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Pope John Paul 1I waves to well-wishers as he steps out of
an Italian Air Force helicopter in Lerenzago, Wednesday
to begin a 13-day vacation in this resort in the Italian
Alps north of Venice. — AP/UNB photo
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erian forces kill 7 militants:
Algerian security forces killed seven Islamist rebels near the
capital Algiers on Wednesday, the official APS news agency
reported, Reuter says from Algiers.

In a brief statement the agency said that: "Seven terrorists
were killed on Wednesday by security forces in the forest of
Bouzareah province, near Algiers." The Algerian official media
usually use the word "terrorists” to describe the armed radical

Islamist groups.
US war es in Pacific

el
The largest US air exercise in the Pacific this year Eegan

yesterday at Alaskan bases, with the participation of Britain,
Australia, Japan and Singapore, the Pentagon said Wednesday.
AFP reports from Washington.

China is sending two observers for the first time to the Cope
Thunder exercise at Eielson and Elmendorf air force bases in
Alaska, Pentagon officials said. More than 2,500 people,
including 1,400 US service members, will take part in the July
9-24 exercise which is designed to sharpen air combat skills and
share tactics, the Pentagon said.

tﬁmﬂeﬂf& At least
e Q@ Turkish airliner hit
oI, [WTrRey to Japan, airport

severl passenge
turbulence du -
officials said yest " Bre | S5oin Tokyh,

One passenger is believed. toshave suffered:qfractured ribs,
while the others suffered only minor injuries, he said. Turkish
Airlines Flight 1022, an Airbus A340 carrying 186 passengers,
was en roule from Istanbul to Japan's Narita Airport when it hit
air éurhulence around 2 am (1700 GMT Wednesday), the official
said.
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Militants raid Philippine village:
Muslim extremist guerillas raided "a southern Philippines
village killing a woman and then shot dead a policeman who
went to the aid of casualties, television reports said yesterday,
AFP reports from Manila.

Abu Sayyaf gunmen opened fire with automatic rifles on the
village of Abunbata in the Island of Basilan late Tuesday,
killing the woman, SNN station said, quoting a military
spokesman. Police rushed the casualties towards the nearby
town of Isabela for treatment. but were ambushed by the same
guerilla group and one policeman was killed, the report said.
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Rains claim 170 in Chinese province:
Heavy rains since the start of June have left 170 people dead and
12 missing in the southwest gemvinr:e of Sichuan, officials said

yesterday, AFP reports from Beijing.
7. we recorded 170 people

"From the start of June until July
dead. 12 missing and 1,750 seriously injured because of the
flooding.” an official with the Sichuan Disaster Relief Olfice
said. In last year's summer floods 600 people died nationwide,
but the toll in heavier rains this year is already more than 800,
acmrdillg to compilations of local figures
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Co-authors Rudy Wiebe and Yvonne Johnson are pictured
as they launched their new book titled "Stolen Life: The
Journey of a Cree Woman” on June 19 at the Okimaw
Ohci Healing Lodge near Maple Creek, Saskatchewan.
Johnson, the great-great granddaughter of a renowned
Cree chief, was raped while still a toddler, abused
ughout her youth, convicted at 27 of a role in a
brutal killing and is now the only Indian woman in

P
e

.Canada serving a life sentence for murder. The book is

now winning accolades across Canada. — AP/UNB photo

Grenade attack

on Cambodian
minister’s.
residence

PHNOM PENH, July 9: Two
grenades were thrown this
morning at the house of Cam-
bodia's Justice Minister Chem
Snguon, but failed to e,
police and witnesses said, re-
ports AFP,

One grenade landed in the

and the other was found
ice outside the house, said

1 household employee Srei Kosal.

1

"] was cleaning a car, sud-
denly I saw a grenade landi
near it," said Srei Kosal, "then
ran out of the place but luckily
it did not ode.”

Chem Snguon, a senior
member of powerful second
Prime Minister Hun Sen's
Cambodian People's Party was
not at home at the time of the
attack.

