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HE recent constitutional

changes initiated by King

Wangchuk in Bhutan
/Druk Yul ( “the land of the
Thunder Dragon”) reflect his
circumspection and far-
sightedness. They  are
significant and usher in a new
era in the political en-
vironment of the country. No
country can l_naw E}: frﬁe from
the impact of rapi chan
world E:ﬁlc to Eﬁhﬁisatium
economy and information
technology. Any action or inac-
tion at the global level has a di-
rect or an indirect effect on men
and women in Bhutan. The fact
that many Bhutanese nationals
are to the outside world
has played a role in developing
a participatory government in
the country. The wind of change
in the political system came to
Ne in 1989 and has now fi-
nally come to Bhutan.

Brief Background

Bhutan is nearly one third of
Bangladesh in area with a popu-
lation of about 160,000 located
in the heart of the Himalayas.
It is surrounded by India to the
south and China to the north. It
rises from foothills overlook-
ing the Brahmaputra river to
the southern slopes ol the Hi-
malayas which rise to over
24, ft and make up most of
the country. The valleys in the
centre of the country are wide
and fertile and almost 95% of
the work force are farmers. The
capital-Thimpu- is located in
the valley and a river of the
same name passes through the
capital.

Though the country is tucked
away between some of the
world's most over crowded and
ecologically decimated coun-
tries, it has been able to retain

its beautiful and pristine natu-
ral environment. The car {uur-
ney from the border town
Phuntsholling to Thim
forgettable as it entails climb-
ing from one picturesque
mountain range to another ex-
periencing a rare view of flora
and fauna. ( I had the opportu-
nity to visit Thimpu by car
from its border town on an offi-
cial trip in 1978 and was able to
have an audience with the
Ring).

hutan's state religion is the
Drukpa sect of Tantric Bud-
dhism. The religion plays a vi-
tal role in everyday life and
shaped the history of the na-
tion. Bhutanese are proud of
their traditional dress which
they invariably wear inside the
country. Till early 1970s,
Bhutanese society remained
largely unchanged in both iis
immake up and outlook. Bhutan
as a country was then isolated
and the ple were scarcely in-
volved or interested in the out-
side world.

Since 1974 . Bhutan has been
ruled by the young King whose
title "Druk Gyalpo®™ means pre-
cious ruler of the Dragon people.
When his father suddenly died,
he was recalled from his school
in England to accede to the
throne at 19 years of age. King
Jigme Singye Wangchuk ( 42 ) is
the fourth in a dynasty that has

ruled the country since 1907.
Although the King is an
absolute ruler he governs the

country in a consultative man-
ner. He has been known not to
refuse a citizen's request for an
audience. He tours the country
to keep a pulse of the nation. To
him “Gross National Happi-
ness” is his yardstick of success.

The question is: why did the
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goal. Genuine development inevitably links to popular participation, public accountability and respect for

fundamental human rights. It is important to note that in a participatory government, seldom famine
or war breaks out.
King introduge the constitu- racies in Asia, Africa ., Latin pose itself to more of the world formed by the information
tional changes of a more Fﬂﬂ“?‘ America and Eastern Europe  — a process that has continued technology with the conse-

jpatory government 7 in my
view, there are a number of rea-
sons which may have led to the
political reforms in Bhutan.

Possible Reasons for
Changes
First . the King has a pro-
gressive mind and a liberal at-

titude. He was quoted by "Tashi
Delek™, Druk Air's in-flight
magazine as saying: ° It is the
system, not the throne, which is
important. A monarchy is not
the best form of government be-
cause a King is chosen by birth
and not by merit. The people of
Bhutan must be able to estab-
lish a system which works for
them.” Therefore it is not un-
usual indeed to see that the King
is attempting to shape the gov-
ernment with more account-
ability to the people.

Secondly, we face an in-
creasingly {mrdcrless world. a
world of intense competition
and globalisation. Democracy
and elfective economics go
hand in hand. We need a new
style of government, one which
acts strongly within the realms
of the possible, one with a dis-
position toward letting indi-
viduals participate in a debate
on the core national issues
within a favourable climate of
freedom and tolerance.

