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P intent on
.%g :ﬂ aced England
“star David am in the new

season have been told to lay off
the Manchester United mid-
‘fielder.

Many augpurters blame

Beckham for and's World
Cup exit following his dis-
missal st Argentina for a

petulant kick at D Simeone
and plan to tnrgeﬁim with
abuse next season.

West Ham fans intend to
taunt him with 10,000 red cards
when United play their first
away game of the season at Up-
ton gark on August 22.

Hooligans have targeted his
parents at their home in Lon-
don, while an effigy of the mid-
fielder has also been strung up
outside a pub in the capital.

Meanwhile, David Beck-
ham's father warned Tuésday
that his son may be hounded
out of English football by fans
determined to taunt him over
his World Cup dismissal.

Beckham's father, Ted, be-
lieves his son could transfer to
a club on the continent if he is
subjected to sustained abuse
from rival fans:

"He's made one mistake and
been absolutely slaughtered for
it,” said Beckham senior.

"All he wants to do is play
football. He'll go back to train-
ing but after that, [ don't know.
It's too early to say whether
he'll stay in England or go
abroad.

“It's what David decides. But
whatever he does, I'll support
him."

His dad added: "I spoke to
David on Sunday night and he
hardly mentioned football. He's
feeling very low. He knows he
has got to come back and face up
to it some time -- and he's got
training to think of.

"But he's very ap
I'm just glad David's

rehensive.
n out of

Champagne overflows

PARIS., July 14 (AFP):
France's first-ever World Cup
win was hailed around the

planet Monday to the sound of-

champagne corks popping and
the sight of congratulatory
banner headlines,

Paris was the epicenter of
the triumphant revelry which
rippled out to French expatri-
ates and soccer fans every-
where, from Australia to the
United States and the farthest
flung corners of the globe.

Even in Brazil. where a
dumbstruck population saw its
national side thresged 3-0,
there was grudging admiration
n?tﬁﬁmgll;u g

There was also headshaking
at the disappointing perfor-
mance of Brazil's players, who
had been the favourites
throughout the French-hosted
32-nation tournament.

Across football mad Europe.
laurels were ﬂunﬁ at France,
many of them underlining the
contribution of Zinedine Zi-
dane, an Algerian-born player
who scored the two first-half
goals.

It was a win that "lit the
heart,” Britain's Times newspa-
per said of the game, played out
in Paris before an estimated 1.7
billion television viewers.

Italy's press switched loyal-
ties from Brazil to France. Zi-
dane "In 20 minutes became the
most famous person in the his-

tory of French sport.” burbled
the top selling Corriere Della
Sera

Francophile Romania was
no exception. "France — you de-
serve it. Zidane is the last em-
peror,” headlined the Prosport
newspaper. "The French rooster
has plucked the Brazilian

arakeets,” the Evenimentul
lei said.

For Belgium's La Derniere
Heure, "The world is blue,” a ref-
erence to the colour worn by the
French team.

Germany's most read news-
g:pcr, Bild, borrowed its neigh-

ur's language to say "Vive la
France,” it added: "There are
victories that last for eternity.
France has realised its dream."”

The Greek press was no less
flattering in its tribute. "After

the country. He hasn't seen half |

?lf what's gone on and I won't let
im. '

"I'm no longer proud to be
British after what ‘ve done
to my son -- all through a game

know he made a mistake but
he's certainly ng for it now.
I'm disgusted with what has
gone on. I've had enough," he
told The Sun.

lan Todd, chairman of the
National Federation of Fnult-
ball Supporters Clubs, feels

W:F'liucnnugh.
e feels the protests are go-

too far and that it is time to

the hate :

"Genuine supporters will
disassociate themselves com-
pletely from this sort of buzz
reaction and activity,” he said.

“It's time to let bygones be
bygones. The is over and
we should all be looking for-
ward to the next one, But sadly
some people, who have violence
in their veins. cannot do that.

"Organised supporters would
in no way condone what is hap-
pening or encourage ple to
do this kind of thing. The whole
thing is just despicable and
there is no excuse for vilifying a
player like this.”

Todd is not opposed to West
Ham's red card protest if it were
carried out in a light-hearted
way, but he feels it will be hi-
jacked by fans intent on attack-
ing Beckham.

"l understand there is going
to be a red card protest at West
Ham at the beginning of the
season, which bounds on the
edge of a good natured protest,”
he said.

