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BNP shifts
meeting
venue

BNP which called a public
meeting within two kilometres
of Bangabandhu Eﬂdgt' today
will now hold the meeting at
Samsoil, three kilometre:s ifrom
east end of the bridge, reports
UNB.

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia will address the
meeting outside the police bar-
ricade at EEIHEI;HI at 3 pm, said
a party press release.

It sai?i the venue was shiifted
after a meeting between BNP
leaders including Maj Gen (retd)
Mahmudul Hasan and Shaja-
han Siraj with Tangail district
and police administrations.

en contacted, the Deputy
commissioner of Tangail told
The Daily Star last night that
BNP has shifted the venue of its
today's public meeting to Gol>-
indapur, four and a half kilc-

See Page 12 Col 1

AL conspiring to
win by-polls:
Mannan Bhuiyan

BNP yesterday accused the
rulinpg Awami League of hatch-

ing a conspiracy to influence |

the results of the July 20 by-
election in Barisal-5 con-
stituency, reports UNB.

“The ruling party has made a
blueprint to snatch BNP's vic-
tory by utilising government
machinery in violation of the
election code of conduct,” BNP
secretary general Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan told newsmen at
29 Minto Road in the afternoon.

He said that ministers, chief
whip and other AL leaders with
ministerial status were cam-

aigning in favour of the

wami League candidate in the
by-election violating the code of
conduct.

"“They have threatened the
UP chairmen and members and
other local authorities that de-
velopment works would be
stopped if election results went
against Awami ue,” he said.
Ekgt;fenﬂnne at the Chief

Comrmiesigner <
cent lettér to the prime m&g

requested her to ensure that no |

minister, state minister, deputy
minister or persons with equal
status pay any official or unof-
ficial visit to Barisal-5 con-

stituency to keep the coming by-
election. ahwe controversy.

Bhu that despit:
r the Election
Cnmmissinn was not taking
any action to prevent violation

of the election code of conduct.
He demanded strict en-

See Page 12 Col 3
Mongla strike on
Foreign vessels

threaten to

leave port

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, July 10: Strike by
the employees nf barges and
argo launches at Mongla Port
cnntinued for the seventh day

tndilzr.
eanwhile, a foreign vessel
'MV Al Mostaba’, chartered for
carrying raw Eﬂ.:te and jute goods
fur Mungla Port to-
day wlthuut loading those.
The vessel arrived at the port

on July 5.

Another vessel loaded with
fertiliser imported Nepal is
also lying idle at port. It

See Page 12 Col 7
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Bibiana may turn
out to be second |
blggest gasfield

—
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By Sharier Khan

US company Occidental's
findings in the gas structures’
at Bibiana in Sylhet is likely to
be one of the bi t gas discov-
eries in Bangladesh.

Sources said Occidental has
already tested six 'zones’ in the
Bibiana well, located near
Sherpur, and the results are all
"positive”,

The sources did not quantify
the amount of recoverable gas
from this well, but said that
there were indications that it
might turn out to be the second
biggest gasfield in Bangladesh.
Titas, the biggest gasfield in the

country, has a proven recover-
able reserve of 4 tcf. The total
proven gas reserve in the coun-
now stands at 10.3 tcf, ac-
cording to Petrobangla.
"Usually, if six "zones" of a
well is tested, one or two 'zones’
give negative results,” said a gas
rt. "This was not the case
with Bibiana. So it might turn
out that the gas reserve is huge
there,” he said.
"But we must not be over-op-

timistic. All other gasfields

closer to Bibiana are not very
big. Besides, the Bibiana gas
See Page 12 Col 6
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Khagrachhari

40 hurt as police,
BNP activists

clash: 7 more held

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. July 10: At
least 40 people including five
policemen were injured
a clash with BNP activists at
Ramgarh under Khagrachhari
hill district last night. police
and residents said.

Seven more BNP supporters
were arrested today.

