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Compromise presidential statemen

US manages to

t approved
head off UNSC |

resolution condemning Israel

UNITED NATIONS. July 14:
The United States mianaged to
head off a Security Council res-
olution that would have con-
demned Israel for trying to ex-
pand Jerusalem's boundaries,
reports AP.

The 15-member council in-
stead approved a compromise
presidential statement that
calls Israel’'s June 21 decision “a
serious and damaging develop-
ment." it also calls on Israel not
to proceed with the expansion
of Jerusalem's boundaries,

Heading into the late-night
council meeting Monday. US
Ambassador Bill Richardson
called the statement appropri-
ate.

"We had a choice: A presiden-
tial statement that was consern-
sus, that is moderate, or vetoing
a resolution condemning Is-
rael, which would have exacer-
bated tensions,” he said. "The
outcome ... sends the message ol
support for the Middle East
peace process.’

An Arab-sponsored resolu-

tion would have condemned Is-
rael for the move and demanded
that the expansion decision be
rescinded. The measure was
softened to a presidential
statement after repeated US ob-
jections and intense, high-level
negotiations between Washing-
ton and Arab capitals, said the
US official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Such a statement doesn't
carry the weight of interna-
tional law that a resolution
does and is adopted by consen-
SIS,

The Palestinians’ UN repre-
sentative. Nasser al-Kidwa, said
he was pleased to have a docu-
ment that took Israel to task for
the move — even if he didn't get
the resolution Arab states had
wanlted.

“l think it's a good step for-
ward,” Al-Kidwa said. "The
cournicil qualified the Israeli ac-
tion as serious and damaging. I
cills upon the Israeli govern-
nient not to proceed with its de-
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Azeri cargo jet crashes: i aerba

jani cargo aircralt burst into flames shortly after take oll and
crashed into the sea, the Emirates News Agency reported Tues-
day, AP says from Ras Al-Khaimah, UAE.

Scuba divers recovered the bodies of four of the eight crew

members aboard the Ilyushin-76, said a coast

guard official

speaking on condition of anonymity. Divers found the bodies

moming. The

early TLIESE!E%’
Ras al-

the emirate o

plane took off from the ai
1aimah at 23:30 pm (1930 GMT) Monday.
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Eyewitnesses said they saw it catch fire before crashing into the
sea 500 meters lrom shore, the agency said.

Kabila names new army chief:

Democratic Republic of Congo President Laurent Kabila has
named a general from the ousted Mebutu regime to head the

count
ports from Kinshasa.
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‘s army, according to a decree issued Monday, AFP re-

Celestin Kifua was named acting chiel of the general staff in
succession to James Kabarebe, who was appointed special mili-
tary adviser to the armed forces command.

* -

capsizes in Yan

ople died and 30 were missing after an overloade
erry capsized in the Yangtze River in southwestern China, it
was reported Tuesday, AFP says from Hong Kong.

The accident happened in Jiangjin district in Chongging on
9. local newspapers said quoting the semi-official China
News Service. The owner of the privately-run ferry, identified

Z€. Four

passenger

only as Zhao, has been arrested.

Japanese arrested in Manila:

Officials have arrested a Japanese tourist after finding two
small packs of suspected illegal drugs in his possessions shortly
before he was board a flight to Tokyo. police said Tuesday, AP

reports from Manila.
National

police chief Roberto Lastimoso said the tourist,

‘Yoshiaki Iwasawa of Tokyo, offered arresting officers a 3,000
dollars bribe to be allowed to board a Japan Airlines flight
home Sunday after the suspected methamphetamine %l}"-
drochloride, or shabu, was discovered in his possession. Iwa-

sawa was booked on bribery

charges and will also be charped

with possession of illegal drugs if laboratory tests confirm their

identity. Lastimoso said.

French artillery parade down the Champs Elysees in Paris .
yesterday during the traditional Bastille Day parade.
~ AP/UNB photo ! 'if right now. I just want to con-

cision.”
Richardson has said the

United States regretted Israel's
decision to extend Jerusalem's
boundaries to include several
towns and expand some munic-
ipal services Irom Jerusalem to

f'est Bank setilements, How-
ever, a UN resolution condemn-
ing the move would inflame
passions and hinder US diplo-
maltic efforts to revive Lhe
stalled Middle East peace pro-
cess, he has said.