Thirdly, it is important to
note that the number of democ-

has increased dramatically
within the last 10 years.
Bhutan cannot remain insu-
lated from this global trend. In
the region itself, since 1989,
Bhutan's western neighbour —
Nepal — has turned into a con-
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more bul reigns. lls northern
neighbour China is uﬂenin up
gradually and this has been
amply reflected recently in al-
lowing President Clinton to
telecast live to the students at
Beijing University with a po-
tential audience of millions of
people in China.

Fourthly, the material in-
terests of trade and commerce
have a way of lnﬂuenctnﬁ poli-
tics in the country and Bhutan
appears to be no exception.
Bhutan's interaction with
SAARC ( South Asian Associa-
tion of Regional Co-operation )
has a tangible impact on its po-
litical and economic environ-
ment., Bhutan's trade is bein
regulated by the rules of Worl
Trade Organisation and Bhutan
has to fall in line with the in-
ternational rules,

Fifthly . although Bhutan is
required to have consultation
with India in foreign affairs
under the terms of the 1949
Treaty with India ( India re-

laced Britain as a party to the
eaty). Bhutan decided to ex-

right up to the present.. Entry
into the UN was a major step in
the modernisation process
started by the King's father.
Bhutan has opened diplomatic
Missions in India, Bangladesh
and Nepal. They have diplo-
matic Missions at the UN both
in Geneva and New York.
Bhutan is a respectable member
in the comity of nations. The
communication with other na-
tions appears to be an added
stimulus to the undertaking of
reforms by the King.

Finally, the mind-set of the
Eenple of Bhutan is gradually
eing influenced and trans-

y
quence that Bhutan's identity
of earlier centuries is breaking
down. Centuries old isolation
has given way (o openness.
Many educated Bhutanese na-
tionals have become more
politicised and formed opposi-
tion groups , though they are
now in exile.

Constitutional Reforms

Although the King is young,
he is insightful and sagacious.
He realises that days of abso-
lute monarchy are being re-
placed by a system of participa-
lory government with appro-
priate checks and balances.
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Initiative and Right Priority: Prerequisite for a Breakthrough

by Prof. Mohammad Kaykobad

I have already come to learn that computer professional and the Government are coming forward to contribute
to the contest. It is really great to think that everything is going that positive. I believe this contest will arouse a
lot of interest not only among the participant students but also among computer professionals, vendors and
general public to feel and see the performance of our students - possibly the best skill we are bestowed with.

In spite of
achieving inde-
pendence thro-
ugh heroic fig-
ht we have [ail-
ed to uplift the
country econo-
mically, techn-
ologically and
in other con-
ceivable sectors. It is needless to
say that although we have a lot
of potential, our country is still
known as a country of natural
calamities, political turmoil
and famine. This fact is really
very heartening to those, who
stay abroad and who have
~ earned a lol of reputation
- . through their merjt and hard
labour. Build
quires a lot of sacrifice initi-
ated by great people, and then
followed by other people who
get motivation from the exam-
ples set by these great souls. We
do not seem to have many such
examples in front of us, neither
do we like to recognise them if
they exist. There goes the fa-
mous proverb - Example is bet-
ter than precept. We have not
been able to discover examples
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of this poor nation. For a na-
tion to pros this is very im-
portant, and this is where great
men play their role in develop-
ing confidence, in making l!;l)en—
ple feel that that they do have
the capability. This is by ex-
ample that you can upliit the
confidence of the people and not
by Eyre::ept.

n my first-ever trip to USA
with a prngrammlnﬁ team from
the Department of Computer
Science and Engineering (CSE),
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology
(BUET), 1 became convinced
that we could not capitalise on
the proverb for nation building.
Mr. Zakaria Swapan, a gradu-
ate of my department, accom-
panied us to encourage our stu-
dents. In this trip we had many
discussions on how we as a poor
country can improve our lot.
Although we have a lot ol dif-
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ing done his graduation has
been. changing the face of
Proshika through the activity
of Proshika Cum[l?uter Systems.
I am at the age of 44 still strug-
gling to perform only my rou-
tine job. I sincerely wish Swa-
pan to continue with his dy-
namic leadership, be bestowed
with a long and illustrious life.
He possesses the kind of initia-
tive badly needed for the devel-
opment of our country.

