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nnabi National Conference '98 organised by

Jatiya Sirat Committee at the Engineers Institute auditorium in the city yesterday.
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Survey revealls

Water pollution in Buriganga
Shitalakhya deplete fishes

The water pollution in the
rivers Buriganga and Shita-
lakhya has depleted almost all
fishes, said a survey, reports
BSS.

The survey conducted by the
Surface Water Modelling Centre
JSWMC), an independent unit
under Water Resources Ministry
said "we have not seen a single
fishing boat from Mirpur to
Pagla point because of non-
availability of fishes."

Dissolved Oxygen (DO) levels
within the 17 kilometre reach
of the river Buriganga stretch-
ing from Savar to Narayanganj
was found to be far below the
acceptable level of four mil-
ligrams per litre — the thresh-
old level for survival of aquatic
life including fish.

. The SWMC at different peri-
ods of 1995 measured the DO
level at more than 11 points
and took samples of water from
the river for laboratory tests.

Residues of chemical pesti-
cides along with wastes from
the industries on the banks
were the main reasons behind
the fall of DO level, experts at
the SWMC said.

#  Final results ol ledtd Carried

ut at the laboratory ofithe De-

Farlment of Environment
DOE) were not available yet,
but scientists conducting the
tests said there are traces of
many hazardous chemicals in

the river water even in the up-
sireaitn.

Former director general of
the Department of Environ-
ment ANM Wahed said chemi-
cal fertilisers, particularly
DDT, DDE and Dieldrin used i
cropping, is one of the main
reasons for the water pollution.

A preliminary review of the
data obtained so far shows that
the Buriganga is heavily pol-
luted. The DO level within the
17 kilometre reach of the river
that passes through Dhaka is at

some points as low as 0.1 mil-

ligram per litre.

Although discharge of hu-
man excreta and wastes froni
industries contribute to the
main cause of the pollution of
the river Buriganga seeped-in
residues of chemical pesticides
have also been attributed to the

Reception

CHITTAGONG. July 10: Re-
nee Veyret, Ambassador ol
France to Bangladesh and Eric
Blandin, director of Alliance
Francaise, Chittagong hosted a

reception here last night te tel-/

chrate the National Dayy of
France, reports BSS . -
" L.ocHl" ﬁlHr‘faﬁi' "lt:ac':hﬂri

senior journalists, leaders o
different political .parties,
businessmen and elite of the
city attended the reception, held
at local Alliatice Francaise.

depletion of fishes in the up-
stream.

The pollution may turn the
river Buriganga into a dead
river if pragmatic steps are not
taken immediately. environ-

mental exports warned.

They said efficient manage-
ment practices, with balance
between the environment and
development. can only save the
river.

Controlling and managing
of tlie river resources of the
country are essential and a bal-
ance is needed to be achieved
between the sometimes con-
flicting requirements ol food
production. irrigation and fish-
eries.

The inter-relationships are
too complex for the traditional
planning and management
tools capable of integrating all
relevanl processes have become
a necessity.

In recognition of this need.
the World Bank and the UNDP
initiated the surface walter
simulation modelling pro-
gramme in Bangladesh in 1986.
This led "4/ 1990, to the estab-

lishmen e S :
oot IRt
nal resulls he tests a

analysis will help assess the
environmental impact and
then the planning and imple-
mentlation of river restoration
schemes.

News
Employees’ strike cripples |

India’s postal service

NEW DELHI, July 10: India's
postal system, made up of 1.2
million staff, was crippled for a
second day today by a wage
strike which has led to large
scale disruption and public out-
rage, reports said, reports.

The protest by more than
600,000 employees excluded
postmen, whose salaries were
increased recently.

Postal Workers Union leader
R L Bhattacharya said: "The re-
sponse to the strike has been
more than 95 per cent.”

The New Delhi administra-
tion, however, said 98 per cent
of post offices in the city were
[unctioning "without any major
disruption.”

Reports from several states
said the strike virtually crip-
pled services, warning the boy-
cott could also hit banking op-

erations such as clearing of
cheques.

e parliament was in up-
roar today over the strikes,
]cadinﬁ to a protest walkout
from the house by several op-
position leaders with some of
them openly extending support
to the employees.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee told parliament that
his coalition government was
negotiating to end the strike.

