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PART from the absence
of an aims control
_ dialogue, which
perpetuates a cally unstable
deterrent ture, there are sev-
eral other dimensions of the
conceptual perspective, that de-
serve exposure in order to
a serious understanding
of issues involved. It ought
not be a futile exercise in simple
filibustering on the virtues or
vices of the national security
state or the moratorium state
which amounts to little beyond
an initiation of the sixties lit-
erature that had long been
locked up in heydays of the Cold
War. They do not constitute ei-
ther any meaningful under-
standing of a nuclear-weapons
prone on nor any apprecia-
tion of the strategic implica-
tions of nuclearization. Ana-
lysts do not have to sound
alarmist sonic booms as is
imagined but do have a con-
sciousness to put forth the rele-
vant conten issues as far as
they relate effectively to the
current literature on security
studies. An important concep-
tual dilemma has been the re-
cent Indian Foreign Office
pagation of the "No First Use
tion". The Indians had re-
cently offered this proposal to
the Pakistanis, as press reports
seem to have indicated, whether

such pro was authentic or
merely speculative is nol yet

fully clear. What is clear how-
ever is the vastly deceptive
character of this doctrine,
which though apparently
tempting, could be strategically

very re;ip&ealing to the lesser

power e two in geo-political
terms.

In fact the "No First Use Doc-
trine” is a conceptual misnomer
in operational terms, right
from the outset when the doc-
trine actually originated in the
first year of the decade of the
eighties.

The authors of the doctrine
were no less than such towe
figures who had in fact found
the "Containment Doctrine” of
——
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the early fifties, n-lmd); George
Kennan, Robert McNamara,
Gerard Smith, et al. There were
the men who are almost rated
as the intellectual fathers of the
Dominoe Theory, along with
the notorious John Foster
Dulles.

George Kennan was in fact
the real theoretician who
thro his famous "Mr. X" au-
thored article in a 1948 issue of
the prestigious "Foreign Af-
fairs" Journal, founded the
Containment Doctrine and
thereby initiated the roll-on to
the conceptual dimension of
Deterrence Theory. Now the
same man . in his very late ﬁg:
came up with this "No First Use

Doctring JNITE SivnaliSoti s
1981 through a much-debated
article in Foreign Affairs Jour-
nal in 1981. The proposal th
came up with was that NA
should discard the "Right of
First Use of Nuclear Weapons”
as a gesture of goodwill to the
Russians. For these old men,
hardened and seasoned by the
rigour of the Cold War, the post
Vietnam trauma was far too
much to swallow and therefore,
the simple old age retreat was
one of mellowed-down maturity
— a total reversal from their
long years of twigging the nu-
clear weapons options. Surpris-
ingly, they had under-estimated
their obsolescence.

The proposal was quickly re-
jected first by the Germans and
the French and then across the
Atlantic, by the Americans. De-
spite the terrible degree of re-
pulsion towards medium range
tactical weapons — the Persh-
ings — which were earlier in-
stalled all over West Europe and
the consequent apprehensions
of a Europe-ba limited nu-
clear war, the allies considered
the "No First Use Option” as
highly unrealistic and an in-
centive towards insecurity. So.
NATO retained its "Right of
First Use Option”, arguing that
such a right was the most potent
means to discourage any Rus-

sian adventurism or even any
provocation. NATO still re-

tains the right of first use even

if confronted by a conventional

attack.
Now ap

the "First Use Option," that
could reduce the risks of a nu-
clear war. For India, to initiate
such a doctrine is inconsequen-
tial. Since she is the stronger
party, larger and far more well-
equipped of the two. But Pak-
istan is much more vulnerable
in geopolitical terms — with a
dangerous lack of territorial
depth so that any surprise ar-
moured onslaught, even if con-
ventional, could split her into
two. Nuclear strength, even the
retaimng of the right of first use

— is the besl guarantee for her to

offsel any lack of conventional
superiority, neutralise any pos-

sible Indian adventurism and

force India to desist from any
bluffing. Most important, the
first use option lets Pakistan to
uphold a threat of irreparable
damage on any aggressive ad-
ver even non-nuclear, and
forces India to treat Pakistan as
co-equal in strategic terms.

If Pakistan signs any "No
First Use Option" deal with In-
dia, she then literally surren-
ders the most potent advantage
of her nuclear weaponization.
something that duly compen-
sates her comparative territo-
rial disadvantage and limits in
overall arsenals. in guantita-
tive terms.

