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Opening of B-JJMB

JS adopts
resolution
thanking
PM amid
BNP walkout

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Sangsad last night
adopted a resolution thanking
the Prime Minister for opening
the Bangabandhu bridge over
the river Jamuna.

Earlier, before the discus-
sion on the resolution began,
the members of the opposition
BNP staged a walkout protest-

against the Chair's refusal
to entertain some amendments
to the resolution.

The resolution, moved by
ruling party lawmaker Abdul

Latif . said that the open-
See Page 12 Col 6

Ban on meet
near BJMB

SIRAJGANJ, July 8: The
government has imposed a ban
on holding meeting at the
square of Bangabandhu Bridge
and the adjacent areas of its ap-
proach roads, reports UNB.

According to pulh:c steps
have been laEe.n to beef up secu-
rity in the area and a Iist of po-
lice officials is being prepared
in this regard.

Police from 16 northern
districts, including Tangail,
will be included in the list.

The ban on holding meeting
in the area came ahead of the
scheduled meetings of the op-
position BNP at the east and
west sides of the bridge on July
11 and 24 respectively.

BNP urges govt to
lift ban on meet
near BJMB

BNP yesterday urged the
emme.nt to withdraw the
uhilc meeting immediately
in 3 km of bnth sides of thc

Bangabandhu Bridge where the
{ planned for hnlding a

m Mﬁr
poris UNB.

Bhahjahan Siraj, the vice-

chairman of BNP, told news-
men that th

hold the public meeling as
scheduled at Shamsoil, about 2

km away from the east end of

the Jamuna bridge. "We shall

not give up the programme.,” he
said requesting the government

See Page 12 Col 2
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smuggled in thru'

5 thanas alone

By Staff Correspondent
As many as 75 of items Khan, President of Dhaka
valued at around Tk 832 crore Chamber of Commerce and In-
are smuggled into the country dustry (DCCI); Shamsuddin
from India through five border- Ahmed, President F‘nrci%'l of
ing thanas alone every Investors Chamber of Co

The thanas are Da tpur in
Kushtia, Sharsha in Jessore,
Komolganj in Moulvibazar,
Shibganj in Chapainawabganj
and ar thana in Comilla.

This was revealed in a study
jointly conducted ? a ucn;lur
research fellow of
Institute of Developmen Stud-
ies (BIDS) and a t:m::h:r of
Dhaka University.

. The study report was pre-
sented at a seminar yesterday at
a city hotel. Speakers at the
seminar underscored the need
for controlling informal trade

between adesh and India
for sa the country's indus-
trial sector.

Development In Democracy
(DID) organised th seminar
with help from the Asia Foun-
dation. e speaker's include

Forrest E Cookson, Convenor of

the DID; Dr Karen L Casper, Res-
ident Representative of Asia
Foundation; Rashed Maksud

merce and Industry (FICCI); Dr
Muinul Islam, Director General
of Bangladesh Institute of Bank
Management (BIBM); Shah Ab-
dul Hannan, former chairman
of National Board of Revenue
(NBR), and Dr Fouzul Kabir.

Atiur Rahman of BIDS and
Abdur Razzaq of Dhaka Uni-
versity, jointly conducted the
study, assisted by a group of
BIDS researchers.

They found that mainly cat-
tle, textile items, cotton, silk
saree, sugar, salt, bicycle and
truck were smuggled
into the country. Fifteen items
include Enld. high count yarn.
copper brass and bell metal
were mainly smuggled out
through those areas.

The study analysed the na-
ture and extent of smuggling op-
eration, volume and value of
the illegal traded items and
their price differentials.

See Page 12 Col 3

-

A colourful procession was brought out at Narayangan) on

Tuesday in nhaarvance of Miladunnabi.

BNP to gherao TV
Bhaban today

BNP will gherao BTV Bha-
ban and other TV stations in
the country today protesting
‘politicisation’ of the state-run
electronic media and sprea
‘falsehood and distorted infor-
mation,’ reports UNB.

