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AL Should Respond

It is really frustrating and sad that once again
our exhortations against hartal have fallen on
deaf ears. The BNP has gone ahead with its hartal
programme for today. This is however hardly a
new experience for us. Right from the very first day
of its emergence The Daily Star has been tirelessly
trying to impress the fact upon the political parties
that hartal is not only an anathema on the econ-
omy but also an utterly undemocratic practice
against the people. Both Awami League and BNP
have come to refuse this point of view with an
amazing degree of obsessive consistency.

But at long last some signs have appeared on the
horizon that suggest we can look beyond hartal as
a political tool to register protest. Hope lies in a re-
cent statement by the leader of the opposition. To
her credit, BNP chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia
has gone on record saying that her party would
consider abjuring hartal if the ruling Awami
League gives an undertaking that as and when it is
in the opposition it won't resort to hartal. Now
this, on the face of it, sounds as a genuine break-
through; an excellent opportunity to turn the at-
tenuating course of our politics by its head. We
think by putting forward this offer Mrs. Zia has
really injected that element of grace which is badly
missing in our politics. By being so tangibly clear

the ruling party’s court. The onus is now on Awami
League . In our view the ruling party should re-
spond to it immediately. If it can’t say an outright
ves to the proposal it should at least make it public
that it is examining it.

The point we are trying to make is that it is im-
perative that political parties, specially the ruling
party should build on it. And build quickly. Pre-
cious time may have already been lost. Every pass-
ing day will add to the hardening of stances of the
respective parties. So act quickly.

Outrageous

Senator Akram Zaki of Pakistan was here last
weck to deliver to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina a
letter from her Pakistani counterpart Nawaz
Sharif. He was invited to talk on the post-explo-
sion situation by two very respectable fora: the
Centre for Policy Dialogue and the Institute of In-
ternational and Strategic Studies. He ably repre-
sented the Pakistani point of view on the subject.
And then he did something else quite beyond his
waters. Senator Zaki saw in the emergence of
Bangladesh a handiwork of some lady Surgeon op-
erating on a child born whole.

This was standard rhetoric of the perpetrators of
the ‘1971 genocide, put out to justify a massacre
that shamed Changiz and Taimur and even Ha-
laku. The rhetoric, in which those executioners did
not themselves believe, was used also to deny the
fact of the Liberation War and Pakistan's ignomin-
ious defeat at the hand of the freedom tighters and
the rationale for the birth of Bangladesh. Akram
Zaki has betrayed an ignorance of knowing no bet-
ter than what has been discredited and dismissed
as substandard propaganda. Or knowing every-
thing he has chosen to articulate outright false-
hood.

We shall urge our Foreign Office to see that
Bangladesh does not become an open field for anti-
Bangladesh propaganda.

We are outraged over the damage his indiscre-
tion might have caused to the good trend that has
been building between our two states over the last
few years. Nawaz Sharif's ideas on repatriation of
stranded Pakistanis and a Pakistani reassessment
of that state's performance in 1971 contributed
gloriously to this good trend. This is what we

atavistic.

Israel's Trickery Condoned

Just when a tough UNSC resolution seemed in
the works against Israeli expansionism in
Jerusalem the US has intervened with its veto
threat up its sleeves to soften it into a vegetative
version of reprimand. An Arab-sponsored bid at
the highest council of the world to get a severe
stricture in place with an accompanying demand
that Israel annul its expansion decision forthwith
has petered away. A compromise presidential
statement dubbing Tel Aviv's action merely as ‘a
serious and damaging development’ has been
adopted more as an expression of concern than
condemnation.

A resolution by consensus has locus in interna-
tional law while a statement is devoid of it. Such is
the vital difference between the two. By moderating
the UNSC's final version the US has in effect bol-
stered the Israeli eye-wash of a stance that all they
are doing in Jerusalem is a municipal matter, not a
fit subject to travel to the UNSC.

The Israeli ruse is at once exposed by what ex-
actly is at stake and where the Mideast peace pro-
cess is imperilled. Tel Aviv is hell-bent to change
the demographic and political content of the dis-
puted territory of Jerusalem with an ulterior mo-
tive of prejudicing the final status talks with the
PLO which is determined to make Jerusalem the
capital of a future Palestinian state. The final sta-
tus negotiations are due in terms of the Oslo agree-
ment to which Israel is a signatory like the PLO.