He was in the eastern
province of Svay Rieng to cam-
paign for his party ahead of
general elections on July 26.

BJP to mark
N-tests 1n

pop video
NEW DELHI, July 9 : India’s
ruling Hindu nationalists are to
celebrate the country's recent
nuclear tests in a pop video, the
Asian Age new:ggper reported
today, reports :
Tl‘;c song, ‘'Hum Hain Indian’

(We are Indian), is being backed
financially by a Hindu nation-

alist legislator to "initiate a na-—

tional celebration of India's
nuclear status through the elec-
tronic media," the Age said.

The song will be aired on
state-run Doordharshan televi-
sion and satellite channels
such as the Hong Kong-based
Channel V and Sony TV. It will
be released Friday by a leading
Hindu nationalist state politi-
cian.

India's May 11 and 13 nu-
clear tests triggered a tit-for-tat
riposte from arch-rival Pak-
istan along with worldwide
condemnation, both countries
now face international sanc-

tions,
300 tribal
activists

stage protest
march in India

NEW DELHI, July 9: About
300 tribal activists from east-
ern India. armed with bows and
arrows, staged a protest march
here today accusing the gov-
ernment of delaying on its
pledge to create a new state for
them, reports AFp. — =~ =

The marchers shouted slo-

ans against Prime Minister
tal Behari V§jpayee, accusing

- him of going back 'on his ward. > -
* A memoramdum released by«

the marchers said "30 million
sguls” in the Jharkhand tribal
area in the eastern state of Bi-
har felt "frustrated over the
non-fulfilment of their five-
decade-old demand for a sepa-
rate state.

Senegalese troops
pound Bissau
Airport

DAKAR. July 9: Senegalese
troops backing Guinea Bissau
President Joao Bernardo Vieira
on Wednesday pounded the air-

rt in the north of the capital

issau which has been in rebel
hands for a month, diplomats
said here, reports AFP.

The city itself was relatively
calm and inhabitants began to
move back into their homes,
the sources said. adding how-

ever that armed rebels had been
spotted sneaking into the city

centre. l*a,is.lnﬁ'l fears of a new
outbreak of fighting there.

Loyalist forces launched an
all-out offensive using heavy
artillery on Sunday in a bid to
recapture Bissau rt, which
commands all roads to the inte-
rior of the country.

But they appeared no closer
Wednesday to wresting it [rom
the rebels. who have mined the
site and posses mobile heavy
artillery of their own.

Camilla Parker
meets Prince

William

LONDON, July 9: Prince
Charles's long-term Ilover
Camilla Parker Bowles has met
Prince William for first time,
British tabloid newspapers re-
ported in their Thursday edi-
tions, rcpcltlrts Reuter. =

Top-selling newspapers e
Sun I;:mm:l 'I%n: Mll:'rgf both
claimed world exclusives with
reports of a historic meeting on
June 12 between 16-yéar-old
Prince Willlam and Parker
Bowles, whose adultery with
Charles was blamed for break-
ing up his marriage to Princess
Diana.

A spokeswoman at St
James's Palace in London con-
firmed that Willilam and Parker
Bowles, who is now 50, had met.

"Yes Prince William and Mrs
Parker Bowles have met. Meet-
ings between the children and
Mrs Parker Bowles are a pri-
vate, family matter which we
are not prepared to discuss,” the
spokeswoman said "we wish,
for their sakes, the media will
now leave this

ve rsonal
mn'tlt_l?; alone.” she az:l{:ic

meel.Ln# came less than

a year after Princess Diana's
sudden death in a car crash in
Paris last August. Parker
Bowles has ed discreetly
in the shadows since that time,
The Sun said Willlam had
dropped in by chance at St
James's Palace, where Parker
Bowles has become a frequent
visitor over the past year, and
that the two had met twice since
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International
Kosovo crisis

NATO to use force 1f

talks fail: Kinkel

TIRANA, July 9: German
Foreign Minister Kalus Kinkel
warned here Wednesday that
NATO would use military lorce
to resolve the crisis in Kosovo if
negotiations failed, reports

"Yugoslav President E;lnbn-
dan Milosevic must respect the
conclusion of the Contract

| Group. or else the option of a

military intervention by NATO
will become a reality,” he said. .

