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Bangabandhu murder case

Taheruddin Thakur was involved
in events at Radio station, says 10

Taheruddin Thakur, the
State Minister for Information,
was involved in the events that
took place at the radio station
soon after the assassination of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman on August 15, 1975, re-
ports UNB.

"He (Thakur) wvoluntarily
came to the radio station,” said
ASP Abdul Kahar Akand, the
investigation officer (I0) in the
Bangabandhu murder case
during the cross-examination
by the defence in the District
and Sessions Judge's Court yes-
terday.

Akand who is the last of 61
prosecution witnesses in the
case told the court that the
chiefs of the three services and
other senior army officers were
forced by Major Dalim to go to
the radio station.

Replying to a defence query
the witness said, no copy of the
announcement of allegiance to
nost-August 15 government was
available during his investiga-
tion.

"No document about
Taheruddin Thakur was found
at the radio station,"” he said. No
document about the presence of
Reazul and Pronob, two other
witnesses in the case, was also
available. _

The ASP of the Criminal In-

vestigation Department (CID)
told the court that the DG of ra-
dio station is dead and no pro-
ducer, announcer, security per-
sonnel or driver of the radio
station at that time was made
witness in the case.

The prosecution witness
admitted that Thakur was at
his official residence during the
kil!iteug, but denied that he was
forced to go to the radio station
by armoured car against his
will or he was the victim of the
situation.

Akand denied the defence
suggestion Lhat the chiefs of the
three services discharged their
duties on August 15, 1975 in the
same posilion they were occu-
pying a day before (August 14).

Asked il the thiree scrvices'
chiefls resigned or revolted aller
the August 15 Kkilling, the wit-
ness said that they neither re-
signed nor revolted.

He informed that no rela-
tives of the victims of August 15
incident was made witness in
the case and no case was lodged
against the plaintiff for the de-
lay, as in the ejahar he had de-
scribed the reasons.

Akand also told the court
that no officials who worked
with Thakur was made witness
other than four persons work-
ing in the radio. "However,

mﬂ:‘y officials were interro-
gaL“N.“ bout ing th
o paper about crossing the
ferri W
o0 oy s, Dy &
| didn't seize any paper from
government transport pool
about traveling of ministers,”
he said.

He denied a suggestion that
Prof Charted Alam was made
witness to establish Thakur's
connection with the army offi-
Cers.
The 10 admitted some names
who were in both the Banga-
bandhu and Mushtaque cabi-
nets. They included Moham-
madullah, Justice Abu Syeed
Chowdhury, Prof Yusuf Ali, Fa-
nee Bhushon Majumdar,
Sohrab Hossain, ul Man-
nan, Monoranjan Dhar, Abdul
Momen, Asaduzzaman Khan,
Azizur Rahman Mallik and Dr
Mozaffar Ahmed Chowdhury.

Some names of the Mush-
taque cabinet were Moslehud-
din Khan (Manikganj). Syed
Altal Hossain (NAP)., Shah
Moazzem Hossain, Dewan
Farid Gazi, Prof Nurul Islam
Chowdhury and Nurul Islam
Maniju.

The cross-examination of
the 10 concluded yesterday.
Judge Golam Rasul adjourned

12]:]E earing to resume on July

Hasnat, Suranjit asked to explain
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any person enjoying their rank
and status until the by-election
is over.

Meanwhile, the two-member
electoral inquiry committee
headed by a sub-judge de-
manded explanation from
Chief Whip of the Jatiya
Sangsad Abul Hasnat Abdullah
and Prime Minister's Parlia-
mentary Affairs Adviser
Suranjit Sengupta on Sunday
about the purpose of their re-
cent visit to the constituency.

Thtﬁr have been asked to
send their explanations within
a couple of days.

Earlier, E]{Isﬂ secretary gen-
eral Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
lodged a complaint with the EC
office in Dhaka that the minis-
ters as well as ruling party lead-
ers c:}lpyin the T and sta-
tus ol ministers had been vio-
lating the electoral code of con-
duct in Barisal.

The EC referred the allega-
tions to the district electoral
inquiry comnittee of Barisal
following which the committee
sought the lanations of Abul
Hasnat Abdullah and Suranjit

Sengupta. :
&n upta told The Daily Star

last night that he has not yet re-

ceived any letter from the EC.
"However, the Leader of the Op-
position in Parliament Begum
Khaleda Zia also enjoys the
rank and status of a cabinet
member,” Sengupta said. posing

ROK minister
1n City
Deputy Foreign Minister for
Planning and Management of
the Republic of Korea [(ROK)]
Shin Sung-oh arrived in the

city last night on a three-day
visit, reports BSS.

Shin is here primarily to at-
lend the formal opening of the
newly-built chancery ol Korea
in Baridhara diplomatic en-
clave. it was learnt.