"But I'm sure there will be

ople within that who feel a
(tle bit more strongly and will
make their feelings known."
United fans' spokesman
Andy Walsh, says the Old Traf-
ford club will rally round their

France's King Louis, atter
Napoleon and General De
Gaulle, there now exists in the
history of France the name of
Zinedine Zidane." trumpeted
the Exoussia newspaper.
Algeria’s press was quick to
reclaim Zidane as its own slap-
ping pictures of him on most of

the front pages and putting the
entire credit for the victory on
his shoulders.

Fans in New Caledonia, one
of France's most distant terri-
tories, erupted with joy at the
sight of the Cup held aloft, the
exhilaration fuelled by the per-
formance of their own ‘local
hero' — Kanak player Christian
Karembeu.

In Australia, French diplo-
matic missions were swamped
with congratulatory messages,

rompting French ambassador
minique Girard to say Aus-
tralia was friends again after
its outrage over Frances nu-
clear testing in the Pacific three
years ago.
Thousands of French people

Forgetful punter

LONDON, July 14 (AFP/ In-
ternet): British bookmakers
William Hill said Tuesday they
are searching for a man who
failed to collect 57,000 pounds
(about 100,000 dollars) worth of
winnings following France's
World Cup triumph.

The lucky punter placed a 16
pound accumulator bet in a
Hills shop in Surbiton, Surrey,
on July 4 last year involving
five winning selections culmi-
nating with France lifting the
Jules Rimet trophy.

Hills spokesman Graham
Sharpe said: "He has 57,537
pounds to pick up. but he has yet
to turn up to collect.”

He added: "We have no idea
who he is -- he hasn't been seen
in the shop since placing the bet
over a year ago. Perhaps we are
looking for a Frenchman with
amnesia or, at the very least, a
large hangover,

"If it was my bet I'd have been
hammering at the betting shop
door first thing on Monday
morning.”

LY
'

star.
He said: "I don't think David
Beckham will be forced abroad
because of the love and su

he will be given by Manchester

Um"?h the and
"If he gets support
tection [ him to get at

e club I think that is un-

llkelgi"

alsh believes Beckham
has become the fall gu because
of anti-United fans' u%mﬁm"
with the Old Trafford club.

He added: "David Beckham
has been a hate figure through-
out the UK over the course of
last few years anyway. But these
are people who are jealous of
his enormous talent an
lifestyle. I

"A lot of it is to do with the
fact that he plays for what I be-
lieve is the best club in the
world. ' =

"A lot of these people who
are criticising David kham
and Manchester United, unfor-
tunately for them, are more ob-
sessed with Manchester United
:han they are with their own

Walsh also had a message.
via Radio 5 Live, to fans who
may be planning to give Beck-
ham a frosty Premiership re-
ception next season, .

He said: "Get a life. Go and
support your own team instead
of Eavl.u a pop at one of ours -
at one of the biggest talents this
munlr;; has ever produced.”

The Professional Foot-
ballers Association said it
would be "extremely spiteful” if
Beckham were forced to play
abroad.

Brendan Batson. PFA
deputy chief executive, feels
Beckham's departure would be a
huge loss to the domestic game.

"Most right-minded sup-
porters and football lovers do
nol want to see a player as tal-
ented as him to go.”

danced. whooped and shed tears
of joy after watching the final
at early morning parties in
their homes or in hotels and
pubs which had opened espe-
cially for the match.

Similar exuberance was seen
in US cities. where thousands of
cheering expatriate French
filled the streets. In New York,
1,000 spectators waving French
flags jammed 60th street to cel-
ebrate the surprise victory.

That was in contrast to
many sections of Manhattan,
where residents seemed to ig-
nore the game that had the rest
of the 1.Bl-'.M'u':t trangfixed.

ashington, a ragged pa-
rade of shouting fans drove up
and down almost empty city
streets a few blocks from the
White House. )

Over the Canadian border. in
French-speaking Montreal,
however, there was no holding
back. Locals put their cultural
heritage before national
boundaries. joining French ex-
patriates in chanting "on a
gagne. on a gagne.,” (we won, we
wOon).

In the Middle East. the mood
was no less euphoric.

"The crow of the cockerel si-

lences the Brazilian samba.’
the United Arab Emirates
newspaper Al-Ittihad splashed.
"Bye-bye Brazil, France rules
the world," read the Kuwaiti
daily Al-Qabas’ headline.
’1%1: ruling party Al-Baass
newspaper in Syria said:
"France has carved its name in
gold and neutralised the Brazil-
ian magic."

In Africa, Tunisia's La
Presse newspaper headlined
"France: Master of the world", a
sentiment echoed the Kenya
Times which said: "After years
of World Cup failure... France
are new kings of soccer.”