Earlier. police arrested 17
BNP leaders and activists from
Ramgarh, Jaliyapara and Kha-
grachhari town.

Police said the trouble
started at 10 pm last night when
a large number of BNP supf)o
ers pelted stones at the local
TNO office protesting the ar-

rests.
Al a stage, BDR rushed to the
rsed the agitators.

spot and dis
BDR and a large contingent of

See Page 12 Col 1
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— Bear aheto ByAnisie Rabwan

Unchain
him,
please

By Shehab Ahmed

He is hardly a nine-year-old
boy. But more than two ycars of
his life has been s on a
‘prisoner’ on the balc 1::|nj.r of a
market in the old city.

Chained to a wooden plank,
the child instead of moving
around. is forced to spend his
time, looking at the busy strf:ft
below at Nayabazar. His ste
father, who operates the public
toilet on the Malitola market,
thought that keeping the young
devil” chained is the only way
to 'discipline’ him.

Badal, his step father. says
Nizam is restless and runs
around all the time, becoming
known in the locality as a
trouble-making boy. He. it is
said, throws stones al glasses,

at shops and l'iﬂ'l.“ﬂ all kinds of
"'mr'brcl;.. Arjl, ” Ims. =lder

birbther said. He bk’%lm classes
and later gave up school. He is a
spoiled chlld and has been the
cause of complaints of the
neij hbours, they said.

e had no other means to
tackle him.” Anf said of his sib-
ling ruefully., Even his mother
Zohura shares his feeling.

"l will run away whenever |
et another chance”, Nizam said
ast Sunday when asked. He
managed to escape [rom his

See Page 12 Col 5

' Indo-Pak dialogue soon. hopes Annan
& ]

US, India hold ‘secret talks’

Annan's letter was circu-

FRANKFIJRT, July 10: India
and the Uniited States today de-
cided to continue their gue
process on issues of mutual
concern, including disarma-
ment and nuclear non-prolifer-
ation, and agreed to meet for the
third round of talks in New
Eﬁhi on July 20 and 21, reports

The decision was taken after
two days of crucial 'secret talks',
spread over four sessions, be-
tween prime minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpaye¢'s special emis-

sary Jaswant. Singh and US,

deputy secretary of state Strobe
bott here. ¢,

A statement i8gued at the end
of the talks today said both
sides that this 'very use-
ful and constructive consulta-
tion' will continue.

The meeting was held at an
undisclosed location.

AP adds from: the United Na-
tions: The UN chief said yester-
day that Pakistan and India
appeared ready to hold talks on
security and other issues — in-
cluding Kashmir — by the end of
July and that he: himself might
visit the region.

In a letter to the Securit
Council, Secretary-General Ko
Annan said he was encouraged
by indications from leaders of
both countries and would con-
tinue efforts to bring the two
sides to discuss nuclear
nonproliferation and disar-
mament.

- Asian ne

A mecti between the two
heads of slat: during a South
Asiafi regional meeting in
Coloinbo, Lanka at the end
of July is likely to materialise,
Annan wrote.

* Tensions between the South
hbours escalated af-
ter India detonated five under-
ground nuclear explosions in
éarly May, Pakistan responded
with six tests, heightening ten-
%nns between the two coun-
es.

Naga separatist
groups ‘ready to
give up fighting’

GUAHATI, July 10: Naga
tribal leaders in India's trou-
bled northeast said today two of
the region's separatist groups
EE}I:;E now re:d}ip to give up

ti r 8

g n%e o reslclljcnltl of the
N thn an umbrella group
fuﬁnhal leaders, said %-‘iuhn
envoys met rcr:enﬂ:.r with mem-
bers of the Naga National
Council and the National So-
cialist Council of Nagaland.

"We believe they will give up
arms if a ceasefire is extended
and army operations with-
drawn immndiataly Vero said.