Therefore, just as NATO had

reserved the "Right of First Use

Option” as the most credible
guarantee against any Soviet
misadventurism even in the
1980s post-detente phase of the

ﬁ}d the Doctrine
in South Asia implies that if

both parties agree on discarding
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We are moving into the next century while the two sub-continental giants have now chosen to take the clock
back and force us to relive the last fifty years of this century once more — except that the fifty years involved

a global context while the current balance n[ terror is to be relived in a regional context.

Cold War, when thi
gun to look far more concilia-
tory to such original hardcore
specialists as the authors who
initiated it, similarly, Pakistan
confronts the same option. Be-
ing a strategic inferior, Pak-
istan’'s options are far less than
India's and once she has the
bomb, her only tactical option
is to rely on the threat to use it
first, even if there is any serious
provocation short of any nu-
clear threat from India. The
first use option is Pakistan's
only security guarantee as far a
nuclear deterrence s con-
cerned.

Although a highly unstable
deterrence posture, yet for Pak-
istan, any form of nuclear
strategy is necessarily a deter-
rence-based option. This is a
means of a high threat of pun-
ishment upon the enemy which
is otherwise superior, so that
the enciny does not undermine
Pakislaii’'s resolve to counler
massively a limited couven
tional assaull and has no temp-
tation to treat the Pakistani
nuclear threat as a bluff. It is
this particular potent pre-

ess to use such an option
and the threat to use it first
which gives the real credible de-
terrence value to Pakistan's nu-
clear acquisitions. For her, the
defense value is secondary, that
is, the actual use of it if deter-
rence fails forcing the literal
use of the nuclear weapons,
leading to mutually assured de-
traction.

The prospect of anF actual
use is understandably far more
minimized when the threat of a
right of first use is reassuringly
maintained. Of course, this can
be a highly destabilizing state
of deterrence and all the more
so, devoid of any arms control

ngs had be-

dialogue or regular exchange of
dala.glli-llul nonetheless, ,Q‘,i‘fll"lng up
the "Right of First Use Option”
as the Indians pul lorth. would
simply deny Pakistan the de-
terrence value of weaponiza-
tion. Just as much as Pakistan
has had to pay a very high price
to opt for a weaponsi status,
it would all be of no conse-

uence at all once she ever
shows an
the "No First Use tion”. For
her, this is a trap that simply
threatens to wipe out her status
of equality gained vis a vis In-

dia — as a guarantee against any

preponderance,
herefore, Pakistan's Be-
nazir Bhutto and her ;I)pnai—
tion party should not feel so
that Nawaz Sharif has reject
the "No First Use" Indian pro-
sal. To make it a domestic po-
itical ploy is rather dangerous
and simplistic. If the NATO had
rejected the "No First Use Op-
tion”, offered by their own old

strategists, and despite their far

more convincing technological
superiority, largely based on
West Europe's lack of territorial
depth, in that case, militarily
infericr Pakistan's best nuclear
doctrinal guarantee is to max-
imize her threat potential on
India — that is, to strongly em-
phasize the "Right of First Use’
even in the face of a surprise
conventional onslaught by In-
dia — in theoretical terms.

The "Right of First Use Op-
tion” is an ideal deal for nuclear
co-equals. But it could also help
to treat the nuclear option only
for its determent utility and not
any defense utilitv. Given the
nature of Indo-Pakistani status
of asymmetry, there is no deny-
ing the fact that the deterrent
utility for Pakistan is maxi-
miu‘i only when the readyness

interest in H.CCtiPUl'lg

to use the nuclear option is
maximized.

The "No First Use Option” is
a weak doctrine and possibly a

entially dangerous doctrine.
t creates the scope for a false
sense of security and potential
hlul'l'inﬁ. while one already
keeps the finger-tips pressed on
the nuclear button. It may offer
a superficial sense of security
rather than the use of a preven-
tive medicine. -

In fact, in a nuclear deter-
rence posture, however unstable
it might be, declamatory
rhetorics of restraint are wish-
ful behaviour, offering nothing
substantive. Finally there is
another compelling reality
which makes : l:l"Nn First Use

tion” completely inoperative
E'R.hln the Sﬂuth Fﬁslan deter-
rence structure. It is amazing
that Indian proponents of this
doctrine never took into con-
sideration the inevitable com-
pulsion that a "No First Use Op-
tion” must be a post arms con
trol phenomenon. This means
that such doctrine simply fails
to bear any consequence when
it is contemplated at a pre-arms
control stage. Only an accept-
able level of minimal trust and
conscious level of mnutiual
weapons data transaction can
allow the typc of common
strategic perceptions to aflord a
'No First Use Option”.