The _Karean minister, how-
ever. will meet senior officials

of the ministry of foreign af-
fairs and pay a courtesy call on
the Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad. He is learnt to be
carrying a letter for Azad from
Korean Foreign Minister Dr
Park Chung Soo. the embassy
officials said.

a guestion. "If she can hold a
public meeting in favour of her
arty candidate, why should I

blamed for paying a visit to
the same consttuency?"

Meanwhile. an  Election
Comumission olficial told this
correspondent last night that
the electoral code of conduct did
not bar any minister to visit
:irl?' constituency before the
polls.

"But the Chief Election
Commissioner wrote to the
Prime Minister in May, re-
questing her to ask the minis-
ters not to visit the Barisal-5
constituency before the polls
for the sake of ensuring a free
and fair polls,” the official said.

According to him, the Prime
Minister got the CEC's request
%prnm in a cabinet meeting.

e Cabinet Division subse-
quently issued letters to the
ministers, state ministers and
deputy ministers not to visit to
the constituency before and
during the by-election.

"As far as the visit is con-
cerned. the ministers or the rul-
ing party leaders enjoying the
status of ministers have vio-
lated a cabinet decision, not the
election code of conduct,” the EC
official noted.
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BNP brought out a torch procession in the city yesterday to drum up support for today's

half-day hartal. —Star photo
Flood situation worsens | BNP MPs
rom Page | Padma. From Fage

have beeil marooned in both the
districts while the road com-
munication remained snapci:cd.
administration sources said.

In Chittagong. the worst af-
fected areas are Raozan.
Fatikchhari, Satkania, Mirer-
sharai, Lohaghara, Anwara,
Banskali and Sandwip island,
the sources said.

Our correspondent reported

that road communication be-

tween Chittagong and Ranga-
mati also remained snapped
from yesterday as the road was
blocked at Ghagra due to land-
slide.

However, the administra-
tion was EIr:t to take any mea-
sure to take the marooned peo-
ple to safety or provide any
other succour.

At Sandwip island. several
thousand of people took shelter
at high lands, sources said.

In Chakaria, three lakh of
people have been marooned as
most of the low-lying areas
were submerged. district ad-
ministration source said.

Our Pabna correspondent
reported that a baby drowned in
flood waters at Bangura.

Over five thousand families

have been rendered homeless -

and nearly 8 thousand acres of
land with standing crops have
been inundated in the district
due to onrush of waters from
Jamuna and Padma.

Vast areas of 13 unions oul
of 18 in greater Pabna district
have been flooded.

Qur correspondent from Ra-
jshahi said low-lying areas of
the district have been inundated
due to heavy rains for last three
days.

At least 15 houses and soine
areas land have been washed

. away by erosion of the river

In Rajshahi city, some areas
including Shaheb Bazar, Rani--
bazar, Shalbagan, “Kaliganj.
Laxmipur, central Park, Sadhur
More and Kazla, remained
under knee deep water for three

days.
Water level of Padma
marked sharp rise at Rajshahi

Boint. Strong current of the
adma has washed away 15

houses in Srirampur and Kazla .

areas in the city.

Our Gaibandha correspon-
dent said that flood situation in
the district deteriorated and
more areas went under water.
Gaibandha-Balashi road went
under water at several points.

Due to flood water, a Santa-
har-bound local train derailed
at Salmara on Bonarpara-
Santahar section. Rail com-
munication remain suspended
because the rail track went un-
der water at some points.

UNB correspondent [rom
Bogra reports: A vasl area in
Dhunat thana was flooded after
the flood control dam at
Shimulbari developed a breach
Tuesday night. One person
drowned in Sonatola thana and
another died in wall collapse
caused by incessant rain.

Faruk murder

' From Page 1
g}z’mj thana said last night that
they raided two places in Sutra-
pur thana Tuesday night in

search of Faruk Amzad Khan, a
friend of Kala Faruk and one of
the six suspected killers, ab-
sconding since the incident.

Police sources said the mur-
der case was transferred as the
place of occurrence is in the ju-
risdiction of Dhanmondi thana
i the city.

%tllmdﬂ Chowdhury and Moin
an.
Following discussions with

‘the leaders, Begum Zia called a
- meeting

of BNP standing com-

mittee, the highest policy ,

'making body of the party, this

'evening to evaluate the devel-
opments.

lINB adds: Opposition Chief
“Whip Khondokar Delwar Hos-
s1ain has admitted that some of
tlhe party MPs have deposited
their resignation letters with
tlne party chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia.

"They have done it on tileir
ow'n, there was no such decision
of the party,” he told newsmen

aftrr a meeting with Begum Zia
at her official residence last
nig t.

12elwar and some olher se-
nior* leaders had a long meeting
with the part?' chief. Other lead-
ers vere Prol AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury, M Saifur Rahman,
KM (Obaidur Rahman and Dr
Kharrdaker Mosharrafl Hossain.