So, Israel is in serious breach of an interna-
tional agreement which should be actionable in
law. If Israel cannot be made to step back from exe-
cuting its plan it will sound the death knell to what
little remains of the Mideast peace process.

with her position she has actually sent the ball to

should build on without being irreconcilably
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HARTAL POLITICS

Unwanted Thanks Thickening,W anted Services Thinning _

by A R Shamsul Islam

Every hartal is followed by a downpour of thanks to the people by the callers and protesters of the hartal alike.
The former for so-called "spontaneous observance" and the latter for so-called "downright rejection". The
attendant miseries of a hartal are antidotes to services expected from the hartal callers by the millions

unfortunate

ortune seems to have
persistentl
the people of Bangl-
adesh from almost all possible
angles. A vast majority of them
are plagued by poverty, hunger,
disease, uneducation, unacco-
mmodation elc.
The government and the op-
sition are supposed to be the
irst and second to attend to
those grinding problems. Un-
fortunately till now none of
them has played true to it. So
the people do not feel thankful
to any of them. Curiously
enough, the otherwise unener-
getic and obdurate imremment
and the opposition have devel-
oped a culture of profusely
thanking the people for what
they say the support they have
iven them (government and
the opposition) in pursuing an
action. As for instance, every
following day of a hartal
(mostly called by the opposi-
lion) both the opposition and
government pay profound
thanks to the people — the op-
position for people's sponta-
neously observing it and the
government for people's out-
right rejecting it. What a more
farcical thanks-getting war the
teeming millions can win with-
out doing any battle!
Whereas both the govern-
ment and the opposition are
pledge-bound to serve the peo-

Who's to B

end, the second Vajpayee gov-

ernment goes the way of the
first. who is to blame? Not the
opportunistic combine of the
two Yadavs. Deve Gowda. et al
bending over backwards to
crown Mrs Sonia Gandhi as
Prime Minister, with the two
Communist parties unrolling
the red carpet. Not even the ob-

IF as is being feared at June-

streperous fair-weather 'allies’
of the BJP notably Ms Jay-
alalitha's All-India Anna

Dravida Munnetra Kazagham
(A-I ADMK].

The fault lies in the BJP's re-
cent penchant for riding more
than one horse at the same time
to be all things to all men. or be-
ing clever by half. The reference
is not again so much to the par-
ty’s unthinking electoral al-
liance with slippery bed fellows
like Ms Jayalalitha and Ms
Mamta Banerjee to a lesser ex-
tent. (Incidentally, if the State
leadership of the BJP in
Andhra Pradesh had not put its
foot down, the national policy
makers would have landed
themselves in an equally messy
situation wvis-a-vis N T Rama
Rao's widow, Ms Lakshmi Par-
vatl, who would have made Atal
Behari Vajpayee's cup of sorrow
spill ut:n..nf_-rlJ

The reference is to the more
lundamental issue of the BJP's
identification with the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP), Bajrang
Dal and their likes who are
counted as the Sangh parivar
following its adoption of the
Hindutva philesophy about a
decade ago. True, the Jan
Sangh, as the first edition of the
BJP, had organic links with the
R55, but when Dr Shyama
Prosad Mukerjee launched the
Sangh he rejected the Akhand
Hindustan plank of the Hindu

frowned at

- highl

ple. It is their obvious election
plank. Neither calling a hartal
nor containing it force can
have any concern for the wel-
fare of the people. They mostly
add to the people's woes.
Hamida Banu is a school
teacher of a mufassil district.
Her husband is attacked with
myocardial infarction. He is
rushed to Dhaka Suyhrawardy
Hospital. Unfortunately the
transit day coincides with a
dawn-to-dusk hartal called by
the opposition. Apparently
there is no problem. He is fer-
ried in an ambulance whose
plyinﬁ the hartal callers are
considerate enough to keep be-
yond the purview of the hartal.
Still the plying ambulance is