He called on the Indian gov-
ernment which has opened

+ See Page 12 Col 3

lated to council members
Thursday as his envoy, Alvaro
de Soto, briefed the council on
his recent trip to Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. He
cancelled a visit to India after
New Delhi said he was not wel-
come.

De Soto's contacts with re-
gional leaders, while not as
complete as would have been
desirable, nevertheless con-
firmed my concern that the new
situation which had emerged
following the developments of
May. compounding as it does
the longstanding causes of fric-
tion between India and Pak-
istan, may have serious impli-
cations for peace and security
in the region and beyond,” An-
nan wrote.

“In this cunnectmn. I have
been encour indications
from both sides thclr readi-
ness to enter intu a dialogue ad-
dressing peace and security
matters and causes of tension,
including Kashmir,” he wrote.

India has flatly rejected in-
ternational mediation over the

Kashmir dispute. Pakistan has
urged the United Nations and
c:thcrs to'step in.

De Soto delivered letters
with Annan's offer to visit the
region "at the appropriate
time,” to Indian Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Pak-
istani Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif. '

uring
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programme may be

handed over to CARE

The government is consider-
% handlng over the entire ru-
road maintenance pro-
ramme (RMP-Road) to CARE
angladesh in phases as per a
proposal of the Canadian In-
ternational Development
Agency.

The programme is now being
implemented partly by CARE
and partly by the Local Gov-
ernment Engineering Depart-
ment (LGED).

According to official sour-
ces, CIDA, co-linancier of the
project, has proposed to the

| government to hand over the

By Naimul Haq

management, implementation
and financial matters of the
RMP (road) to CARE under the
supervision of the Local Gov-
ernment Division (LGD) some-
time this year.

When contacted, an official
of the Canadian High Commis-
sion who deals with develop-
ment activities said, "l can not
give much detail about the pro-
posals but all I can say is that
the existing role of CARE
Bangladesh will change follow-
ing ratification of the memo-
randum of wunderstanding
(MOU) between the governments

of Bangladesh and Canada.”

A top official of the LGRD
Ministry, when contacted, re-
fused o give any details about
the matter saying, “We are not

in a position to disclose any
plan.”

He. however. confirmed that
there was a pro
over the rural road mainte-
nance programme to CARE.

A high official of the LGED

said, "The proposed transfer
from LGED to Local Govern-

ment Division will substan-
tially enhance the operational

See Page 12 Col 4
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Pak special envoy tells The Daily Star

"Bombs have no religion,
These are destructive in nature
and carry no label. And defi-
nitely Pakistan's nuclear bomb
cannot be branded as an Is-
lamic bomb.”

This was stated by the visit-
ing special envoy Irom Pak-
istan Senator Akram Zaki in
an interview with The Daily
Star yesterday.

The envoy. who is on a visit
to Bangladesh and delivered a
special message to Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina from her
Pakistan counterpart Nawaz
Sharif, was responding to a
question as to how his country
would react to campaigns by
western countries and media
terming Pakistan's nuclear de-

I vices as Islamic bombs.

Akram Zaki sald. Ut is feol
19 10 tatk of ann is » < bomb.
A bom!y is for destnuction. We do
not want to destroy civilisa-
tion. All can recall that the US
became a nuclear power in 1945
and none called it a Christian
bomb. When Russia detonated
in 1949, it was not called a
Communist bomb. In 1952 and
1960, Britain and France tested
nuclear devices and these
bombs were not given the
Church of England or Catholic
labels. When China tested it
first nuclear device in 1964, it

By M Anwarul Haq
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“Alram

also was not given any ideologi-
cal label.

“The Indians exploded the
first nuclear device in 1974 and
again in May, 1998, The Indian
bombs have not been called
Hindu bombs. Then why is Pak-
istan’s nuclear yapability bein
%lven Islamic label?” aske

aki.

‘Islam is a religion of peace.
So, if they mean Pakistan's
bomb is a Igomh for peace then

Bombs have no religion

there is nothing to say. Our
bomb is a bomb to deter es-
sion. It is essentially for our
self-defence because Pakistan,
as a responsible country. has no
other intention except the con-
sideration of its self preserva-
tion.

