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PARIS, July 8 (AFP): Fll:t-
- files nflﬂﬂﬂWnﬂdCupla

nalists France and Croatia:

CROATIA

Population: 4,780,000

Arellt. .Eiﬁ 538 sq b km

Capital: Zagre

Cﬂl;ﬁtll‘l Red and white
checked E;rsey white shorts,

white socks.
World Cup record: 1998 is
their 1st 5a ance.
European c%p:;rpinnlhlp
record: Quarterfinalists 1996.
How they : Defeated
Ukraine in play-off having fin-
ished 2nd in European Zone
Group 1.
results: Bosnia 1
Croatia 4, Croatia 1 Greece 1,
Croatia 1 Denmark 1. Croatia 3
Slovenia 3, Greece O Croatia 1,
Croatia 3 Bosnia 2, Denmark 3
Croatia 1. Slovenia 1 Croatia 3.
Play-off: Croatia 2 Ukraine
0, Ukraine 1 Croatia 1
Goalscorers: 5-Davor Suker,
4 Alen Bosic, 3-Slaven Bilic,
Zvonimir Boban, 2-Goran
Vlaovic, 1-Robert Prosinecki,
Silvio Maric, Zvonimir Soldo
Coach: Miroslav Blazevic
France '98 record so far:
Runners-up of Group H v Ja-
maica 3-1, v Japan 1-0, v Ar-
entina 0-1, 2nd rd v Romania
-0, quarterfinals v Germany 3-

' Goalscorers: Suker 4, Stanic,
Prosinecki, Jaarni, Vlaovic.

FRANCE
: 58,000,000

Area: 550,000 sq km

Capital: Paris

Federation: Federation
Frannaise De Football founded
1919

Colours: Blue jersey, white
o4 Cus seeords iih

or record: ap-

pearance ﬁ;go 34. 38, 54, %
66, 78, 82, 86, 98] 3rd 1958, 86,

European Championship
record: Winners 1984,

How they qualified: As
hosts.

Coach: Aime Jacquet
France '98 records so far:

Winners of Group C v South
Africa 3-0, v Saudi Arabia 4-0, v
Denmark 2-1. 2nd rd v

Paraguay 1-0 (in extra time
Golden Goal). Quarterfinals v
Italy 0-0 (AET, won 4-3 on
penalties)

Goalscorers: Thierry Henry

Juet, Licarwar, Dugarm

pjurkaeff, Petit, Blanc. own
goal 1.

Fans live
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time. rerouting traffic to give
the crowds room to frolick in
the street.

Atop a small bus stop shel-
ter, five fans combined into a
living statue. Four flew Brazil-
ian flags at jaunty angles. A
fifth, in a tall orange hat and a
Dutch blue-white-red flag, stood
in the center.

At a sidewalk cafe, a man
with orange hair had a friendly

ment with a woman in blue

and yellow haif over the likely

score. Neither ke the other's

languge so they held up fin-
R A B 2 2o T

Gerson Senko, who wnrks
for Exxon in Rio, looked digni-
fied despite his spiash of soccer-
fan colours. He was banki
a 5-0 victory. His wife, Andrea,
fipured 4-2 was more likely.
Neither had given a thought to
missing out on the World Cup.

The crowds were heavily
laced with Frenchmen along
with foreigners whose teams
have been eliminated. But it
was hard to tell. In this tour-
nament, the idea is to pick a
team and blend in with its
colours.

At Prado Beach. restaurateur
~Carlos Contreras was rooting
for Brazil, but he is Colombian.
His own team did not get past
the early rounds.

Dutch search
From page 16

made way for wild celebration
amongst the Brazilians — and a
stunned silence among the
Netherlands team.

Roberto Carlos was first to
console his Real Madrid team-
mate Clarence Seedorf, but for
15 minutes many Dutch players
were unable to move.

Their were few tears, except a
tew on the face of Dutch keeper
Edwin van der Sar, but there
were many dejected faces.

"We'll be having a bad night.
That's for sure.” Ronald de Boer
added,

Dutch coazh Guus Hiddink
sald his side hada made an excel-
lent impression and it had been
a very close game.

