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Bangabandhu Murder
‘Shahriar Rashid confessed his
involvement, IO tells court

Accused Lt. Col (retd) Sultan
Shahriar Rashid Khan has al-
ready made a statement under
Section 164 of CrPC before the
magistrate during police cus-
tody confessing his involve-
ment in the August 15, 1975,
killings, the Investigation Offi-
cer (I0) in the Bangabandhu
murder case told the court yes-
terday, reports BSS.

. During the cross-examina-
tion by
Khan, a defence counsel for ac- /
cused Shahriar, ASP of CID Ab-~
dul Kahar Akand informed the

court that he (Shahriar}] was

made accused in a series of

murder cases under different

thanas of the capital including

the jail killings.

Akand said
Shahriar, who was a major at
that time, was arrested on Au-
gust 13, 1996, on suspicion un-
der Section 54 of CrPC and later
he was detained under Special
Powers Act and subsequently he
was shown arrested in different
murder cases.

He denied defence counsel's
suggestion that accused
Shahriar has made the confes-
sional statement before the
magistrate under duress and
intimidation.

When asked by the defence
counsel that the High Court had
earlier declared illegal the de-
tention of accused Shahriar,
Akand said, "it was not my con-
cern as an investigation officer
in the case.”

Replying to a defence ques-
tion he told the court that dur-
ing his investigation he could

ate Abdur Razzak '

accused

not identify the police u‘:ﬂurtg
?Jarda on-duty on August 15,

975, at the radio station at
Shahbagh which was taken
over by the army. "So I could

not make them prosecution
witnesses (PWs) in the case.”
Akand said.

The District and Sessions
Judge's Court, Dhaka, resumed
its hearing after a day’'s recess.
Advocate Abdur Razzak Khan
continued the cross-examina-
tion of 10 Akand till the court
rose for the day.

Akand, who is also the in-
vestigation officer in the jail
killings of four national lead-
ers, told the court that Shahriar
was also an accused in the case
filed with the Lalbagh thana on
November 11, 1975. "The inves-
tigation is going on," he added.

Asked by the defence counsel
if he had made anyone of the
photographers sent by the army
to take the snaps of the place of
occurrerice (PO) following the
killings inside the Dhanmondi
residence of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mu{ihur ahman,
Akdnd said, "I interrogated one
of the two photographers, but I
did not consider him as a prose-
cution witness (PW)."

He, however, said. "I made
Major Ziauddin a PW in the
case, who went to the place of
occurrence taking the camera-
men as directed by the Defence
Forces Intelligence immedi-
ately after the incident.”

Judge Kaz Golam Rasul ad-
journed the hearing till July 13
next.

Young man hacked
to death
In City
By Staff Correspondent

A young man was hacked to
death by a gang of assailants in
Kalabagan Staif Quarter area
late Monday night, police said
yesterday.

Imran Hasan alias Sagar,
24, a cable operator, was called
out of his father-in-law’s flat at
the Staff Quarter by six persons
and hacked behind a building,

lice said quoting an FIR filed

his mother. He was rushed to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal when doctors declared him
dead.

The mother. Kanij Rokeya,
alleged that her son was killed
by the assailants due to a previ-
ous enmity. Imran, a resident of
Tolarbagh in Mirpur Section
One, was the son of late Zahirul
Huque. He had been staying in
that flat since the day be(?t?re the
incident.

The body was handed over lo
Imran's relatives after autopsy
at the DMCH morgue. The
mother filed a murder case with
Dhanmondi police accusing six
persons.

Police arrested one per-
son, Abdul Motin, one of the six
named in the murder case.

PM
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your district increased in many
ways .

Referring to various devel-
opment programmes taken up
hfr her government, including
allowances for elderly people,
loyment Exchange Bank
housing projects for low-
income people, she said all
these are meant for economic
welbeing of the general people
who had long been denied their
right to better livelihood and
their franchise”.

Sheikh Hasina also recalled
that onee Begum Zia had said if
Awami League was voted to
power, it would stop 'Azan’ in
the mosques. "Now, she proved
a liar”, said Hasina.

