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Ban on sending women abroad

as housemaids, nurses

The government has decided
to totally banr  sending of
women abroad as housemaids
and nurses, report agencies.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Employment of
Bangladesh Nationals in for-
eign countries.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad presided over the
meeting held at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

The ban on maid servants
was already there, but with
some relaxation. The decision
not to allow nurses was taken
yesterday.

The meeting was informed
that the government has set
manpower rt target of 2.02
lakh workers mainly to the
Middle East and far eastern
countries during the current

year.

The countries include Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, United Arab
Emirates, Oman, Qatar,
Bahrain, Singapore, Malaysia,
Libya and South Korea.

The meeting was told that
1.18.986 workers have been
sent abroad in six months to
June this year.

Remittance from the expa-
triate wage earners in 1997-98
rose to Tk 6536.58 crore, up 3.61

per cent from the previous year.
The meeting decided to open

Labour Wing at Bangladesh
missions in Dubai, Seoul and
Singapore to explore new

labour markets and ensure wel-
fare of the Bangladeshi workers
there. At present, 10 labour
wings are working in different
missions abroad.

It decided to impart trainin
to 3.000 people as chef an
waiter for employment in
Bangladeshi restaurants in UK.
The Tourism Ministry will un-
dertake a project for this in
consultation with the Restau-
rant Owners' Association in
Britain. The training centre
will be located in Sylhet.

Briefing newsmen after the
meeting, Labour and Manpower
Secretary Mohammad Ahsan
Ali Sarkar said initiatives
would be taken to explore new
labour markets in South
Africa, Namibia. Botswana,
and Malawi. He said there is a
bright chance for professionals
in getting jobs in these coun-
tries.

In reply to a question,
Sarkar said about 12,000 fe-
male workers are employed
abroad as nurse, house maids,

‘cleaners and garment workers.

Of them, about 5.000 female

in manu-

workers are working
industries in

facturing
Malaysia.

Asked about the low target of
exporting manpower this year
compared with the {)revluua
year, the Labour Secretary said
economic recession
East Asian countries including
Malaysia may be the reason be-
hind it.

He said export of manpower
may also decline to Kuwait,

Oman and UAE. But the export
prospect of Bangladeshis in
Saudi Arabia appears bright
this year.

A{:curdinE to a statistics,
64.583 workers have already
been sent to Saudi Arabia in
past six months till June while
another 80,000 to 90,000 are

likely to be exported to this oil
rich country In next six
months.

The Labour Secretary said
one major weakness of
Bangladeshi workers is that
they can't speak in English. As
a result, workers from the
Philippines and Sri Lanka are
doin better than the
Bangladeshi workers in terms
of rate. He said steps would
be taken so that trained and
skilled manpower could be ex-
ported.
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communicable diseases,
discussants observed.

A large number of people in
the city live in open spaces.

arks and slums, which do not

ave adequate toilet facilities.
These people use sireet corners
and vacant places to respond to
the call of nature, the speakers
pointed out.

Besides, public toilet facili-
ties are also insufficient in ma-
jor shopping centres like the
Stadium, Baitul Mukarram,
New Market and Chandni
Chowk in the city. The situa-
tion is also leading Feﬂple to use
street corners or footpaths to
respond to the call of nature.

A similar situation is also
found in some other public

laces like bus terminals,

nals and the-rail-

war stations where the public

toilet facilities hardly exist,
they noted.

There are only 30 public toi-
lets for a population of about 80
lakh ple in Dhaka city, re-
vealed a recent study carried out
%y; the Centre For Alternatives.

ese toilets are again unusable
for lack of maintenance, the
speakers observed.

Special attention was also
drawn to the plight of women
inhabitants of the city who
hardly have any toilet facilities
available for them.

For the sake of impmvlng
public health condition an
Frnﬂdlng a safer environment
or the city dwellers, the au-
thorities need to focus attention
on urban toilet facilities im-
mediately, the discussants said.

In the rural areas. some
NGOs are involved in develop-
ing toilet and sanitation facili-
ties. but such an attempt is
lacking in the urban areas par-

ticularly in the slums, Lhey

US, Pakistan
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their problems.” particularly
the Kashmir dispute, the state-
ment said.

