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BNP announces |

fresh agitation
programmes

Opposition BNP yesterday
announced fresh agitation pro-
grammes, including country-
wide demonstration on July 27
and DC oflice ﬂh&fﬂﬂ from Au-
gust 5. reports UNB.

The ‘'demonstration day’ will
be observed protesting torture
and harassment on Bangla-
speaking people and op tion
activists in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts and their arrest.

They will lay siege to DC of-
fices at 21 district headquarters
demanding adequate supply of
water and power and protesting
price hike of essentials and de-
terioration of law and order.

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan in a state-
ment has called upon all units
of the party and the people to
make the demonstration and
DC office gherao programmes
SUCCesS,

Import through
Tamabil border
suspended

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, July 16: Import of
coal and other items through
the Tamabil border in
Gowainghat thana remained
suspended for the seventh da
today. an official said this af-
ternoon.

The Indian transport work-
ers stop work following a
dispute with the members of the
BSF since July 10. It resulted in
the immediate stoppage of the
movement of trucks from
across the border. Several meet-
Inrﬁs were held between the BSF
officials and leaders of the
transport workers during the
last few days, but yielded no re-
sult, the official added.

More than 100 Indian trucks
carry coal and other items
through the Tamabil border ev-

eryday.

[_abour unrest
at Haripur

Gasfield

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, July 16: Police has
been ‘deployed in the Haripur
Gasfield following continued
labour unrest over the ap-
pointment of some new perma-
nent workers, said an official
today.

Police said, the situation be-
came tense three days ago when
the information of appoint-
ment of 26 new workers reached
the gasfield.

ere are 279 workers work-

ing on a daily-basis in the five

asfields under Sylhet Gas

elds Company Limited. Most

of them had been working for

years and demanding regulari-
sation.

The new appointments of 26

See Page 12 Col 1

ROK chancery

opens
The newly constructed
chancery and residence of the

Embassy of the Republic of Ko-
rea was formally opened yes-
terday at the Baridhara diplo-
matic enclave, reports BSS.
Shin Sung-oh, Deputy Min-
ister of Foreign airs and
Trade of Korea was the chief
uest on the occasion. He
lessed the opening ceremon
by hanging the newly design
embassy emblem and planting
a commemorative plant within
the compound, a press release
said.
About one hundred members
of Korean community in Dhaka
attended the ceremony.

— Inside Today
Article
Here Comes the
Terminator!

Column: Do I Dare!
by A Z M Obaidullah
Khan

Voters revolt in Japan;
and Sino-US relations
enter a new phase
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Magurchhara disaster

Damage to eco-system
estimated at Tk 600 cr

By Mizan Ali and Igbal Siddiquee

The overall damage to Lhe
eco-system caused by the explo-
sion at Magurchhara gasfield in
Moulvibazar last as been
estimated at Tk gﬂﬂ crore, ac-
cording to the ﬂndinﬁa of a gov-
ernment-appointe expert
committee.

The explosion in an ex-
ploratory well on June 15 last
year sent balls of fire leaping up
to 800 feet, forcing the US oll
company, Occidental, to aban-
don the well. The fire caused
massive damage to the sur-
rounding forests, the
animals and birds living in
those, human habitats, the en-
vironment and the eco-system
as a whole. The flame, however,
was doused off six months later.

“"Re-generation of a stable
eco-system generally requires a
period exceeding over 100
years.” said a member of the ex-
pert committee.

"But in our conservative es-
timate. we calculated that the
damages to nature in Magurch-
hara could be brought to a sus-
tainable level In years”, he
added.

The four-member expert
committee submitted its report
to the Ministry of Forest and
Environment on July 1. Com-
mittee members visited the site
twice for preparing the report,
sources said,

The committee comprised
officials from the Department
of Environment, Department of

Forest and representatives of
Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association and
Bangladesh Centre for Ad-
vanced Studies.