Brushing aside reports of
lesser water flow in the Padma
after the Ganges water sharing
treaty with India, the Prime
Minister urged her "predecessor
to go and see for herself"
whether there is knee-deep wa-
ter in Padma.

Young professionals
Fom page |

Bangladesh in the days to
come.” he said.

Among cthers Taneem Laila,
Syeda Nasreen Akhter, Osama
Taseer, Shamim Akhter lla,
Mamun Morshed, Khaled Ma-
sud, Kazi Mahmud Ahmed,
Mehedi Mahbub Hasan, Niaz

Rahman, Ahmed Jamil, Mukib
Rashid, Mohammad Golam
Nabi, Zahidul Hasan, Mamun
Akbar, Zakir Hossain, Abdul-
lah Al Faruk and Motasim Bil-
lah Faruki took part in the dis-
cussions.

The next meeting of the
¥nung entrepreneurs and pro-
essionals will be held on Au-

8.
The first meeting of young
prufeuslunal:d and en-
trcﬁrzncurn aged 25 to 35 was
he

Em
an

It’s a goodwill
mission, says
Sharif’s envoy

A speclal envoy of Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
said here yesterday Pakistan
had to undertake its nuclear
tests in May to restore 'psycho-
logical ancr strategic security
balance' in South Asia, reports
UNB.

Senator M Akram Zaki who
arrived here in the afternoon
on a four-day visit said the re-
gion's security balance was dis-
turbed by India's nuclear tests
earlier in Mdy. "India’'s riucledr
explosions created a new secu-
rity threat to the region.,” he
sald.

Talking to newsmen at his
hotel suite shortly after his ar-
rival in the city, Zaki described
his visit to Bangladesh as a
goodwill mission, a peace mis-
sion, in the wake of new devel-
opment in the region.

During the visit, he will call
on Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad and other gov-
ernment leaders. He will also
meet with political personali-
ties and opinion leaders.

Zakl, the Chairman of the
Standing Committee on For-
eign Affairs of the Senate in
Pakistan, came here from
Nepal as part of his four-nation
tour of South Asia that will also
take him to the Maldives and
Sri Lanka,

He said he was asked to visit
the four South Asian nations
because of the very important
development that has taken
place in the region.

"India’'s nuclear detonations
created a new security threat to
the region and their language
was changed subsequently ...
Pakistan had to redress the is-
sue to bring back psychological
and strategic balance in the re-
gion.” he said.

BNP urges
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to withdraw the ban.
BNP's Tangail district presi-
dent Major Gen (retd) Mah-

mudul Hasan and BNP chair-

rson’'s press adviser Anwar

d were present at the news
briefing.

"The action has exposed the
government's fascist character,
its anti-democratic and intol-
erant attitude to the political
opponents.”

The BNP leaders claimed
that the government resorted to
banning public meeting fearing
that the credit for construction
of the Jamuna bridge will go to
BNP when the actual facts are
unveiled to the people of the
area.

Replying to a question,
Shahjahan Siraj said they did
not get any written order about
the banning of the public meet-
ln% at Shamsoil. e DC, Tan-
gall, has verbally informed us
of the ban.”

He told a correspondent that

he would request the Home-

Minister to wi aw the ban.

Siraj sald they had earlier
informed the Communications
Minister and the JMB authori-
ties about the plan for holding
public meeting. "They did not
raise any objection,” he added.

in December last year 'to But, he said, DCT 1 ver-
let the voice of the young be ba.lLlﬁr informed them on July 7
heard.’ of the government decision.
Editor : Mahfuz Anam
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7 JS standing
committees

reconstituted

Seven parliamentary stand-
ing committees were reconsti-
tuted yesterday, reports BSS.

The House adopted unani-
mously the for the re-

constitution of the standing -

committees moved by Treasury
Bench Whip Mizanur Rahman
Manu. The reconstituted stand-
ing committees are: Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
the Ministry of Planning, Par-
liamentary Standing Commit-
tee on the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Parliamentary Standing
Committee on the Ministry of
Textiles, Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on the Ministry
of Jute, Parliamentary Stand-
Ir|1g Committee on the Ministry
of Religious Affairs, Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee
on the Ministry of Youth and
Sports. and the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on the
Ministry of Labour and Man-
power.