Washington could have ve-
toed a resolution, but doing so is
considered a diplomatic set-
back because it would have im-
plied that Washington couldn’t
negotiate a compromise.

The draft statement said it
supported US efforts at break-
ing the deadlock.

It noted that both the Pales-
tintans and Israel agreed in
previous peace accords that
permanent status negotiations
would cover the issue of
Jerusalem, which the Pales-

tinfans want as the capital of a
futiire state.

"The council therefore calls
upon the parties to avold ac-
tions whic
outcome of these negotiations,”
the draft said,

Israeli's UN ambassador
Dore Gold, said the council
should never have taken up the
issue, which he has called a
municipal one that had no
place before the council.

"From 1948 to 1967, the UN
Security Council never met
once to consider the destruction
of 58 s}maf{ngufs in the Old City
of Jerusalem, the expulsion of
its Jewish inhabitants and the
denial of Jewish access to the
Weslern Wall." he said in a tele-
phone interview,

He said the statement actu-
ally "contravenes the Oslo peace
agreements, which provide that
Jerusalem remains under ex-
clusive Israeli jurisdiction
while being an issue for perma-
nent status negotiations.
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Palestinian Presi

dent Yasser Arafat, left, being received

by Mushahid Hussain Syed, Information Minister of
Pakistan at a Airforce base in Islamabad Monday. Arafat

was on his way to China.

— AP/UNB photo

might prejudice the

Opposition stops Taliban
advance

KABUL, July 14: In north-
western Afghanistan. opposi-
tion soldiers ambushed Taliban
troops, cut their supply lines
and stopped their advance to-
ward the headquarters of a key
enemy commander, opposition
officials said Tuesday. reports
AP.

The anti-Taliban alliance
launched its counter-offensive
following a weekend of heavy
fighting in which the Taliban
took control of the key north-
ern province of Faryab.

e Taliban militia, which
rules about 85 per cent of the
country, said its soldiers were
marching toward neighboring
Jozjan province and the head-
quarters of opposition leader
Rashid Dostum.

"We've stopped them and we
have cut the roads from
Maimana to Jozjan.” said an

opposition spokesman who
identitied hunself as Abdullah.

There was no immgdiiate
comment from Talibarn - olli-
cials in Kabul.

Reached by satellite tele-

hone, Abdullah blasted neigh-
goring Pakistan. accusing the
Pakistan government ol en-
couraging the Taliban to press
ahead with a military solution,
rather than a negotiated end to
the protracted conflict.

Pakistan, which was the
first country to give official
recognition to the Taliban
army. routinely denies support-
ing the religious militia. Saudi
Arabia and United Arab Emi-
rates also recognised the Tal-
iban.

The United Nations has ac-
cused countries neighbouring
Afghanistan of providing help
to both sides in the conflict.

‘India fails to
examine its
mistakes in

defence policy’

BEWING, July
lailed to "examine its mistakes
in its defenee policy and was us-
ing China as an excuse to be-
come a re Iumlil
power”, an ollicial news r
said today, reports AFP. -

Defenice Ministry "played the

menace theory to hide India's
ambitions of building regional
hegemony and becoming a ma-
{nr litical power.” the China

P, - Party

Defence
liament said last week that In-
dia should increase its defence
budget and
with plans to build long-range
missiles to counter threats
from Pakistan and China.

"China has.. developed a
large number of missile sys-
tems which can t t any part
of our country, against which
we have no credible missile de-
terrent,” it said in a report is-
sued July 9.

Accusations by some Indian
politicians that China threat-
ened India’s security were un-
tenable and groundless, the
China Daily quoted a Chinese
international studies re-
latarc' her, Ouyang Liping, as say-
ng.

Brazil ratifies
nuclear arms
ban treaty

BRASILIA, Brazil, July 14:
Brazilian President Fernando
Henrique Cardoso signed
treaties Monday banning nu-
clear tests and proliferation of
nuclear weapons. reports AP.

US President BiH Clinton, in
a campaign to halt nuclear pro-
liferation. praised the move
and called on the US senate to
"expeditiously” approve the
same treaty.