"We have acquired nuclear
technology indigenously with a
lot of difficult work and sacri-
fice." said Akram Zaki, a for-
mer career diplomat who served
as his country's envoy in Bei-

jing and Washington. He is now

Chairman of Pakistan's Senate
Standing Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

Akram Zaki replying to
questions repeatedly said that
Pakistan was compelled to det-
onate nuclear device in re-

M«fwf'@%ﬁ =

deterrent.
Pakistan has tried since

1974 when India exploded iis
first nuclear device, to make
South Asia a zone of pace. It has
sponsored a resolution in the
UN every year. Bangladesh has
also Euppﬂl‘tﬂd it, the special
env% said.

e have submitted many
proposals for bilateral and in-
ternational agreements to keep
South Asia free from prolifera-

See Page 12 Col 3

sal on landing

PARIS. July 10: Golden Boot
contender Sucker's Croatia will
take on gloriously gifted
Bergkamp's Holland at Parc de
Prince in Paris tomorrow for
the third-place play-off.

Holland lost to Brazil in a

JOHN PLAYER

| GOLD LEAF
LIGHTS

e A

nalty shoot-out at Marseille

ast Tuesday after locking
horns for a 1-1 draw in the first
semifinal. Croatia, the new-
boys of world football. went
down rather meekly to hosts
France on the day after in the
second semifinal.

WORLD CUP '98

s match
Third-place decider

Today's

July 11: Holland vs Croatia,
Stade de France, 1900 GMT

(1:00 am BST)

Commercial houses mushrooming in Dhanmondi RIA

With the declaration of four
roads as commercial, Dhan-
mondi residential area in the
city is rapidly changing into a
residential cum commercial
area.

In the face of a losing battle
to keep it purely residential, the
government first declared Mir-
pur road section of Dhanmondi
as commercial area in 1985, It
tagged a condition that the plot
owners could use only 20 feet of
their plots for commercial
structures provided they paid a

a pre-set land price. At present
ment-fixed price of land
in Dhanmondi residential area

| per katha is Tk 4 lakh while in

conversion fee of 15 per cent of

'r";:

private hands, the same land
sells between Tk 15 and 20 lakh
per kKatha.

M residents started to defy
the ban on 'commercialisation'’
of the remaining portion of the
ared, in January, 1996, the gov-
ernment revised the decision
and declared Road-2. the whole

' of Satmasjid Road and Road 15
fold 27) as commercial area.

With this, the restriction that
only 20 feet of a plot could be

used commercially was also
withdrawn. Since then, plot
owners at these roads could use
the entire %ut for commercial
structures by paying the con-
version fee.

The price of land at these .

By Morshed Ali Khan

four roads soared overnight as
residents took up plans to con-
struct multi-storied commer-
cial structures on their plots.

But the rnment remained
firm as ds height of the
buildi and restricted it tn a

limit of six stotiés. Presentl
most of the new bulld lnt l:
area are being construc

a foundation for 15 stories and

more. Residents hope that one
day the restriction on height
wuuld be withdrawn.

PWD sources said although
many have started to use their
plnls commercially, only half a
dozen have paid the conversion
fee. Commercial houses operat-
ing in the area without paying

i

The third-place play-off is
an anti-climax to the build up
for a slot in the final and many
here regard it as a formality to
put the merit list in order.

Bergkamp has summed up
the farce that is tomorrow's

WORLD CUP "'98

match by saying, "We dah't re-
ally want to play, but we are
professional enough to go
through with it."

Both teams are still smart-
ing from their semi-final de-
feats but more so Holland. Said
Jaap Stam who had a good
match against Brazil: "It's going
to take us a few days to get over
this. We will fight for third
place but we came here for the
gold medal."