intercepted on Farmgate road
by armed hartal pickets and the
vehicle is damaged. The argu-
ment upheld is that in the guise
of use of ambulance for patients
hartal-opposed activities are
roved to be done by persons on
oard the vehicle.
Of course, the press vehicles
are emphatically declared to be
outside the gamut of hartal. But

in practice sometimes these are
found to be marked out for
pinch attack. And worse still,
some particular press trans-
ports are carefully discrimi-
nated against. Newspapers fol-
lowing hartal day bring out pic-
torial details of damages caused
to the vehicles by the pickets
punctuated with the injuries of

the pressmen on board the ve-
hicles.
The other day hartal weirdly

coincided with the HSC Exami-
nation. Examinees, guardians,
educationists, conscious people
made fervent appeals to the
Leader of the Opposition, the
announcer of the hartal, to
shift the hartal day. But it was
not waived. Compellingly the
examination was pushed back.
It must have immensely wor-
ried the examinees and others
concerned. What a sod, the har-
tal authorities do not some-
times consult the calendar.
Maybe hartal is sometimes
called in the thick of emotion
in a public meeting. Worse still.
when they are apprised the un-
suitability of a day for hartal

they do not often tend to be dis-
posed to rectification.
Anti-hartal processions by
the ruling party are now on the
scene. The ruling party is in full
command of the parliament
supposed to be the hub of all na-
tional political activities. Still
the ruling party considers it ex-
pedient to control the streets.
The old belief that street agita-
tions are the deciders in the
game of r ascendancy is yet
lo go. The Awami League was
the master of holding hartals. It
paralysed the erstwhile BNP
overnment by the rigour of
artals. The opposition BNP
may be tempted to play the
same game in its turn. But the
latter should not miss the truth
that it is not so much the har-
tals as the issue (caretaker gov-
ernment) behind the hartals
that fired the then government.
But has the BNP been able to put
forth any such powerful issue to
ride upon the hartals to squeeze
the present government?
While in the cpposition the
Awami League advocated har-
tals as a means to end the then

lame 1t Va}payee Government Falls?

G S Bhargava writes from New Delhi

governmenl to end exploitation

of the people and to restore
their basic rights, particularly
the right to franchise, that gov-
ernment of the BNP wrapped up.
But what mentionable benefits
have now accrued to the people
in the hands of the yesterday's
advocates of hartals and now
their antagonists is a malter
worth pondering over. In fact,
people's confidence in the
callers of hartals has palpably
received a severe jolt.

Hartal is a multi-tongued
vice. It batters every part of in-
dividual and national lives.
Commerce, industry, time-
bound export, academic calen-
dar, healthcare etc. are the par-
ticular fields worst wrecked by
it. The wvast multitude day
labourers feel its pinch in their
empty slomach every moment.
To an individual sick hartal
awards no lesser than a death-
warrant. Each government is in
the habit of painstakingly
painting the staggering na-
tional losses running into mil-
lions of takas of a single daﬁ of
hartal. It is mystifying that

As long as the B.JP leaders, including the prime minister, are unable to discipline the VHP crowd and make
them think and act like sane human beings living at the dawn of the 21st century the party's problem
will not end.

Mahasabha. He envisaged the
Jan Sangh as a right-wing na-
tionalist alternative to the
Congress. even if predomi-
nantly Hindu. more like the
right-wing Christian demo-
cratic parties in Europe which
are secular notwithstanding
their Christian label. His suc-
cessors also did not toe a bla-
tantly sectarian line even when
Eersnns like Vajpayee with RS5S5

ackground assumed party
presidentship.

Secondly., the RS55 is a
disciplined organisation
and despite its hidebound out-
look and involvement in anti-
Muslim violence during the
post-partition disturbances its
political role had been limited.
But the new entrants to the
Sangh parivar like the VHP are
ragtag and bobtail with their
own axes to grind. Even if in a
desperate bid to garner votes on
emoltional issues the BJP had
opted for the highly divisive
temple plank (that the mosques
at Ayodhya, Kashi and Mathura
had to be razed and supplanted
by temple)} it would not have by
itself gone in for the vandalism
at Ayodhya in December 1992.
The VHP and its likes had hi-
jacked the tactic and made a
mess of it, for the country and
the BJP.