France lapf)ed up all the
honours. While foreign stars
Jack Nicholson, Johnny Depp
and U2's Bono plunged into the
post match partying in a Paris
nightclub, France's newsFaper
editors were busy extrapolating
the win into something far big-

ger.

=
E

iy 7 g £
A .8
E .-'T. 5 1 4 'F. L
;' -:r*_ﬁ@_..;-_ ".. h
L ] e,
L]

{ .

2
-

Tt

L T e £ S, W
Bl }_- LS j"-.'" _r':"" % il :
Y : = = Kl =I1$§ - S L

French World Cup heroes (L.-R) Thierry Henry, Robert Pir

Desailly and Bixente Lizarazu watch the partying fans from
was taking them through Champs-Elysees on July 13.
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coach Aime Jacquet, Marcel
e upper deck of the bus that
— AFP photo

Football the guinea pi

PARIS. July 14 [Reuters/ In-
ternet): For the second World
Cup in a row, FIFA chose its
showpiece tournament 1o exper-
iment with the laws of the game
and for the second time it back-
fired.

Attemplts to crack down on
tackles from behind merely led
1o more diving and, in the most
distasteful aspect of France '98,
players feigning injury in an at-
tempt to get opponents sent off.

The game's ruling body
scems determined Lo protect
strikers at all costs, but its ef-
forts have forced defenders to
change tactics and led to a bliz-
zard of red cards that, al times,
threatened to turn crucial
games into French farces.

“What to you t us to do
-- stand and watch as strikers
collect the ball, turn and
shoot?,” asked Croatia’'s Slaven
Bilic, accused of pgettin
France's Laurent Blanc sent o
through over-reacting to a chal-
lenge.

"We're barely allowed to
tackle any more so we have to
stop them in other ways. That
means marking more closely
and holding. That's why there's
been such an increase in shirt-
pulling.”

Tackling is a fundamental
part of the game and a defend-
er's skill in timing his tackle
just as important to the team as
a defence-splitting pass or a
shot on the run. '

But FIFA were desperate to
improve the game's entertain-
ment value after a dire World
Cup in 1990. They tried to per-
suade referees in 1994 to crack
down on violent tackles and,
this time, wrote it into the rule
book shortly before the finals.

Referees in previous finals
were often rejluctant to send
players off. however awful or
persistent their fouls. Now they

produce the red card for what
are often merely mistimed
tackles.

"l prefer football to be a
man's game.” says Johan
Cruyfl, who took more than his
fair share of rough treatment.

"People forget the tackle
from behind has always been il-
legal. The FIFA clampdown has

just made plﬁycrs cheat to get
others sent ofl.”
[t would be disastrous if

young players an copying
the antics of World Cu p&}tru
seen spinning through the air

after a tackle as if they had been
fired from a cannon.

Davor Suker may have col-
lected the Golden Boot as the
tournament’'s top scorer but the
Croatia striker could just as
easily been given an Academy
Award in recognition of his

L |
Tigana not
L
interested
MONACO, July 14 (AFP/ In-
ternet): Monaco coach Jean

Tigana denied Tuesday that he
was set to take over from Aime

- Jacquet in charge of World Cup

winners France.

Tigana said that he had
promised his club he would stay
with them, and he saw no rea-
son for going back on his word.

"l can’'t even see me taking
charge of the French team at
any time in the future,” the
former international mid-
fielder said.

"After Monaco, | would like
to go abroad for two or three
years before returning to look
after my kids,” he added. '

Tigana said that he thought
the job would go to Roger
Lemerre. who currently holds a
top coaching position on
Jacquet's national staff.

rless acting.
pe Suker su:gcmcd to hit the
ground and be in excruciating

ain after virtually every chal-
tnf:' regardless of whether he
had been touched. But once an
attacking situation developed,
surely only Lazarus has made a
more miraculous recovery.

FIFA paid lip service to pun-
ishing the cheats who blighted
the tournament but none were
sent off and only a handful cau-
tioned.

F1FA president Sepp Blatter,
who has said he warnts to see the
sliding tackle outlawed, said
this week he was happy with
‘referees who have tried to pro-
tect players trying to score
rather than those trying to de-

stn:g_

ut constant pressure to re-
ward attackers while making
defenders impotent will change
the very nature of the game.

Soccer didn't become the
world's most popular sport
merely because people like see-
ing goals scored.

e opposite is true, as it is
the difficulty of scoring that
puts such value on a goal and
causes such delicious tension
when sides are level with time
running out.

Rugby union has steam-
rollered its own laws to try to
improve the %amc's appeal and
the result is 100-point matches
where a try is about as hard to
gc:la;*e as two points in basket-

Some fear FIFA will move to
ban tackling altogether, close
marking, anything that isn't

assing forward or shooting.
y bother with goalkeepers,
the very essence o ;Egativity‘?