"It's a crying shame that
then you have to lose like this.
Now we'll have to retire for a bit
to lick our wounds, then we'll

ear uF I'nr the battle for the
ace

Hi dink refused to look for
EXCuUSes.

“l don't want to hide behind
excuses, it's always rather
cheap to say that (Winston)
Bogarde can't play. (Marc)
Overmars can't play, Arthur
Numan is su

"I don't want to look at this
.ggoa; ﬂ:cl:jscml think we hl?'w:: a

squad, the players who re-
placed them did a good job. You
must not look for excuses like.
injuries or a day less rest.”

Politics at flay
From page 13

flelder Zinedine Zidane, born
Eln France but of Algerian ori-
n.

“They identify with the team
because it ts the coun-
try as it now is -- a mix of
races,” sald Nasser Ramdane,
gg)sl‘.l-t head of the anti-racist

sme group. "And Zi-
dane, who is one o them has
given them a new dignity."

ond whip up na-
uonﬁﬁt fervour I::Ed l1::1“:1[-

grant youths, Zidane's prowess
untluﬁddmayuhnhe

sap Le Pen's popularity ami

thehmch ¢

Said one Paris bar-owner:

"Some of ltnmcrl have
confessed r
vote for the -
cause of ZIdnne

{)UMED: hup Cocu (L) contemplates his penalty miss whﬂe teammates
Seedorf (No 10), France de Boer (No 4) and Patrick Kluivert -*. tensely observe the action.

PARIS, July 8 (AFP): The
findings of the widest medical
study into sports injuries ever
undertaken will be released af-
ter the World Cup and could re-
sult in further restrictions on
tackling for the next tourna-
ment in Asia in 2002.

Controversial guidelines in-
troduced at France "98 crackin
down on the tackle from behin
could be widened to include
side-on tackling just beyond the
player's field of vision.

e study was set up with the
backing of Sepp Blatter in 1994
and is the largest ever under-
taken in sports medicine, ac-
cording to Jiri Dvorak, the
Swiss professor of neurology
who hﬂada the project.

Blatter, elect FIFA presi-
dent at the start of the World
Cup, is a strong backer of
tighter tackling laws and
throughout this tournament he
has defended referees seen as
harsh on offenders and criti-
cised others for being to lax,

The study includes 700 soc-
cer players aged 14 and up in
France, Germany and the Czech
Republic who are visited every
wtﬂk by qualified FIFA medical

Tougher on tackling in 2002

personnel who document every

inju%uthcy sustain.
s is a very %VME injury
assessment,” said Dvorak
After a rr:llmlna analysis
of the findi F‘IFAB sports
medical {:nmmlttcc recom-
mended the controversial
crackdown on the tackle from
%glind introduced for France

"The next issue is the tackle
at an angle slightly from be-
hind," said Dvorak.

He explained that tacklin
player just outside of his fiel nf
vision could be just as dan
ous as an ill-timed tackle
behind.

"There is a 10 to 25 de
blind spot in the pla yers field nf
vision," ht said. "This is not a
tackle from bclund but it can be
just as 8."

The_study shows that soccer
players sustain 0.45 serious in-
juries a year. He said a pro-
gramme set up as a resulit ol the
project undertaken by FIFA's
medical assessment research
centre in Zurich would aim at
reducing that figure by half.

The findings are to be re-

Clarence
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leased to the scientific commu-
nity and to FIFA in the autumn,
he said.

If FIFA takes up the recom-
mendations, further tightening
of the controversial tackle laws
will result.

Critics accuse FIFA of Trﬁ
to turn soccer into an o
version of basketball.

*‘TnckltnF is a very impor-
tant the game and the
skill invnlw:d Ehuuld not be
underestimated.” daid German
coach Berti Vogts in response to
the new laws.

"I do wish that these old F
tlemen would talk to the aﬂv
ers before they change the
rules.”

