
Column: The Horizon

this Week
by Arshad-uz Zaman
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One-page supplement
on the National Day
of Egypt
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A flood-hit village at Char Iswardia in Mymensingh Sadar Thana (left) and a village at Sainoubar Char in Sherpur bein

Flood situation

‘The flood situation in 16 dis-
tricts. mostly in northern part
of the country, deteriorated yes-
terday with the inundation of
fresh areas, reports UNB.

Two more persons died in
the flood raising the official
death toll to 50. The unofficial
figure is much higher with one
more death yesterday in Sylhet
where four persons of village
Lohajhari were also reported
missing.

The situation in southern
districts has slightly improved
while it remained unchanged in

six other affected districts, offi-
cials said.

4« The fotecast by the FloodIn-

formation Centre said the flood

deteriorates in
16 districts

situation in the central part of
the country within the Meghna
basin may further aggravate.

Fresh areas submerged yes-
terday were in the districts of
Madaripur. Jamalpur, Manik-
ganj, Narayanganj, Chapaina-
wabganj, Nilphamari, Nao-
gaon, Bagura, Munshiganj,
Gaibandha, Rangpur, Faridpur,
Feni, Comilla. Kurigram and
Chandpur.

According to the Flood Con-
trol Centre, 6481,597 people in
172 thanas of 32 districts have
been affected by the flood.

Our Correspondent from Ra-
jshahi reports: The overall
flood situation has further de-

See Page 12 Col 1
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WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE
OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON I/A, DHAKA,
TEL : 8059857, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985
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Speaker, FM rivalry causing
division in Sylhet AL

From Igbal Siddiquee

Things went open when the
Speaker strongly criticised the
Foreign Minister at the founda-

SYLHET, July 22: The long-
drawn rivalry between Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad
and::raktr Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury has reached a hlﬁh
pitch, causing a division in the
rank and file in the district
Awami League, insiders in the
party said.

Accusations and counter-ac-
cusations by the two ruling
party stalwarts in the last few
days have frayed lemﬁcrs in the
rival camps leaving the admin-
istration worried about "armed
clashes any time”.

The two leaders are making
statements against each other
in public and in interviews with
national and local dailies al-
most every day.

Most of the MPs of the region

+ have also taken sides in the sit-
tiorrpar<- "
I ties are trying to cash in, say-

uation and the

ing, this would stand in the way

of development of the Sylhet
division.

- Abdus Samad Azad

_—

%
il.

Fltium;.ru;l Rashid Chg

tion stone laying ceremony of
the Sylhet Railway Station
Modernisation Project on July
11 last.

He alleged that the Forei
Minister had influenced Rail-
way officials to postpone the
pre-scheduled programme. The
Speaker also accused the For-
eign Minister of creating obsta-
cles in all the development ac-
tivities in the Sylhet region.

The Railway officials had
cancelled the programme a few
days ahead of the schedule. But
the Sadar thana AL organised
the programme on the same day
at the Railway station where
the Speaker laid the foundation
in absence of Railway officials.
Five front-ranking AL leaders
and parliament members from
Sylhet region — Prime Minis-
ter's -Parliamgntary Affairs Ad-

See Page 12 Col 3
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731 persons, 312 cos pay 56 pc income & corporate taxes

Concerted action needed to
reduce revenue leakage : WB

Evasion of income tax and
corporate tax remains high as
only 731 individuals and 312
companies account for 56 per
cent of total personal income
tax and corporate tax collected.

Quoting this official statis-
tics, the World Bank in an
analysis of the national budget
for fiscal 1998-99 said the gov-
ernment should announce a
concerted programme of action
almed at reducing revenue
leakages.

The Bank in its Periodic
Economic Update of July 1998,
said the targeled revenue

owth of 10.6 per cent in the
udget is achievable, bul very
conservative.

The target could be achieved
without much improvement in
tax administration but increas-
ing the revenue effort is of cru-

By Inam Ahmed

cial importance since the rev-
enue base is extremely narrow,
it noted.

The update lauded reduction
of the maximum tariff rate, ex-
pansion of VAT base and in-
creased supplementary duty on
luxury items, saying these will
improve efficiency and equity
of taxation system.