Slow progress was reported
out of India where Talbott held
two days of talks with Indian
officials.

"Both sides are looking for
areas of agreement,” US Em-
bassy spokesman in India. Kiki
Munshi. told reporters Tuesday.
“This is a process. It's not a one-
shot thing. There is steady
movement.”

the

Carmichael
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Refused by the collage au-
thorities, the unruly admission
seckers damaged the doors and
window panes of some depart-
mernts.

Later, Academic Council of
the college decided to close the
college sine die to avert further
trouble on the campus.

However, examinations of
the college will be held as per
the schedule.

201 pvt firms
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due to either the failure to make
profits or managerial ineffi-
ciency or perhaps, diversion of
profits for personal gains
rather than servicing debts, it
added.

The bank authorities have
been either unwilling or unable
to retrieve the debts from the
firms that have borrowed heav-
ily and exceeded the time limit
to repay. The failure to recover
loans has ruined the reputation
of the bank authorities, the

document pointed out.

noted.

The participants also fo-
cused on finding an alternative
mechanism to address the issue
without burdening the govern-
nient exchequer.

An appropriate technology
should be adopted while in-
creasing the number of public
toilets in the urban areas,
stressing on the aspects of user
friendliness, accessibility, cost
effectiveness and their man-
agement. Need for creating
awareness among the city
dwellers for appropriate use of
toilet facilities was also
stressed.

An urgent coordinated ac-
tion by the government, partic-
ularly the city corporations.
private sector, the NGOs and the
community is required imme-
diately, the speakers noted.

Private sector participation
can be increased if public toilets
were allowed to be set up by the
private entrepreneurs charging
a reasonable fee from the users
so as to provide a small margin
of profit for the investors.

The application of human
waste in the production of vio-
gas and lertiliser is also needed
to be looked into, they pointed
out,

A task force should be
formed immediately by the city
corporation with representa-
tives from all relevant govern-
ment departments. prominent
NGOs, related research organi-
sations and eminent experts,
the participants said.

By-polls
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our volers and polling agents in
and around different polling
centres by wearing AL badges.”
Ahmed told The Daily Star at
his residence this afternoon.

Refuting the BNP allegation
that its supporters had to wear
Al. badges in the face possible
attack by ruling party activists,
he said: "It was rather their
strategy to cheat people by using
fake AL identity.”

Mohiuddin Ahmed has other
explanations also for the defeat.
"Most of the magistrates, 172 in
all, were sympathetic to the
BNP. Some one in the Election
Commission, who is biased
against AL, had deliberately
contributed to the deployment
of anti-Awami League magis-
trates in the polls.," the AL can-
didate claimed. "They have ha-
rassed my supporters in almost
all the centres.”

One of his close associales
ave another reason for the de-
eat. "BNP outsmarted us by ar-

ranging the last public rally in
the area which was addressed
by Begum Khaleda Zia", he said.

Mohiuddin Ahmed, who is
considered to be a seasoned
FnllUclan in the area, has a po-

itical consolation even after
the defeat.

“The election in general and
my candidature in particular
have significantly contributed
to the consolidation of the fac-
tion-ridden AL in the district,"
Ahmed said. "Right at the mo-
ment, there is no internecine
conflict in the local Awami
League, which I consider to be a
great achievement on my part.”

Others find another
achievement for AL in the polls.
This time, AL's margin with
BNP was reduced significantly
they observed. In the last polls,
the BNP candidate had won by a
margin of about 28 thousand
votes while this time, the figure
is 9909,

However, despite allegations
and counter-allegations both
the BNP and AL candidates in
separate interviews said they
were looking forward to future
polls. .
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Australian senate told

Sanctions against
Delhi, Islamabad
affect Dhaka

CANBERA, July 21: Eco-
nomic sanctions against India
and Pakistan over nuclear tests
have had the unintended result
of harming Bangladesh, an
Australian Senate commitlee
was told today, reports AP.