We visited a major part of
the eastern states, erever we
went we were amused by the ef-
forts to encourage people
through pmﬂdmg examples, In
the walls of buildings housing
different departments of a uni-
versity are the portraits of fa-
mous %oople quite often hailing
from the same region unlike
ours which contain very cheap
slogans which cannot motivate
us to do any good to the nation.
What else can be more efficient
in the walls of the Wright State
University at Dayton other
than the portraits of the Wright
Brothers. A nation, gifted with
so much of natural wealth and
so much ol progress in all the
frontiers of science, engineer-
ing and what not, still moti-
vates her citizens both young
and old to play their due role in
the development of the nation.
Who will not like to cherish a
big mission in mind standing
in front of the ma

gnificent por-
traits of the great Americans at

A

‘the Boston Airport? Momen- .

tary uplift of the vision is a
must. Should not we learn from
the examples of the nations
who achieved unparalleled suc-
cesses in all sectors of develop-
ment? We may not feel moti-
vated with examples of Newton.

of a nation re-

-

Einstein, Benjamin Franklin
or The Wright Brothers. Whal
about our Satyendranath Bose.
Meghnad Saha, Qudrat-E-
Khuda, Rabindranath, Nazrul,
F.R. Khan or Professor Younus?
Are their successes achieved as
citizens of a pretty poor land
not good enough to encourage
and bring confidence in us?
Wherever we went, we felt proud

'of “the achievements of

Bangladeshis. There is no doubt
that not a slightest fraction of
their success was free since they
belong to a poor nation. Let us
cite several examples.

How are Bangladeshis do-
ing abroad?

Professor Fazle Hossain of

Houston University was ad-

_Rldged the engineer of the year.
esearch findings of Dr, Abdul
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to warrant naming an issue o
the Journal of Analytical
Chemistry by the title of his pa-
per, and the cover page designed
using its graphs and pictures.
Dr. Mustafizur Rahman of the
same university and Dr. Awwal
of the Wright State University
have been adjudged the best
teachers. His own doctoral su-
pervisor was astonished to see
that Dr. Ziaul Hasan Masum at
Bell Lab Holmdel campus is
doing so well that within 16
months of his service Dr. Ma-
sum was drawing more salary
than him in spite of an incom-
parable difference of duration
in service. Professor Karim of
the University of Dayton has
earned envious reputation
through establishing labs and
writing text books on opto-
electronics. Not only that he
has been heading a department
and directing a centre for quite
some time. Many of our own
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like Motorola, IBM, Intel elc.,
needless to say that by virtue of
their own merit. It may be noted
here that since we do not have a
very praiseworthy heritage in
education and research, at least
not comparable to that of India,
these Bangladeshi nationals
had to really work very hard to
achieve such recognition and
distinction.

What are we planning
todo?
A VETY renowned

Bangladeshi uttered that we do
not know how to praise, we do
not know how to encourage.
Can't we be a little bit more gen-
erous to appreciate the fame
that Bangladeshis are bringing
for the nation? This will in-
spire others to achieve this dis-
tinction. These examples gave
me such an inspiration that I
decided to take initiative for the
introduction of this culture if
necessary even in a small
scale.. If I can do it will be an
unusual feat for a routine-job
perfo person like me, As
the first step we are now collect-
ing the names of Bangladeshis,
particularly in the area of com-
puter science and engineering,
who have significantly con-
tributed to the world of science
and engineering. Once | can
collect their bio-data contain-
ing their affiliation at home,
starting with their birth place
and academic institutions at-
tended. as well as abroad, to-
gether with their portraits, I
plan to hang these on the wall
of CSE Department near the

lobby where students spend

their recess time. 1 am sure

some of these young talented

students will find that they
were born in the same village,
where one of these distin-
guished countrymen was born.
or they studied in the same
school, culle%e or university.
These facts will go a long way to
develop their confidence. They
will feel like belonging to a
population who are not as ordi-
nary in merit as the success of
country suggests.