Under the reconstitution,
Rezaul Karim Hira of Awami
League has been included in the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on the Ministry of
Planning in place of Mh% yed
Abul Hossain of the Awami
League, M Anisul Huq Chowd-
hury of Awami League in the
Paﬁiamtntary tanding
Committee on the Ministr)y of
Agriculture replaced late

med Tafiz Uddin of Awami
League, Advocate Moslemuddin
.of Awami League in the Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee
on the Ministry of Textile re-
placed Sﬁd Masud Reza of
Awami ague, Dr S M
Mokhlesur Rahman of Awami
League in the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on the
Ministry of Jute has been in-
cluded in place of Advocate M
Musharraf Hossain of Awami
League, Shahadat Hossain of
Jatiya Party in the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
the Ministry of Religious Af-
fairs replaced A K M Shamsul
Huq of Awami League, A K M
Shamsul Huq of Awami League
in the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on the Ministry of
Youth and Sports was inducted
in place of Bir Bahadur of
Awami League and Fazlur
Rahman Khan of Awami League
in the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on the Ministry of
Labour and Manpower replaced
Jahanara Khan of Awami

League.

Kabir Chowdhury
made Nat’l
Professor

The government yesterday
announced the appointment of
eminent educationist Kabir
Chowdhury as National Profes-
sor for a five-year period. re-
ports BSS,

Prof Chowdhury would get
all the facilities to study and
conduct research work on any
subject being attached with any
academic institutions of his
choice. The institute will pro-
vide him with all academic and
research facilities, includin
publication of books he woul
compose during his five-year
tenure.

Prof Chowdhury will get a
monthly honorarium of Taka
ten thousand.

Prof Chowdhury is a former
professor of English of Dhaka
University.

Tk 832 cr goods
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The speakers said that de-
spite liberalisation of trade
with India to a great extend, in-
formal trade or smuggling had
been rising over the years,
threatening the development of
industrial sector in the country.

They observed that informal
trade could be minimised
through proper fiscal measures
regular monitoring of prices
and rationalisation of tariff
structure.

The DCCI President said "In-
formal trade has been causing

reat harm to local production,
epriving the government of
huge revenue earning.”

e alleged that law enforcing
agencies were also linked with
smuggling and said "They are
the most beneficiaries of the
smuggling "

"Low quality cement is being
smuggled into the country from
India which is threatening our
constructions,” he added.

Shah Abdul Hannan said in-
formal trade is not helpful for
our economy because it affects
industry, government revenue
and employment.

He stressed the need for some
fiscal measures for curbin
smug%ling, "Local industry sui-
fers a lot due to an uneven com-
E}lﬂiun with smuggled items,”

a Rahman Kabir said.

She held ‘black money' re-
sponsible for increase in in-
formal trade. "Black money is
being used for smuggling as
those doing it do not pay taxes
for this whereas an Importer

ays several charges including
ees and income tax, she said.

Shamsuddin Ahmed ex-

ressed concern over low qual-
ty of smuggled items. "How a
smuggled finished goods could
be cheaper than the raw mate-
rials for that item.," he won-
dered.

He suggested that VAT
should be imposed on informal
trade to increase revenue earn-

ing.
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Visitors at the Thai Trade Fair that began at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel yesterday. - Star photo
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Bangabandhu Sheikkh Mujib
Agri Varsity Bill '98 passed

By Staff Correspondent.

The Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day Easaed the Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Agrl-
culture University Bill, 1998,
seeking renaming and u da-
tion ol the Institute ol Post-

aduate Studies in Agriculture
IPSA) at Gazipur into a full-
fledged culture university.

Agriculture Minister Motiya
Chowdhury moved the bill, ear-
lier amended by the JS Stand-
ing Committee on her ministry.

Opposition BNP lawmakers
opposed the bill, especially re-
naming the institution after
Bangabandhu while the Jatiya
Party MPs demanded that the
new agriculture university be
shifted to the northern region

Flood situation
improves in Ctg,

Cox’s Bazar

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 8: The
overall flood situation in Chit-
tagong and Cox's Bazar districts
improved today as water started
receding.

The death toll from the
floods, triggered by incessant
monsoon rains for the past few
days. rose to 17 today with re-
Forta of 12 more deaths received
rom different areas of the two
districts, official sources said.
There was no death today, they
said.