Harun Rashid, former
Bangladesh high commissioner
to Australia and ambassador to
the United Nations, said India

and Pakistan both imported
substantial quantities ol goods
from their smaller and poorer
neighbours.

shid, who now lives in
Canberra, said the tight fiscal
policy in both countries follow-
ing imposition pf sanctions
would have disastrous eco-
nomic consequences for the
people of those smaller coun-
iries.

"For example, Bangladesh's
main importer of tea was Pak-
istan,” he said. "Pakistan has
decided not to import tea to save
its foreign currency because of
the sanctions. Such a decision
is sure to affect Bangladesh.”

Downpour
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ery of thousands of people in
the low-lying areas in the sub-
urbs. Some were already on
rooftops of houses and em-
bankments.

The Met Office forecast that
there would be light to moder-
ates rains in the next two days
beginning today.

Heavy rains are coming back
as the monsoon, which went
floating towards the Hi-
malayas, is returning, a senior
meteorologist told The Daily
Star last night.

He said that heavy showers
would burst again from Thurs-
day or Friday, triggering an-
other spell of wet weather and
aggravating the flood situation.

in some.
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Bhaban in the city

agmé a sli't.;-inyesteruy in front of Banglades

g i ':r:::-'-.i.- ‘, e
extile Mills Corporation

to press their demands for payment of four months' arrear wages,

handing over of nine mills to the workers, suspension of disinvestment programme and

S—

keeping 19 mills of BTMC running through renovation. — Star photo
WL | Govt making all
India, US move 'closerto |~ teirs Sa
| -
each other's concerns' | deyclopment: PM

From Pallab Bhattacharya

NEW DELHI, July 21: India
and the United States moved
‘closer to each other's concerns’
as they concluded two days of
hard hargainlnF today covering
a wide range of security issues
relating to nuclear disarma-
ment and supply of dual tech-
nology for furthering New Del-
hi's nuclear programme.

"Appreciation of each other's
position” and "right track™ were
the phrases u by Indian and
American officials as the visit-
ing Deputy Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott and Indian
Prime Minister's special emis-
sary Jaswant Singh rounded off
their third round of talks this
morning.

India told the United States
firmly that there was no ques-
tion of rolling back its nuclear
weaponisation programme and
that its demand for building a
minimum nuclear deterrence
was not negotiable.

The US, on the other hand.
asked India to sign Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).

But this reiteration of each
side's known position was
pushed into background by a
greater recognition for address-
ing each other's compulsions
and needs in putting India-US
relations on the "right track.”
diplomatic sources here said.

“The discussions were char-
acterized by a :-.Pirit of working
together to Ilind common
ground and narrow gaps as
their governments' respective
positions,” said the sources.

A statement released by the
Indian External Affairs Min-

istry said. "There is now a
clearer understanding of each
other's concerns and certain

steps 11 the direction of ad-
dressing those concerns are
contemplated.”

Asked about the stand
adopled by the two countries on
CTBT. a US official said "this is
an ongoing process. It's not a
one shot thing. There has been
steady movement.”

Neither India nor United
States appears to be in hurry to
clinch the negotiations and in-
stead prefer to be patient. ana-
lysts say.

The Vajpayee government
has to be very cautious and

| needs time for a consensus on

the reversal of New Delhi's ear-
lier stand of not signing the

CTBT. analysts here said.
adding it is a "sensitive” issue.

Washington. on the other
hand, would like India to take
measures to help the US Ad-
ministration to content that
new entrants into the nuclear
club were not being rewarded,
thegjsajd.

uring his two-day stay in

New Delhi. Talbott, heading a
six-member delegation, called
on Vajpayee and handed over to
him a letter from President Bill
Clintaon.

He also held talks with
Home Minister LK Advani,.
former prime minister Inder
Kumar Gujral and President of
main opposition Congress So-
nia Gandhi and discussed nu-
clear non-proliferation, disar-
mament and an array ol other
issues of mutual concern.

Jaswant Singh and Talbott, |

who had held first two rounds
of talks in Washington and
Frankfurt in June and earlier
this month. would resume their
parleys in the US capital next
month.

Talbott has left India for
Pakistan tloday.