Referees have been confused
and inconsistent in applying
the tackle from behind e but
it has worked up to a poin

oals, includi
r Micheal
ainst Ar-
ve been

Iand a
remarkable score
gentina would never
possible without it.
"Defenders would have
hacked Owen down in the past,”

said Sir Bobby Charlton, who
won the World Cup as an Eng-
land centre fo in 1966.

Purging Gaulish ghosts

PARIS, July 8 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): The ghosts of Seville
and other fontballing cities will .
only stup haunting France if
hey win-a World Cup semifinal -
for a change.

Three times already France
have fought for a place in the
final and on every occasion
their dream has been shattered.

Brazil's 5-2 win in 1958 in
Sweden sounded inevitable and
a 2-0 defeat by Germany in 1986
in Mexico was logical.

But what happened on a hot
summer night in Andalusia 16
years ago remains one of the
greatest moments in French
soccer and certainly the most
tragic.

With Germany goalkeeper
Harald "Toni" Schumacher flat-
tening French defender Patrick
Baltiston, France opening up a
3-1 lead in extra time and Ger-
many fighting back to level the
tie before winning a tense
ggnally shootout 5-4, the

ville match had it all.

The only way of leaving it
all behind, according to current
defender Marcel Desailly, is to
beal Croatia at the Stade de
France on Wednesday.

"We want to go further than
the French teams of the past.”
said the defender. "We want to
go down in history, we want
people to remember our names.”

Emmanue] Petit, who was
told off by his parents because
he was jumping frantically on
the sofa while watching the

1982 semifinal, is glad France
avoided another shuwduwn

with Germany. ;-.:--. ..

"We've seen enough of the
Germans,- he-said.- « .

Evf:n oung striker 'I'l'm'::'r:qT
Henry o was only four in
19-‘32 sull sees flashes of the
brilliant volley by Marius Tre-
sor which put France 2-1 up.

"I lived then in La Desirade,
in Guadeloupe,” said the 20-
year-old Henry, remembering
his childhood in the French
West Indies. "We only had a
black and white television so
we went to watch it at the house
of a friend of my father, who
had a colour one.

"l was nol even five but [ re-
member clearly that after Tre-
sor's: goal, everybody in the
house went mad. They were
dancing on the table, yelling,
Tresor is from Guadeloupe,
that's why.”

Don't ask Bixente Lizarazu
about the 1958 match against
Brazil at Stockholm's Rasunda
stadium.

"We lost three semifinals al-
ready, really?,” he asked. "l
thought there were only those
two against the Germans."

Lizarazu might not be a spe-
cialist of soccer history but he
has heard about the 17-year-old
teenager who scored a hat-trick
for Brazil in that match.

His name was Pele.

Brazil conceded their first

oal in the tournament that
ay, when Just Fontaine, beau-

T ————

Dummidﬁ.ldar Clnrtnca Soedurf being

Real Madrid teammate Roberto Gnrlul of Brazil after the

epic semifinal at Mmeil_la.

— AFP photo

mmforted . byﬁil

tifully set up by Raymond Kopa.
levelled the ti: at 1-1.

Buf Brazil soon recaptured
the lead through Didi and the
Pele . festival followed, ' the
youngest player to ever take
part in World Cup finals show-

his class by st:nring three
times In 23 minutes to put the
issue beyond doubt.

Roger Piantoni reduced the
arrears eight minutes frnm
time but Brazil were alread
their way to the final. in w ch
they crushed Sweden 5-2 with
Pele scoring twice.

The 1986 semifinal in
Guadalajara. Mexico, came too
late for France in more ways
than one,

Michel Platini was ham-
pered by injury, Alain Giresse
was getting old and the French
squad had left too much ener
behind in a memorable battle
against Brazil.

"l remember the ball rolling
under Joel Bats." said France
keeper Fabien Barthez, feeling
sorry for his predecessor. "He
had been so great against
Brazil. It must have been awful
for him. 1 hope such a thing will
never happen to me."

That was in the ninth
minute when a low shot by An-
dreas Brehme. [umbled by Bats
allowed Germany to go 1-O u
In the last minute, Rudi
Voeller ran to lift the ball
over Bats belore scoring to yve
his side with a 2-0 win.