Similar initiative can be
taken by other departments too.
What else would be more en-
couraging other than hanging
the portraits of Dr. Ibrahim in
hospitals and colleges to re-
mind our doctors and would-be
doctors that they also belong to
the same profession, and
therefore, they also can be
proud of working with similar
dedication? Architecture de-
Eartments can be proud of

anging F.R. Khan's portrait in
a central place to inspire teach-
ers and students alike and bring
confidence in them that they
can design the tallest buildings
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the distinction and recognition
earned by Professor Fazle Hos-
sain since he was taught here in
BUET, which is also true for
F.R. Khan. We can also be proud
of the distinction and recogni-
tion Professor Younus has ob-
tained through his pioneering
works in the field of micro-
credit, and get inspiration from
his presence. We should place
our Rabindranath., and our
Nazrul so that the whole nation
can be proud of such great sons
of the land. | do agree with Pro-
fessor Zafar Igbal that we
should try to improve Iacall?'.
address issues even separalely
wherever we can instead of
looking for comprehensive so-
lution to our problems since it
does not seem that in near fu-
ture we will be coming to any
rational consensus. 50 we niust
keep on doing things even lo-
cally to set examples. If some
educational institutions can be
made politics-free, why not?

Politics is not bad, but in edu-

cational institutions we are suf-
fering heavily from it. So why
should we not try for some al-
ternatives in small scales?

Our Programming Team
for ACM ICPC at Atlanta

The programming team
from BUET consisted ol Suman

EHRadh N D (sKefrul) AkB

Tarique Mesbaul Is-
lam(Shushom). | was impressed
by the dedication and serious-
ness with which they prepared
themselves., They have spent
hours solving problem sets of
past years even in between the
examinations- an even that is
unconceivable for brilliant stu-
dents like them when we con-
sider that Suman's has the per-
fect CGPA, and the other two
have also excellent CGPA. After
the examinations are over the
did not take rest, they starte
marathon practice sessions
starting from 8am and closing
at 8 pm. This was a fantastic
feeling also for me. If we had
dedication at this level the face
of the country could have been
completely changed. They al-
ways kept in the back of their
mind that ultimately they are
spending resources of this poor
country, so it must be well
spent. The financial contribu-
tion of the university towards
our journey was supplemented
by mco through Mr. Kamal,
who was kind enough to re-
spond very positively.

- even not think

Programming skill ol the
team members and their
knowledge of algorithms
looked very impressive to me.
Durin their preparation
hardlyghad I spent any time in
teaching them algorithms.
However, they missed much
needed experience of competi-
tive environment. In the Re-

onal Contest held at NSU for
the first time no team from
abroad participated, and
Suman. Shaikat and Shushom
were never challenged in the
contest. | was unable to arrange
such competition as well. Ulti-
mately this lack of experience
did not allow them to show
their natural performance. Af-
ter the contest was over they be-
came frustrated at their per-
formance. 1 thank Professor
Jamilur Reza Chowdhury,
members of my family and
other well-wishers from BUET
and other places. who eagerly
waited and prayed for a good
success from us and remained
with the internet throughout
the night. We could not perform
up to their expectation. But tins
sincere wish will encourage our
future team to perform better.
BERiter8at thROWE i@ pladed
ahead of mighty Stanford Uni-
versily - a fact we could not dis-
cover since we never went
through that down the list. Af-
ter everything settled down we
came to understand through
conversation with the Director
of the Contest that this perfor
mance can in no way be ui!
estimated. And this is reall\
If we think that our studciii-
have beaten most of the Ameri:
can and British universities
this definitely is a great feat.
These are not ordinary univer-
sities. These are the champion
teams from different sites. So
occupying 24th position among
the top 54 teams is definitely a

roud achievement in the very

rst appearance.

We were overwhelmed by the
moral possessed by these boys
when they asked us to start
journey back home since after
siich a performance further
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similar feelings lor the country
we would have done much bet-
ter. We drain out money without
eéeven thinking of the conse-
quences to the poor country. Pa-
triotism of these boys stirred
our mind, and we wanted to
think positively for the coun-
try. During the trip I had a lot of
discussion with Swapan, and
we decided to organise events
where they can exercise their
skill, sharpen it and bring lau-
rel for the country. Their per-
formance convinced us of the
capability of our boys. It is true
that a baby born in B adesh
and another in USA will have
hardly any difference in merit.