Kinkel made his warning
soon after arriving here from
Bonn, where the Contract Group
joining Britain; France, Ger-
many, Italy, Russia and the
United States had called earlier
Wednesday for an immediate
ceasefire in Kosovo.

He said here that a ceasefire
was necessary for negotiations
to begin, adding that he wanted
to see a political solution to the
crisis in Kosovo, where ethnic
Albanians are fighting for in-
dependence from Serbia, one of
the two states of the rump Yu-
goslavia.

"We are in favour of auton-

omy for Kosovo and against its
separation" from the Yugoslav
state, he said.

Kinkel added that Milosevic
"should know that all options

-are open to him and we expect

him to use political means"” to
resolve the Kosovo crisis.

Meanwhile, after meeting
with independence fighters
fromm Kosovo, the United States
suggested Tuesday that the radi-
cals may not have a seat at the
negotiating table il peace talks
are launched with Belgrade.

It's up to Kosovo Albanian
leader Ibrahim R to decide
who will be included in the ne-
gotiating team, said State De-

a:;m:nt spokesman James
in.

Rubin that the
views of the Kosovo Liberation
Army (KLA), which is fighting
to end Serbian rule over
Kosovo, should be reflected, but
that their direct participation
in the talks was not required.

"They can have their views
reflected without a seat at the
table, meaning indirectly,” said
Rubin.

"Kosovo within Yu

"Whether l:il dlrccntr %; iglzilri_
rect ought to be up to a,
not ua.ghhe said.

The United States appeared
to be distancing itself from the
KLA following several meetings
over the past weeks intended to
pave the way for a ceasefire and
negotiations on autonomy for
slavia.

The KLA has n gaining

ound in Kosovo since EE:Igradc
aunched a crackdown on
Kosovo in late February that
has left hundreds dead and tens
of thousands homeless.

The statements from Wash-
ington followed a stormy
meeting of the six-nation Con-
tract Group on the former Yu-
goslavia that failed to produce a
consensus on whether the
rebels should play a role in a
peace settlement.

Russia has staunchly op-

sed any participation by the

LA, echoing Belgrade's view
that the fighters are "terrorists”
that have targeted Serb civil-

ians living in the province,
where 90 per cent of the popula-
tion is ethnic Albanian.
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Rodham Clinton in Washington Wednesday

during a news conference to announce a proposal to build a National Music Museum and
Centre in Washington. The Smithsonian Institution and the Library of Congress, along
with "the Federal City Council, are exploring the possibility of building the museum.
Federal City Council President Bob Dole 1s at left.

— J’LPIUNB photo
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Nigerian go
for calm

LAGOS, July 9: Nigeria's mil-
itary ruler appealed for calim on
Wednesday after at least 19 peo-
ple died in riots triggered by the
death of detained opposition
politician Moshood Abiola, re-
ports Reuter.

General Abdulsalam
Abubakar also dismissed the
34-member Cabinet of civilian
and military ministers who
deal with much of the day-to-
day running of government
business. The all-military rul-
ing council was left untouched.

But in an broadcast address
to Nigerians, Abubakar made
no mention of concrete plans to
restore democracy, or to release
more political prisoners, which
the international community
and local !)olltir:al groups await
impatiently.

The United States, Nigeria's
biggest trading partner, called
for the release of detainees and
said a timetable to bring back
civilian rule by October should
be followed.

"I appeal to you all to be calm
despite your understandable
E:ie . Our national grief cannot

assuaged by recourse to law-
lessness, threat to lives, and the

want on destruction of innocent

pccgalt’ﬁ property,” Abubakar
said, a month after t office
following the sudden death of
dictator Sanj Abacha.

Abiola, jailed in 1994 after
claiminﬁ the presidency on the
sirength of elections in 1993
which were annulled by the

army as he was poised for vic-
tory. died on Tuesday after be-

ing taken ill during a meeting

with a visiting US delegation.