In the capital, the leaders
and workers of BNP and its
front or sations will gather
at Siddheshwari High School
ground and in front of Hossain
market at Badda at 3 pm prior
to starting for the gherao pro-
gramme at Rampura.

BNP chairp:rmn Begum
Khaleda Zia announced the
programme from the Paltan
maidan before starting the

mass procession on July 1.

Che Daily Star
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5 pm Jatiya Press Club

Guests include

Harun-ur Rashid, MP
General Secretary, Bangladesh Football Federation
Shefik Rehman
Editor, Weekly
Matiur Rahman
Editor, Bhorer Kagoj

Ataul I-loqun llllii:k
Eminent sports journalist

and .
Afsana Mimi
Model, TV and stage performer
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MARSEILLE, France, July 8
Brazil moved into the Wurld
Cup final afte. tense penalty
shootout against Holland here
Tuesday but coach Mario Za-

a]]u delayed celebrations until
cjr had won t:grii; record fifth
reports

EFEDp]t in Brazil are cele-
brating right now, but we have
to wait until the final, and I'm
confident we are going to win
the final,” he said after the 4-2

. spot-kitk win.

GOLD I.EAF
LIGHTS
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"It was a victory for the
team. We're here to represent
Brazil and were here to win.
This is our objective. We have
willpower, flair and tactics. Ev-
ery player contributed to this
wonderiul victory,” he added.

"We are altemating between
joy and tension and we are uni;
going to celebrate at the final.
"Everything was good about this

performance, Brazil were gmd
Eh}rsicall}r and good tactically,”

la
the sides were locked at 1 J
ler extra time.

“We played on instinct in ex-

Following 130 minutcs

‘.r SPECIAL

JOHN PLAYER

l.rl-l.imc because there was the
sudden death Golden Goal rule.
The Dutch did the same and it
was very balanced. Then we
moved on to penalties and for-
tunately, we ted what hap-

Henu:l In 1994 (in the World Ch.lp
nal against Italy), with vic-

to

r{udﬂcld:r Rivaldo admitted
that the four-times World
champions had a scare. "There
were times when we were afraid
and Holland were afraid also.

WORLD CUP '98

That's why the match went to
penalties,.” he said.

Goalkeeper Taffarel., who

saved two spot kicks, said:
"That was helping me. I am
very happy to have contributed

to this victory. It was a really
tough game but Brazil can be
proud nf its teamn. Brazil is
ready for the final.”

Dutch coach Guus Hiddink.
who had fielded a team without
injured Winston Bogarde and
Marc Overmars or the sus-
pended Arthur Numan, con-

atulated the Brazilians on
their victory. "I'm pleased with
the performance of my team.”
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Brazilian soccer fans in Rio de Janeiro celebrate yesterday after Brazil defeated the
Netherlands 4-2 in a penalty shoot-out during the semi-final of the World Cup.— AFP photo

he said.

Refusing the absentee alibi,
he said: "I'm not going to hide
behind that excuse. It would be
rather cheap to say that Boga-
rde can't play, Overmars can't

play, Numan is suspended, as
an excuse. | think we have a
good squad and the players who
replaced them did a good job.”
Holland's midfielder Ronald
de Boer said he was devastated.

who missed Hol-

land’'s final penalty, said:

"Penalties are like a lottery. It's

dreadful feeling. We played less

well than we did agalnst Ar-
See Page 12 Col 8

De Boer,

Business leaders’ appeal

Leaders of the business
community in a jlmnl statement
yesterday appealed to political
Earh:s to refrain from using

artals as a "means of express-
ing political differences” be-

They also regretted that de-
spite repeated appeals made by
trade and chamber bodies in lhl:
past, the political parties have
never considered making an ob-
jective review if hartal served
any real purpose.