However, as the two will be

brought up in different envi-
ronments- one in congenial and
the other in adverse the differ-
ences will grow. This is why the

.best American researcher at 60

ears will be looking possibly
or the second Nobel Prize
whereas a scientist from our
country of that aFe will possibl
of giving a shot.
This is the difference that so-
cial conditions can make. How-
ever, performance of our boys
do indicate that they are still
very much competitive, and
still younger ones may have
even better Ferformancﬁ. Inter-
national O ymlpiada are held
each year on different subjects
like mathematics, physics etc. |

think our boys should be en-
couraged to participate in such
competitions, If we can have
any success then this is our
merit in education, which can
bring it, and bring it cheaply. In
no way can we embrace success
in competitions. where quality
of other limbs become vital
since we do not have any advan-
there.

Our Students after
returning home

Students decided to continue
with their training solving
problems every night before
going to sleep. All on a sudden
this internet programming
competition came to their
knowledge. They found an im-
portant place where they can
sharpen their skill and mea-
sure it with the programmers of
the world. Phenomenal per-
RS G LAY rEF e
last two months it was such a
feeling for me to be around
them and be amused with their
performance. Now Eanﬁ{!adeshi
students are occupying 17 out of
the first 25 positions among
over 600 programmers partici-
pating from 54 countries. For
me it is much more than that,
out of these 17, 16 come from
my department. Our Shaikat is
the World Champion with an
almost unassailable lead.
Suman is ranked third. We are
beating everbody not only in
average number of problems
solved by individual program-
mers but also in the percentage
ol acceptance. Who will believe
that we have surpassed the
mighty Europe on the 18th
morning also in number? From
Europe over 300 programimers
have been participating,
whereas from Bangladesh the
number of participants is about
50. Our 50 have solved more

roblems than over 3 0-

ranimers npﬁ'- O ) Hﬂ'l ?ﬁﬁt
cantiol be behiweved by most of
s, But that is the lact,

Some encouragement for
our students

Encouraging is the fact that
Dr. Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
has already gave a reception to
these boys, and has promised to
ive computers worth Tk. One
ac and laboratory facilities for
the department. This has moti-
vated students further to per-
form better. In the mean time
Bangladesh Cumﬂut:r Society
is i?trramglng1 another reception
on the 25th instant to those
participants, who solved more
than one hundred problems.
These evens have given a
tremendous stimulus to all of us
who are associated with this.
The other day Kazi Faruque
Ahmed, rincipal of
Borhanuddin Postgraduate De-
gree College requested me (o
make these brilliant students
available for a reception. Such
is the interest grown among the
people, Let us sponsor this
movement to achieve some na-
tional goal. Let this interest
among us encourage our young-
sters to attain excellence in
their skill. Let the fact of over-
coming the mighty Europe even
in number of problems solved
reach our studnets to a new
height.

National Computer Pro-
gramming Contest
The interest in the ensuing

National Computer Program-

mlnﬂi Contest organised hﬂ
Proshika in collaboration wit

the Daily Star is gaining mo-

mentum through generous pub-
licity by the later organisa-
tions. Any sports event is given
wide coverage in our national
dailies. Recently we have seen
how importance the World Cup
gained through the very active
role played by our journalists.
An event with which we are in
no way associated and it is not
seen that in forseeable future we
will have any chance of partici-
pating there, was given so much
coverage that often over 70% Of
the front page was covered by
tidbits of the World Cup as if it
were as important in our na-
tional life as Bangabandhu

+ -bridge or floods in different dis-

tricts. I thank the Daily Star
authority tr]i’,lgive such wide a
coverage. [ hope that other in-
terested personalities will also
come forward to express their