Get rid of them the goals
will flow like water -- maybe
even TV executives in the
United States would finally buy
fry.

-

WORLD CUP SPECIAL '98

acked by Hype

LONDON, July 1 :} (Reuters):
Crushing commercial pressures
may prevent Ronaldo fulfilling
his potential as the heir-appar-
ent to fellow Brazilian Pele, the
gll'?&ttst footballer of his gener-
ation.

Pele scored 12 goals in the

'1958 World Cup as a precocious

17-year-old. He featured in
three more Cups and after retir-
ing from international soccer
in 1971 went on to play in the
North American Soccer League
for three seasons.

Still the best-known name
in the world's most popular
sport, Pele has repeatedly
stressed the need for sportsmen
to take care of their bodies.

His longevity is a tribute to
the care he took of himself but
also reflects an era when the
playing demands were less
Onerous.

Although only 21, Ronaldo
is the world players-of-the-year
and was expected to dominate
the 1998 World Cup.

Suffering throughout the
tournament from a knee inju
after a strenuous season wit
Inter Milan culminating in vie-
tory in the UEFA Cup final,
Ronaldo showed intermittent
flashes of brilliance as Brazil
progressed to Sunday's final
against France.

Brazilian supporters, sup-
ported by most neutrals, re-
mained supremely confident
that both naldo and their
teamn would peak on the big day.

But instead Ronaldo's life
began to fall apart shortly be-
fore the final major sporting
occasion of the 20th century.

Ronaldo later told the
Brazilian television station
Globo he had suffered a convul-
sive fit only hours before the
match.

The first signs in the sta-
dium that anything was amiss
came when a team sheet was is-
sued without Ronaldo's name.

A revised sheet included the
striker but it was clear that all
was not as it should be in the
Brazilian camp when the team
failed to appear for the pre-
match warmup,

Ronaldo's listless display
mirrored that of his team and
the post-mortems had begun
among the Brazilian supporters
before the final whistle had

SAO PAULO, Brazil, July 14
(AP/ Internet): This was not
easy to admit: France was the
better team.

"Brazil played poorly. We de-
served to lose and France de-
served to win. [t's as simple as
that,” said Maria lmaculada
Moretti. an independent video

roducer. "We can accept losing,
Eut it's hard to accept such a
humiliating defeat.”

Her feelings fnllnwlncF the 3-
0 loss in Sunday's World Cup fi-

nal were echoed by fans and -

sports commentators through-
out South America.

Brazil “succumbed to
France's absolute superiority.,”
said sports commentator Fer-
nandoCalazans of the O Globo

newspaper.

For Juca Kiouri of the Folha
de S5ao Paulo newspaper,
France's victory was "just and
impeccable.”

He said Brazil played an “a?a
athetic game, apparently
oblivious it was disputing the
final of a World Cup.”

"The game was a tribute to
the player who knew how to
handle the ball with intelli-
gence and elegance, and that
player is Zinedine Zidane,” said
commentator Alberto Helena,
also of the Folha de Sao Paulo

newspaper.

Zidane scored the first two
goals in France's rout.

"Brazil left all its talent,
ability and creativity in the
locker room," wrote Jose Tra-
jano of the sports daily Afinal.

‘match and

blown,

While France celebrated,

Brazil mourned and the con-
spiracy theorists went into
overdrive.

Shoe firm Nike, who spon-
sor the Brazilian team and had
launched an advertising cam-

¢gn based on Ronaldo, denied
they had put pressure on Brazil
to play an obviously unfit

player.

%here were unsubstantiated
stories of a disagreements in
the dressing room before the
rther unconfirmed
reports that Brazilian Football
Federation Ricardo Texeira had
insisted Ronaldo should play.

At the heart of the storm

Ronaldo will now almost cer-
tainly need yet another knee
operation, which will hardl

please Inter who paid a sm

fortune to praise him away
from Barcelona.

Unlike Pele, who played 17
ears for his club Santos,
naldo orms weekly in ar-

Fuabl}r the world's toughest
eague and will be the target for
foreign defenders in the Euro-

pean Cu&

Further reports denied by
Brazil, said Ronaldo was given
pain-killing injections before
each World Cup match,

unhappy parallels with Diego
Maradona.

Maradona's world began to
unravel when he required a
constant diet of painkillers af-
ter being mercilessly hacked
down by defenders desperate to

him at a;ir cost. -

t. y fit or patently
unfit, naldutuiu ]:’n :;d ?{In-
stant pressure to p s-
tify thgrrnvtatmcnta of country,
club and sponsors. |

Injury restricted Pele to two
games and one goal in each of
the 1962 and 1 World Cups
but he was still able to crown
his career with the 1970 cham-
pions, possibly the finest inter-
national XI to take the field.