The leaders of six business
bodies also stated. "In a poor
country like ours, dislocation
of the economy and sufferings
of the people cannot strengthen
any cause.”

“In fact. political pro-
grammes which do not take
into account the representative
feelings on such issues not only
do not help in achieving their
objectives but also erode the
confidence of the public on
litical parties which undertake
them,” the statement added.

“In view of the critical period
through which our economy is
passing due to the South
Asian economic crisis, we once
again appeal to the political
pa.rucu to refrain frnm using

mﬁmm o

Refrain from using hartal
as means of expressing
pol}tlcal differences

By Staff Correspondent

hartals as the means of express-
ing political differences at pre-
sent and also in the future, be-
cause of the harm they inflict
on the economy,” the statement
further said.

The

R ummﬁ

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce

and Indusut?. Laila Rahman

Kabir, President of Metropoli-

tan Chamber of Commerce and

Industry, A K M Shamsuddin,

President of Forei Investors
See Page 12 Col 7

Nigerian cabinet
dissolved

ABUJA, Nigeria, July 8:
Nigeria's military ruler dis-

solved his Cabinet today, one
day after the death of N !
most prominent political pris-
oner t protests that left
itplcaut O people dead, reports

The dissolution by Gen Ab-
dulsalam Abubakar came as po-
lice used tear gas to stop

rotests in the ai::utht:rn city of
gos people expressing
ang sorrow at the death of

olitical prisoner Moshood
biola. :

Young professwnals need a ﬁ)rum
to make their voice heard

Young professionals and en-
trepreneurs need an organisa-
tion to make their voice heard,
to help the nation best utilise
their talents and to face the
challenges of the next millen-
nium.

This was underscored by
youths from different profes-
sions at a follow-up meeting of
The Daily Star-sponsored
"Young Professionals and En-
trepreneurs Speak Out” rP

amme, held at the B tish
in the dt}' on Tuesday.

A core group. headed by an
entrepreneur, Mehedi Mahbub
Hasan, was I'urmed to draft a
‘concept paper' for such an or-
ganisation.

The 'group’ will sit for a
meeting at The Dally Star con-
fierence room at 6 pm Saturday
ti» finalise the 'concept paper
aind determine the or-
ganisation's structure and its

A young

yesterday.

By Staff Correspondent

future course of action.

Mahfuz Anam, editor of The
Daily Star, moderated the meet-
ing.

The pro voluntary or-
ganisation will work for pro-
tecting people's rights, ensuring
public participation in decision
making, hnrnesning employ-
ment and creati Elu}rmcnt
opportunities un cr the guid-
ance of an umbrella naunnal
body headed by a coordinator.

decided to hold
conferences on employment,

transparency of Envernm:nt
and judiciary in adesh
shortly. It also appr lan

to launch a 'website networ
system for inter-communica-
tion between the en reneurs
and professionals.’

A teacher and entrepreneur,
Kazi Mahmud Ahmed, said he
would arr e a 'mock inter-

view' for job seekers to develop .

millennium will be the

their skill to face interviews.

The meeting was partici-
pated by a large number of
young professionals and en-
trepreneurs working in differ-
ent fields.

At least 20 entrepreneurs
and professionals discussed
various issues relating to their
professions as well as issues
concerning national life as a
whole.

the discussion,
an :stahﬂhrelﬁ entrepreneur

and Information Technolo
expert, Rizwan Bin Faruk,
placed stress on innovative
thinking and called upon the
ob seekers to new ideas
or self-employment. "The n:xtf
e 0
includ-

ideas. tal economy

ing the information technology

sector has a tremendous

prospect for employment in

Ea:PageHCuH

speaking at the follow-up meeting of "Young Entrepreneurs and
Professionals Speak Out" programme at the British Council auditorium in the city

— Star photo

Repression on women & children

Tougher laws to punish offenders,
compensate victims soon: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said that in-
nocent girls had been languish-
ing in 'safe custody’ of jails even
without committing any of-
fence.