It also welcomed reduction
of the maximum tariff rate
from 42.5 per cent to 40 per cent
and said this would not reduce
revenue collection as antici-
pated in the budget.

The Bank said the govern-
ment should consider gradual
reduction of the top rate further
while further reducing duties on
raw materials and intermediate

S.

A number of other tax mea-

sures have been welcomed by

the Bank because of their im-
pact on improving customs
administration, - increasin
domestic competitiveness an
reducing costs of business.

For example, reduction of
the number of non-zero cus-
toms duty rates from six to five
will improve customs adminis-
tration and reduce the discre-
tion given to customs officials.

Other measures like rapid
clearance system for imported
goods, expansion of VAT base,
participatory system for deter-
mining the annual sales of
small traders and retailers and
compression of personal in-
come tax rate structure have
also been praised by the WB.

But it also came down heav-
ily on exemption and conces-
sions in tax which, it said, af-

See Page 12 Col 6

'Loan defaulters to be barred from

contesting FBCCI polls Oct 15

Bank loan defaulters will be
barred from becoming office-
bearers of the country's apex
chamber, according to new
rules announced ahead of the
E.l‘];l:tjﬂﬂ scheduled for October

Anybody "adjudged insol-
vent or convicted by court for
criminal bank loan default”
will not be allowed to compete,
an FBCCI official said quoting
the new rules.

The FBCCI election board
decided last night that pollin
would take place on October 15,
exactly a week before the in-
cumbents end their two-year
term.

The move comes amid
growing protests in the civil so-
ciety against willful defaulters
as the national chamber pre-
pares for the biennial battle

| that brings business barons

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

along with top political leaders
into a nerve-wrecking fray.

The election board, headed
by Ali Ashraf, MP, has also
framed a new set of rules that
prohibit projection meetings in
posh hotels and expensive

methods wooing voters that
have marked FBCCI elections
in recent years.

Candidates will not be al-
lowed to bring out processions,
raise slogans, use microphones

See Page 12 Col 7
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JCD factions
clash in front
of BNP chief

By Nazmul Ashraf

Rival JCD factions were en-
aged in a fist fight last night in
ﬁ*unl of BNP Chairperson Be-
um Khaleda Zia when the
ader of the Opposition was
leaving her Minto Road official
residence.

The fight was a sequel to
clashes between the rival
groups on the Dhaka University
campus earlier on the dagcij
which one activist was stabbed.

Supporters and leaders of
the two groups had waited since
early evening while Begum Zia
was chairing a meeting of the

arty Standing Committee at

er Minto Road residence. As
she emerged at 11:45 pm [rom
the three-hour meeting, they
began complaining to her,
shouting and yelling. She at-
tempted to calm down the agi-
tated students.

See Page 12 Col 1
Intra-party conflict
JCD leader
injured on
DU campus

A central leader of the Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) was
injured when his rivals at-
tacked him following intra-
party conflict on Dhaka Uni-
versity campus yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

Shahabuddin Laltu, joint
secretary of JCD, suffered in-
juries in his face when his ri-
vals allegedly belong to the
Pintu group hit him with sh
weapons in front of DUCS
Collection Centre at about 12:30

m.
e The incident occurred after
JCD's scheduled programmes of
procession and rally on the
campus.

With serious injuries Laltu
could e to escape from
the kers and took shelter
at the teacher's lounge of the
Arts Faculty. He was later
rushed tp a private clinic.

Police recovered the blood

_staln chopper from .the spot.

None was arrested till 6 pm
yesterday.

SSC results
likely on
Sunday

CHITTAGONG, July 22: The
results of this s SSC exam-
inations. held under five educa-
tion boards of the country, are
expected to be published simul-
taneously on Sunday, reports
UNB.

A senior official at the Chit-
tagong Education Board said
necessary preparations to an-
nounce the results have been
completed.

Day and Date :
Time
Place

professionals.