Environment ministry offi-
cials said they will study the re-
ﬁ:ﬂ before forwarding it to the

inistry of Energy and Mineral
Resources to claim compensa-
tion from Occidental for the
damage.

Al least B7.5 acres of re-
served forest belonging to the
Forest Department were dam-
aged. The experts quantified the
damage as — severe damage lo
20 acres of forest partial dam-
age to 26 acres and minor dam-
age to 41.5 acres,

See Page 12 Col 3
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Team leaves for
London today to

avert closure
of SB branches

By Staff Correspondent

A high-powered government
delegation is leaving for Lon-
don today to settle the fate of the
five branches of the Sonali
Bank there.

The 2-member team com-
Bﬂslng Sonali Bank Managing

irector Mahbubur Rahman
Khan and Bangladesh Bank
Deputy Governor and former
Sonall Bank Managing Direc-
tor Ibrahim Khaled.

The team will hold talks
with officials of the Bank of
England regarding measures to
avert the closure of the SB
branches in the UK.

The decision to send the
high-level delegation was taken
at a meeting with Finance Min-
ister SAMS Kibria in the chair
recently after a letter was re-
ceived from the Bank of Eng-
land saying that it may take
drastic steps regarding Sonali
Bank's operations in the UK.
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Flood situation grave: 17

The flood situation in the
country deteriorated further
yesterday with the inundation
of fresh areas in different dis-
tricts leaving 11 people dead.

Water levels of most major
rivers continued to rise aggra-
vating the flood situation in 17
districts.

“The flood situation may ex-
erience further deterioration
ollowing general rising trend
in water levels in the maﬂur
rivers and significant rainfall
in the upstreams,” the Flood
Forecasting and Warning Cen-
tre sald yesterday.

The Flood Information Cen-

tre said major rivers in the four

basins were still flowing above
their danger marks. The
Brahmaputra was flowing 32
cm above the danger level at
Bahadurabad, 10 cm at Siraj-
ganj and 46 cm at Aricha.

he Old Brahmaputra at

By Staff Correspondent

Jamalpur, the Lakhya at
Narayanhat, the Ganges at
Goalundo and Bhagyakul. the
Khowai in Habiganj, the Gumti
at Comilla, the Muhuri at
Parshuram and the Halda at
Narayanhat were flowing above
their danger marks.

The affected districts are:
Rajbari, Gaibandha, Chit-
tagong, Cox's Bazar, Pabna,
Kushtia, Sherpur, Sirajganj,
Eo%!;a. Jamalpur, Mymensingh,
Kishoreganj, Faridpur, Kuri-
gram, Lalmonirhat, Rangpur
and Cornilla.

Our correspondents reported
four deaths in Pabna and one in
Gaibandha. News agency UNB
reported six deaths from My-
mensingh, Rajbari, Sherpur,
Lalmonirhat and Kurigram dis-
tricts.

Our Pabna correspondent
reports: Four children drowned
in flood water in Bera thana

dists hit, 11 more die

Wednesday night. Two of them
fell down from a boat in village
Kukri and one each from Dur-
izapur and Char Sadullapur wvil-
ages died as they fell down
from two congested raised bam-
boo platforms (machans).

e flood has engulfed 15 out
of 18 thanas of the greater
Pabna district.

Flood situation has a-
vated in the district as fresh ar-
eas have been inundated. The
affected 15 thanas are: Pabna
Sadar, Bera, Sujanagar, Chat-
mohar, Bhangoora, Faridpur,
Santhia, Sirajganj, Kazipur,

Belkuchi, Chouhali, Tarash,
Rai arh]. Ullapara and
Shahzadpur.

Our correspondent from
Gaibandha reports: The flood
situation in the district wors-
ened further with inundation of
fresh areas.

See Page 12 Col 4
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Pro-hartal activists exploded cracker
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Police pick up 150 during hartal

70 hurt in sporadic clashes

At least 70 people including
21 policemen were injured in
sporadic clashes during the
half-day hartal in the city
terday, called by BNP-led seven
party alliance.

