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dives to his left to save Dutchman Philip Cocu's shot during the semifinal at Stade

Velodrome on July 7.

MARSEILLE, France, July 8
(AP/Reuters}): [n Brazil. a goalie
with a knack for defending
penalties gets the nickname
"saint.” And it was St. Tallarel
who saved them against the
Dutch.

The balding 32-year-old
picked off shot alter shol
against the relentless Dulch
strikers. Bul he saved the best
for last, blocking two attempts
in a penalty shoolout to send
Brazil to the World Cup final
against France or Croatia.

Taffarel saved two Dutch
penalties as Brazil won the
shootout 4-2 following a 1-1
draw in the semifinal.

Penaltly shootouls are widely
criticised as a lottery but for
Taffarel. who plays in a team
that is usually on the attack.
Lthey provide a rare opportunjly
to grab the spotlight Irom su-

erstars such as Ronaldo.
berto Carlos and Rivaldo.

In 1994, he was also the hero
when Brazil won a shootloul in

the final against Italy and he
saved one ltalian eflort.

As he emerged [rom the
dressing-room. Taffarel re-
sisted the obvious templation to
have a go at the snipers who had
said he would be a liability in
his third World Cup.

"l don’t want to reply to any-
body. I'm not interested in this.
it's not my style.” he said. "I
think the only person [ have 1o
reply to and satisly is mysell.”

"Today. thanks to God. we
worn but it is a victory for every-
one. not just lor one person, |

was relaxed. sincerely. [ had
notion that De Boer would go 1o
the right.” he said about the
fourth penalty lrom Ronald de
Boer that clinched victory.

The goalkeeper. who has just
signed: for Turkish «club
Galatasaray. became so fed up
with criticism in 1993 that he
announced he would never play

USA tune in
- & turn on

NEW YORK. July 8 (AP/ In-
ternet): Television ratings for
the World Cup showed some im-
provemeit in Lthe quarterlinals,
but still trail the numbers from
1994,

ABC averaged a 3.4
overnight rating lor its three
quarterfinal ganies, the highest
ratings for any gnme not in-
volving the US team. Each rat-
ings point represents 980.000
households.

In 1994, when the excite-
ment of the World Cup being

laved in Lhe Uniled States

elped boosl ratings. ABC aver-
aged a 4.0 national rating [or
three quarterfinals.

ABC pot a 3.9 for Brazil-
Denmark on Friday and. on
Saturday. a 3.0 for Argentina-
Netherlands and a 3.3 for Croa-

A Ciermaany.

ABC’s highest rating this
year is a 3.5 for the United
States-lIran and the highest

non-tS rating is the 2.3 for
Nigeria-Denmark,

— AFP photo

aint Taffarel

for Brazil again.
He was upset al comments

from Ricardo Teixeira, presi-
dent of the Brazilian Football
Confederation, who blamed
him for the Uruguayan goal in
the Copa America [inal which
Brazil went on to lose on penal-

lies.

But in 1997. he announced
he was prepared to play again
and was immediately picked by
Brazil coach Mario Zagallo.

In fact, his form at club level
— he was playing lor Allelico
Mineiro in Brazil belore the
CU|]J — has notl been the best anxd
he has made several blunders in
the last few months.

There are around hall a
dozen poalkeepers in Brazil
who are ol at least the same
standard and Zagallo has been
under lire for not giving anv ol
them a look-in in warm-up
ganes. ;

But when it comes to the
World Cup. Tallarel has no real
rival. He has never made a sig-
nilicant blunder in any ol three
World Cups in which he has
plaved and on Tuesday was
solid throughout the two hours
which preceded the penalty lot-
tery.

It was his 17th game in the
World Cup finals. as he and
teain captain Dunga — who have
not missed a Brazilian World
Cup - finals malch since the
slart of the 1990 competition —
broke the record previously
held by Jairzinho who played
in the 1966, 1970 and 1974
competitions.
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Ronaldo (R) easing Philip Cocu's mind alfter the first

semifinal.

— AFP photo

Blatter's reply
to Beckenbauer

PARIS, July 8: FIFA presi-
dent Sepp Blatter hit back on
Tuesday at critics of the quality
of some of the teams compeling
in the World Cup. reports AFF.

Foriner German greal Franz
Beckenbauer has complained
that 32 teams in the linals is
too much.

"The standard between the
top and the worst team is (00
great. Only the best in the world
should be here,” said Becken-
bauer.

But Blatter defended the idea
of 32 teams in the final.

“The World Cup finals are
not about having the best teams
in the world competing but hav-
ing the besl teams representing
the confederations competing.
Also | have not seen a lousy
team here.” said Blalter.

