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THOUGHTS ON WORLD POPULATION DAY

M. A. Hashim, opras (UK) Bcs (FP)
Director, BCC Unit

The world had only 0.55 billion
population in 1750. It grew to a
considerable size of 0.81 billion in
1820, 1.62 billion in 1900, 1.82
billion in 1.82 billion in 1820, 2.5
billion in 1950. 4.45 billion in 1980,
4.83 billion in 1985, 5 billion in
1987 and 5.80 billion in 1997.
Currently the population is
estimated at 5.90 billion and is
projected to pass the 6 billion
mark in 1999, Every second it
grows by three, more than
2,55,000 every day and 81 million
every year. The current level of
50 percent married women using
effective modern methods of
contraception, a TFR of 3, life
expectancy at birth around 686,
IMR standing at 59 and the MMR
level at 4 6 and a population
growing at the rate of 1.5 percent
the world population would double
itself in about 47 years.

On analysis it appears that the
population increased by 0.26
billion over the period of first 70
years from 0.55 billion in 1750 to
0.81 billion in 1820, the average
annual increase being around 3.7
million. Where as it took 100
years to reach a population size
of 1.82 billion in 1820 with an
avaerage yearly increase of 10
million from the figure of 0.81
billion in 1820. 0.58 billion
population were added in the next
30 years from 1950 creating there
by an unprecedented population
growth momentum. The average
yearly increase was observed
around 19 million. The following 30
years from 1950 to 1980
witnessed tremendous rise of
population growth putting the
figure at 4.46 billion from 2.5
billion with an alarming rate of
increase of 0.65 million per year.
There are 1.165 billion young
people aged between 15-24. The
biggest generation ever before is
entering adulthood. Each year 15
million young women aged 15-19
give birth, accounting for 10
percent of all babies born
worldwide. More than half of the
new HIV infechons are among the
15-24 age group. This is the group
at highest risk of STDs and the
young women are more at nsk
than their male partners.
Currently an estimated 1 in 20
teenagers worldwide acquires
STDs each year, About 600,000
women still die each year as a
consequence of pregnancy and
child birth including deaths of
70,000 women as a result of
abortions performed under unsafe
conditions. Nearly 330 million
people are attacked with STDs
every year and among whom 165
million is 25 years of age.
Waterbome diseases affect 250
million people each year about 10
million of whom die. Over 60/1000
infant die every year. The number
of over 60's is increasing in all
countries due to improvement of
medical sciences and availability
of life saving drugs. There are
more over-60's then ever before
making it over 560 million.
Besides, civilisation today is at
the cross road due to inherent
uneven distribution of wealth and
population, ecological imba-
lance, ever increasing pollution,
environmental and sanitation
hazards, soil erosion, green
house effect, deforestation, theat
of killer diseases like HIV/
STDs/RTls, Poverty, gender
discnmination, violence of women
and child, unemployment elc.

The new generations will en-
counter the vicious situation while
entering the 21st century which is
exposed to a serious threat to the
balance of life on all counts-food,
shelter, medical care, housing,
education employment, develop-
ment and so on.

The world population day declared
by the United Nations to be
observed every year on 11th July
the world over has a great
significance for developing

countries in particular. This year,
theme for the world population
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day 1998 will focus on the
upcoming day of 6 billion which
will be observed in mid 1999,
barely 12 years since the day of 5
billion. The long range population
projections prepared by the
United Nations Population Divi-
sion cover the period from 1250 to
2150.

“According to the medium-fertility
scenarno, which assumes fertility
will stabilize at replacement levels
of slightly above two children per
woman, the world population will
grow from 5.7 billion in 2050, 10.4
billion in 2100, and 10.8 billion by
2150 and will stabilize at slightly

under 11 billion persons around

Directorate ot Family Planning

2200 AD.”

Bangladesh, as one of the
countries contnbuting immensely
to the upsurging growth of world
population had been the focal
point of international concem for
quite sometime. The country has
the heritage of past population
growth. It had only 10 million

population in 1650. It _grew 1o
22 .80 million in 1872, 42.20 million

in 1951, 51.6 million in 1961, ?1_.3
million in 1973, 87.9 million In
1981, 10.8 million in 1991 and an
estimated 12.38 million in 1997.
Due to past high fertility and
falling mortality, the population
has more than doubled itself in
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Message

Towards the middle of next
year, the population of the
world will pass 6 billion people.
Reaching this landmark is an
extraordinary achievement for
humanity. No era in history
has sustained population
growth so rapid, while at the
same time improving health
and nutritional standards for
most of the world's people. Al
the same time fertility and
family size hae fallen faster
than ever before. The momen-
tum of population growth has
slowed, is slowing and will
slow still further. We have
something to celebrate.