The road link between Chit-
tag?:f and Cox's Bazar was re-
sto today after a suspension
for three days with repair of a
damaged culvert at Islamabad,
the sources said.

In Chittagong, road commu-
nication resumed on Nazirhat-
H :aaku road as flood waters re-

At least three lakh people
were marooned in the low-lying
arcas of the two districts, the
sources said.

Among the dead, ten persons
two minor girls were
killed in t ca and land-
slide lnﬂCux‘s azar. In Eﬂ}}:&
tagong. five ns were
i:glangdsiidtm two drowned
in lood waters,

Abou®oune lakh people were
moved (0 safety but all of them
have gone back to their homes
with the recession of flood wa-

where, they said, production of

crops was the highest.

El?: House 1'=jected the ﬂ)posl-
tion members' proposals for
dropping Bangfabandhu's name
from the new university, solic-
iting public oprinion on the is-
sue and sending the bill to the
JS Select Comniittee,

Earlier, the House witnessed
a lengthy debai'e between Agri-
culture Minister and the oppo-
sition lawmakei-s on the bill.

The BNP lawmnakers bitterly
criticised the minister for re-
naming an institution after
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman while upgrading it into
a university and said it was in-
tended to please the Prime
Minister. They su Zgested setting
up of a new instit ution to name
it after banclhu.

They also castigated the
Awami League government for
pursuing the "politics of nam-
ing everything aiter Banga-
bandhu to hjde its failure in ad-
dréssing any of the problems of
the people.”

Some of the BNI” MPs criti-
cised the ruling party for mak-
ing a great personality like
Bangabandhu controversial by
using his name in each and ev-
ery affair.

They also made peisonal at-
tacks on Motiya Choudhury for
her political role before joining
the AL and alleged that her
move to rename the IPSA was to
hide her previous role, upposing
Bangabandhu's politics.

The JP lawmakers de-
manded that the new agricul-
ture university be set up in the
northern region while one of
them pro the southern re-
gion as its new location.

Replying to the opposition
legislators, the agriculture min-
ister said that it was the IPSA
authorities which proposed
Bangahandhu's name for the
new agriculture university.

She also blamed the BNF for
renaming many things after
Zéayur Rahman during its rule,
including the Ashuganj Fer-
tiliser Factory. the Dhaka In-
ternational Airport and the
Chandrima Udyan after late
President Ziaur Rahman. Also
she mentioned that the party
had named buses purchased
with government money for clif-
ferent educational institutioris
after Begum Khaleda Zia.

Moshood
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fury in the streets, throwing
rocks and burning debris in the

roads. A former backer of Hl%c-
ria's military me who later
ran on his own for president on

an anti-poverty platform, Abi-

ola became a hero of pro-
democracy activists.

A US State Department offi-
cial said Abiola began coughing
and wheezing during a meeting
with a delegation led by US Un-
dersecretary of State Thomas
Pickering.

Pickering said Abiola be-
came {ll in the early stages of
their meeting and asked for a
doctor.

"We all helped to put him in a
car. There was no ambulance
immediately available,” Pick-
ering said in an interview with
CNN.

Abicla had been drinkinﬁ
tea and chatting before he fe
ill, said Jim Callahan, a
spokesman for the US Embassy
in Nigeria.

In Washington, US President
Bill Clinton said US officials
watched Nigerian doctors’' last-
ditch efforts to save Ablola's
life at a government clinic.
Clinton expressed regret at the
"sudden and un death.

A Nigerian government
statement said the cause of
death was a heart attack, and
the State De t said there
was no reason to believe that
the death was not the result of
natural causes. Abiola's family
had repeatedly warned that his
health had been failing after
years in detention under harsh
conditions, but cast doubt on
the official explanation of his
death.

Abiola dead

His daughter. Hafsat, said in
an interview with CNN that the:
timing was suspicious.

"It was too convenient,” she
said. "All of a sudden at the eve
of his release, he dies.”

Abidla was the apparent
winner of the 1993 presidential
elections that were cancelled by
the military. He was jailed the
following year and accused of
treason by dictator Gen Sani
Abacha, who died last month of
a heart attack.