Holland are also upset about
not being awarded a penalty
when striker Pierre van Hoolj-
donk was pulled back right at
the end of tﬂe match. That could

. have been decisive. And because

it was so close that "it hurts this
time" said Bergy with reference
to their 3-2 exit from the 1994
World Cup against Brazil in the
quarterfinals. Bergkamp
should know the pain because

{.hvzl cnnv:au;;:;'l P{ﬁjﬂ l:m nigu-
arly visit spectors.
’I‘hg shop owners alleged that
the inspectors usually issue a
r and then 'go away with a
just to return in a mnnth
When the four fringe roads
turned commercial inside the
residential area, commercial
houses kept mushrooming at
every road. The authorities did

not take note of the illegal

growth while PWD inspectors
regularly collected 'unofficial
fees' from these business
houses.

PWD sources said permis-
sion was given for the construc-
tion of only two non-residential
structures inside the residential

u.rﬂl — une is Ildelh?

the nther iﬁ Sina Eﬂnlc at
Road 26.

Hundreds of others wer: us-
ing residential build ‘as of-

. fices, schools, clinics, pharma-

ceutical shops, diagnostic cen-
tres and community centres.
Sources in _lajd that in
one case, a plan was 'mysteri-
ously’ approved for construc-
tion of a 'madrassa’ adjacent to
the mosque at Road-7. When
Sonmimucin . i the s
stori was co e
the mosque committee rented it
out as a diagnostic centre. The

sources pointed out from the
See Page 12 Col 8

Holland, Croatia clash today

From Nizamuddin Ahmed

he was there too.

Stam, who is Manchester
United's new 10 million pound
signing., is so stung about
Brazil's great escape that he is
now claiming. "They are not a

See Page 12 Col 8

Rural road maintenance | Flood sitvation

in Kushtia

WOTISENS

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, July 10: The flood
situation in Bheramara, Mir-
pur, Kumarkhali and Daulatpur
thanas of the district has dete-
riorated further with waters

from the Ganges inundating
fresh areas.

Water levels of the G
and its tributary Goral are
ing fast, official sources said.

Eight unions of Daulatpur
thana, three unions of thra-
mara. one union of Mirpur and
three unions of Kumarkhali
thana have been affected,

Crops on at last 5000 acres of
land have reeled under flood
water in the four thanas, the
sources said.

Along with the flood, erosion
b{ the Gan a has takcn an

armin turn in Daulatpur
thana. Vast tracks of land in
See Page 12 Col 4

‘Faruq was
strangulated
to death’

By Staff Correspondent

Police investigation revealed
that former Jatiya Party MP
Lutfar Rahman alias Kala
Faruk was strangulated to
death in a house on Dhanmondi
Road 6 on Monday last.

Nasrin Akter alias Flora
who was arrested in this con-
nection, owner of the house
Faruk Azam Khan, three of his
friends and two gatekeepers
were present at the time, police
said.

Keraniganj police ==id the
six accused were absconding till
late last night. They came to
know details of the incident
from Flora.

Police produced Flora before
court yesterday praying for a
seven-day remand. The court
fixed Sunday for hearing the
remand petition and ordered
that Flora be sent to Dhaka
Central Jail,

Meanwhile, police picked up

yooar ~mep-Bage 12 Cot 4=~

JU VC panel

election today
By Staff Correspondent

Election of a three-member
"VC Panel” for appointment of a
new Vice Chancellor of Ja-
hangirnagar University will be
held at the JU Senate hall at
4:30 pm today.

A total of 84 senators are ex-
pected to cast their votes, Five
posts of the Senate are vacant
and four senators are out of the
country.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed who is also Chancellor
of the universities will appoint
a new VC of JU after the elec-
tion. The term of the present
VC, Prof Amirul Islam, ends on
July 18.

Six candidates are contest-
ing from two panels. The Gano-
tantrik Pragatisheel Panel
backed by VC Prof Amirul Is-

8-
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