Police picked up about 150
pickets from different areas
during the hartal hours.

The hartal was called to
Pmtcst price hike of essentials,
deteriorating’ law and order
and in demand for adequate
supply of power, water and gas.

Motorised vehicles remained
off the roads but rickshaws and
pushcarts were seen plying in
many areas during the hartal
period. Movement of inter-
district buses to and from
Dhaka also remained sus-
pended. Train service was, how-
ever, unaffected.

Most of the business houses,
private offices, shops and edu-

cation institutions remained -

closed. Banks were open but
transaction was thin.

The injured policemen were
admitted to Rajarbagh Police
hospital. Of the other injured,
11 were admitted to Dhaka
Medical Cull:%e Hospital, said
police and DMCH sources.

Nayabazar and its adjoining

yes-.

By Staff Correspondent

areas in the old part of the city
was the main trouble spot dur-
ing the six-hour hartal that be-
gan at 6:00 am.

The city BNP office is at
Nayabazar.

Clashes between police and
pro-hartal activists broke out
around Nawab Yousuf market
at Nayabazar and spread upto
Tanti-Bazar, North-South Road

AL brings out
anti-hartal
procession

Bangladesh Awami League

Keslerday brought out an ant-

artal procession in the city,
reports UNB.

The processionists chanted
sluﬁans against the hartal and
said it has been designed to cre-
ate unrest and anarchy in the
country.

Dhaka city AL General Sec-
retary and State Minister for
LGRS and Cooperatives Mofaz-

zal Hossain Chowdhury Maﬁa
led the procession during the

hartal called by BNP-led seven-
party alliance.

and Bangshal. In some of these
areas, clashes continued be-
yond the hartal hours.

Clashes between pro and
anti-hartal pickets took place
in Motijheel, Farmgate. Ma-
hakhali, Mirpur and Demra ar-
eas. A number of autorickshaws
and tempos were damaged and
some rickshaws were burnt in
those areas.

Initially the hartal pro-
gramme was for the whole
country, but it was revised on
Wednesday.

The alliance said the pro-

amme was revised consider-
ing the sufferings of the people
due to floods.

The trouble at Nayabazar
started at about 8.30 am and
continued till about 2.00 pm.

. BNP workers took control of

the area and clashed with police
in riot gear several times,

The pickets hurled brick
bats and crackers during the
chase and counter-chase. Shots

were also fired during the pe-
riod.

Abdullah, 32, was bullet-hit
when pickets clashed with po-
lice at Bangshal Crossing at
about 11.30 am. He was sent to

See Page 12 Col 8
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Depositing resignation letters

Top BNP leaders
criticise move

By Staff Correspondent

An emergency meeting of the
BNP Standing Committee was
adjourned late last night with-
out taking any decision on the
issue of some party MPs' de-

siting letters of resignation
E%m Jatiya Sangsad to the
psu't_r{l chief.

e meeting will resume on
July 21, a day after the by-elec-
tion in Barisal-b constituency
of Jatiya Sangsad.

Some 30 party MPs de-
posited their letters of resigna-
tion to Leader of the Cﬁn tion
in parliament and BNP Chair-

m Khaleda Zia that
sparked off serious dissatisfac-
;;_i?n among the party rank and
ile.

Salahuddin Quader Chowd-
hury reportedly took the initia-
tive.

However, the members of the
standing committee were tight-
lipped about what had tran-
spired at the meeting. But
sources close to those attending
the meeting told The Daily Star
that some senior members of
the committee were critical
about those who took the move

of collecting resi%natiun letters
from the party MPs.

They suggested that the MPs
who have signed the resigna-
tion letters should withdraw
those immediately. They also
demanded punishment to the
initiators of the move to make
sure that they do not take such
initiatives without the approval
of the party leadership.