"We do not want nuclear
bombs."” Cardoso said duﬂnﬁa
ceremony attended hﬁ the UN
Secretary-General Koli Annan,
who is on an official visit in
Brazil. "Brazil will not spare ef-
forts so that the world be freed
of nuclear weapons.”

The ratification of the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty and
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty came weeks after a series
of nuclear tests conducted by
neighbouring rivals India and
Pakistan. Brazil is among the
few countries with technologi-
cal capacity to built atonuc
bonibs.

20 women died
after rape during

i : - S
riots in Indonesia

JAKARTA, July 14: A human
rights group has alleged that 20
women died after they were
ra along with more than 100
others during recent riots, a
news report said Tuesday, ac-
cording to AP,

The Jakarta Post newspa
quoted activists from the Vol-
unteers for Humanity grm'ﬁi as
saying they had documented ev-
idence that 168 girls and
women were raped when rioting
broke out in mid-May and as
sporadic unrest continued
through to July 3 in Jakarta
and four other cities.

Details of the attacks were
presented to Indonesia’'s Na-

tional Rights Commission.

14: India had

political

A recent report by the Indian
old trick of spreading the China

Committee of the Indian Par-

go "full steam ahead"”
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US Assistant Secretary of State for South Asian Affairs Karl F Inderfurth, left, talks with
Sen Charles Robb, D-Va, centre, and Sen Sam Brownback, R-Kan, prior to testifying on
Capitol Hill Monday before a Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee hearing on the im-
pact of sanctions on India and Pakistan imposed because of their recent nuclear tests.

— AP/UNB photo

SINGAPORE., July 14; India
nuclear weapons tests when
Southeast Asian nations and
their key global partners meet
in Manila this month for an
annual security forum, diplo-
mats say, reports AFP.

The ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF), the high point of the an-

of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, is also expected
to take up [resh tensions in the
Korean Peninsula and the up-
coming Cambodian elections.
A senior ASEAN official told

a similar exercise by Pakistan,
27 forum.

“It'd been quiet in the South
China Sea,” the official said. re-

will be on the firing line over its

nual foreign ministers' meeting

AFP that the widely condemned
Indian tests in May, followed by

will be a major focus of the July

ferring to the dispute involving

China and five ASEAN mem-
bers over the Spratgr Islands,
which had deminate

discussions.
The ARF, which has evolved

into Asia's foremost diplomatic

forum on security, comprises

nine ASEAN members and

their "dialogue partners" — the
United States, European Union,
Australia, Canada, China, In-
dia, Japan, Russia, South Ko-
rea. New Zealand, Cambodia
and Papua New Guinea.

ASEAN groups Brunmnei, In-
donesia., Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines.
Singapore, Thailand and Viet-
ATl

Pakistan is also expected to
come under criticism

proposal by some countries in-
cluding Japan for Pakistan's
inclusion as an observer; leav-

past ARF

in
Manila., but India has blocked a

India will be on firing line over
N-tests at ARF meet in Manila

ing the hulians' alone to face
thie llak.

The last time nuclear issues
dominated ARF discussions at
the 1995 ASEAN meeting held
in Brunei's capital Bandar Seri
Begawan, where France was
heavily criticised for nuclear
tests in the Pacific Ocean at the
time.

"The difference is that
France was already a nuclear
power to begin with. This one is
a question of proliferation,” the
ASEAN official said.

"ARF members would like
India to accede to the NPT and
the CTBT,” he said. referring to
the Non-Proliferation Treaty
and the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty.

In Muanila, Indian Embassy
spokesman S N Srinivasan said
the Indian delegation to the
ARF had not been finalised.

SEOUL. July 14: North Koreca
has publicly executed more
than 50 high-ranking olflicials,
including a military
a sweeping Stalinist-style

gence official said, reports AFP.

"North Korea has been
stemming any resentment at its
source through merciless purges
and a tight thought control." Lee
Jong-chan, head of the Na-

the National Assembly late
Monday.

"North Korean authorities,
following a sweeping thought-
control inspection, put more
than 50 higll?l-ranking officials,
including a party secretary and
a military general, to death in
open executions to set exam-
ples."” Lee said.