This becomes clear wiicn one
studies the timing of the first
ever proposal of this doctring in
1981 by George Keiinan and his
group for NATO to adopt, which
was eventually rejecled ol
course. It came during th2 post-
detente phase of the Cold War
better known as the early Rea-
ganite era, when things were
growing notoriously jingoistic
with the initiation of the Star

Wars plans. But what propelled
such a doctrine like the "No
First Use Option” at that time
was to arrest further deteriora-
tion of the weaponisation cli-
mate after a decade full of arms
control dialogue and very opti-
mistic phase of detente-based
confidence-building measures
betwecn the two superpowers.
Thus, a no [irst use option can
only be the end-resuit after a

through process of conflidence-

building measures and also
when both adversaries have in
fact achieved a slage ol #7ip10X-
imate parity iIn
weaponizatinn capabilities,

This is rather vital since we
notice that only after the Soviet
Union had achieved an ac-
knowledged parity in 1970 after
two decacdes of catching up.and
sufficient humiliating opposi-
tions by the United States, did
the latter finally acknowledge
the Soviet status as a super-
power and preferred to move
towards detente, In South Asia,
on the other hand, the asymme-
try is well-defined and Pak-
istan is the nuclear as well as
the conventional! under-dog in
geo-political and strategic
terms. It is thus rather absurd
that India could ever imagine
Pakistan to consider the "No
First Use Option” seriously.

Pakistan in fact showed lit-
tle interest in the proposal and
the whole idea simply faded
away. No one can expect that
such a proposal could at all be
taken seriously in a state of
such lack of eventuality on se-
rious dialogue. In fact, Pakistan
balked down after the Indian
initiative in this regard., and
her Foreign Minister came up
with a Quixotic remark to the
effect that the flight time would
be so short that it makes little
difference who uses the weapon
first and who uses it second.

This makes sense after all,
considering the geo-technologi-
cal distance of mutual target-
ing. In fact battlefield tactical
weapnns or short-range

their

weapons covering a distance of
twenty to fifty miles could be
targeted at advancing armoured
columns in about five seconds
or even less. In this cular
scenario, who wants to give up
the advantage of surprise, if in
fact battlefield use appears fea-

sible? In that case, nuclear

weaponry assumes the charac-
ter of defence weapons, with lit-

tle deterrent value. Actual use is
certainly a part of Pakistani

strategy. considering her horri-
fying lack of territorial depth

in 'unjab. Short-range battlc-

field weapons have great tacti-

cal valu= and Fakis!anis arc the

most probable bunch to play the
devii's advocate role. India

inissed oul the point that the

"No Fiat Use Option” can only

be [easible when flight time of

missiles are exteaded to the

level of inter-continental bal-

listic missiles, that is, strategic

wcapons or long-range missiles
only. If we consider short dis-
tances between neighbouring
states, and if there is a situation
of gco-political as well as mili-

tary-technological asymmetry,

it is impractical to assume any
realistic applicability of the

"No First Use Option".

Thus, the conceptual dynam-
ics of nuclear weaponisation
ought to be placed more care-
fully and should not he trans-
fixed by the Cold War-based su-
perpowers’ definitions in all ar-
cAS.

The differences in time-span
or rather time-boundaries are
enormous. We are moving into
the next century while the two
sub-continental giants have

now chosen to take the clock
back and force us to relive the
last fifty years of this century
once more — except that the
fifty yvears involved a global
contex! while the current bal-
ance of terror is to be relived in
a regional context. -

The writer is Professor of In-
ternational Security, Depart-
ment of International Rela-
tions. Dhaka University.
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The Hundred Best Movies Ever Made

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

Hnwm'ﬂandhi"(BenKimley),nﬁbnﬂmtcleunedupniﬂwﬂmaﬁinfﬂ&?bemﬂtedﬁmthetqplﬂﬂ,

whereas cross-dressing Dustin Hoffman's slapstick "Tootsie" make it at 62¢? How can "Beckett" (1964)
featuring memorable acting by Peter O'Toole and Richard Burton be ignored in favour of "A Clockwork
Orange" (number 46), best known for stylized !