Some other members of the
standing committee, however,
opposed the idea of punishing
the initiators, while a few were
;lf_it to come up with their views.

ey would speak when meet-
ing resumes.

Meanwhile, following press
r:gorts on the issue, the party
MPs and district-level leaders
rushed to the capital to know
the developments from the top
leaders, while dozens of anx-
ious party activists were seen
moving around Begum Zia's
Minto Road office yesterday
evening,

Earlier, Dr Moin Khan, a
member of the party's national
executive commitiee and re-

See Page 12 Col 1

Body of young
woman found

inside a sack

By Staff Correspondent

The body of an unidentified
woman, aged about 25, was
found inside a sack which was
floating in a pond in Khilkhet
area under Cantonment thana
in the city yesterday morning.

Police recovered the par-
tially decomposed body [rom
the pond at Fakirbari in Bat-
tola area at about 10 am. The
woman was wearing a yellow

rint saree and a magenta
louse.

A part of the saree was
wrapped around the neck of the
body. The body was sent to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal morgue for autopsy.

Police suspected that the
woman was strangulated a cou-
le of days ago. Her body was
ater placed in the sack and
dumpee in the pond.

At about 7 am yesterday, lo-
cal people found the sack float-
ing in the pond. With the de-
composed body inside and in-
formed police about it.

Police said they had ques-
tioned a number of local people
to trace the identity of the
woman and to find out the rea-
son behind the murder. They
were now waiting for the au-
topsy report.

Acting attorney-gen resigns

Mahmudul Islam takes
over as new AG

By Staff Correspondent

Mahmudul Islam, a senior
advocate of the Supreme Court,
was ag'?uint:d Attorney Gen-

eral (AG) yesterday.
President Shahabuddin
Ahmed appointed him the tenth

Attorney General of Bangladesh
as per the provision under Arti-
cle 64 of the Constitution, until
further order, a Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs
Ministry notification said yes-

tErdaf\]r_

When contacted over tele-
phone, the newl E;ipmnted AG
said that he had taken over the
charge of the office.

Earlier, Additional Attorney
General Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan,
who had been discharging re-
sponsibilities as acting AG,
submitted his resignation at
about 1:30 pm yesterday.

Bhuiyan was made the Act-
ing AG lollowing KS Nabi’'s res-
ignation from the post of the
Attorney General on May 29.
Nabi, while attending an inter-
national conference in UK,
came to know that his tour had
not been approved by the prime
minister. He returned immedi-

ately and submitted "voluntary
resignation on personal
grounds.”

Nabi, the former law secre-
tary of the Awami League, was
made AG on July 31, 1996, fol-
lowing the party's return to

wer,

Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan told
The Daily Star that he also had
resigned on 'personal grounds.’

"I want to return to my pri-
vate practice,” said Bhuiyan
who was appointed as the Addi-
tional AG, on June 1, 1982.

Asked whether he had been
advised by the government to
resign, Bhuiyan denied, saying
"I have resigned voluntarily”.
The letter of resignation ad-
dressed to the President has
been sent to the Law Ministry
for its forwarding, he said.

Mahmudul Islam was born
in Rangpur on March, 1, 1937
and enrolled as a pleader in
June, 1961 and practised in
Rangpur district court. He acted
as Special Prosecutor of War
Crimes from April 1972 to De-
cember 1973 and as Assistant

See Page 12 Col 7
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Prof Alauddin
appointed
JU VC

By JU Correspondent

Pro-Vice Chancellor of Ja-
hangirnagar University Prof
Alauddin Ahmed has been ap-
pointed Vice Chancellor of Lg
for a four-year t

President and Chancellor of
JU Shahabuddin Ahmed made
the appointment.

He is likely to take over on
July 18 as the tenure of incum-
bent VC Prof Amirul Islam
Chowdhury expires on July 17.