An official announcement
attributed Abiola's death to a
heart attack and American offi-
cials said there was no reason
to suspect foul play.

But riots swept Lagos and
other towns in southwestern
Nigeria, with protesters accus-
ing the military government,
which is dominated by generals
from the north. of murdering
Abiola.

At least 19 people were con-
firmed dead by eye-witnesses,
11 of them in districts of Lagos
where large numbers of north-
erners live,

AFP adds: The United States
and Britain will send a team of
pathologists to Nigeria to assist
coroners in pcrfunninﬁ an au-
tupsr on politician Moshood
Abiola, who died of an apparent
heart attack Tuesday, the State
Department said.

"We have seen no evidence
that chief Abiola died of any-
thing other than natural
causes,” sald State Department
spokesman James Rubin.

The Nigerian government
has offered to conduct the post-
mortem under international
supervision, he said.

"We are planning on sendlnﬁl
two military pathologists anc
the British will send an expert
as well,” he said. Rubin said he

vt appeals

did not know when the autopsy
would take place.

Another report says, Nigeri-
a's ruling generals were huddled
in talks late into the night, dis-
cussing how to manage their
exit from power after dramatic
events that left a plan to and
decades of military rule in tat-
ters, officials said.

“They have been meeting
since about midday. They want
to come up with a concrete for-
mat and timetable for their dis-
engagement from power,” a gov-
ernment source said.

The first and so far only out-
come of the protracted meeting
was Abubakar's sacking of the
34-member Cabinet of civilian
and military ministers who
deal with much of the day-to-
day running of government
business. The all-military Rul-
ing Council was left untouched.

Many Nigerian analysts say
Abubakar needs to move
quickly on the key question of
returning Nigeria to democracy,
if he is not to lose the wing
support he has enjoyed since
taking over from the unpopular
and uncompromising Abacha.

Commonwealth Secretary-
General Chief Emeka Anyaoku,
a Nigerian, who met both
Abubakar and Abiola sepa-
rately last week, sald he be-
lieved Abubakar would win the
support of Abiola followers if
he were to come up with a credi-
ble civilian rule plan.

WASHINGTON, July 9 : The

United States said Wednesday it *

has entered the final phase of
its effort to restart peace talks
between Israel and the Pales-
tinians, with no breakthrough
yet within sight, reports AFP,
Alfter conferring bKd phone
with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu several
times over the weekend, Secre-
tary of State Madeleine Al-
bright spoke with him twice
Tuesday and once Wednesday.
Albright also discussed US
proposals to break with 16-
month deadlock in a telephone
conversation with Palestinians
leader Yasser Arafat on
Wednesday, said State Depart-
ment spokesman James Rubin.
"We are in an intensive end-
me negotiation on the US
deas that are designed to put

' the Middle East peace process

back on track." said Rubin.
"But we have no knuwledﬁl:
that this will yield success.” he
added,
The remnarks from the State

Department spokesman were
the clearest indication yet from
Washington that the adminis-
tration was seeking to close a
deal or scrap the proposals al-
together,

Albright's lengthy conversa-
tions with the leaders rein-
forced the vle;.rl that the effort
was near completion, requiring
the personal involvement of the
Secretary of State.

Albright earlier this week
indicated that progress has
been made.

"l think we are coming closer
if we weren't coming closer, we
would try a different track,” Al-
bright said in a CNN interview
on Monday.

The United States has been
pressing Israel to pull out of an
additional 13 per cent of the
West Bank in a bid to revive
peace talks with the Palestini-
ans,

Netanyahu has repeatedl
rebuflfed the US proposal buzti
Arafat has ted it although
it falls far short of the Pales-

US enters final phase of its
effort to restart ME peace |

tinians’ territorial aspirations.

President Bill Clinton pre-
sented the pack of ideas in-
tended to launch negotiations
on a final Israeli-Palestinian
settlement during meetings
with Netanyahu and Arafat in
January,

Meanwhile, unidentified at-
tackers fired several shots
Wednesday at a car owned by [s-
raeli settlers in Hebron without
causing any casualties, Israeli
police said.