Ronaldo should have an-
other chance on another conti-
nent in four years to do himself
justice on a World Cup stage.

Already, though, the pres-
sures of modern day football
threaten to literally cripple
him and in the afterglow uF a
memorable tournament his ca-
reer is at the crossroads.

Soccer samba turns sour

In Argentina, Brazil's loss
was banner headline news.
"Brazil Weeps" and "Rio is an
ocean of tears,” said the Buenos
Aires daily Cronica.

Former Peruvian soccer
great Teofila Cubillas, in a col-
umn in the Lima newspaper El
Sol, said:; "At no moment during
the game did Brazil deserve
even a tie. ... In all my soccer
life I have never seen a Brazil
team like this one: without per-
sonality, sense of purpose or
motivation. Their arrogance
was properly punished by the 3-
0 loss.”

The coach of Chile's na-
tional team, Nelson Acosta said
"Brazil was a big d tion."

For some Brazilian fans
there is an unexplained mys-
tery behind the loss.

‘It was all too easy,” said
Rogerio Jelmayer, an 18-year-
old high school student. “If you
ask me, the Brazilian team was
pressured into losing.”

There was also much discus-
slon concerning Ronaldo's
health. Brazil's team doctor
said Monday the star striker
went into convulsions for a
half-minute just hours before
the game.

"Ronaldo could barely walk,
much less play." wrote sports
commentator Renato Mauricio

. Prado in Monday's O Globo

newspaper. "Brazil lost because
of a gross medical error and I
hope someone will have the
courage to come forward and
tell the entire truth.”

Multiracial reaction

PARIS, July 14 (AP/ Inter-
net): While the rest of the nation
celebrated, the anti-immigrant
National Front offered subdued
congratulations Monday to the
victorious -- and multiracial --
French soccer team.

France's team includes im-
migrants and the children of
immigrants. the kinds of people
the Front has long advocated
expelling from France.

"The National Front is de-
lighted this symbolic victory
has brought the French people
hope and joy. and made it re-
cover its patrioticgreflexes, its
national anthem and its flag,"
the Front said.

It singled out Zinedine Zi-
dane, the son of Algerian immi-
grants in Marseille, who scored

two goals in Sunday’'s 3-0 vic-

tory over Brazil,

But in an interview with the
daily Liberation, National
Front leader Jean-Marie Le Pen

" characterised the World Cup as

a "detall in the history of the
war that nations pursue on
playing fields.”

“Detall of history” is how Le

Pen has referred to the Holo-
caust,

Liberation also quoted Le
Pen as sayi the National
Front "always has recognised
that French citizens can be of

different races and religions as

- lee

as the French team.” s
The National Front regu-

larly wins about 15 percent in

French elections with its anti-

immigrant. anti-foreigner and
racist rhetoric,

Some French commentators

expressed Monday that the
multiracial French team would
help unite the nation.

"Deep integration requires
that each n go beyond his
ori . his memories, his re-
] . his fears.” the conser-
vative dalily Le said. "We

have the proof that thanks to
the World Cup, this is possible.”

Paris mulling
Olympic bid

PARIS, July 14 (AFP/ Inter-
net): Paris is to consider a bid to
stage the Olympic Games fol-

the success of the French
World Cup, mayor Jean Tiberi

said here -
"We are to study the
an Olympic can-

possibili
dldnr:E," beri at the an-
nual Day garden party
at the Elysee Palace. "We were so
by the World Cup.”

But he said that many fac-
tors would have to come to-
gether before an official ap-

Evrou:h could be made to the In-
ernational Olympic Commit-
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long as they had In common ©  Sydney next stages the
' | love of the country and the will" lum}r;mr Olympic ﬂllmEI in T
| to serve |t. - 2000, with getting the =
However, the newspaper nod for 2004. a & . _— .
reminded its readers that two For the 2008 games, five N AT 1 T ey N ;- P o

cities are in the running -- Os-
aka, Toronto, Istanbul, Seville
and Buenos Aires.

_ Le Pen had said it was
m to hrlng players in
from abroad and baptise them

NOT NEEDED ANYMORE: A sports attendan s out a Nilesize cardboard Ronaldo -
German

: s The French postal r\riu has ntroduce this new ' :
for disposal on July 13 at Hambusrg, y. | — AFP photo postage stamp a day after the national

i team's World Cup victory. — AFP photo °