"The exercise is still on,”
Vajpayee told the upper house
and said he hoped the protesters
would resume work. Communi-
cations Minister Sushma
Swaraj appealed for an end to
the strike, the second since a
one-day stoppage in January,
and promised a "favourable re-
sponse” to employees' demands.
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Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka University Prof A K Azad Chowdhury ad
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dressing the first annual

general meeting and seminar of the Graduate Microbiologists Association, Bangladesh at
the TSC auditorium of DU yesterday.
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The high level segment of the
1998 substantive session of the
Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) of the United Nations
ended in New York on Wednes-
day through the adoption of a
ministerial communique, re-
ports UNB.

The theme of this segment
which was attended by minis-
terial level delegation and high
level officials was "Market ac-
cess: Development since the
Uruguay Round, implications.
opportunities and challenges.
in particular for the developin
countries and least develope
among them. in the context of
globalisation and liberalisa-
tion."

The communique was a doc-
ument negotiated by all mem-
ber states of the UN, in particu-
lar by the ECOS0C members. In
view of the relevance of the
theme in enhancement of trad-
ing opportunities for Bangla-
desh and 47 other least
developed countries, Bangla-
desh took a lead role, in the
negotiation.

Bangladesh debate the issues
as the coordinator of 48 least
developed countries (LDCs). ac-
cording to a message received
here yesterday.

The communique expressed

HERE and:

deep concern for the continued [~

marginalisation of LDCs in in-
ternational trade and finance.
It declared that arresting and
reversing this trend and pro-
moting their expeditious inte-
gration in the world economy is
an ethical imperative of the in-
ternational community.,

It also declared that the in-
ternational community will
work together towards enhanc-
ing market access of the LDC
exports. An important compo-
nent was the expression of po-
litical will to work for the duty-
free imports from the least de-
veloped countries.

Currently only a few prod-
ucts receive the zero tariff
treatment in a selected number
of countries who offer it under
autonomous arrangement.

In the products of export in-
terest of LDCs for example tex-
tile. clothing, leather, agricul-
tural products are subjected to
high tariff barriers and quota
restrictions in most markets of
industrialised countries.

Realisation of this provi-
sion., on which the commu-
nique has expressed positive
indication. will result in
tremendous export opportuni-
ties for LDC countries, particu-
larly of Bangladesh.

MMC

A coordination meeting of
Mass-line Media Centre (MMC)
was held July 8-9, '98 at the or-
ganisation's central office in
the city. says a press release.

MMC chief executive Kamrul
resided over the

ing and research
Natasha Shaheen, media moni-
toring office Jagadish Saha,
documentation officer Tapan
Bagchee, Patuakhali office
chief R M Aurangazeb Ananda,
Noakhali office chief Mobarak
Hossain and other officials
were present.

All the programmers pre-
sented progress reports which
were discussed among the par-
ticipants. On the concluding
day of the meeting, a pro-
ramme schedule was prepared
or the next yvear,

Krishibid
[nstitution

Krishibid Institution.
Bangladesh yesterday congratu-
lated the government of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina for up-
grading the [nstitute of Post
Graduate in Agriculture (IPSA)
to a full-fledged aigréc:.:ln;{:rt

iversity and namiil a
Egngabai’;dhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, reports BSS.

in a joint statement signed
by Krishibid Institution presi-
dent M Enamul Huq and secre-
tary general Abdul Mannan
said l%lis sincere efforts of the
government would create an
epochal chapter for expanding
agricultural education and re-
search in the cuuntrf. "The uni-
versity will also 'hr: p increase
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overall agricultural output in
the country,” they hoped.

The statement said father of
the mnation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, im-
mediately after the indepen-
dence, had given agriculturists
the status ol first class oflicers.
Following
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P
hand of the A teach®
students to make it a university.
it added.