opinion and encourage the stu-

dﬂﬁ'knria Swapan was
planning f[or a programming
contest, even when we were in
USA. to encourage these stu-
dents. And now it is being done
in a befitting manner. I thank
the Honourable Prime Minister
for giving consent to be present
in the contest and encourage
these brilliant boys. This will
ssibly be the first event of its
ind, where the Head of the
Government is participating.
Rightly it has been named the
National Computer Program-
ming Contest. This will be held
at Hotel Sheraton on the 5th of
August. Organisers are working
day and night to make it a suc-
cess. In order to encourage par-
ticipation of students away
from the capital, o ISErs dre
paving Tk. B60b tﬁag;lt?ﬁ fes1m
consisting ol 3 students. Good
prize money aid prizes will be
available for winning teams.
Ten teams will be given prizes. |
have already come to learn that
computer professional and the
Government are coming for-
ward to contribute to the con-
test. It is really great to think
that everything is going that
positive. | believe this contest
will arouse a lot of interest not
only among the participant
students but also among com-
puter professionals, vendors
and Ecntral public to feel and
see the performance of our stu-
dents - possibly the best skill we
are bestowed with. This will
also give a preliminary ranking
of the computer science educa-
tion of all Bangladeshi aca-
demic institutions. This is the
opportunity to measure
strengths and weakness of stu-
dents of different universities.
itrisrfpnedutha rftte
feedback from the results of the
contest. Following the success
students have achieved in the
internet programming contest
other students will come for-
ward, feel encouraged and work
harder to achieve distinctions
for Bangladesh. Computer pro-
fessionals. entrepreneurs and
vendors can capitalise on suc-
cess of
the internet through getting
software development works
from abroad by giving a pointer
to the performance of the stu-
dents in the web age
(http://acm.gui.uva.es/prob-
lemset /). This can be used to
convince foreigners of the

availability of skilled computer

pmﬁrammers not only in qual-
ity but also in number. We oc-
cupy third position among 54
nations in the number of pro-
ammers participating in the
nternet programming.
It is expected that different
universities will come up with
ood teams for participation in
e contest to keep their marks,
and coun n will be able to
appreciate the skill of our stu-
dents.
The author is Head, Dept of
Computer Science & Engineer-
ing. BUET.

Celunges).”
Sarchop ( Bhutan's second ,

adeshi students in -

Bhutan: Welcome Changes in the Political System

The King dissolved his cabinet
recently and has allowed the
indirectly-elected National As-
sembly of 150 members to ac-
quire new powers. The Assem-
bly has been given the right to
elect the majority of members
in the country's cabinet [ re-
cently six Ministers were ap-
proved by the Assembly
Ihrough a secret ballot). Under
the new rules, the King will
have to abdicate in favour of the
crown prince if there is ever a
two-thirds majority in the As-
sembly for him to go.

It may be pointed out that
two thirds of the Assembly’'s
150 members are chosen
district councils, the rest are
appointed by the King or the
Buddhist ccrﬁyi Though the
King retains a hold over the Na-
tional assembly, he is seen to be
making changes to put in place
the checks and balances in the

olitical system in the kingdom
or more accountability.

Now the wind of change may blow

-

Reactions of the
Opposition Groups

Although the changes relect
the notions of participatory
government in the kingdom,
one of the exiled opposition
%mups — the United Front for
emocracy — which represents
mainly the country's Buddhist
community is reported to be
unhappy. They maintain that
so long the members of the Na-
tional Assembly are not di-

rectly elected. the participation -

of the people in the government
remains unfulfilled. Its
spokesman C.B. Dahal is re-
ported to have said: * There is
nothing which we believe that’'s
really democratic which is go-
ing
2 (T TR
largest conmununity) leader in
exile u ludha, Ronthong Dorjl
tluy el constitutional
merarehye in Bhutan and is un-
Lind!y *n be saiisiied with these
“cusinctic” chandes.

Houwever, another opposi-
tion group — the Bhutanese Ap-
peal Movement Co-ordinating
Council — the voice of the coun-
tryv’'s minority Nepali speaking
people — had responded more
positively to the changes. The
Council's spokesman Ratan
Gazmer said; " I think it's a very
good gesture on the part of the
government to have made these
changes.” They felt that the
changes will provide more ac-
countability of the government
to the people and would indi-
rectly help resolve the refugee
problem of the Nepali speaking
people of the country. The repa-
triation of refugees has dogged
the countries for some years

b Arching, a favourite hese sports.
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and the issue needs to be re-
solved for the sake of political
stability.