He confirmed earlier press
reports that Ri Bong-won, a key

general, in

purge. South Korea's top intelli-

tional Intelligence Service, told

'DPRK executes 50 top
officials publicly'

four-star general in charge ol
persoininel movemenls in the
Korean People's Army, was exe-

cuted’ for allegedly spying’ for
South Korea. : ki

So Kwan-hi, agncul-tui‘e sec-
retary of the North's omnipo-

tent Korean Workers Party

(KWP), was eliminated on
charges of sabotaging the
North's agriculture, Lee said.

Ri and So were said to have
been executed last September
along with seven members of a
key umbrella youth organisa-
tion, the Kim Il-sung Socialist
Youth Leag,le.

Jang Song-thaek, one of
nine first vice directors of the
party’'s powerful central com-
mittee who married the North's
supreme leader Kim Jong-il's
sister, was put through a "revo-
lutionary education” course for
corruption.

—

Search for

TOKYO, July 14: Japan's po-
litical chiefs today began the
difficult search for a new leader
for‘'the world's second largest
economy after the resignation
of Ryutaro Hashimoto as pre-
mier, reports AFP,

Foreign Minister Keizo
Obuchi, the "grey man" of
Japanese politics, was the
newspapers favourite, ahead of
a string of veteran lawmakers.
The Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) will formally appoint its
new leader next today.

Obuchi, who made no secret
of his ambitions before Sun-
day's upper house elections,
said Tuesday he had not decided
whether to announce his candi-
dacy.

'I'm aware that my name has
heen suggested by the media.” he
lold a news conference.

Asked whether he would run
lor premier if nominated
Obuchi said: "I cannot think of

new leader

centrate on my job as foreign
minister.”

Hashimoto will stay on as a
caretaker leader until July 30
when he steps down, along with
his entire Cabinet.

At a regular Cabinet meet-
ing, Hashimoto apologised for
events leading to his resigna-
tion following his party's major
setback in Sunday's elections.

"] apologise for my lack of
ability. I'm sorry,” Hashimoto
was quoted as tellin% ministers.
"I hope all of you will to do
your best until the end of our
work.”

The LDP held its first meet-
ing on Tuesday to discuss pro-
cedures in chogsing its new
leader, party officials said.

“We really don't know what
is going to be." former construc-
tion minister Sizuka Kamei, an
outspoken LDP politician, said
belore attending the meeting at
the party headquarters in
Tokyo.

on 1n Japan

(Obuchi's faction. the largest
in the party, held a meeting late
Moncay and agreed to back the
61-vear-old to be premier, the
Nihion Keizai Shimbun said.

But he is regarded as a mod-
erate who would follow
Hashimoto's line, and would
bring no charisma or leader-
ship qualities to the job.

Most dailies turned to for-
mer trade minister and Chief
Cabinet Secretary Seiroku Ka-
jiyama, 72, as Obuchi's main
rival.

But some analysts re Ka-
jilyama as a liability alter his
suggestions that raising inter-
est rates would bring Japan out
of recession.

Health and Welfare Minister
Junichro Koizumi, a relative
youngster in Japanese politics
at the age of 56, is seen as a dark
horse, backed by a group of
younger LDP lawmakers seek-
ing a Iresh voice.

Hashimoto resigns

worst recession in decades.

Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto
resigned Monday for his ruling Liberal
Democratic Party's stunning defeat
in elections dominated by voter anger
over his failure to pull Japan out of its

fi o
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tailed housing lenders

lll-l_:. O P sl

8 Proposed a $127 billion package of
spending — Japan's largest such plan ever
8 Announced setting-up bridge banks to take over troubled financial institutions

@ Repeatedly flip-flopped on cutting income taxes while on the campaign trail

Hashimoto's scorecard since taking office in January 1996:

@ Quelled opposition to U.S. military bases on Okinawa by arranging the retumn
of land leased to the United States for an air base
:-'. 1ro% 1F L] % =|'l_|r"'.'-.. ans
@ Earmarked $6.3 billion (685 billion yen) in taxpayer money to bail out
i Increased the national sales tax 1o 5 percent from 3 percent
X ¥ larmar ¢ . 1 economic lroubles

tax cuts and new government

Malaysian party
to host confce on

Kashmir, Palestine

KUALA LUMPUR, July 14:
Maldysia's opposition Islamic
party plans an international
conference on Kashmir and
Palestine, a newspaper 'said
Tuesday, reports AP.