In the 1998 general election
the BJP tried to extricate itselfl
from the predicament even if ils
manifesto mouthed the temple
slogan in respect of Ayodhya. It
had simultaneously committed

"Digital phone...

Sir. This has reference to
Ahmed Ali Khan's letter Digital
phone: an assurance (DS
12/7/98). In fact | would like to
add that cables for the
changeover from analogue to
digital area laid in the Elephant
Roads, Hatirpool, Green Road,
Crescent Road and Azimpur ar-
eas as far back as the summer of
1995 and the T&T people in-
formed us that conversion
would be done free of charge by
the middle of 1996. We had seen
how Uttara. Baridhara, Gul-
shan, Banani and apart of
Dhanmondi were brought under
digital system free of charge.

As the new government came
to power in the middle of 1996
things started to change for the
worsl. Even the ministers do
not care to fulfil their pledges to
the people whom they repre-
sent.

This is one such example.

Abul Khair Mollah
Azimpur, Dhaka,

Black Gold of Cox's

Bazar

Sir, Before the independence
of our country, [ haprpened to
[ind huge gquantities of valuable
minerals in Cox's Bazar which |
call ‘Black-Gold’,

In this connection with ref-
erence to my letter dated 3rd
January 1971 regarding use of
iron ore of Cox's Bazar in Chit-
tagong Steel Mill, Mr S M
Shafiul Azam, the then Chief
Secrelary 1o the Government of
erstwhile East Pakistan vide
his letter No 5-PACS dated 28th
January 1971 wrote to me: "]
have had the matter since ex-
amined by the people of Geolog-
ical Survey of Pakistan, | un-
derstand, have already sent
their Chief Chemist Mr Wahed
to Cox's Bazar with a view to ob-
taining more details about this
sand. | was assured that on re-
ceipt of his report, the Gmlt:;ﬁ‘—
cal Survey of Pakistan will take
further action in the matter and
will be sending Mr Abu Bakr,
their Director of Economic Ge-
ology for further investigation”,

ver last 27 years | have
been trying and stressing upon
the authorities concerned in a
humble way within my limit
for the commercial uuﬁsatiun
of '‘Black-Gold’ but of no avall.

During last 27 years | have
personally contacted, ap-

—{ proached, and discussed about

this valuable minerals with in-
numerable public leaders and
pificials. | have also written
hundreds of letters to diflerent
authorities concerned for the
need of commercial utilisation
and export of this mineral ei-
ther 1n the public sector or in
the private sector in the greater
interest of our national econ-
omy. but no ‘authority’ has
given any necessary permis-
sion, permil or clearance for
reasons best known 1o themn.

The present government
headed by Prime Minister
sheikh Hasina calls it a con-
sensus government. [ would
humbly request our Prime Min-
ister Sheitkh Hasina to kindly
form a National Committee on
Black-Gold' of Cox's Bazar to
make an enquiry into the above
relevant maltter,

0. 11 Kabir
6, Hare Street
Wari. Dhaka- 1203,

What's wrong with
American English?

Sir. 1t I take into considera-
tion my colloquial one as mr'
first language. then English
stands as third language for me.
The second one is standard col-
loquial Bengali. Considering
this it is sure that I am not an
authority to suggest something
about English. But there is a
question in my mind. What is
wrong with ‘Merican English?

Ruled by the British for more
than two centuries we are accus-
tomed to follow the British
spelling of English words while
writing. But why? To write 'col-
or', 'program’, 'labor’ etc., we
write colour, programme and
labour. My query is: il is essen-
tial now to follow the British
spelling? American one is more
econormmical in using alphabets.
So. is it not wise to follow '‘Mer-
ican spelling?

M U Ahmed
19 West Monipur
Mirpur, Dhaka-1216

Shamoly overbridge
Sir, The Shamoly uverbli:i?c
:

is a big nuisance — no
crosses it except the children.

All day long a couple of
naughty people sit along the
railing.

It is high time the authority
concerned takes steps and de-
molish these.

Bujis Jahan
Piciculture, Block 6
Dhalka

itself to abide by the judicial
verdict in the Ayodhya case but
the VHP is again out to preempt
such a solution by its temple-
building activities and intem-
perate talk about it. The idea is
to subvert the {udlclal decision
because in the light of the pas-
sions being roused by the VHP
on the issue, any decision by the
Supreme Court can touch off
strife and worse. That is despite
the prime minister's assurance
to parliament that the govern-
ment will honour the court
verdict. whatever it be.