Meanwhile the FIFA boss
also has given his [ull backing
to the '‘golden goal’ syslem Lo de-
ctde World Cup maltches that go
lo exira lime, '

Several FIFA oflicials have
cast doubt on the system and
said it could be done away with

-in future.

But on Tuesday Blatter dis-
missed such sugpestions as
nonsense.

“I don’'t see why we should
stop golden goals. Personally |
think it is better to see a match
decided by play on the [lield.
that way the whole team can
celebrate.

“It comes (o penalty
shootout, the player who
missed the penally is fingered
for the next year as (he man

c=who lost the mateh,” said Blat-

ey

Welcome

o the world
+ Rhone-Poulenc

MARSEILLE. July 8 [AP/
Reulers): Marseille’'s Stade
Velodrome saw its [air share of
tight finishes m its previous in-
carnation as a cycling circuit.
Nothing quite like this, how-
ever. :

Brazil's 4-2 victory on penal-
ties over the Netherlands Tues-
day ranks as one ol the most
important — and lense — spol
kick shoolouts in soccer his-

mr{_.l

1e prize couldn’t have been
much grealer: a place in Lhe
World Cup final.

Alter 120 minutes of an end-
to-end, often raucous 1-1 draw,
the shootout was more like a
prayer meeling than a soccer
match, with cach team huddled
together, hand-in-hamd, ner-
vously watching.

On the bench. some members
of both coaching stalls couldn’t

- even stand to open tLheir as

player alter player slep up Lo
lake his penalty.

Before 1he shootout. Brazil-
ihnn coach Mario Zagallo said he
5|)oke lo each of his would-be
shooters. trying lo instill con-
fidence.

"Confidence is a key [aclur
in a penally shootout.” Zagallo
said. "Some players think ‘Il |
miss. they'll crucifly me," So 1
tried to give them confidence.”

The ‘old woll.'! who wepl on
the pitch after Taflarel saved
the fourth Dutch penalty o
send the world champions into
their sixth final, said his words
of wisdom made the difference.

Ronaldo. Rivaldo. substitute
Emerson and captain Dunga all
strode forward and conlidently
stroked their penalties inlo the

net to give Brazil a 4-2 win in
the shoot-out. The match ended
1-1 afler extra time. -

"l went to each plﬂyler who
was going lo lake a penally, one
by one.” Zagallo uaif“l said 'we
are going lo win this champi-
onships ... we are going Lo win
this match.™

“Penalties are a lottery but
passlni.( on confidence like this
is lundamental.

"Knowing how to pick the
players was also crucial.” he
said, relerring to his surprise
decision Lo pick Emerson. The
Bayer Leverkusen player has
only five inlernational caps
and has made only two appear-
ances as a substitute in the Cup.

"A lot of people must have
been surprised by Emerson. but
| knew he was a penalty taker
and he took his penalty jusl as
he did in training. It was an im-
portant choice for us.”

Zagallo appeared ecstalic
with every aspect ol his side's
performance.

“There must a tremendous
carnival going on back home
now.” he said. "we who are here
want o win, represent the coun-
try. this green and yellow. Our
win showed the dedication of
each one.”

"It was a magniflicent win
which did Brazil proud. We can't
celebrate until the last game,
There's just one (malch) Lo go.
We will get there.”

Zagallo said the Dutch had
their chances in the first half
when “they were superior bul
they didn’t know how to trans-
late this into goals. In the sec-
ondl hall we had more chances.

"We were closer to victory

Motivation did the trick!

and we could have citcinEd Lhe .

gaine. We had two or three mo-
ments ... but destiny decided it
linished 1-1.

‘This was a very tense maich
but | tried to show a lot of confi-
denceé during the penalty kicks.”

For Taflarel, the unlikely
hero in a maich billed as a st
for the high-scoring forwards

on both sides. it was a sort of

redemption.

"l expected it.,” Zagallo said.
"He's a greatl goalk even
t he has always crit-

ici in Brazil."

Taffarel was just happy lo
have been part of the victory.
instead. " - |

“I'm very happy to have con-
tributed to this victory, Brazil
deserves Lthis moment of joy."
Tallarel said.

"We haven't won anything
’vne: except a very lough battle.

is Brazil is ready to be [ive
times champion. and we’ll do

everything we can to win it. The

Il_eani; is very much ready for the
inal.”

Aslhcu:l whcll-;lcr h:-d was ill
penally expert. he said: "no
was God wII: helped me.”

Ronaldo. the two-time world
player of the year, was held in
check throughout the scorciess
first hall. but broke [ree down
the middle just 21 seconds after
halftime, He took a rfecl
cross [rom Rivaldo on lelt wing.
and after a deft touch of the left
fool. sent the ball through the
legs of goalkeeper Edwin van
der Sar.