AST month. the American
Film Institute came up with
list of the hun best
films . ever. made...(The list is
given below for the benefit of
the readers; the annotations are
mine.) The list was announced
on a CBS television show
hosted by Jodie Foster, with
comments by just about anyone
who matters in the filmdom.
NEWSWEEK brought out a
special issue commemorating
the films. The period covered
was between 1896 to 1996;
therefore, this year's
blockbuster, Titanic, could not
be considered. The writer has
seen most of the movies.
Here's his assessment.
Perhaps many of the
adeshis have not heard of
"Citizen Kane", the critics’
choice as the number one film
ever made. The Orson Welles
epic is about a newspapermarn
building his empire. Full of
shadows and symbolism, this is
a movie that one likes to praise,
not see. Il is hardly ever shown
on American Lelevision.

"Casablanca”, a movie that
inspircd Woodv Allen, got the
nod for the second place. The
World War II flick is noted for
its one-liners: "Here's looking
at you, kid", and "play it again,
Sam."” Francis Ford Copola in-
tended his "Godfather" movies
(numbers 3 and 32) to be an in-
dictment of American capital-
ism. Instead it award the
Mafia royalty status,

If it was left up to the Ameri-
can people, not the critics, the
top choice would have been
"Gone with the Wind" (number
4). the civil war saga. Margaret
Mitchell took ten years Lo write
the Amecricail Jdassic. Her nuvel
is fulll of the N word  Producer
Selznick debated nngliiil
whether or not to keep Lhe N)
words. Sanity prevailed and
the sanitized version of the
novel made it to the big screen.
Several versions of Clark

Gable's famous last words, .

"Frankl dear, I don't A
o Sere 60 btk IEcoing.
"Frankly my dear, you give me
indigestion!”

"Lawrence of Arabia”, the
movie that inspired Steven
Spiclh:;l% took the number 5
spot. e desert classic ex-

oited the full screen to the

llest. Few movie scenes are
better than the first appearance
of Omar Sharif in the film — as
mirage meshing with the desert
backg
himself. Personally, 1 like
David Lean's other lilm, "The
Bridge on the River Kwai" even
better. To me that movie, about
British prisoners of war in a
Japanese camp, is the best war
film ever made.
0z" is number 6. The film ver-
sion of "Alice in Wonderland”
entertained (and terrorized) a

generation of children with
witches and other scary charac-

ters.
"The Graduate” (number 7)

dared to make fun of American
sex and corporate America

["Remember just one word Ben-
jamin, "Plastic!™); although the

Simon and Garfunkel songs

made the film memorable for
many
Waterfront” ("1 could have been

somebody, instead of a bum”)
r 8, and Spielberg's

was nuim

. "Sin

round, slowly revealing

"The Wizard of

others. Brando's "On the

holocaust epic "Schindler's

List" was number nine. 'Finally,

Gene Kelley's heartwarming,
' in the Rain" rounded
out the top ten.
And now to controversies.
How can "Gandhi” (Ben Kings-
ley), a film that cleaned up at
the Oscars in 1983 be omitted
from the top 100, whereas
cross-dressing Dustin Hoff-
man's slapstick "Tootsie" make
it at 62? How can "Beckett"
(1964) featuring memorable act-
ing by Peter O'Toole and
Richard Burton be ignored in
favour of "A Clockwork Orange”
(number 46), best known for
stylized rape! And what is the
rationale behind the inclusion
of D. W. Griffith's "Birth of a Na-
tion" (number 44}, a movie that
lorified the Ku Klux Klan?
ey might as well have recog-
nized Leni Rifensthal for pro-
ducing those artful propaganda
films for Hitler!

Most of the good films did
actually make the list. Wilder's
"Double Indemnity”, with killer
Barbara Stanwyck as femme fa-
tale, is the late Satyajit Ray's
favourite film, and should have
been ranked higher than 38
"The great Satyajit Ray” Limsclf
was listed as the top Asian film
maker with a ﬂhutngraph ol
Apu from "Pather Panchali”
(1955).

No review of films is ever
complete without a list of flops.
With "Ishtar" and "Heaven's
Gate" to his (dis)credit, Warren
Beatty has shown a knack for
those. To counter NEWSWEEK's
best Lilis List, TIME magazine
came ~1t with o list of some of
the wnret Demi Manre's 1996
version ot "Striplease wopped
Ll ist!