In the process, the BJP has
become a prisoner of its own po-
litical myopia on the assump-
tion that its rapid and striking

owth in electoral terms in the
ast three elections was on ac-
count of the temple slogan.
More crucially, while the gov-
ernment has been succeeding in
convincing unprejudiced inter-
national opinion of the security
considerations behind the

Pokhran-2 tests of May last, the
VHP is out to muddy the waters
again.

Following the blasts, several
leaders of the Indian Christian
community including a few
bishops 1ssued a statement on
May 12 pointing out, inter alia,
that the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT) by which the
nuclear weapon States have
been swearing "has failed to ad-
dress the grievances and fears
of many nations that it is dis-
criminatory in nature and sub-
serves the interests of only nu-
clear powers.” It further implic-
itly calls on "all governments”
to "address the fears and secu-
rity perceptions” of the panle
all over the world. It has also
ﬂFtly recalled the Rome Synod
of Bishops of Asia against nu-
clear wraﬁ}ons on both social
and moral grounds. In other
words, 1t has reinforced the
government plea lo the intefna-
tional community, especially
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the Big-5, about CTBT and elim-
ination of nuclear weapons
even while voicing its abhor-
rence of weapons of mass de-
struction. .

Among the signatories to the
statement are Bishop Vicent
Concessao, auxiliary bishop of
Delhi and a member of the Jus-
tice and Peace Commission of
the Catholic Bishops Council of
India, Bishop Karam Masih,
Bishop of Delhi of the Church of
North India and Bishop Pritam
Sant Ram, retired bishop of
Delhi and a widely respected
Christian leader of the country.

One would have thought the
bishops' statement was palpa-
bly patriotic and genuinely al-
truistic, but not the VHP. Ashok
V Chowgule, president of the
Maharashtra branch of the
VHP, has published a statement
asking the church leaders of In-
Jdia "to write to their mother
churches and force” the leaders
of the US. UK and France to fall

when a ruling party slips into
the opposition it gets absolutely
oblivious of the harms of har-
tal.

Practical experiences have
now made people disenchanted
of the charms of hartal. Yet
whenever called. hartal is
mostly observed. Transports go
off the roads. sometimes the
trains off the track, shops re-
main closed, banks, offices
locked, educational institu-
tions unattended by the stu-
dents. This is not so much for
the democratic choices of the
people as for the coercive pow-
ers of the pickets. Who wants to
court personal damages by
challenging hartal? People's
attitude is that let the hartal
pass off without confrontation.

Almost every hartal is fol-
lowed by a downpour of thanks
to the people by the callers and
protesters of the hartal alike.
The former for so-called "spon-
taneous ohservarnce” and the
latter for so-called "downright
rejection’. The attendant mis-
eries of a hartal are antidotes to
services expected from the
hartal callers by the millions
unfortunate to eke out a liveli-
hood that constitutes man's
first and foremost need,

The writer is retired Princi-
pal, Gouvt Mohila College,
Pabna.

in line with India's stand on
peril of excommunication.
First, there are no mother
churches. Secondly, the three
western countries are far from
Christian in the strictly reli-
ﬁinus sense. Finally, it is the

eight of stupidity to think of
forcing them to change their po-
litical stand through a religious
instrument like excommunica-
tion. But the VHP cannot think
beyond a narrow religious
groove.

As long as the BJP leaders,
including the prime minister,
are unable to discipline the VHP
crowd and make them think
and act like sane human beings
living at the dawn of the 21st
century the gart}r's problem will
not end. And if the government
now collapses on account of
such folly of its so-called pari-
var members it will not evoke
the sympathy which Atalji had
won when he resigned as prime
minister two years ago. He had
then gone out of office in glory:
now it will be amidst disgust
and disappeintment that per-
haps the cleanest political
leader has not been allowed to
function as head df dovern-
ment. v a

— Mandira

ASE

Verbatim Text of Cross Examination of
Investigation Ofticer

Following are the excerpts of
cross-examination of Abdul
Kahar Akand. 10 of the Banga-
bandhu Murder Case. by Shar-
fuddin Mukul. counsel for ac-
cused Taheruddin Thakur, for-
mer State Minister for Infor-
mation:

Q . Where you were serving
on August 15, 19757

A : As officer-in-charge of
Shaturia police station.