Dissidents also have com-
plained that UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan and other
diplomats refused to stand up
for Abiola — and said the secre-
tary-general pressured Abiola
into renouncing his claim to
the presidency.

Annan also was criticized
for not going to Lagos, Nigeria's
commercial center where much
of the country's opposition
ﬁg\mm:nl lt.; centered. Annan

meet with o ition groups
in Abuja, the caF;ﬂ?:l. pe

An unlikely hero for democ-
racy, Abiola ame a rallying
point for Nigeria's disparate
opposition groups during his

of imprisonment.

Grief and sorrow swept the
t:uur:lt&'y as n:;ul.rs of his death
spread among his su ers.

In the commerci ﬁgﬁaj of
Lagos, news of Abiola’'s death
was met with isolated incidents
of stone t :

Just north of Lagos, how-
ever, in the university town of
Ibadan, students took to the
streets in a show of over
Abiola's death while still in
mili cu . There were no
i late reports of arrests or

Former JP MP J

found dead in

abandoned car

By Staff Correspondent

A former MP of Jatiya P :
Lutfar Rahman alias Faruk,
was found dead in the lu e
compartment of an abandoned
car at Bhawar Bhiti in Kerani-
ﬁnl'! beside the Dhaka-Mawa

ghway Tuesday night, police
said yesterday.

Faruk, ., was elected a
lawmaker from Bhanga con-
stituency in Faridpur district in
the 1 general election.

After preliminary investi-
%_auun. police suspected that

aruk. son of Abdur Rob
magnn. was strangulated to
death.

Keraniganj police recovered
Faruk's parmfl; decomposed
body after local people in-
formed them that a car was ly-
ing abandoned for the hole day
beside the highway.

The motive behind the

could not be ascertained
immediately, police said. The
owner of the ash coloured car,
in which the body was found., is
Flora, Faruk's second wife, they
said.

Police said. being informed,
they rushed to the spot and
found car beside the road at
about 10 pm Tuesday.

Police broke open the lug-
gage compartment as bad smell
was

comlnﬁuutfrumthereand
recovered the body. The hands -

and legs were tied up with ropes.
police said.

Police also recovered a mo-
bile telephone set, a bottle of
whisky, a number of es
and letters from inside the car.
The body was sent to Mitford
Hospital morgue for autopsy.

one could be arrested in
this connection till filing of
this report last night. Police
field a murder case with
Keraniganj thana yesterday in
connection with the incident.

JS adopts
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ing of the bridge has opened a
new era of social and economic
for the people.

e opposition BNP which
submitted it's list of partici-
pants to the Chair, st the
walkout following the Chair's
refusal to entertain a few
amendments to the proposed
resolution.

Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid told the House at 10:30
pm that he could not entertain

the proposed amendments as
they did not reach the sad
secretarial in time. He the

secretariat had received eight
amendments from two BNP
legislators.

"Seven, moved by Mashiur
Rahman, rﬂ:gah:d thtehl.: secre-
tariat after 9:00 in morning,
while another — moved: by
Shahidul Islam — reached after
4:00 in the afternoon”, said
Hamid. He argued that the law-
makers were late in submitting
amendments.

ing against the Chair's
Evt;:il on, Opposition Chief
ip Khandaker Delwar Hos-
sain sald: "We were informed
about the resolution Monday
afternoon. Tuesday was a public
holiday, while one of our mem-
D»ers submitted the amendments
immediately after opening of
t he secretariat office tqday.

The opposition chief whip
also requested the chair to use
his discretion to entertain the
ainendments. But the Deputy
Spieaker, who was willing to
give 45 minutes time to the Op-
potsition for discussion, refused.

Disappointed at the inci-
dent, the Opposition members
stagd the ut at 10:35 last
nigh t.

After the BNP lawmakers
went out of the House, Shawkat
Ali of AL, a member of the panel
of chuirmen for the current ses-
sion, replaced the Deput
Speak ¢r and began the gener
discus:iion.

Tele communications Minis-
ter Mo hammad Nasim, State
Ministe'r for Information Abu
Sayeed and Communication
Minister Anwar Hossain
Manju, Jatiya Party MPs Fazle
Rabbi aiad K Alam Chowd-
hury and' AL legislator Shamim
Osman took part in the discus-

sion.
The session was adjourned

injuries linked to the protests. | at 11:47 poi.