Iwenneth celiluy Las been
Liwe Cceuntury ol luovics., As
NEWSWEER pouited oul, as u1-
dividuals and nations we liave
grown up with them. Our im-
ages of love, war, family and
feud owe so much to what we
have seen on screen. Everyone
is a fan, expert and critic of
movies, "We don't feel the same
way about the more venerable
art forms — the photograph, the
novel, the theatre, which are
movies' parent and great-grand
parents. They are older than we
are, and we tend to get a little
polite in their presence. But the
movies are our contemporaries
— our buddies, our crushes, our
lovers.”

"From its disreputable nick-
elodeon bcfinni s as a cheap,
working class diversion, the
movies needed only a few
decades to become the domi-
nant art form of the century,
leaving novelists and play-
wrights biting their nails with
envy. And early on, it became
clear that the man behind the
curtain, the wizard in charge,
was America’s Hollywood. Col-
onizing the world's imagina-
tion, its iconography became an
international language. From
Hollywood movies we have
learned how to live, how to love,
what shoes to wear.”

Who knows what a global-
ized Hollywood will offer in the
next hundred years.

The Top 100 Movies

1. Citizen Kane (1941, Orson
Welles) 2. Casablanca (1942,

—-ﬂ-—-—-

Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid
Bergman)®' 3. The Godfather
(1972, Marlon Brando, Al Pa-
cinop 4. 'Gone With the Wind
(1939, Clark Gable, Vivien
Leigh) 5. Lawrence of Arabia
(1962, Peter O'Toole. Omar
Sharif, Alec Guinness, An-
thony Quinn) 6. The Wizard of
Oz (1939, Judy Garland) 7. The
Graduate (1967, Dustin Hofl-
man, Ann Bancroft, Katherine
Ross)] 8. On the Waterfront
(1954, Marlon Brande) 9.
Schindler's List (1993, Liam
Neeson, Ben Kingsley) 10.
Stn%ln‘ in the Rain (1952, Gene
Kelly)

11. It's a Wonderful Life
(1946, James Stewart) 12. Sun-
set Boulevard (1950, William
Holden) 13. The Bridge on the
River Kwai (1957, Alec Guin-
ness, William Holden, Jack
Ha s)] 14. Some Like it Hot
(1959, Marilyn Monroe, Jack
Lemmon, Tony Curtis) 15. Star
Wars (1977, Alec Guinness,

*Harrison Ford) 16. All About

Eve (1950, Bette Davis) 17. The
African Queen (1951, Humphrey
Bogart. Katherine Hepburn) 18
Psycho (1960. Anthouy
Perkins, Janct Lewgh) 19, Chi-
natown (1974, Jack Nicholson,
Faye Dunnaway) 20. One Flew
over the Cuckoo's Nest (1975,

Jack Nicholson, Louise
Flethcher).

21. The Gra of Wrath
(1940, Henry Fonda) 22. 2001:
‘ﬂ:acc Ody (1968) 23. The

altese alcon [194],

Humphtey Bogart) 24 Rugiug
Bull (1980. Robert e Niiw) 25.
E. T. The Extra Teiicestnial
[1982) 2o, Dr. Strangelove
(1oac1 27 Duiune and Clvede
f ’f | e 1|l|1llnr..4|.- L U'i.:d.l.lgl ?H
Apocalvpse Now 11072 Dy o
Mai U shirent 29 AT Suith
(roes 1o Washington (1939

James Stewart) 30. The Trea
sures of the Sierrn Madre
(1948).

31. Annie Hall (1977. Woody
Allen, Diane Keaton) 32. The
Godfather Part II (1974) 33.
High Noon (1952, Gary Cooper)
34. To Kill a Mm:kln% ird
(1962, GrcgoriPack] 35. It Hap-

ned One Night (1934) 36.

idnight (1969, Dustin
Hoffman, Jon Voight) 37. The
Best Years of Our Lives (1946)
38. Double Indemnity (Fred
McMurray, Barbara Stanwyck)

39. Dr. ivago (1965, Omar
Sharif, Julie Christie) 40.
North by Northwest (1959).

41. West Side Story (1961,
Natalie Wood, Richard r)
42. Rear Window (1954] 43.

King Kong (1933) 44. The Birth
of a Nation (1915) 45. A Street
Car Named Desire (1851,
Brando) 46. A Clockwork Or-
ange (1971, Malcolm McDowell)
47. The Taxi Driver [Robert De
Niro, Jodie Foster] 48. Jaws
(1975. Richard Dreyfuss, Robert
Shaw, Rob Scheider] 49. Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs
(1937, Disney Animation) 50.
Butch Cassidy and the Sun-
dance Kid (1969, Robert Red-
ford, Paul Newman, Katherine
RDSS).