Q : Who was the Police Super
of Dhaka district during the
time of incident?

A : Additional SP Salam was
in-charge of SP and later on
Shajahan took over the charge.

: When did you getl promo-
tion to the rank of ASP?

A:ln 1983

Q : Bangabandhu had a polit-
ical party and that party was in
power in 1975 and there was a
cabinet.

A Yes,

Q) : Who was the Home Secre-
tary on August 157

A : Taslimuddin Ahmed.

(3 : Korshed Alam. who later
became the pgovernor of
Bangladesh Bank. was the In-
formalion Secretary at that
tirme.

A : ] did not inquire about
that.

Q : MR Akhter Mukul was the
DG of Bangladesh Betar and be-
came Joint Secretary with the
Ministry of Information after
August 15, 1975,

A : [ don't know about that.

Q : The present 1GP Ismail
Hossain was SP in Comilla in
1975.

A : Probably.

Q) : Al the timme of occurrence
Nurul Islam was the IGP.

A Xes,

Q : Who was the chief of the
Special Branch?

A | EA Chowdhury.

) : Who was the OC of Lal-
bagh 1thana at the time ol occur-
rence?

A : ABM Fazlul Karim.

Q : Was there any organisa-
tion named NSI in 19757 What
was its full name and what was
its responsibility?

A : National Security Intelli-
ence. Its responsibility was to
eep informaltion about na-

tional security.

& : What was the duty of the
Special Branch.,

A : To gather Information
about political activities.

g : o used to keep infor-
mation about the state and
anti-government elements?

A : NSI.

(3 : Name the senior members
ol Bangabandhu's cabinet in
1975.

A : Mansur All, Kamruzza-
man, Abdul Mannan, Mono-
ranjan Dhar, Dr Kamal Hossairn
and others.

Q - Abdul Mannan of Tangail
was also a member of Mush-
tague’'s cabinet.

A:Yes.

Q : Abdus Samad Azad. Ab-
dur Razzak., Tofael Ahmed, Zil-
lur Rahman were Bangaband-
hu's political colleagues and
now they are ministers.

A Yes.

Q : ASM Abdur Rab was a po-
litical personality in 1975. At
present he is also a minister.

A:Yes.

Q : Late Serniabat's son Abul
Hasnat Abdullah is now the
Chief Whip in parliament.

A Yes:

Q : Minister Mohammad
Nasim is the son ol late Mansur
Ali., who was a member of
Bangabandhu's cabinet.

ArYes:

Q : Razia Naser was wife of
late Sheikh Naser, who was
also killed along with Banga-
bandhu. and their son Sheikh
Helal is a member of treasury
bench.

A : Her name 1s Bei.{um Razia
Khatun and she is still alive.

Q : Sheikh Fazlul Karim Se-
lim, brother of Late Sheikh Fa-
zlul Huq Moni, is a member ol
the ruling party.

A Yes.

Q : Former Minister Sheikh
Shahidul Islam was Banga-
bandhu's nephew.

A Yes.

Qg : Justice Abu Sayeed
Chowdhury was a member of
Bangabandhu's cabinet and he
later also joined in Mush-
taque's cabinet.

A : He was in Mushtaque's
cabinet, but | don't know
whether he was in Bangaband-
hu's cabinet.

Q : Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
son of late Justice Abu Sayeed
Chowdhury, is now a minister.

A Yes

Q : Valiant freedom fighter
Quader Siddiqui is now a ruling
party member.

A Yes.

* Q : Who was the Bangaband-
hu's political secretary?

A : Tofael Ahmed.

 : Bangabandhu's family is
a traditional political family.

A . There is no doubt about it.

Q : Present Prime Minister is
Bangabandhu's daughter and
she is also the chief of Banga-
bandhu's political party.

AYes.

Q@ : Sheikh Hasina and
Sheikh Rehana are Banga-
bandhu’'s two surviving daugh-
ters.