Cordially,

Mahfuz Anam
Editor, The Dirily Stur

ANNOUNCEMENT
Mock Interview Workshop

The Daily Star Young Entrepreneurs and \
Professionals Group cordially invite
you fo attend a Mock Interview
Workshop scheduled as follows:,

Friday, July 24, 1998
10:00 am to 12:00 noon
British Council Auditorium

Employment interview specialists and corporate
recruiters will comprise the "Interview Board" to con-
duct some mock interviews from among the partici-
pants present there. This will be followed by a
detailed analysis of successful job interview tech-
niques. This workshop is targeted to the unemployed
youth, would-be university graduates and young

If you are interested to attend this workshop,
please contact Rafi Hossain (mobile: 017540076) or
Quazi Mahmud Ahmed (017561861) for details. You |
may also contact them today at The Daily Star (PABX:
866772-4) between 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm.

We look forward to seeing you there! l

PABX: 866772-4, Fax: 863035

Quazi Mahmud Ahmed I
Coordinator, Mock
Interview Workshop
Mobile: 017561861
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Police raid LTTE hideout ahead of sur{lmit

Explosive-laden jack

ets designed

for suicide bombers found

COLOMBO, July 22: Anti-ter-
rorism police uncovered explo-
sives-laden jackets designed for
suicide bombers when they
raided a Tamil rebel hideout in
Colombo, where seven South
Asian leaders will hold a sum-
mit next week, a senior police
officer said today, report agen-
cies.

Acting on information from
suspects detained in a pre-
summit roundup, police from
the Terrorism Investigation
Department raided a mil-
owned grocery store in Jampet-
tah Street on July 13 and ar-
rested the owner, said the offi-
cer, speaking on condition of

anonymnity. Police had kept the
operation secret until today.

Five more people were ar-
rested as a result of the interro-
gation of the store owner, who
is from the northern Tamil city
of Jaffna. Police also discov-
ered three jackets, each con-
cealing one kilogram (2.2

unds) of explosives. Another

ilogram of explosives was
found in a container.

The jackets used by human
bombers are trademark equip-
ment of the Liberation s of
Tamil Eelam, the rebel group
fighting for an independent
homeland for the minority
Tamils in the north and the

cast of this island country off
India's southern coast. More
than 54,000 people have died in
the insurrection since it flared
into an armed conflict in 1983.

Leaders from Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Nepal, the Mal-
dives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka
are to begin a three-day annual
meeting from July 29.

Amid mounting security
concerns, a top luxury hotel,
where heads of SAARC member
nations would stay during next
week's summit here, was yes-
terday closed for public for 11
days.

Days before the SAARC
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9 state-owned textile mills to

be handed over to workers

Nine loss-making state-
owned textile mills will be
handed over to their workers
and employees shortly.

This was decided at a meet-
ing of a high-powered govern-
ment committee on loss-mak-
ing industries in jute and textile
sectors yesterday.

The committee, headed by
Finance Minister S A M S Kib-
ria at its meeting gave full au-

| thority to the Textile Ministry

By Rafiq Hasan

for handing over the mills to
the workers to fulfil an earlier
commitment of Prime Minister.
Sheikh Hasina. ‘

The meeting also formed an-
other committee headed b
State Minister for Textiles A
M Jahangir to complete the
handover,

Industries Minister Tofail
Ahmed, State Minister for Tex-
tiles A K M Jahangir, State
Minister for Jute Faizul Hugq.

<of the high-

State Minister for Labour and
Manpower Abdul Mannan, sec-
retaries of the respective min-
istries, five parliament mem-
bers and a number of labour
leaders who were also member
powered committee
attended the meeting, held at
the conference room of Finance
Ministry.

The meeting also adopted a
set of recommendations made

See Page 12 Col 2
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INVITED TO STUDY IN THE

'MEET WITH ADMISSIONS OFFICERS FROM
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ACCREDITED AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES

And a Secondary School for Girls in Pensylvania,
plus a University for Women in Nebraska

'IMMEDIATE ACCEPTANCE IF QUALIFIED|

Aviation, Business, Computers, Engineering, Hotels, etc.

Located in California, Carolina, lllinois, Maryland,
Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee, Virginia

¢ How to choose the right university.

¢ How to make application for admission.
¢ How to get maximum transfer of credits.
¢ Understanding the student visa process.

¢ Financial aid and student employment.

ATTEND FREE SEMINAR

DHA

Free Services

INTER-ED

7pm Friday 24 July 98
KA SHERATON HOTEL

T

Since 1972