The French players were
preparing for a semifinal
clash st Germany when
Croatia crushed Berti Vogts'

agingtmupnﬁ-ﬂnnﬂaturdnyin

'Pu ychologically, it might
haye been easier to face Ger-

.Tan{muldf"mwhcumhm:m
a ;
c%etituldhe

aware of the impar{ ce nl‘

Wednesday's

"This be a new page in
the history of French soccer,”
he said.

“All we've got to do is write
ft." :

Croat police

, [ ] L
won’t spoil it

ZAGREB, July 8: Police are
promising to cut fans some
slack if Croatia beats France on
Wednesday for a place in the
World Cup finals, intervening
only if celebrations threaten
lives and reports AP.

?thuuuandu of Croats
are expel:t:d to watch the semi-
final contest on giant TV
screens set up in the capital's
parks and squares. Few restau-
rants, cafes am:l bars are with-
out a television set.

The winners face four-time
champions Brazil on Sunday.
The loser will have to settle fo
the third-place match Slturday
against the Netherlands.

"Until now, police have not
and will not act to spoil the
spontaneous festivities," Za-
greb s police chief, Ivan Stanko,

Many{'.‘.rnatllullﬂcw ce
with fear and apprehension polil

cy of the coun
{lfgﬂml;}u‘put rule lr{en it wu
I:II.rEtmut Stanko u he wants to
change that lmage

Sport

his luck

MARSEILLE, France, July 8
[AP}: Phillip Cocu finally found
DI The ;’:n:‘i flig
Ccomio e. e ]
His saved spo ?uu:l:ia
signalled the end uf the Wurld
Cup for the Dutch as they lost
an :nthralltng semifinal to
ing champions Brazil in a
penalty shootout.

Cocu's penalty, the Nether-
lands third, was saved by Taf-
farel. It meant that Ronald de
Boer had to score with his. But
De Boer's was saved too to con-

the Dutch to a 4-2 %enalty
defeat after the match had
ended 1-1.

Ordered by reteree Alli Mo-
hamed Bujsaim to respot the
ball because it was placed too
far forward, Cocu looked ner-
vous as he walked back to start
his run up.

He struck the ball well but
Taffarel reached it easily diving
to his right.

It was a sad end of an other-
wise outstanding World Cup for
Cocu who moves from PSV
Endhoven to Barcelona next
Season,

He started the tournament in
midfield, shifted to the forward
line in the absence of suspended
striker Patrick Kluivert and
then returned to midfield for
the quarterfinal victory over

ntinn He looked solid in
eld and scored twice as a
malu:ahtft striker.

On Tuesday, the versatile left
footer was in defence, plugging a
irl left by the auup-ensinn of

hur Human and an injury to
wmalun Bogarde, who broke

n% on Sunday.

Fur lh: first time, Cocu
looked vulnerable and his two
mistakes cost the Dutch the
match.

First Ronaldo muscled past
him in the Dutch penalty area
lo squeeze a low shot under
'keeper Edwin Van der Sar for
Brazil's goal in the [irst minute
of the second half. Cocu recov-
ered and played well for the rest
of the matl:h and in extra time.
But then came the riblennll}r
shootout and the Dutch were
l_eﬂ: t]n go home instead of to the
inal.

Watershed

From page 13

Blazevic. He calls it "not that
strong” and "vulnerable.”

France's defensive midfield
features Didier Deschamps and
Emmanuel Petit tirelessly
working to feed playmaker
Zinedine Zidane.

It is up front that the prob-
lems lie. Evcr}rt works per-
fectly until the ball has to be put
into the net. There, everything
has stalled for the last two
games.

The ;uddcﬂ dI:all:m:dknncr
against Paraguay last was
scored by Blane, a deferder.

* The situation is so bad that

forwards such as Djorkaeff are

driven to bold predictions.

"I know | will score. | feel I

will score against Croatia,” he
said.

For other strikers, only the
result counts.
= "It doesn't matter if | don't
score. The most important is
the defence and the title.”
Stephane Guivarc'h said.