As we reach six billion, the
question is whether we can
maintain this progress.

In 1999 the population of the

world will be twice what it was

in 1960. It was only in 1987
that we celebrated reaching
the five billion mark. We are
adding to our numbers at the
rate of 80 million a year and
‘will continue to do so for most
of the next decade. What
happens after that depends

on decisions made in the next

ten years,
One billion of us are between
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15 and 24 years old. They will
largely determine the pace of
population growth in the next
century by their decisions on
the size and spacing of their
families. Their decisions will
be affected by their economic
well being, by their education,
by their heailth status—and by
their ability to make choices.

For all women and men, but for
yuun?n wnhmun especially,
ensuring choice is all-impor-
tant. This depends partly on
their education: education

gives confidence. It depends
on their access to repro-

ductive health services,

including family planning; the

less than thirty years since 1961,
Whereas previous doubling took
eighty years and doubling before
that about two centunes. What is
horrifying for Bangladesh is the
tremendous growth potential built
in the age structure of its
population, below 15 years is 46%
while 48% of the country's popu-
lation constitute non-productive
members including the young and
old age groups. Of 25 million
women of reproductive age, 60
percent are between the ages of
15-29, the most fertile ages.
During the next 20 years
approximately additional 29
millon young females will enter
into reproductive ages while only
7 million will age out. This
population wave will continue to
propel growth even with drastic
dramatic reductions in fertility.
Born on 26, March 1971 as an
dependent nation with the
heritage of unprecedented popu-
lation growth momentum, the
government of Bangladesh has
been pursuing strong population
policy with demographic goals
and targets. All the successive
govemments that came into
power continued and pursued the
principles of population control
eforts with emphasis on MCH
activities in the country as lad
down by Bangbandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the father of the
nation as early as in 1972
Bangladesh is a success story in
the field of family planning that
has .brought international recog-
nition. A World Bank study,
captioned “Determinants of
Reproductive Change in
Bangliadesh”™ reports that
“Bangladesh is alone among the
worlds 20 poorest countrnes as a
site where fertility dechne has
begun.” The study also identfied,
“Bangladesh as a setting where
demographic transition has begun
despite social economic and
institutional circumstances that
are unfavourable to reproductive
change.”

The success of the Bangladesh
Family Planning Program 1s
e/sdent and explcit in a number of
areas compared to the bench-
mark status of 1972.

Coriraceptive use rate has been
found to nse at the rate of 2

percent, per year since 1975
This increase rate is much higher
than that of other four leading
Muslim countries-indonesia,
Egypt. Jordan and Pakistan. The
CPR has risen more than six
times during the last 22 years
from a level of 7.7 percent to 49.2
percent. The Total Fertlity Rate
(TFR), the measure of the
average number of children borne
per woman, has declined from a
level of 6.4 in 1975 10 3.3 in 1995
to 3.2 in 1995-97. Population
growth rate has come down from
2.5 percent in 1975 to 1.6 percent
in 1997. The family size
preference, a measure of number
of children desired, has come
down from a level of 4.1 to 2.5
which s very close to the

information and the means 10
choose. And it depends
crucially on the behaviour of
men. Men as fathers, hus-
bands, teachers and leaders
must be prepared 1o acknow-
ledge women's right to make
choices, and to support the
choices they make.

If women can choose, they
will have fewer children than
their mothers did. Families will
be smaller and population
growth slower. That is the
lesson of the last 30 years.
The nations of the world
agreed at the International
Conference on Population and
Development in 1994 that
reproductive health was a
human right. Everyone has
the right to choose the size
and spacing of his or her
family. If they can exercise
their right to choose, then we
will be on the way to slower
and more balanced population
growth, On this World Popu-
lation Day, let us dedicate
ourselves once more to the
right to choose, and to the
actions needs to make the

right a reality, for all people,
‘everywhere.

Dr. Nafis Sadik
Executive Director of the United

Nations Population Fund
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replacement fertility- the goal for
family planning. The average
family size has been dropped
down 1o 3'in 1996 from 7.4 in
merely couple of decades back.
Knowledge of contraceptive
methods and sources of supply is
almost universal in Bangladesh.
Around 16 million births have
been averted which otherwise
would have inflated the already
explosive size of the country's
population. Unmet need for family
planning services has declined
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since 1993-94. Data indicate that

it has declined to 16% from @hi
1993-94 level of 19%, the decline
in general being attributed to
program interven-tions in different

~directions. Infant mortality rate

which stood at 87 in 1993-94 has
further declined to 82 dunng the
period 1996-97. Maternal
mortality rate, although has
shown some decline, is stll high
in this region. The MMR was 4.8 in
1990 has slightly come down to

4.2 in 1997.
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