"W'e have discussed the cur-
rent joolitical situation,” Del-
war told the waiti NewsIen.
He sald depositing the resigna-
tion le:tters by some MPs will be
discussed in the Standing
Comm ittee and other forums of

the pauty.
II:::IT% Chowdhury and Sai-
fur Ral'iman declined to make

- any coiliment.

One of the young MPs {rom
Chittag ong, who deposited the
resignat fon letter to m Zia,
told the news agency last night
that there is no conflict in the
party. I inave deposited the res-
ignation letter to the y chief
as we art not allo to speak
in Parliaiient, nor we can work
for the coastituency.”

&
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PM accorded reception

From Page |

CHT that remained neglected so
long, the Prime Minister sought
cooperation of all including
political forces in implement-
ing those.

the

Thousands of people from

all walks of life converged in

Paltan Maidan amidst inces-
sant rains to participate in the

rallﬁn

ational Professor Kabir
Chowdhury, who headed the
1001 -member national com-
mittee, read out the citation at
the reception programme and
handed over a copy of it and a
crest to the Prime Minister with
thousands of people cheering.
She was also given a standing
ovation amid slogans wishing
her a long life.

"With your statesmanly
sagacity, you have successfully
concluded the Ganges Water-
sharing Treaty and the Chit-

tagong Hill Tracts Peace Treaty.
Al tet:iesc achieveme:_llt:d have
earn respect and admira-
tion numl}' at home but also
abroad. Please accept the na-
tion's homage for this unparal-
leled act of statesmanship”, the
citation said.

CHT

From Page 1
tion plan for the Chittagong

Hill Trag is,
onducting all the activities

of the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Regional Council and the three
hill district councils.

Conducting all duties of
thana parishad, pourasava,
union parishad and gram
sarkar in the CHT as per exist-
ing laws.

Coordinating all working
divisions concerned to main-
tain environment and geologi-
cal nature of the CHT.

Taking steps for socio-eco-
nomic development of all tribal
and non-tribal people in the
CHT and main their ed-
ucation, culture, social tradi-
tions and customs, language, re-
ligion, behaviour and respec-
tive identity.

Conducting and coordinat-
ing the relief and rehabilitation
activities and facing any
calamity.

Observing and monitoring
NGO activities in the CHT.

Su sing and coordinat-
ing all development activities
of all local government bodies,
including Regional Council and
coordinating inter-ministe-
rial/divisional development
activities.

Administration of Chit-
tagong Development Board. *

Matters " International
Centre for Integratec Mountain
Development about the CHT.,

Keeping liaison with all in-
ternational agencies concerned
about the ministry and all for-
eign matters.

Working about formulating
all laws concerned about activ-
ities under the ministry.

Investigation and statistics
about the matter allotted to the
ministry.

It also congratulated the
remmier for “championing”
uman rights in the country.
Those who spoke on the oc-
casion include representatives
of various social forces—from a
senior leader of the ruling
Awami League down to a rick-
shawpuller. All of them con-
gratulated Hasina for her ‘rare
achievement of bringing back
peace’ in the CHT and '‘guaran-
teeing' equal rights to all sec-
tions of people.

Noted citizens and people
representing various commu-
nities were also present.

As it rained. many of those
attending the function used
umbrellas while others were
drenched. The corridors of both
the stadiums— Bangabandhu
National Stadium_ ., and
Bhashani Stadium — adjacent
to Paltan Maidan, were crowded

with people.
However, a gigantic pandal
sheltered the VVIPs on the large

podium and the invited is
sitting around the dais. In the
background of the colourfully-
designed stage, there was a
painting of mountain inscribed
with "Grand rally in su of
peace and harmony: People's
reception to Sheikh {Iasina, the
architect of peace in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts.” There was
also a painting of Hasina, car-
rying a white pigeon, and a por-
trait of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

anners and placards hail-
ing the CHT peace accord and
congratulating PM were all
around and drum beats kept the
rain-soaked audience cheering.
Tight security measures were
taken to maintain peace in the

rendered pa-

or several hours
formally

pm. Verses from the

_area.

Popular s

triotic songs,

before the
an at 4

_holy Quran, the Geeta, the Bible

and the itak were recited at
the start of the function. Popu-
lar actor Asaduzzaman Noor
conducted it. A message from
octogenarian poet Sufia Kamal
was read out by him.

Health & FP

From Page 1
client-focused delivery
services related to health.

Under the reform pro-
gramme, directorates at divi-
sional and district levels will
also be reorganised in phases,
which will start after three
YEAIR, ...

» Sources in the health min-
istry and the health direc-
torates, said that unification of
the centres at the grass-roots
level will facilitate implemen- -
tation of the three billion dol-
lar Health and Population Sec-
tor Programme (HPSP)] that
started from July 1.

The sources said the status
and sal of officers, staff and
field workers at thana and
union levels and the working
system are being considered.
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