The bullets hit a window and
door of the vehicle near the
tomb of the patriarchs, a hol
site venerated by Jews an
Muslims.

Tensions are high in Hebron
following a series of acts of
Vandalism against Palestinian
::lm and property by Israeli set-

Cr's.

Some 400 settlers live in en-
claves in the centre of the town,
protected by hundreds of Israeli
soldiers amid a population of
120,000 Palestinians.
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| Polls campaign gains
momentum 1n Japan

TOKYO, July 9: Leo Takano,
singer and gay activist, wears a
frock as he campaigns for elec-
tion on Sunday to Japan's Up-
per House, delivering a message
of individuality at a time of
worrying recession, reports
AFP.

"However much people ma
at jeer me, I don't mind,” sai
ﬁsﬁyela:-nl;ll Takano, "I'm confi-

tlcan

His a';n:ﬁ 1L."TI:;’:;:"'?:ml:ll.‘:ul:nlm.l.1'1'1.111_
sports and peace party is one o
a few of similar style that re-
main from the 1980s and early
1990s boom in political groups
of all hues that sprang up to
contest elections.

Nearly all have disappeared,
along with Japan's economic

prosperity.

Takano, whose short blond
hair and penchant for skirts
wins him attention on the hus-
tings delivers a strong m e
to the young in Japan's rigidly
structured society.

"Don't be like robots, which
only obey orders from organi-
sations and have no will to act
for themselves," he said.

Takano said his party,
founded in 1989 by professional
wrestling star Kanj "Antonio”
Inoki, will "contribute to world
peace through sports diplo-

nal:;,llfpmplc into politi

dau

macy” if it defies predictions
and wins a seat in Sunday's
polls.

Inoki went to Baghdad in
1991 to campaign for the re-

lease of hostages in the Gulf War
and held an unusual sports fes-
tival in the north Korean capi-

tal of Pyongyang in 1995.

Takano wants to brin ]uinfrdi—
e.
you assume parliament is

where you do business, then you
must attach most to
the customers, the people of the

country”, he said.

"All le should due re-
spect,” he said, of oc-
cupation or social ba und.

Takano, divorced more than
15 years ago, raised his four
ghters alone and now has
three hildren.

Sunday's elections are for
half of the 252-seat Upper
House of counsellors, fifty of
the seats are to be decided by
proportional representation,

where small parties stand the
most chance.

Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto's ruling ‘Liberal
Democratic Party is expected to
win the largest number of seats,
though it may fall short of its
much-wanted majority in the
chamber.

I Myanmar junta issues
fresh warning to NLD

YANGON, July 9: Myanmar's
military government today is-
sued a new warning to the op-
position that their activities
would land them in trouble; re-
ports Reuter.

State-run newspapers said:
"There is ample evidence that
the National League for Democ-
ra:?v (NLD) has committed polit-
ical. economic and social con-
spiracies with reliance on the
international colonialist bloc.”

The papers, regarded as a
mouthpiece of the ruling gov-
ernment, said Myanmar would
not be shaken by opposition at-
tempts to stir disorder in the
country "through concoctions
and rumours."”

A government statement
obtained by Reuters on Wednes-
day accused the opposition of
spreading rumours that violent
unrest could be expected in
Myaunniar on Martyr’s Day on
July 19 and on August 8, the
10th anniversary of student
street protests in 1988 which
the military crushed.

On Tuesday, security offi-
cials stopped NLD leader Aung
San Suu Kyi and three other
NLD Party members travelling
with her by car at Shwe Mva

L)

Yar village, about 80 km north
of Yangon.

The junta prevented Suu Kyi
from continuing further north
to Min Hla township to meet
another party member. -

Suharto denies
accusations of
critics
JAKARTA, July 9: Former
President Suharto has denied
accusations by critics that he
has money stashed away in

overseas banks, reports AP.

The 77-year-old former
leader, who resigned in May fol-
lowing protests and riots. said
that if the allegations were
proved, he would hand the
money over to the state.