When contacted, Prof Alaud-
din confirmed that he received

See Page 12 Col 3

BCL leader
shot dead in
Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, July 16: A BCL
leader was shot dead on
Mahtabuddin Degree College
campus in Kaliganj thana of the
district this morning.

The wvictim, Rezaul Karim
Reza, 20, president of Kaliganj
Thana Unit of Bangladesh
Chhatra League, was shot by
some young man in front of the
office of the college principal at
about 10:20 am. He died on way
to hospital.

UNB adds: The administra-
tion has imposed Section 144
restricting meetings and pro-
cessions in Kaliganj thana fol-
lowing the killing.

CID investigating
Faruk murder

By Staff Correspondent

CID has started investigat-
ing the murder of former
Jatiya Party MP Lutfor Rahman
alias Kala Faruk who was
allegedly strangulated on July
6

Besides, Dhanmondi police
were collecting information re-
garding the murder. They offi-
cially took over the case from

See Page 12 Col 2

Confce on foreign investment
16 Asian nations fail to
find common stand

NEW DELHI, July 16: Opin-
ion leaders from 16 Asian de-
veloping nations preached cau-
tion on foreign investment but
found no consensus today on
whether they should roll out the
red carpet for multinationals or
be reluctant hosts, officials
said, reports AP.

"Participants ... have been of
the view that host developing
countries should exercise dis-
cretion to selectively permit
foreign direct investment (FDI)
in priority areas in line with
their national development ob-
jectives,” the Indian govern-
ment said in a statement after
the two-day discussions on in-
ternational investment ar-
rangements wound up today.

e developing nations also
want mandatory transfers of
technology from multinational
corporations when investments
are made in local markets, the
statement said.

India hosted the meeting of
overnment officials, industry
eaders and voluntary groups
with the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Develop-
ment to discuss international
investment arrangements.

UNCTAD officials said the
urpose of the conference was to
amiliarise developing nations
with existing investment ar-
rangements. The discussions
were not open to the press.

"The discussions brought out
clearly the complexities in-
vol in any attempts toward a
global investment regime — a
complexity that was evident
when the OECD countries,
which initiated the move ...
were not able to reach an

eement on investment,” In-
dia's Press Information Bureau
said in the statement.

In April this year, trade and
finance ministers from the

See Page 12 Col 5
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South African President
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andela stands with

Graca Machel, wife of the late former president of Mozam-
bique Samora Machel. South African news reports said
that the couple are expected to get married tomorrow,
Mandela's 80th birthday, at a private ceremony at the

President's Houghton home in Johannesburg. —AP file photo }.

Continued ROK
investment
assured

South Korea has assured
continued investment in Ban-
gladesh, reports BSS,

The assurance was given in a
letter to Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad from his Korean
counterpart Dr Park Chung
S00.

Shin Sung-oh, the visitin
Deputy Minister for Foreign Al-
fairs and Trade of Korea handed
over the letter when he paid a
courtesy call on Azad at his of-
fice yesterday afternoon.

South Korea is Bangladesh's
third biggest investor and
Youngone, a Korean firm, is the
largest investor in the Export
Processing Zone. About one
thousand Korean nationals are
employed in nearly 60 small
and big Korean firms operating
in B adesh.

Azad said the Korean minis-
ter in his letter lauded the suc-
cess of Bangladesh in national
development and diplomacy. Dr
Park mentioned that success of
the present government was

" See Page 12 Col 8

Alternatives

Our next issue of Alternatives will come
out on 29 July 1998 in Che Bily St and
the theme for the issue is Urban Public

Toilet.

Scholars, researchers, activists and all
other interested parties at home and
abroad are requested to send their articles
by 26 July 1998 to Dr Imtiaz Ahmed, Exe-
cutive Director, Centre for Alternatives,
Room No. 431, Lecture Theatre, Arts
Building, Dhaka University, Dhaka-1000.
Tel: 9661900-59, Ext: 4550; Fax: (8802)
836769; E-mail: imtiaz@bangla.net