Croatia hasn't allowed a goal
through a 1-0 second-round win
over mania and the demoli-
tion of Germany, with Igor Sti-
mac, Slaven Bilic and Dario
Simic providing a rock-solid
base

The heart of the team is cap-
tain and central midfielder
Zvonimir Boban, who may be
less elegant than Zidane. but
who also spreads the ball
around with great efficiency.

Wingers Mario Stanic and
Robert Jarni keep play open
wide as much as possible with
deep runs providing space for
Boban and the forwards.

Suker already has four goals
and can equal or the t.ap
scorers of the tournament -
goals by Christian Vieri of !tat}r

and Argentine Gahriel Batistuta
- wll,h two #amﬂ

?’ ave great ‘individu-
als,” Fr

ench coach Aime
Jacquet said.

Red card

From page 16

change things.” Baharmast
said. ey need to give credit
where credit is due. It's time
they start playing the Fair Play.

Ita Hﬂtncvm-y!:’o;g
A, soccer's d govern-

ing body, emphasises and re-
wards sportsmanship through
its Fair Play program.

The stereotyping in the me-
dia Baharmast mentioned was
apparent during the Brazil ver-
sus Holland semifinal match

on Tuesday. ESPN commenta-
tor Mike Hill questioned the
ability of the referee, who was

from the United Arab Emirates,
to handle such an important
match.

"If Mike Hill had done his
homework he would have
known that the referee from the
UAE officlated in World Cup
'04," Baharmast said. "He did
the third place match. He has
also uﬂ“lnint:d in the CONCA-
CAF Gold Cup, has been a ref-
eree in matches with Brazil be-
fore. He's done African Nations'
Cup matches and important
Asian matches. Just because he
Is from the UAE doesn't mean
he duemht lml?w éh;égm of the
game or how it's

referee at the World
Cup is not there by chance. We
earned the right to be there."

Baharmast said FIFA had
been supportive of the referees
thruughuut the tournament.

“It's the media that needs to
back off and let the referees do
il i | ?‘ﬂm"“‘“::.ﬂ;'.’
we s C on
for the migtnk:l th
well the amount |Is nrg“e In
com to what we do.

one for the man in the
middle. '

| brilliant

Fa
e

WORLD CUP ’98 SPECIAL

TOD TENSE TO WATCH: A Brazﬂlan fan at Rm de Janmma Cupauabana heach prays mth
her face hidden during the heart stopping penalty shoot-out against Holland on July 7.

— AFP photo

Three Tenors sing for soccer

PARIS, July 8 (Reuters/ In-

ternet); Thclr own national
teams may be out of the ru
but the ree Tenors aim to

bring the tears to everyone
else's eyes on Friday in a grand
World Cup finale concert at the
foot of France's Eiffel Tower.

The concert, which aims to
show to a global television au-
dience of two billion, is being
billed as the biggest of all time
and will be the third by Jose
Carreras, Placido Domingo and
Luciano Pavarotti for a soccer
World Cup.

From beneath a massive
arch on the Ehnm[:oa de Mars
park. the Spanish-italian trio's
classical repe.rluh': spiced with
a few surprises as they render
their own versions of more

ular hits, will be broadcast

ve to over 75 countries.

As they rehearsed in over-
coats and hats and scarves on a
chilly Tuesday evening, their
voices occasionally soared over
the rooftops of the streets
around the tower, wafting a
breath of sweetness over the
traffic fams.

Football is a common pas-
sion for the tenors. whose lofty
arias have since 1990 been

married with television image
of the e's moments of high
skill and intense emotion.

Their Los Angeles World Cu
concert in 1994 showed to 1.
billion television viewers
worldwide.

all went to the 1990
and 1994 World Cup finals, and
Carreras has said they were
coming to Paris because "We
wanﬂ ]t to get good tickets for the
nal."”