The two-day conference will
begin in the northeastern town
of Kota Baru on July 24,
Mustafa Ali, vice president of
Parti Islam SeMalaysia, or
PAS, was quoted as saying by
the New Straits Times daily.

Kota Baru is in the Muslim-
dominated state of Kelantan
that PAS controls.

"Our objective is to expose
the realities and developments
of the Muslim struggle in
Kashmir and Palestine.” said

Mustala.
Fslt‘{pl"E‘SEIlhl[h’t‘ﬁ from the

Pakistan-based Islammic Move-
menl for Kashmir, the Pales-
tinian radical group Hamas,
and Indonesian opposition
leader Amien Rais. are among
thn{:.;.: likely to attend. the daily
said.

Pak surgeon wins
Magsaysay Award

for govt service

MANILA, July 14: A Pak-
istani surgeon who provides
modern medical service to poor
people for free was named win-
ner Tuesday of the 1998 Ramon
Magsaysay Award for govern-
ment service, reports AP,

Adibul Hasan Rizvi, director
of Karachi's Sindh Institute of
Urology and Transplantation,
is the first of five winners to be
named this year.

The awards board cited Rizvi
for "transcending the limits of a

ublic service hospital to make
ﬁidney dialysis. renal trans-
plants, and other life-saving
medical services available free
to thousands of Pakistani citi-
zens.”

Rizvi began the institute in
1972 as an eight-bed extension

of the burns ward of the Civil

AP | Hospital in Karachi.

Tamuls fight Tamils on sidelines of ethnic war |

COLOMBO, July 14: The of-
fice of Douglas Devananda
hunkers behind sandbags and
reinforced steel doors, the iron
5&1{: guarded by a barefoot

oorman with an assault rifle.
Being a Tamil politician is a
risky business in Sri Lanka, re-
ports AP.

Once a commander of a
Tamil separatist militia, De-
vananda is now a member of
Sri Lanka's Parliament. That
makes him a target of Tamil ex-
tremists who accuse him of sell-
R]g out to the Sinhalese major-

y.

On June 30, Devananda was
beaten into a coma with steel
bars by jail inmates belonging
to a rival Tamil group whom he
had gone to help. He regained
consciousness a few days later
and doctors said he is out of
da.n%cr, but it was unclear il he
would fully recover.

From the start 25 years ago,
the Tamil movement for equal
rights has been weakened by
factionalism and rivalries. At
times, Tamils have killed each

other with a ferocity equalling
their struggle against 3’1& Sin-
halese.

If Devananda is incapaci-
tated, it would be a setback to
the government's attempt to
marginalise the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, the last
Tamil group left in the battle-
field in the 15-year civil war.

"Douglas could have been
built up as an alternative to the
LTTE." said Paikiasothy Sara-
vanamuttu, of the Centre for
Policy Research and Analysis
at the University of Colombo.
"He projected himself as a new,
young, dynamic Tamil Leader."

Devananda was visiting the
Frisun in the role the claims as
eader of all Tamils. The prison
in Kalutara, a popular tourist
beach destination 40-km south
of Colombo, is used largely to
house Tamil rebels or suspected
militants.

Tamils, an ethnic group that
beﬁan migrating from southern
India about 1,000 years ag -
comprise 18 per cent of Sri
Lanka's 18.5 million people.

Sinhalese say they are a race
unique to this island off India's
southeastern coast, and trace
their nri%ln back 2,600 years.

Tamil discontent over dis-
crimination embedded in Sri
Lankan law erupted into war in
1983, when the Tigers were just
one of many armed groups in
the north where the Tamils are
concentrated. Since then, about
94,000 people have been killed
in fighting and in terrorist at-
tacks.

Devananda's Eelam People's
Democratic Party surrendered
in 1987 as part of a peace
agreement brokered by India.

any former militants and
outlaws became politicians,
while the Tigers kept fighting.

By the early 1990s, the
Tigers controlled nearly a third
crl'gSri Lanka, and had a civil
administration based in the
ancient Tamil city of Jaffna
governing one million people.
In 1995, Jaffna fell to the army
in a bloody 50-day campaign
that broke the rebels' hold on

the north.