Raozan power plant
unit goes out

of order

CHITTAGONG, July 21:
Loadshedding again gripped the
port city of Chittagong as one
unit of Raozan Thermal Power
Plant went out of order today.
reports UNB.

Officials said they stopped
generation of power in one unit

of the plant at about 2:30 pm

due to mechanical [aults.

They said it will take five to
six days to remedy the faults.

During the last 25 days, the
city had experienced a moderate
loadshedding as all the power
plants of the district — the Kap-
tai Hydraulic Power Plant,
Raozan Thermal Power Plant
and Shikalbaha Barge Mounted
Power Plant — were in opera-
tion in full swing.

Hasina yesterday said her gov-
ernmeént has been making all-
out efforts for the development
of sports and games in the coun-
try. reports UNB.

"The government wants
rapid flourishing of sports and
games,” she said while talkin
to the members of Banglades
Football Under-16 team which
won the 8th Asian Youth Foot-
ball championship in Kath-
mandu recently.

The team members thanked
the Prime Minister for her keen
interest for the development of
sports and also giving inspira-
lion to the players.

The Prime Minister handed
over cheque for Tk 10,000 to
each of the team members.

DCC Mayor Mohammad
Hanif. State Minister for Sports
and Cultural Affairs Obaidul
Quader. Sheikh Helaluddin,
MP. and officials of Bangladesh
Football Federation were pre-
sent.

185 equipment for
container handling
to be purchased
for Ctg port

The government is planning
to set up a container terminal

| in the New Mooring area near

the Chittagong port for its ex-
pansion and modernisation,
reports BSS.

Initial work on the terminal
have already began. It is bcing
set up at a cost of Taka 110
crore funded by the port.

This was told at a review
meeting of the annual develop-
ment programme (ADP) of the
Shipping 1nist3y today.

e meeting decided to pur-
chase 185 equipment soon for
container handling to make the
Chitta port self-dependent.

It also decided to set up a 10
mw power plant with the port's
fund to solve its power crisis.

The meeting expressed satis-
faction over achieving 96 per
cent target of the ADP in the
1997-98 fiscal.

Shipping Minister A S M
Abdur Rob presided over the
meeting while secretary of the
ministry A H M Mofazzel Karim

and other high officials were

present.
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Flood grips 29 dists, 64 lakh

From Page 1

A bulletin of Flood Informa-
tion Centre said the Brahmapu-
tra recorded further rise at

Chilmari, Bahadurabad and
Sirajganj points. It was flowing
20 cm and 33 cm above danger

mark at Bahadurabad and
Aricha.

The Ganges rose further at
Pankha and Goalundo while it
receded at Hardinge Bridge and

Bhagyakul, and remained
steady at R;l(])shahi. The river
was flowi cm above danger
level at Pankha, 57 em at
Goalundo and 36 cm at
Bhagyakul.

The old Brahmaputra at

Mymensingh was flowing 6 cm
above the danger mark while
the Sitalakhya at Narayanganj
17cm, the Turag at Mirpur
22cm. the Kaliganga at
Taraghat 38 cm. the Surma at
Kanaighat and Sunamganj 116
cm and 52 em above the danger
level.

The Kushiyara was flowing
39cm above danger level at
Amalshid and 2 cm above at
Sheola.

The Centre forecast that the
flood situation in the Brahma-

utra, Ganges and Meghna

asins may aggravate further
with rise of water levels in most
of the rivers while the situation
in the South Eastern Hill basin
will improve in the next 48
hours till 6 am tomorrow.

Meanwhile, reports received
at the UNB newsroom {rom var-
ijous districts says: The flood
situation ava further in
Narsingdi, Faridpur, Mymen-

.Inr.Fh' Netrakona, Jamalpure
an

Sirajgan).
Various jwater-burne dis-

eases like diarrhoea and dysen-
tery have broken out in man
districts as acute crisis J

| drinking water was prevailing

in those areas.

In Faridpur. the Padma and
Arial Khan rivers rose further
and were flowing above the
danger level.

ree more deaths were re-
ported in the district. The vic-
tims were identified as Shami,
3, of Kanchari Dangi, Bithi, 2.

of Kanchiram Dangi and Abdur
Razzak., 45. ol Moijuddin
Hazirkandi village.