It may be pointed out that

during the last 10 the mi-
nority people of Nepalese origin

[ about 100.00) had to leave
Bhutan as they were not consid-
ered as Bhutanese nationals.
They took refuge in Nepal and
continue to live in camps In
Nepal.. Bhutan perceives that
its security and integrity could
be threatened by the presence of
these people just as they did in
Sikkim not in the distant pas*

It is the people of Nepalese ori-
gin who started the agitation in
Sikkim against Chogyal [ the
ruler) which led, in the end, to
the integration of Sikkim with
India. However, there is a view
that the fear is misplaced in
Bhutan. They have lived in
Bhutan for generations and
they claim they are more
Bhutanese than they are
Nepalese. They find it hard to
believe they could be a security

threat {o Bhutan.
Conclusion

It is needless to emphasise
that development in a count
must be people-oriented. It calils
for not only participation ot
people but also for action to
spread the benefits of economic
growth among the people. In or-
der to make greater use of their
owtl resources, the people in the
country must be galvanised (o
achieve this goal. Genuine de-
velopment inevitably links to
popular participation, public
accountability and respect for
fundamental human rights. It
is important to note that in a
participatory governmernt, !
dom famine or war breaks out.

L R AR PR
1t is significant to note tha

under the new rulés the dbdica-

tion of the King can be forced by
the National Assembly and this
implies that the King is not
above the will of the people. In
my view, transforming Bhutan
within the fold of participatory
government while preserving
its unigque culture and tradi-
tions is a daunting task for the
King. We should not be under
the delusion that democratic
institutions can be built in one
day in a country where cen-
turies old traditions , customs .

cultural history and religious
sentiments underpin the
monarchical system. One would
argue that the changes will in-
vigorate the country as a whole .
It is good for the people ol
Bhutan and also for the people
of the region.

The writer is former Bangla-
desh Ambassador to the UN in
Geneva

‘Second Sub-regional
Meet 1s a Non-starter

Deepak Gajurel writes from Kathmandu

HE second meeting of {or-

I eign secretaries of the

South Asian Growth

Quadrangle (SAGQ), which was

expected to speed up sub-

regional cooperation, produced
little other than rhetoric.

The meeting of the quad-
rangle, comprising Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Nepal and north-
east Indian states, passed with-
out any decisions on sub-re-
gional development initiatives
and projects, Critics said the
sub-regional bloc had failed to
take uﬁ' because of poor plan-
ning and lack of initiative. The
foreign secretaries decided that
working groups would be con-
stitut to examine and rec-
ommend specific projects for
sub-regional cooperation. In
identifying proposals, the
working groups would be guided
by the principles of maxihn]"xulll{"l

oc
WIEE'E c%ll-l.d al‘m;”di%e ting,
nonetheless, failed even to set
the modalities for such working
groups. The Kathmandu meet
merely made some ceremonial
decisions and declared "reaf-
firmation of the commitment
of their governments to pursu-
ing sub-regional economic co-

operation for accelerating
economic growth, overcoming
infrastructural constraints

and developing and making op-
timal use of complementari-
ties."

“The meeting decided that
the growth quadrangle will be
pursued within the ramework
of SAARC (South Asian Asso-
ciation for Regional Coopera-
tion) with the objective of
complementing and supple-
menting regional cooperation,”
the foreign office here stated.

The responsibilities of
preparing project papers for

sint working were set by the

fir=* meeting of the foreign sec-
retaries last year. According to
that, Bhutan is to prepare pro-
ject papers in the field of envi-
ronment, Bangladesh on op-
timal and sustainable utilisa-
tion of natural resources en-
dowments and energy, India on
trade and investment and pro-
motion and Nepal -on multi-
model transportation, commu-
nications and tourism.

Donor agencies like the
World Bank and the Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB) had
shown interest in taking up

rojects related to the SAGQ.
}lj'he two came forward to hold
seminars to bring into focus

ssible regional projects. The
irst seminar was held in
Dhaka, Bangladesh, last
November but the second.
which was supposed to have
been held in Nepal, did not crys-
tallise for unknown reasons.

These potential donors

seem discouraged by the sub-
y progress.

regional group's t
"\\%e are rcad:? to consider tak-
ing up projects under sub-re-
gional initiatives. But a general
ment on the development

grn ects has to be reached
" sources with the agencies

_hen: told IANS.

“Sub-regional development
initiatives can make a differ-
ence for the well-being of the
people at large. But 1 am cau-
tiously optimistic on its suc-
cess ‘given its slow and ob-
scure functioning,” said Jaya
Raj Acharya, former Nepali
Ambassador to the United
States. "We have to move at a
fast pace if this sub-regional
concept is to work,"” he added.

--India Abroad News Service