"When you're in the game,

re relaxed.” he said. "and we

lieved in the victory.”

MARSEILLE. <July 8 [AP):
Dutchy the Lion stormwed the
beach Tuesday. A raven-haired
Brazilian woman wearing only
fragments ol green and yellow
fabric danced in the Old Port.
Tens of thousands ol other
1hutch and Brazihans sang,
shouted and chugalugged.

Nol even tLhe \_ﬁtrll:l Cup
crowed can drink France dry.
but hearty bands ol survivors
are doing their best. Four na-
tions remain in the tourna-
ment. As the soccer narrows
tlown to high-intensity. high-
stakes [inal stages. so does the
partying.

France meet Croalia in Paris
on Wednesday 1o determine
which ol the two make the linal
Sunday — and who can throw a
better street parly. And on
Tuesday in Marseille. it was
Brazil and Holland.

On a scorching day. both
sides parlied together at Prado
Beach bv the giant screen where
English hooligans and ethnic

Fans live

Tunisian locals rumbled last
month. Also. they gathered at
the port. another England-
Tunisia riol scene. now swepl
clean of broken glass.

"We are the champions.”
bellowed Stephan Dammers, a
25-year-old medical supplier
irom Den Bosch with a Krlghl
arange [ace. along with the mu-
sic blasting oul of monster
speakers on the beach. This was
before the game, but the Dulch
had no doubts.

Thieir opponents. whose
faces were painted in blue. green
and yellow. had four prior
World Cups to boast about. They
looked indulgently at the happy
Dultch and chantedl. "Five times.
five times.”

As il lurned oul. Brazil won
but not by much. The teams
fought 1o a 1-1 standstill during
normal play and two overtime
peniods, and outcome was sel-
tledd by a penally shootout.
whisch ended 4-2 for Braal.

Dammers had painted his

Red card

LONDON. July 8 [The News &
Ohbserver/ Internet): The way
referee Estandiar Baharmast
sces i1, the media has done a
real disservice to the men in the
mickdle at France '98. The world
medlia has been overly critical
of the officiating at the World

Cup: so nuch so that the United .

States releree says the media
owes them an apology.

"Referees have been tackled
from behind by the media.” Ba-
harmast said in a phone inler-
view on Tuesday.

Baharmist, who is regarded
as one ol the besl referees in the
US. came under indue criticism
when he awarded a penally kick
to Norway during its first round
match against Brazil. Junior
Baiano was judged to have
wulled the jersey ol Tore Andre
“lo and pulled the Chelsea star
down in the box in the 89th
minute of the mateh.

Baharmist pointed to the
spot. Kjetil Rekdal knocked the
shot past Tallarel and Norway
went on the win 2-1. Television
replays from US media oullels
did not catch the entire course
ol events and made Baharmas-
U's call look severe,

Baharmist was criticised in
the press al home and abroad
[roin his "dubious” call and his
abilities as an ollicial were
questioned. The Moroccan
press ran a headline "Norway
saved by releree.”

However a replay from
Swedish lelevision proved that
the US refleree had indeed made
the correct call. Norway de-
served the penalty.

"The media jumped the gun

or media

and decided to criticisc the ref-
erces without all of the facts in
place.” Baharmast said. "People
were so quick to judge: 'Here's a
referee from the United States.
He's not used to doing the big
malches.” For people 1o slereo-
( and jump to conclusions is
a big mistake. [t would be like
saying that George Weah can't
play soccer because Liberia is
Nnol a SOCceT power.

"Sixty-thousand at
Velodrome is not a big number
for me, I've relerecd in front ol
100.000 before. I've ofliciated
malches with Brazil many
times belore. | was not dealing

with anything unfamiliar.”
Baharmast. who is a li-
censed soccer coach and a for-
mer {:Inycr. said numerous
French newspapers and media
oullets acknowledged they were
:_I;}Elﬂkcﬂ in criticfsing the US
However Baharmast is trou-
bled that Euﬁllnh lang me-
followed

dia outlets have not
suit.

"Whe1 we conwe ol o be cor-
rect. they (the media) don’t

See page 14

LATEST ODDS

LONDON, July 8: Brazil -
came hot favourites at 11-4 on
to win the World Cup afler their

semifinal victory over the
Netherlands on Tuesday. re-
poris Reulers.

Latest William Hill odcls:

4-11 Brazil

9-4 France

" 12-1 Croatia

the

t

Frediﬂﬁl score in orange on his
»are chesl. 1-0. without bother-
ing to specify the victor. He ar-
rived Tuesday afler a 15-hour
Inus ride only to head back on
the bus — much less jubilant —
an hour after the linal whistle.