In Narsingdi, the heavy

rainfall affected five lakh peo-
ple of 56 unions in six thanas
and submerged crops on nearly
3,000 hectares land, Flood wa-
ter entered into the district jail
yesterday.

A UNB report from My-
mensingh says: Fresh areas of
four unions in Haluaghat thana
were inundated yesterday due to
breach in Kumaria embank-
ment. At least 20,000 people
have been marooned and Aman
paddy over some 5,000 hectares
submerged by the flood water,

In Jamalpur, the flood situ-
ation deteriorated with the rise
of Jamuna and Brahmaputra
rivers following heavy rainfall
and onrush of hill water.

About seven lakh people of
60 unions in seven thanas have
been affected. Crisis of power,
medicine, food and drinkin
water became acute in the af-
fected areas.

Diarrhoea and dysentery
have broken out. Although the
District Health office said that
179 people have been attacked
so far by diarrhoea, but the un-
gﬁlﬂuﬂ sources put the figure at

In Netrakona, the flood wa-
ter su ed 35 unions of six
thanas following continuous
rainfall over the last eight days.

The telecommunication be-
tween Sadar and other thanas

snapped yesterday.
About 30,000 people have be-

come marooned in the affected
thanas of Purbadhala, Durga-
pur, Kalmakanda, Barhatta,
Khaliajuri and Mohanganj.

UNB correspondent from
51ra_!§anj says: One Ekramul,
12. died of diarrhoea at Sadar
Hospital on Monday.

About one lakh people have
become marooned in 65 unions
of nine thanas. as Korotoa, Ful-
zor, Gumani, Boral and Ich-
hamoti rivers overflowed their
banks.

River erosion devoured
many houses rendering several
hundred people homeless in
five thanas. The homeless peo-

le have taken shelter on the
ocal WAPDA embankment and
high lands.

Crisis of drinking water has
become acute in Kazipur,
Belkuchi, Chouhali, Shahjad-
pur and Tarash thanas.

In Pabna, the Jamuna was
ﬂuuﬂniﬁ cm above the danger
level, but the Padma receded
and was flowing below the red
mark.

Two lakh people have been
affected so far in the flood-hit
areas of Sadar, Bera, Sujana-

ar, Ishwardi, Bhangura,
hatmohor and Faridpur
thanas.

In Habiganj, standing cru?s
on 10,000 hectares of land in 14
unions of five thanas of the
district went under flood water
following incessant rain and
onrush of hill waters. The
rivers Khowal, Karangi and
Sutang overflowed their banks
damaéng nearly 1,000 houses
and a number of bridges, cul-
verts and educational institu-
tions.

The affected unions are:
Bulla, Jagadishpur, Chatiain

affected

and Andiura in Madhabpur
thana, Satiajuri, Mirashi and
Banigao of Chunarughat thana,
Satkapon, Bhadeshwar and
Bahubal in Bahubal thana, and
Karab, Burme and Mudiauk in
Lakhai thana.

UNB Kushtia correspondent
reports : The flood situation in
the district was unchanged yes-
terday as the water levels in
Ganges and Gorai remained
static.

However, the road commu-
nication between Kushtia and
Pragpur was disrupted due to
heavy rain.

In Comilla, flood situation
remained unchanged, but vari-
ous diseases, including diar-
rhoea, viral fever and dysen-
tery, have broken out.

Official sources said more
than one lakh ple have been
affected by the flood in 10
thanas of the district.

Thirty-three relief centres
have been set up., where some

14,440 affected people have
laken shelter,

The Meghna-Dhanagoda
cross dam in Chandina thana
has developed breaches at sev-
eral points.

In Feni, the flood situation
im;i_:'nvcd in Sadar, Parshuram,
Chhagalnaiya and Sonagazi
thanas while it remained un-
changed in Daganbhulyan
thana yesterday.

Meanwhile, the road com-
munication of Feni sadar with
Parshuram and Chhagalnaiya
thanas and Khagrachhari dis-
trict resumed as the flood water
receded further yesterday.