Although about 12,000
ticket-holders will have seats
close to the set, much of the
park will be o to all comers
-- who will have no competing
football match to watch -- in
what is intended as a mainly

free performance.

sers hope to recoup-
the $8-10 million cost of the
concert through audio and

video rights -- the two albums
so far released by the tenors
have sold over 23 million

ies,
Speakers and television
screens will carry images of the
singers -- who all look tiny un-

der the span of the Eiffel Tuw-

er's feet -- and their songs,

should carry about two miles.
Nearby residents, unless

they object on grounds of taste,
ahnu]d not have too much cause
for complaint. Sound expert
John Pellowe said the sound
would be "by no means disco
Im![';l i f Frid

€ oire o ay's
WM new, and is
kept as tly under wraps as
the singers themselves until

Frida TK

ere will be songs in six
languages -- French, [talian,
English, German, Spanish and
Portuguese -- to tweak as many
senummtal strings as possible.
One probable bet for inclu-
sion is a deep, rich version of
"You'll Never Walk Alone," its
uality infinitely superior to
e uuund familiar on England

terraces.
And to judge from the frag-
ment of the earsal to which

reporters were admitted on
Tuesday night, the programme
will have a lyrical build-up to-
wards an increasingly rousing
tone.

When the orchestra strutted

through the apeniné chords of
the 5 sh song, "Granada” at
Tuesday's run-through, even

aded reporters st striking
Lul]ﬂghtcr poses and making
flamenco sweeps.

Guardian of Croatian

ambitions

PARIS, July 8 (AFP/ Inter-
net): Drazen Ladic is the
guardian of Croatian ambitions
as the skilful Eastern Euro-
peans chase a place in the final
on their World Cup debut with
hosts France standing in their
way Tuesday at the Stade de
France.

The Croatia Zagreb goal-
keeper, a veteran at 35, is his
country’s most capped player.
having racked up 44 caps st
making his international de
in 1990 in a 2-1 win over tk
United States. ’

At that stage, Croatia hadn't
officially even gained indepen-
dence, but already the seeds
were bcm%:mw to produce a
side capable of beating the
world's best.

Ladic and his teammates
showed they had really arrived
last Saturday in beating three-
times champions Germany in
their quarter-final at Lyon, and
Ladic himself was one of the
stars of the show, making a
stunning reflex save from
Oliver Bierhofl with the
finely-balanced at 1-0.

And after kccﬁimﬁ_ a clea
sheet to help a ma
shﬂck l..adic can proudly

game '

to the fact that he has conceded
just one goal in the whole tour-
nament -- to Argentina's Hecter
Pineda in the first phase.

The statistic makes Ladic,
one of nine Croatian ever-pre-
sents, the meanest k at the
World Cup -- along with Fabien
Barthez of France.

That doesn’t impress former
Scotland keeper Bob Wilson,
who rated him the worst of the
four goalkeepers left after Hol-
land's Edwin van der Sar,

Brazil's Claudio Taffarel and

France's Barthez.
Said Wilson, goalkeeping
coach at Arsenal: dic is per-

haps the most ﬂﬂ\i‘fd of the re-
maining four keepers. Goal-
kr;'e ing is aboul consistency

it is Lthe crucial feature
which he lacks.” :

Ladic, who has played all his
club career either in Croatia or
in the former Yugoslavia, will
look to hit that criticism for six
on Wednesday.

Last year, he earned 1.5 mil-
lion dollars as Croatia Zagreb
raced to the league and cup
ble.

But Ladic can't put a price on

a place in the World Cup final

t ¢ which is now within his grasp.

s ———

ISL no more

in French
hands

| § PARIS, | July 8 The market-

ing consultant for FIFA said™
Wednesday it would take con-
trol of a French subsidiary in-
volved in World Cup ticket
scandal, reports AP.

ISL Worldwide of Switzer-
land will buy out the remaining
51 per cent of ISL Marketing
France and assume day-to-da
management of the Paris-ba
company, according to Glen
Kirton, senior vice president of
the international firm.

Kirton said the action was a
direct response to the scandal,
in which three people, includ-
ing the president of ISL France,
were arrcstcd in connection
with alleged ticket fraud. The
Wnr d Cup organising commit-

Iso has filed a formal com-
plninl with prosecutors against
the French branch of ISL.