Young Consultants

A six-day training pro-
gramme organised in Lhe city
on "Leadership Development
and Management” was recently
organised in the city bv Youn
Consultants under the "Rura
Women Employment Creation
Project |( CP)". RWECP is an
ongoing project of the Direc-
torate of I‘::Vumen Affairs, Min-
istry of Women and Children
Affairs, says a press release,

Young Consultants is a
newly established consultancy
firm specialising in small
business management. It pro-
vides different professional
services including customised
training programme, project
development and appraisal,
business plan preparation,
conducting socio-economic
survey, market survey and re-
search, financial planning and
capital structuring, start-up
support, preparation of moni-
toring and evaluation plan,
women entrepreneurship de-
velopment, information build-
ing, preparation of socio-eco-
nomic projects.

The training programme
vinphasised on Group Forma-
tion.
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Problems in Garments Industries and Their Solutions’ at the VIP Lounge of Jatiya Press

\ Club in the city yesterday.
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Policy dialogue mission due in Oct

'Japan to remain biggest

donor to Bangladesh'

TOKYO, July 10: Japan has
said that despite fiscal strin-
ency it would remain the
iggest donor to Bangladesh in
terms of Official Development
Assistance [ODA]). reports UNB.
"We have been the number
one donor to Bangladesh in
terms of ODA and [ think it is
fair to say that we expect to re-
main the number one donor to
Bangladesh for quite some-
time.” a spokesman of the
Japan government told a
weekly press briefing at the
Foreign ce here Tuesday.
Press Secretary of the For-
eign Office Numata Sadaaki
made the statement. in reply to a
question on whether Japan
would increase its ODA for
Bangladesh following the sus-
pension of the Japanese eco-
nomic aid to India and Pak-
istan after their nuclear tests.

The total Japanese aid dis-
bursement for Bangladesh
stood at 4.9 billion US dollars
in last 25 years till June 1997,

There is a growing specula-
tion here that Japan may in-
crease its ODA to Bangladesh
following its suspension of aid
to India and Pakistan.

"There was ng sort of direct
linkage in the sense ol ping

-aid to one o

another.," Sadaaki said. He,
however, said the distribution
of the Japanese aid and its
amount to a particular country
depends on a variety of factors.

These include the stage of
development of that particular
country, its economic situation
and the efforts made by the re-
cipient country to achieve its
economic development.

Without rejecting the possi-
bility of increased aid, Sadaaki
said that the decisions of that
kind would be made on the
merit of each case.

Appreciating the economic
performance of Bangladesh. he
said, "We are very much aware
that Bangladesh is tackling
very seriously the task of eco-
nomic reforms and is achieving
some results.”

The Press Secretary said he
understands that Bangladesh's
growth has exceeded five per
cent and grain production has
reached a level of about 20 mil-
lion tons.

Meanwhile, senior officials
of the Japanese government
gave a broad hint that Japan
may increase its ODA for
Bangladesh following its eco-
nomic sanction against India
and Pakistan on the ground of

al to o nuclear tests,

They said that the matter
was now being discussed
through diplomatic channel be-
tween Dhaka and Tokyo.

"If there is some gfood pro-
jects in Bangladesh. the ODA
amount! may be increased .., 1
believe there is a possibility,” a
senior Japanese olfficial said.

He said Bangladesh now re-
mains on the top of the list for
receiving the additional ODA of
Japan. Some other countries in
South Asia including Sn Lanka
and some Alfrican countries are
in the queue to take advantage
of the situation.
~  He said a high-powered Pol-
icy Dialogue Mission under the
Japan Foreign Ministry will
visit Dhaka in October to dis-
cuss with the Bangladesh gov-
ernment a good number of new
projects and their fundings.

This is for the first time that
a full-fledged mission with offi-
cials of the Grant Aid and Loan
Aid is wisiting Dhaka. Until
last year, the two wings had
held dialvgues ‘- with the
Bangladesh officials separately.

About 20-25 new projects in-
cluding the Rupsha Bridge; By-
pass to Jamuna, rural dﬂvelnﬂ—
ment programimes near Dhaka
might figure prominently dur-
ing the mission's dialogue with
tha-ﬂangla-dﬂahr-gm-.lwnmtnt.
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Veteran photographer

M A Beg was presented with 'Alok

chitracharjya a

ward by the

Bangladesh Photographic Society at his residence in the city Thursday. Beg was unaile to

attend a reception in his honour
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