Only 12pc of births
registered in country

By Staff Correspondent

Less than 12 per cent of the
total births in B esh are
registered. This was revealed in
a study by UNICEF published in
its report on 'The Progress of
Nations' yest:rdaly.

While recognising the low
Eercmtaga. it was resolved that

irth registration would be

made a priority in all union

parishads, pourashavas and

cit ons. The Ministry

wlboirdlpiogien e eilegd
ons.

The nation-wide launchi
of the report was presented a
its conference room yesterday
by Dr Monica Sharma, Officer-
in-Charge of UNICEF, Ban-
ﬂadeah and Quazi Shamsul

am, member of the Planning
Commission.
i H'Ign': 'gl;;gﬁﬁ]na lu]i' Nations
v a ags blica-
tion, serves as a yargnrt'iuck on
progress made towards achiev-
ing Key goals and standards set

Govt okays plan
to construct
Padma Bridge
at Mawa

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain said in Dhaka
esterday that the government
;;ad accepted in principle the
lan for the construction of the
adma Bridge at Mawa on
Dhaka-Khulna highway, re-
ports BSS.

Repl to a call attention
notice E"g' . (retd) Showkat
Ali of Treasu Bench, the
minister said :lYmt the Prime

Minister had also expressed her
commitment for the construc-

tion of the Padma Bri while
inaugurating the Bangabandhu
Bri on June 23 last,

e communications minis-
ter said that the ernment
had taken some steps for con-
struction of the Padma Bridge
at Mawa. He said that.Taka 4.27
crore technical assistance f|;rm-
ect for the construction of the

ridge had already been ap-
proved. Besides, a Taka 3643.

crore project summary had also
been plljrepared*

Business leaders
From page 1
Chamber of Commerce and In-

dustry, Mostafa Golam Quddus,’

President of Bangladesh Gar-
ment Manufacturers and Ex-

Association, Md Shah-
jahan, Chairman of Bangla-
desh Textile Mills Association,
and Md Golam Mostafa,
President of B sh Frozen

| Foods Exporters Association.
I

for children and women for the
year 2000 and :

This main theme of this
year's edition is birth registra-
tion. The report also focused on
three other themes — immuni-
sation, adolescence (focus on
girls) and lack of shelter,

In his presentation to a

acked conference room,
Erﬂ:ly attended by newsmen as
well as representatives from

other or sations, Dr Aung
Tun Thet, Officer-in-Charge of
UNICEF, Bangladesh said,
"This year's report is a little dii-
ferent from the us ones,
because it goes back to the be-
glnnlmd focuses on child
rights the day a baby is.

The report shows that the
importance of birth registra-
tion is still not appreciated in

countries. t 40 mil-
lion of the new-born babies
wnﬂdwide are not registered, he
said.

A birth certificate is a ticket
to citizenship. Without it, an
individual does not officially
exist and therefore lacks access
EJ state privileges and protec-

on.

Civil registration is also the
basic tool by which the gov-
ernment counts its citizens, and

basic needs like schools,

ealthcare and other services.

In ly to a question from
The Daily Star on how birth
registration will become suc-
cessful when about 85 per cent
of the deliveries in the country
take place at home, B Gopal of
UNICEF said, "We have recom-
mended for motivating parents
toward registration.” =

Brazil

From page 1

tina. We did our best, but the

am is over, its a pity.”

Overmars said: "It's unfortu-
nate, it's such a shame. It was
such a close thing. We were so
close to the final and | think we
had more chances than they

did. It could have gone either
way.

E'EW: had the feeling we were
going to beat them today. And if
We were to do it, we had to
grab this moment. Now we have
to wait four years for another
chance.”

1 In SBunday's final E:_ra:.ﬂ will
ecither Crpatia of France
E’H mtél::t ig their sem]-ﬂnai
Wednesday.
Rivaldo commented: "Croa-
tia are not an side to beal.
They are very di t. "France

will have to prove themselves
on the field against Croatia be-
fm']e they can meet us in the fi-
nal.”
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