51. The Philadelphia Story
(1940, James Stewart, Kather-
ine Hepburn) 52. From Here to
Eternity (1953, Frank Sinatra,
Burt Lancaster, Ernest Borg-
nine) 53. Amadeus (1984, Tom
Hulce) 54. All Quiet on the
Western Front (1930) 55. The

I

'-dccciw:a the

Andrews, Peter)
(1970. Donald Sutherland) 57.
The Third Man, (1949} 58. Fan-
tasia (1940) 59. Rebel Without a
Cause (1955, James Dean) 60.
Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981,
Harrison Ford)

61. Vertigo (1958) 62. Toot-
sie llﬂﬂﬂ_htiugtég Tm] 63.
Stagecoach (1 , JO ayne,
Claire Trevor] 64. Close En-
counters of the Third Kind
(1977, Richard Dreyfuss) 65.
The Silence of the Lambs (1991,
Jodie Foster., Anthony Hop-
kins) 66. Network (Albert
Finney, William Holden, Faﬁ/e
Dunnaway) 67. The
Manchurian Candidate (1962,
Frank Sinatra) 68. An Ameri-
can in Paris (1951, Gene Kelley,
Leslie Caron) 69. Shane (1953)
70. The French Connection
(1971, Gene Hackman)

71. Forrest Gump (1994, Tom

Hanks, Sally Fiel 72. Ben-
Hur (1959, ton Heston) 73.
Wuthering Heights (1939,
Lawrence Olivier, Merle

Oberon, David Niven) 74. The
Gold Rush (1925) 75. Dances
with Wolves (1990, Kevin Kost

ner) 76. City Lights (1031) 77.
American Graffitti (1973,
Richard Dreyfuss) 76. Rocky
(1976. Svlvesler Stallone. Talia
Shire) 79. The Deer Hunter
(1979, Robert De Niro, Merril
St ) 80. The Wild Bunch

(1969).

8]1. Modern Times (1936,
Charlie Chaplin) 82. Giant
(1956) 83. Platoon 1986
(Charlie Sheen) 84. F (1996)
85. Duck Suug (1933) 86.
Mutiny on the Bounty (1935,
Charles Laughton) 87.
Frankenstein (1931) 88. Easy
Rider (1969) B9. Patton (1970,
George C. Scott) 90. The Jazz

Singer (1927, Al Jolson).

91. My Fair Lady (Rex Har-
rison, Audrey Hepburn) 92. A
Place in the Sun (1951) 93. The

Apartment (1960, Jack Lem-
mon) 94. Goodfellas (1990) 95,
Pulp Fiction (1994, John Tra-
volta, , Uma Thurman, Samuel
Jackson) 96. The Searchers
(1956) 97. Bringing up Baby
(1938) 98. Unforgiven (1992,
Clint Eastwood, Gene Hack-
man) 99. Guess Who's Coming to
Dinner (1967, Sldn:ﬁ' Poitier,
Spencer Treat;y. atherine
epburn) 100. Yankee Doodle
Dandy (1942, James Cagney)

HAI farmers are alraid
Tlhat RiceTec Inc, the US-

based company that was in
the news recently for its
attempts to pirate an Indian
rice variety, may strike again
and walk off with a patent on
Jasmine rice. The company is
already marketing a brand
called Jasmati, which has
nothing to do with the Thai
Jasmine rice or with the Indian
Basmati, except the similarity
in name,

Jasmati is derived from a
variety called Della, which has
been developed in the United
States. Della is in turn a selec-
tion from Bertone, from the

ont area of Italy. "RiceTec

Sound of Music (1965, ..Julitr .
56.- MASH -} - Amen-dment Bill

nominated members b
President
community in the Lok Sabha

The Womens Reservation
Bill: A Dialogue

Priya Prakash writes from New Delhi

The women's reservation issues cuts across all sections of society. Women's inclusion in the decision making

process, and governance enlarges the base and transforms the structure of politics and governance. The
women's ﬁrsgm've is by the very nature ﬂf women's lives, interest and existence, an inclusive one.