ISL Worldwide, which has
handled international market-
ing for FIFA since 1982, con-
tends it was victimised by a
consultant who frequently sold
thousands of tickets to which
he had no access.

Taking direct control of ISL
France was the fastest way to
limit damage to the interna-
tional firm's reputation and
make sure that both companies
shared more than just a name,

| Kirton said.

FIFA stand by their men

MARSEILLE, July g (AP): In
a World Cup marked by some
goals, dramatic
penalty kick shootouts and the
sudden emergence of Croatia,
too often the focus has been the
officiating.

And, too often for the likin
of coaches and pla . the
have reached into their pockets
for yellow and red cards.

Sometimes, FIFA puts ref-
erees on the fleld who have only
officiated second-rate ma-
tches,"” sald Germany's Lother
Matthaeus. who has appeared
in more World Cup games than
anyone.

All during this Cup, which
has reached the semifinal stage,
the refs have been centrestage.

Already, a recnrd 20 red
cards e Jm:tjng ayers have been
handed out ere have been
238 yellow-card warnings, in-
cluding three cases where a
player drew two in a game and
was expelled.

The ejection leader in the
homestretch is Mexico's Arturo
Brizio, who threw oul three

players in one game in the first
rnund two more in the Nether-
lands-Argentina quarterfinals
(Dutch defender Arthur Numan
drew two yellows) and, with
seven reds in six matches, al-
has set a record.
e is not scheduled to work
is either semifinal.
“He has Jput himself ahead of
the pack,” FIFA spokesman
Keith Coo aa.ld.

While he said the statistic
was released ‘"reluctantly,”
Cooper said it did not reflect
poorly on Brizio or the state of

rcferc:ing

'l don't think it has anything
to do with the referee. He was in
the wrong place at the wrong
time, or t e right place at the
right time," Cuuper said. "He
was in a game that developed to
the point where he had to take
that kind of action.”

Such a drastic action usually
changes the landscape of the
game. England outplayed Ar-
F:ntina for nearly the entire
irst half of a second-round
game. But when David Beckham
was ejected at the start of the
second hall’ for a retaliatory
kick at an nent, the En-

ish had tn back into a de-
ensive shell, rarely moving
upfield and hoping to get to a
shootout,

They did, but they lost that,
too.

"It is extremely difficult to
lay 11-on-10," England goalie
avid Seaman said. "It changes

the game entirely."

e Germans were incensed
about a red card given to their
best defender, Christian Wo-
erns, by N an referee Rune
Pedersen in the 40th minute for
a foul on Croatian striker Da-
vor Suker,

Until then, Germany, the
European champion, had con-
trolled the quarterfinal match,
but it wound up losing 3-0.

"The red card was a joke,"
Woerns said. "l am aware ol no

guilt. It was the decisive mo-

ment of thegl ame, The team still
fought well. In your career, you
have the chance to play perhaps
only one World Cup, therefore

it's especially disappointing.”

FIFA apparently now is sal-
isfied with the officiating.
Twenty games into the tourna-
ment, that wasn't the case, and
president Sepp Blatter called on
the refs to less tolerant of
fouls from behind — in keeping
with the guvtminﬁlbcdys pre-
tournament edict that red cards
be given for such hard fouls.

at brought a sea of red
cards, including Brizio's hat-
trick in the South Africa-Den-
mark game. :
FIFA then met with the ref-
erees and things toned down a
bit, but strict attention still was
made to the tackles from be-
hind.

"l am sure the referees were
confused by what FIFA said.”
American Cobi Jones said. "The

layers and the coaches didn't
Knuw what they wanted."

What they want, simply, is
clean, wide-open soccer.

"We can tell them, lpa y at-
tention to this. This will not be
tolerated,” Cooper said of a typ-
ical pre-game meeting between
referees and the teams. "Are we
worried (at so many red cards)?
No. That's the decision and we'll
stand by that."

Nelson to join
Villa

LISBON, July 8 llh;:t:rgnllt:'
ternet): Portuguese cham
Porto said they had reached an
agreement with English club
Aston Villa on Wednesday to
bring international defender
Fernando Nelson back home.