‘Of course. it's worth L., he
said.. "Jusl look
Nearby. the team's mascol.
Dutchy. a guy in a I'un?' lion
suit. had just been ferried in
over the waves in an open boat.
People in silly orange hats and
t:all.':rs snakedanced on Lhe sand.
Others without capes. splashed
in the waler,

The eclectic mix of music,
brought from Holland. was
heavy on the universal soccer
[ans unofficial theme. "You'll
Never Walk Alone.” It included
"Deep in the Heart of Texas.”
YMCEAT and, inexplicably, “the
e 1 cres iy

nony the c 1
Dulchinen. Karina Ramos I_r:l‘!]l
Rio de Janeiro danced in green
and yellow short shorts. a
matching halter and blue lips.
Her [riend Nelson Almeida. had
a Brazilian flag on the rippling
muscles of his bare Tarzan
chest.

"Sure we'll win. bul we can
have [un together.” Ramos saidl.
adjusting her Dutch orange cape
and partying on.

Al the port, it was more ol
the same. The police who had
battled with English  and
Tunisian lans were relaxed this

e b ol 1:

around.”

'ﬂlnying on Saturday.”
00|
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ONLY TEARS LEFT: Dutch goalkeeper Edwin Van der

Sar weeps while hugging teammate Philip Cocu (No 11)

after their semifinal exit on July 7.

Dutch search for solace

MARSEILLE. July 8 [Reu-
ters/AP); The Netherlands weni
out ol the World Cup on Tuesday
ruing missed chances and with
the painful feeling they were
more than Brazil's equals.

“I's a pity we didn’t have the
luck we had in our olther games
as we really coulkd have beaten
this Brazilian side. | believe
lher were afraid of us.” said
Phillip Cocu, the [irst Dulch-
mamn to miss (rom the spol.

Captlain Frank de
ec Cocu's sentiments.

"We had chances to finish
Brazil. they seem to just rely on
one than, Ronaldo. That's not
pur'style of play and we domi-
nated the game.” he said.

The Dutch had plently ol
chances in the first hall and
were continually pressing for
the last 10 minutes of normal
time. Palrick Kluivert scored
their equaliser in Lthe 87th
minute. but only after missing a
clear chance seven minutes be-
fore. .

The Dutch also believe they
had a valid penalty award dis-
missed two minutes from the
end ol extra time when Pierre
van thirl 1k wenl down aller
some i
~ "The hem:ﬂm will be
Van

donk said. Saturday's
third/fourth play-ofl was nol a
game any of the squad wanted

Boer

{o think about.

"Now | don't feel like plaving
the match. but that will come in
time. | guess,” saidd Ronald de
Boer.

"The dream is over, il's a

tv. We came so close.” said De

r who missed a penaltly. “It's
a very dreadful feeling is all 1
can say.

“You have to take penaltivs
ot there vt T Faet there's

.

— AFP photo

little you can do. it's lotlery and
then 1 fail to put the ball in the
net.”

"l don’t think we played as
well as we did against Ar-
gentina. We should have played
a bil calmer. we played (oo deep
when it wasn'l necessary, bul we
did our best.”

"] should have wailed jusl a
moment longer and seen that
the keeper was going one way.
he said.

The Netherlands have per-
haps proved that, like ltaly and
England. lhe¥ are not natural
winners rom penalty
shoolouis. They went oul in the
same way against France in

Brazil converted their four
chances without Lhe slightest
inkling of anxiety: Ronaldo.
Der;:lnnn. E:l:m:nn and Bunﬁﬁa
eac ich goalkeeper Ed-
win m Sar no chance.

By contrast the Dutch. for
the first time in the match.
looked unnerved.

Frank de Boer and Dennis
Bergkamp converied the
Netherlands' first and second
penalties.

Butl with the re mount-
ing. the third penalty taker.
Phillip Cocu. nervously placed
the ball centimmejers oll the
Ell;ﬂl}' spol as !gc preparex to

ck. =
ARer being asked by the rel-
eree 1o pul the ball on the spol.
Cocu sent a shot low Lo the
right. only to see Tallarel pull

a fine {wo-handed block.

"Il you take a penally. you
know you have a chance ol
missing it.,” Cocu said. "I'm cut
up about it."

Tallarel made another save
fromi the fourth kick. [from
Ronald de Boer. inunl the tension
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RIO READY TO PARTY: Rio

semifiniil against Holland on TV
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de Jancire rl‘ﬂid!'“l!; cheer their team while watching the

— AFP photo