A Yes,

Q : Two established lawyers
Adv Sirajul Huq and Adyv
Khandaker Mahabududdin
were Bangabandhu's childhood
friends.

A : | heard about it.

Q : Bangabandhu's childhood
friend Adv Sirajul Hugq is the
chiefl prosecutor of this case.

A Yes.

Q : Present Mayor of Dhaka
Mohammad Hanit was Banga-
bandhu's compatriot and assis-
tant private secretary.

SLTEs

Q : Bangladesh Betar was a
government controlled medium
and different directors run it.

A:Yes.

Q : Bangladesh Betar has ils
own record room.

AYes,

Q : National dailies used to
be published in 1975.

A Yes. _ _

@ . The then editor of Titelag,
Anwar Hossain Manju. is now a
minister.

A:Yes

Q : Shafiur Rahman, the pre-
sent Home Secretary, was
posted at Bangabhaban on Au-
gust 14, 1975.

A Yes,

Q : Present Principal Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister Dr
SA Samad was posted at
Bangabhaban on August 14,
1975.

A : 1 don't know about that.

Q : Zillur Rahman was the
Secretary of Awami League in
1975,

AlYes,

Q : Late Serniabat was a
member of Bangabandhu's
cabinet.

A Yes.

Q : Major General CR Dutta,
Major General Shawkat Ali
and Major General Nasim were
in the service of army on August
14, 1975.

A:Yes,

Q : National professor Nurul
Islam was Bangabandhu s per-
sonal physician and was very
close to him.

A | heard about it.

Q : How many political par-
ties were there in the country on
August 14, 1975,

A : Only BKSAL.

Q : What were the political
?arues before BKSAL was
ormed.

A : Communist Party,
Awami League, NAP (Mozaller),
Jativa Dal. JSD and others

O : Those parties were re-
vived after the death of Banga-
bandhu.

Az Yes,

Q : How many wilnesses were
examined in this case,

A : Including me, 61.

Q : Of these 61, Muhitul Is-
lam, Abdur Rahman Rama, Se-
lim and Gorjon were witnesses

" of the place of occurrence and of

nearby.

A : Others were also there.

Q@ : You have submitted
chargesheets against 28 civil-
ians beside the army personal.
Of the 28 civilians, 22 of them

were made prosecution witness,

while 39 army perso:..al ou. of
44 named in the chargesheet
were made prosecution witness.

Judge Golam Rasul disal-
lowed ﬁle questlion and asked
the counsel to remain confined
within the jurisdiction where
his client, Taheruddin Thakur.
has been implicated.

Q : Was there any other offi-
cer from CID during the tnvesti
gation of this case?

A o 1 am the lone willniess
from CID i this case

Q . Three serzure hists were
produced in this case,

AL Yes

Q . Who was the first [ of
this case,

A : Inspector Shaliqullah,

OC ol Dhanmondi thana, was
the lirst 1O, But, he could not
start Lthe investigation as [ was
Fiv&n the responsibility on the
ollowing morning after the FIR
was lodged on the night of Octo-
ber 2. 1996,

Q  When anad at what ddme
you opened vour diary”’

A At 8 am on Cctober 3,
1996,

Q : Did you visit the place of
occurrence before opening vour
diary.

A : | visited the place of oc-
currence at 10:45 am.

Q : When did you procure the
FIR?

A : | collected the FIR in be-
tween 8 am to 10 am. But the
time was not recorded.

Q : Was the copy ol FIR was
with you when you visited the
place of occurrence?

A Yes.

Q : OC Shafiqullah did not
made any investigation into the
case,

A No.

Q . Did vou perused the FIR?

Ao Yes:

Q - Where was vour location
on October 26, 1996,

A : | was in my office.

Q : You sent a forwarding to
the court on that day praying
for segregation of Taheruddin
Thakur.

T _

Q : Did you dispatch the for-
warding from your office?

A:Yes

Q : Did you ever read the pre-
scribed form where conles-
sional statement is recorded?

A Yes

Q : Did you arrest Taherud-
din Thakur?

A : Yes. in Lalbagh case (Jail
killing case). _

Q : On the night ol October 2,
1996.

A Yes,

— UNB

Further texts of cross exam-
ination will be published as and
.when received.