Now, the Tigers are locked in
a decisive battle with the army.
An estimated 5,000 fighters,
virtually surrounded at a cru-
cial road junction, are holding
off a 14-month army drive to
seize the north-south highway
through rebel territory. Army
commanders sa{dlf they capture
the road, it would split the rebel
forces, disrupt their communi-
cations and supply lines, and
confine them to the jungles of
one corner of this island na-
tion.

Western diplomats estimate
the battle for the highway has
cost 2,500 lives, about hall from
each side. :

Inside the barricaded head-
quarters in a swank residential
section of Colombo, Devanan-
da's followers criticise the gov-
ernment’'s military campaign.
But they're not sure how to pro-
ceed.

"The burden of the war is on

the Tamil people,” said legisla-
lor Sangarpillai Sivathasan.
“We are thinking of boycotting

Parliament for some time. But
unfortunately this incident
with Douglas hal:j;:n:d' so we
are unable to decide.”

Even as they struggle to kc?
_the war alive, the Tigers broo

no dissent from Tamils whom
they consider collaborators.

On May 17, a hit squad burst
into home of the newly-elected
mayor of the Tamil city of
Jafina and killed her.

Mayor Sirojini Yogeswaran
was one of the few officials
elected in January — the first
for local councils elections in
the war-stricken north since
1983 — to ignore warnings from
the Tigers and take the oath of
office. Her replacement based
himself in Colombo and
planned periodic visits to his
city 300-km away.

Devananda's credentials as a
Tamil patriot were established
during his years in the under-
Eruugd leadi attack;::ul;lllg-

ses and police .
}'qan?a- 4?:. he trained with Pales-
tinian guerillas in Lebanon in

the 1970s. His men still carry
guns — now with government
permission, to protect them-
selves from other Tamils.

His party is the largest
Tamil group in Parliament,
holding nine of its 225 seats.
But his real popularity is uncer-
tain — out of 600,000 potential
voters in the Jaffna Peninsula,
only 8,000 cast ballots. De-
vananda won his seat with
2,091 votes, and another candi-
date was elected with just 398.

His escape from previous as-
sassination attempts further
boosted his image. Two years
ago, he jumped from a second
story window to evade gunmen,
Four of his party workers were
killed in the assault.

Today. his party supports
the government's plan for
reater autonomy in Tamil-
ominated areas, short of inde-
pendence. The plan, which is re-
ected by the Tigers as too little,
as failed to muster the essen-
tial support of the Sinhalese
opposition which says it goes

too far.

Governor of E Timor calls for

JAKARTA, July 14: The In-
donesian-appointed governor
of East Timor has reportedly
called for calm as thousands
continue to leave the troubled
territory amid fears of a new
outbreak of violent protests, re-
ports AP.

The exodus comes ahead of a
planned visit to Indonesia later
this week by Jamsheed Marker,
the United Nations' special en-
voy for the former Portuguese
colony.

Fearing attack by indig&-)
nous Timorese, at least 20,
non-Timorese Indonesian set-
tlers have fled since late last
month. Some have driven
across the land border into West
Timor, Many have returned by
boat to homes on other islands.

Officials and some immi-
grants said they were scared by

ssible mass protests during

arker's visit and the 22nd an-
niversary on Friday of Indone-
sin’'s annexation of the half-is-

land territory,
‘| am appealing to all people

calm as thousands leave

from other provinces ... to
wisely assess the situation,”
Gov. Abilio Soares was quoted
as saying by the Jakarta Post
on Tuesday.

"l ask you to report to the au-
thorities whoever is spreading
rumors or riots and demon-
strations,” he said.

Several protesters have been
shot to death by Indonesian
troops recently during pro-in-
dependence demonstrations.
There have also been clashes

between rival groups who either
want East Timor to break away

from Indonesia or to remain

part of it.

Because of security concerns,
it was unclear Tuesday whether
Marker will visit East Timor or
conduct meetings elsewhere in

Indonesia.

Indonesia invaded East
Timor in 1975, and annexed it a
year later. The United Nations,’
Portugal and many other gov-
ernments refuse to recognise
Indonesian sovereignty there.



