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IRST of all, a question: Do
F}rnu believe that ‘'in
Bangladesh maternal
mortality is 150 times higher
than that in developed
countries?’. Yes it is. The

reports of BIRPERT (1996) and
BDIIS [1996-97) are the source
of my information. One does
not have to look far to find sad
stories of maternal deaths. Any
group of women in rural or

urban settings can tell stories of

friends or family members or
neighbours who have suffered
agonizing deaths while giving
birth. The magnitude of repro-
ductive health problem of
Bangladeshi women is reflected
in the high maternal mortality
ratio of nearly five per 1000 live
births. It is an important public
health problem not only be-
cause of the large number of
such mortalities but also be-
cause of the traumatic effect of
such an event on the family and
community as a whole.

Giving birth at home is pre-
ferred by the vast majority of
women and their families. Ac-
cording to Bangladesh Demo-

raghic and Health Surve

1996-97) almost all births (9
ﬁcr cent) in Bangladesh occur at
ome. The only exceptions to
this high level of home deliver-
ies are births to urban women,
23 per cent of which occur in
health facilities, Though there
is growing recognition that
home deliveries have risks, giv-
ing birth at home is yet pre-
ferred. During a USAID cus-
tomer appraisal. couples were
asked their source of child de-
livery. Though there was gen-
eral agreement that home de-
liveries were most appropriate,
both men and women spoke of
complications. In many cases,
even when problems are recog-
nised during the delivery those
responsible for helping the
women delay taking her to a fa-
cility. There are several identi-
fied reasons for this delay, such
as — ignorance, fear, financial
crisis, distance of health care
centre, past negative experience
etc.

Let us first discuss about ig-
norance. Ignorance i.e. lack of
knowledge and information,
not only delays treatment for a
woman in distress but also
makes her home the place of
delivery. There is considerable
ignorance about where facilities
are and what services can be
provided. In urban Dhaka
slums 31 per cent of women did
not know where a delivery fa-
cility was located (Franczak,
1995). Delay is compounded by
ignorance of seriousness of sit-
uation also. In a study which
probed both urban and rural re-
spondents (women, husbands,
mothers-in-law and commu-
nity leaders) for knowledge of
obstetric complications.

by Pial Das Rajat .

It is not possible to change the present practice within a
short period, so it is better to train the TBA's. Above all,
considerable emphasis must be placed on the education
of the community and the family members to encourage
them so that they may give up the present practices.

“...unprompted knowledge
across the categories of respon-
dents was below 50 per cent”
(Barkat et al. 1995). The study
identifies husbands and moth-
ers-in-laws as the principal de-
cision makers at a time of ma-
ternal crisis. They are also
identified as having the least
knowledge about obstetric com-
plications. Thus here I may ad-
vocate the extension of mater-
nal care education to family
members, including the moti-
vation of men in the promotion
of pre-natal care.

Families fear the institu-
tional delivery because they
will be unable to control the
situation, as they can at home.
The woman may be seen by a
male doctors which may cause
shame for the family and the
woman herself. It should be
noted that the number of female
doctor in our country is not suf-
ficient enough. In addition to
this, the female doctors like to
perform their duty in the city or
town rather than the rural area.

The family members further
worry that they would be asked
to Fay more than they are able
to for the required treatment. A
USAID publication (1995) states
that women preferred to have
their babies delivered by a
known and trusted female

member of their [amily or

comnmunity. They generally
hesitate to give birth in a hospi-
tal, because according to the
publication, "paying for normal
deliveries was beyond the
means of many Bangladeshis
let alone paying between Tk
10,000 an 20,000 for a ce-
sarean section”. In addition to
this, greater number of ple
are of the belief that the doctors
try to find the scope of operat-
ing upon the pregnant woman
so that they (doctors) may earn
a lot.

Both in rural and wurban
Bangladesh, there is a scarcity
of healthcare centres or hospi-
tals. So by the time people reach
a facility which has the services
they require, it can be too late
(Blanchet. 1991). And thus the
distance of healthcare centre is
one of the identified reasons for
the delaying taking to a facility.
Thus the upgrading of health
facilities. specially rural health
facilities, is a must.