HE B8l1st Canstitutional
1996,

~was introduced in the
Parliament and the report of
the Joint Select committee was
presented to both the houses in
December 1996. However the
process was halted as the 11th
parliamemt went in for a mid
term poll. The National Agernida
of the ruling coalition has also
accepted this as an important
itemn.

The 8l1st Constitutional
Amendment Bill proposes to in-
troduce the reservation throu
a new Article 330 A (1) and (2)
that states 'seats shall be re-
served for women in the House
of the People: and that seats
shall be reserved for women
belonging to the Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribes as
the case may be. The Article

332A recommends reservation

of seats for women in the State
Legislatures and union territo-
ries, provided the States act
that have less than three seats
are exempted from the reserva-
tion as above.

In order to resolve and inte-
grate varinns suggestions raised
bv these Member ol arliament.
the Bill was relerred Lo a Joint
Select Comumittee of the Two
Houses. In course of delibera-
tions the Committee received
102 Memoranda containing
comments/recommendations
from womens' organisations
and individuals; the committee
recorded oral evidence from
gruminent political leaders

mt.Pramila Dandavate, the

.&tturn? General Sri Ashok-
Desai, Fo

rmer Secretary in the
Ministry of Law, and advocate
Sri S S Ramiah and representa-
tives of leading womens' organ-
isations. The Joint Committee,

that included representatives of
all political parties and Inde-

pendent members, agreed that
this Bill but they meet their ap-
proval and reservation for

women in legislatures etc. also

proposes suggestions to improve

the provisions to make the

amendments more effective.
The committee was of the

view that there should be no ex-

ception to the principle of
reservation and the States hav-
ing less than three seats thr;e
Lthe

of Anglo dian

and also elected Capital Assem-
bly of Delhi. In such states-hav-
ing less than 3 elected members
the reservation for, women
candidates should be rotation
for the third elected position.

The commiittee also recom-
mended that government

should work out the modalities
for reservation of seats in Rajya
Sabha, and legislative council
in the States.

For reservation of Other
Backward Caste women, com-
mittee recommended that at
present no reservation has been
provided for Other Backward
Classes in the constitution,
similar to that of St/ST.
Therefore committee was of the
view that the government may
consider this provision as and
when this issue of reservation
for general category of Other
Bacl%ward Classes is taken up
by the Parliament.

Thus it will be seen that
various issues related with

———

the recipient. The "Sarda Act’ " should $otial conscience, spe-

‘Mifdu succession-Abt punitive;
provisions against Dqwzy. and
many others have never re-
ceived the serious implementa-
tion, and it appears, attitudes
are likely to hardened to stop
the participation of women in
politics also. Looking at the in-
creasing criminalisation of
politics, Crimes against woinen
and increasing cases of abduc-
tion rape and murders invari-
ably would keep the women
from active participation in
politics. The latest in the series
are the reported cases of crimi-
nal assault and rape of women
candidate in Panchayat elec-
tion in West Bengal, a party
candidate of Trinamul
Congress in the Panchayat
elections, and repeated assault
and rape of Saheli worker, stu-
dent of Jaipur University in Ra-
jasthan, would deter women in
critical numbers to join the
mainstream as they did during

R v O S S S S e e

" The distorted scenario, fifty years after Independence
highlights the need for reordering macro-societal
priorities, political restructuring, with a view to
directory development to focus on women and
girls so that they do emerge as a key to
~ economic growth with social justice.

reservation have been pro-
cessed exhaustively, by the
Joint Select Committee. There-
fore, given the political will, it
should not take long for the
Parliament to lg%lslatc the elec-
toral promise. The main Oppo-
sition party viz Congress Party,
have promised on several occa-
sion they will cooperate on the
question of political empower-
ment of women and help in
evolving a national consensus
for implementation of this
amendment. The womens’
movement is asking an assur-
ance for the political will, as it
is apprehended that, as usual,
legislations relating to issues of
women are not given the prior-
ity it deserves. n after these
are passed, these are not en-
forced diligently due to silent
opposition, social and cultural
attitudes, the law remain in the
Law Book, and do not benefit

S R S S S SR S

the Independence movement.
Women were not afraid to face
lathi charge and jail sentences
in their struggle for freedom
against a foreign ruler, but if
they would find insensitivity
and criminal assault against
women with the tacit sanction
of the overlords of the society
too overbearing and oppressive
to be fought single handedly. It
is said that political empower-
ment holds the key to an all
round development and im-
provement in women's social
and economic and legal status
in our country. But women who
will continue to be troubled by
modern day Rahu and Ketu and
be deterred to come out of their
homes due to the fear of physi-
cal assault, would be traversity
of democracy.