"l don't have any accounts
abroad at all,” Suharto said in a
statement released Thursday by
Yayasan Dharmais, one of sev-
eral charity foundations he
heads.

Under Suharto, foundations
linked to him reaped a special

fax on civil servants and en-
joved other privileges.

Off the Record
— Queen's wicked
Jucer’s wicked

LONDON: Queen Elizabeth II renowned for her stern public

im
land's firebrand Protestant
the British
A civic leader in Edinburg
who recently met the Queen at
an official reception revealed
in her weekly column in a
local paper that the British
monarch had carried out a
"wicked” impersonation of
FPaisley, several London
newspapers reported.
Vice-convenor of Edinburg
City Council Susan Dalgety
wrote: "l was one of a group of
councillors who met her Etst
week during her visit and — to

press r

acFe. entertained an audience by mimicking Northern Ire-
politician, the Revernd Ian Paisley,
eported Thursday, says AFP.

surprise — she was F%

m

fri{ndl}n unny and very well-
informed. She also does a
pretty wicked im

rsonation of t

o
M}'&H‘:ﬁ-’ﬂ

:."“":~:-..n'

E Revernd ian Fﬁisléj;."

Buckingham Palace, embarrassed by the revelation. gave a
disdainful response. "We do not comment on private conversa-

tions between the Queen and other people.” a spokeswoman

Fighting fire with fire

PIERSON, Florida: Florida is fighting fire with fire in fern

said.

country, reports AP.

A helicopter on Wednesday dropped hundreds of pin

£pong

balls filled with anti-freeze and a flammable chemical on

volatile scrub forest in ho
able timber and farm lan

of protecting

8,000 acres of valu-

in Volusia County.

The so-called controlled burn of 600 acres also would pre-
vent another mass evacuation of larger cities to the east of this
tiny town of just 1,400 people located 48 km west of Daytona

Beach.
Seventy to 80

per cent of the fires burning around the borders

of Flagler, St Johns and Volusia counties were contained, but

none was considered exti

aimed

uished. That's why firefighters were
sure the fires didn't spread into Pierson. self-pro-
fern capital of the world.

Annan urges negotiators to
fmalise work on criminal court

UNITED NATIONS, July 9:
Concerned that time is runnin
out, UN Secretary-General Ko
Annan urged negotiators
Wednesday to finalise work on
creating the world's first per-
manent war crimes tribunal,
reports AP.

Negotiators from over 150
countries have been attending a
conference in Rome since June
15 to try to create the court that
would try war crimes, crimes

ainst humanity and genocide.

e marathon conference is set

to end on July 17.
In a letter to the president of
the conference, Giovanni

Conso, Annan said he appreci-
ated that everyone was working
hard and would spare no effort
to make the court a reality.

"Time is nevertheless run-
ning short," Annan said.

"l would therefore like to
convey to you and to the confer-
ence my sincere h that the
F;rtlclpntlng llﬂl‘.E:ﬂ_ will find

€ necessary spirit ol coopera-
tion in order tnphl:e able II:JE fi-
nalise the statute on July 17
with lwewtncrmun*amun
which is strong and indepen-
dent enough to carry out its

task,” Annan wrote.

One esgetially deep divide
among the negotiators is
whether the court should have a
prosecutor free to open investi-

ations on his or her own. The

nited States is firmly opposed
to the idea, arguing that cases
should come form individual
states or the Security Council.

In his letter. the UN chief
outlined what he said should be
the goals of a permanent court.

"The overriding interest
must b that of the victims, and
of the international commu-
nity as a whole,” Annan wrote.

"The court must be an in-
strument of justice, not expedi-
ence. It must be able to prolect
the weak against the strong. It
must demonstrate that an in-
ternational conscience is a re-

ality.”

The idea of an international
criminal court dates back to the
Nuremberg war crimes tri-
bunals of World War 11. The idea
was revived a few years ago
amid the horrors in and
Rwanda — for which ad hoc
courts have been formed to
prosecute was criminals.