One Pratima Rani, 15, of
Shilua village in Chhagalnaiya
thana drowned in the flood wa-
ter on Monday, raising the
death toll to two,

: 716353, 713578
Khulna : 720304, Bogra : 6215
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Massive plantation in

Guarantee

=  PHILIPS

char areas planned

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday stressed the
need for massive afforestation
across the country and called
for allout endeavour to protect
the environment, s UNB.

At a review meeting held in
the city, the Prime Minister
asked the Environment and
Forest Ministry to intensify the
afforestation programme and
take allout chnrta to prevent
environmental degradation.

She said a pm{ect for creat-
ing a green belt in 10 coastal
districts is being implemented
with financial assistance from
ADB and NORAD. It is expected
lo be completed by the year
1999,

Under the project, the
coastal embankments will be
made strong. The project aims
at imrnlva the coastline's
poor people in social forestry.

The Prime Minister said
there is a plan for land recla-
mation through national level
afforestation. Land will be re-

| claimed in the "char areas”

through massive plantation

with coordinated efforts of for-
est and water resources min-
istries and the Navy.

She called for Hantin trees
of rare species like Baichi
(gooseberry) and Betfal (cane
plant} and seasonal fruit-bear-
ing trees. She also asked for
taking coordinated efforts for
evolving pulp from the low

jute.

Environment and Forest
Minister Syeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury said a 20-year Foresiry
Master Plan has been taken up
for proper development of for-
est resources. A national forest
development policy will be
formulated on the basis of this
master plan.

She said 11 tP“"JE“tB were
taken up in the forestry sector
in 1996-97. Under these pro-
ects, trees were planted on

962 hectares of land. Similar
rojects have been undertaken
or the current fiscal.

Forest and Environment
Secretary Margub Morshed ex-
plained different activities of
the ministry.

Young man hacked

to death 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

A young man was hacked to
death by a gang of assailants on
Biswa Road under Gulshan
thana in the city yesterday
morning.

Police identified the dead as
Shah Alam, 23, a resident of
West Rampura.

The motive behind the
killing could not be ascertained
immediately, police said,
adding that it is being suspected
that Alam was killed due to
previous enmity.

Police said an unidentified

ang started beating Alam on
the road at about 7:30 am, At
one stage, the gang attacked
Alam with machetes. He died
while being shifted to a nearly
clinic.

None, however, was arrested
or no case was lodged in this
connection till filing of this re-
port last night.

ZIA customs deposit
gold worth Tk 1.89 cr
with Bangladcsh Bank

Customs department at the
Zia International Airport de-
posited gold worth Tk 1.89 crore
with the B desh Bank dur-
mﬁéh: month of June, reports
UNB.

The deposits include 109
gold bars, g 200 grams
each, and 35176.3 of gold
ormaments, said a BB press re-
lease yesterday.

BNP meeting

From Page 1
hours of discussion on the res-
ignation letters by some BNF
Ps. deposited with the party
chiefl earlier.

Party insiders had said ear-
lier that the meeting was ad-
journed to enable the Fany hlﬁh
command decide the fate of the
"so-called” resignation letters
on the basis of the outcome of
the by-election in Barisal-5
constituency. The by-polls was
held on Monday:.

The insiders said yesterday
that the adjourned meeting was
rescheduled for two reasons:
BNP's victory in the by-polls
and Begum Zia's visit to Feni on
Mﬂndaf.

Exp ainin%. they said the
resignation letters were de-
Positcd by some 30 party MPs to
keep the government under
pressure ahead of the by-elec-
tion". After the victory in the
by-polls, the ground for the
move has weakened to a large
extent, lhcﬁ observed. Besides,
the party chiefl needed rest after
her visit to the flood-hit areas
of Feni, they added.

BNP had also cancelled a
scheduled press briefing on the
by-polls Monday evening say-
ing that the party failed to col-
lect enough information about
the by-polls until then (7.30
pm). But party sources said the
press briefing was cancelled af-
ter they came to know about
their candidate’'s possible vic-
tory.