This saga of rape, female in-
fanticide and other crimes
against women challenge

1reially when perpetuated to ter-

. rarige a section of the popula-
tion from seeking wha are
striving for social change. In-
dia's strength is in it's large
pool of manpower skilled men
and women. Therefore to deny
one section of the population be
deprived of political activism,
in the name orthodoxy they
prevent development of half of
the population that are women,
the nation is going to be caught
in an economic backwaters.

This distorted scenario, fifty
f’cars after Independence high-

ights the need for reordering
macro-societal priorities, polit-
ical restructuring, with a view
to direct development to focus
on women and girls so that they
do em as a key to economic
growth with social justice.
Womens calls for critical mass
participation in the country's
political and policy making
structures is broader than the
needs of any one sections of so-
ciety.

The women's reservation is-
sues cuts across all sections of
society. Women's inclusion in
the decision making process,
and governance enlarges the
base and transforms the struc-
ture of politics and governance.
The women's perspective is by
the very nature of women's
lives, interest and existence, an
inclusive one. It is therefore a
strategic instrument of effect-
ln% an urgently needed shift in
politics to s the basic needs
of society in general and the
large numbers of the disempow-

“ered.

As a result of 73/74th
wdment large number of
2 en are already participat-
ing and contributin

to the
democratic process. The vehicle
that has helped grassroots

women making this journey -
has been the Reservations. It is
widely expected that 8lst
Amendment, providing a simi-
lar participation opportunit
in the State Lcﬁislaturea an
Parliament would complete the
political cycle, and harmonious
cha to gender-equitable po-
litical partnership.

— Mandira

The writer is former Secre-
tary to the Indian Planning
Commission.

gver, exercising

ublic and uses any
claims to the name.

'Asian-sounding name, which

connotes quality, to lure people
to believe they are being offered
a cross between Jasmine and
Basmati” says the Thai Net-
work on Community rights and
Biodiversity (BIOTHAI).

Jasmine rice is a local Thai
variety, which originated in the
eastern part of the country,
Chachoengsao, where the soil is
saline and sandy. Rice grown in
this area is soft and perfumed,
so it is called Khao Dawk Mali
— the perfume of the white
Jasmine flower.

RiceTec and other compa-
nies in the US, which are mar-
keting "their own versions" of

Jasmine rice have not patented-

the germplasm. ‘11'13'{v are, how-

Will RiceTec Go

heir own

When asked why they mar-
ket a rice called Jasmati if it is
not derived from Jasmine or
Basmati, RiceTec breeder Jim
Strikey responded that he con-
siders Jasmine rice to be a term
for "any aromatic, sticky rice”
and Basmati a term for "any
aromatic, long grain, non-
sticky rice”. Strikey went on to
say that Thailand should not
bat an eye about this because,
according to him, Thai farmers
ot the rice from Madagascar in

the first place.

According to BIOTHAI, how-

ever, the rice goes back a hun-
dred years when it was devel-
ﬂgcd b}'[ their ancestors. In
1959, after nearly two decades
of testing, the Thali
rice board officially released

overnment

bble Up Thai Rice Next?

Jasmine rice, This was before
the Green Revolution, so foreign
agencies like the International
Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
had nothing to do with it. It
grows well in drought condi-
tions and on saline soils, and
suits the farming conditions of
northeast Thailand. By con-
trast, IRRIl's famous IR8 and
other subsequent rice varieties
are made to suit high-input
chemical agriculture in irri-
gated lands, which the poor
cannot afford.

By now, the breeding efforts
of Thai farmers and scientists
have resulted in more than 200
different lines of Jasmine in
Thailand. Virtually all Thai
Jasmine rice is produced by five
million farmers in the north-

east. These are resource — poor
farmers, whose income does not
exceed the poverty line of USS

r month, per person. Their

ivelihoods depend on Jasmine
rice. More than 25 per cent of
the rice exported by Thailand is
now Jasmine rice.

India's recent experience at
the hands of RiceTec has raised
serious concern in Thailand.
"Here is an American company
claiming monopoly rights and
getting huge benefits from India
and Pakistan's rice culture and
gl no in return,” said a

IOTHAI representative. "Of
course, RiceTec says their
tent is not on India’'s Basmati
ut on 'their own' Basmatiy

which they claim to ha@rﬁ,‘