Rcfen-in,g to young girls who

rey to various social ills,

Hasina said.

aake of their security, in many
cases these girls are t behind
the bar, but mixing them up
with convicts. Instead of havin
a secured life in jails, in most o
the cases, they develop the ten-
dency to commit crimes after
livi;L% in unhygienic condition".

e Prime Minister was lay-
ing the foundation of 'Sale
Home for Destitute Girls' at
Master Bari in Gazipur. Later,
she also addressed a public
meeting, organised by Gazipur
district unit of Awami League,
at Rajbari Maidan at the dis-
trict town.

At the foundation laying
ceremony, she noted that after
living with convicts in jails,
those innocent girls later on
suffered from mental sickness.
"If they are not corrected, many
of them would go astray”.

The 'Safe Home for titute
Girls' is a joint venture of So-
cial Welfare Ministry, Direc-
torate of Social Welfare and a
non-government organisation
called 'Bangladesh Shishu

"For_the

By Staff Correspondent

Rakkha Samity'. When com-
pleted, it will initially provide
shelter to 30 girls aged 12to 18
years and the number will rise
to 100 one year later.

Sheikh Hasina said her gov-
errunent is preparing a new set
of stricter laws to deal with re-

pression on women and chil-

dren as the existing laws lack
provisions for any sort of com-
pensation to the victims.

When the new laws come
into force, the offenders would
not 'only be punished but fines
would also be realised from
them to give compensation to
victim women”, she said.

The Prime Minister also an-
nounced that quota for woinen
for the posts of teachers in pri-
mary schools would be in-
creased to 70 per cent from 60 if
necessary. "It's true that finding
out so many eligible women
candidates is already a prob-
lem, but we will resolve that by
widening the scope of education
for women.”

Referring to the safe home
project, she urged the wealthy
section of the society to come
forward for the cause of the
humanity.

Besides. she listed various
development activities, particu-
larly t Euse for women, by her
twu~ ear old government.

¢ function was also ad-

Moshood Abiola dead

ABUJA, July 8: The death of
gi a's most prominent it-
ical prisoner, Moshood Abiola,
came just as the end of his im-
prisonment seemed near, caus-
the latest shockwave in a
turbulent month for Alrica's
glgﬂt populous nation, reports
Abiola died of an apparent
heart attack Tuesday after sud-

denly becoming ill during a
meeting with US diplomats who
came to push for his freedom.

His death came just as frée-
dom after four years in prison
seemed imminent. The dictator
who had jailed him died June 8,
of a heart attack.

The news prompted demon-
strators Tuesday to vent their

See Page 12 Col 4

- closin

dressed by State Minister for
Social Wellare and Women and
Children's Affairs Dr Mozam-
mel Hussain, Ahsanullah, MP,
Director General of Social Wel-
fare Directorate Mir Sha-

habuddin, President and Vice-

President respectively of .
'‘Bangladesh Shishu- Hnglmhn
Samity' Prof Salma Chowdhury
and Dr Shahela Khatun respec-
tively.

Later, addressing the public
meeting at Rajbarli Maidan, the
Prime Minister criticised the
main opposition BNP for its
BTV Bhaban gherao programine
today (Thursday). She urged
BNP chief Begum Khaleda Zia to
face the people by participa unf
in TV programme, instead
gherao programme,

Terming Gazipur as the most
important place in the country
after Dhaka. Sheikh Hasina
told the audience "Now, with the
Bangabandhu Bridge on river
Jamuna opened, importance of

See Page 12 Col 1

T WORLDCUP'%

CKC

NEXT MATCHES}H

Third-place decider
July 11: Holland vs losers
of France and Croatia, Stade
de France, 1900 GMT (1:00 am
BST)
Final

July 12: Brazil vs winners
of France and Croatia. BTV

will cover the match including
ceremon” live from

Stade de France be ing at
1730 GMT (11:30 pm
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