As the BNP Standing Com-
mittee resumes its discussion
today. the sources said, the

arty high command is un-
Rke!y to go ahead with the
move to collect resignation let-
ters of party lawmakers and
launch a tougher anti-govern-
ment agitation programme
right at this moment. ides,
the party's apprehension of rig-
ging in the by-polls by the rul-
ing party has been disproved
and flood has engulfed many
areas of the country, the sources
said.

Addressing a public meeting
in Feni on Monday, Khaleda
Zia had said that her party

would launch a vigorous move-
ment after the flood.

Dist judges

From Page 1
uuu_ln_'h:::a said. ¢
e issue of providing bod
guards to district and .rg‘mn:

Judges came in view of some in-
cidents of attack on the district

.h-ldﬁl. the sources said.
¢ government is provi

body guards for the deputy
commissioners and superin-
tendents of police at the district
level since the early 80s, the
sources noted.

Police SI held
for alleged

rape attempt

By Staff Correspondent

A Sub-Inspector (SI) of Ut-
tara thana was suspended after
he allegedly attempted to vio-
late a housewife inside her flat
at Sector-3 in city's Uttara area
Monday.

Quoting the FIR, filed by the
housewife yesterday, police said
SI Badrul Alam went to the flat
at about 1lam.

A top police official said last
night that Badrul went to the
flat in connection with a case
when the housewife was alone
in the flat. Badrul was in plain-
clothes during the incident.

Getting inside the flat,
Badrul started talking to the
housewife and at gne stage he
allegedlév tried to violate her at
about 2 pm. A brother of the
housewife came to the flat at
that time and caught Badrul
red-handed. according to a rel-
ative of the housewife.

The DC of Dhaka Metre
Bﬁ]ltan Police (North) told The

aily Star last night that the SI
was suspended and closed at the
Razarbagh Police Line within
half-an-hour of the incident.

PM leaves
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field of tourism, communica-
tion, information, environ-
ment. poverty alleviation,
health, micro credit and sub-
regional cooperation.

Other pressing social issues
like development of women and
children, rights of girl child,
women and child trafficking,
welfare and care for the dis-
abled will also come up for dis-
cussion.,

Bangladesh has already pro-
posed for inclusion in the
agenda of the Summit the estab-
lishment of SAARC Disability
Fund (SDF) and formation of an
Expert Group on arsenic con-
taminatioll.

Security deposits
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posits.

One of the candidates —
Manirul Islam Mani, who con-
tested as an independent candi-
date — gave his support to the
Jatiya Party candidate prior to
the election.

_The five candidates who lost
their security deposits are:
Sheikh Mahiuddin of
Ganatantrik Sarbahara Party
with 46 votes, Mahabubul Alam
Majumder of JAGPA with 40
votes, Krishak Mohammad
Sadek of Krishak Sramik
Mukti Andolan with 42 votes,
Al Ahsan Laskar of DRP with
58 votes and Manirul Islam
Mani got 45 votes.

The total number of voters
in the constituency is 2,12,296
while the total vote cast was
1,00593.

Majibar Rahman Sarwar of
BNP. who was unofficially de-
clared elected got 46,234 votes
while his nearest rival Awami
League candidate Mohiuddin
Ahmed got 36,325 votes.

WB: Budget
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billion in FY 97 or 12 per cent of
GDP to Tk 197 billion in FY '98
or 12.4 per cent of GDP.

"For the deficit to become
sustainable, non-inflationary
and 1m'pl}rln[_l; no increase in
levels ol indebtedness. the gov-
ernment will need to reduce its
domestic borrowing require-
ment,” the update said.

"This will necessitate a re-
duction in the size of the deficit
in coming years, which should
Iarg:ly e accomplished by
mobilising additional revenues
and by rationalising expendi-
tures in order to maximize their
development impact.” it added.

The Bank said containing
the fiscal deficit to 5.3 per cent
of GDP is easily attainable,
This is more so as the current
trend is that a of develop-
ment funds remain unutilised

ing cushion to absorb the
overshooting of non-develop-
ment itures.

But it said, "even though this
leads to reasonable macroeco-
nomic outcomes, such an ap-
proach in prudent fiscal man-
agement is not desirable.”