Past negative experiences
with health facilities is a con-
tributing factor to not seeking
help on an emergency basis.
When they cannot get routine
services they require in an ap-
Ernpﬂate and timely manner,

ow could they be expected to
turn these services in times of
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Towards Safe Motherhood

distress?

Almost all disadvantaged

ple face a number of prob-
ems at the health care centres,
among them — lack of compe-
tent doctors, absence of doctors
and staff, private practice con-
ducted in publllc :cll:_uea. long
wait time, lack o '
!,.hm:rfl}tng of medicine ﬂd g:
sale of medicines outside the
centre, are important. It is an
undenying fact that a lot of
'[l;hana chl:lh Complex doctors

not reside at their workip
Ffa::f:a. tﬁcy often Hn their nl::g
rom the district headquarters.

Acco to BDIIS (1996-97)
65 per cent of births in
Ba desh are assisted by tra-
ditional birth attendants (daf),
with Edpcr cent being assisted by
trained dais and 57 per cent by
untrained dais. Another one-
fourth of births are assisted by
relatives and friends. Moreover
it is possible that some women
may have reported traditional
birth attendants as their
friends’, since the distinction
between 'friend’ and ‘dai’ is
slight. So the percentage of tra-
ditional birth attendants may
be higher. Less than 10 per cent
of births are assisted by medi-
cally trained personnel
— either doctors (5 per cent) or
nurses, family welfare visitors
(3 per cent).

There has been little change
over time in the proportion of
births assisted by medical per-
sonnel. But very surprisinﬁly
and unfortunately even this
change is not towards develop-
ment but towards risk mother-
hood. Data from the 1993-94
BDHS show that about ]{ldper
cent of births were assisted at
delivery by a doctor, nurse or
midwife. According to 1996-97
BDHS, the analogous figure is
about 8 per cent. As might be
expected, births in urban areas
are more likely to be assisted by
medical personnel (doctors,
nurses or trained midwife) than
in rural areas. It is nearly 35
per cent in urban areas and
nnlgﬁ per cent in rural areas.

eyond all doubt the major-
ity of Bangladeshi women will
continue to give birth at home
with the assistance of dai for a
long time to come. Thus the
training of TBA's is obviously
important. Though the training
programme has already been
started, there is great contro-
versy over such training of
TBA's. No doubt, TBA's are not
the substitute of the trained
medical personnel. But it is not
possible to change the present
practice within a short period,
so it is better to train the TBA's.
Above all, considerable em-
phasis must be placed on the
education of the community
and the family members to en-
courage them so that they may
give up the present practices.

Despair Rules the Lives of Kashmirt Refugees in Delhi

by V Radhika

An estimated 100,000 are in Delhi — sharing the same fate and leading almost similar lives as an estimated
80,000 refugees from Tibet and nearly 5,000 from Afghanistan
who fled their strife-torn homelands.

HAT is it like to be a
V‘}rcfugee in your own
country? What is it like

to flee your home carrying
nothing but terror and despair?

The answers lie in the
cramped cubicles of Delhi's 14
refugee camps which house
Kashmiri Hindus, known as
Pandits, who abandoned every-
thing in the insurgency-bat-
tered state and landed nearly
eight years ago with just one
possession — a will to live — and

just one dream — to return
OIme,
But eight years is a long

time. In these eight years the
trickle of refugees has turned
into a flood. Over 300,000 Hin-
dus have fled the Kashmir Val-
ley and most of them have
sought refuge in neighbouring
Jammu.

An estimated 100,000 are in
Delhi — sharing the same fate
and leading almost similar
lives as an estimated 80,000
refugees from Tibet and nearly
5,000 from Afghanistan who
fled their strife-torn home-
lands. There is just one differ-
ence though — the latter have
sought asylum in another
country; the Kashmiris are

in their own.

It takes a tragedy like the
massacre of 25 Hindu members
of a marriage procession in
Doda in Jammu and Kashmir
for the uputli?xt to turn on the
Kashmirl refugees in Delhi.
Little surprise
sponse of a greying old lady at a
camp in the southern Delhi
nelggbuurhmd of Laljlpat Nagar
to any query is a sullen silence

en that the re-:

and an angry glare. Her
hunched back. bent further by
the burden of bringing up her
four children alone, (her hus-
band was killed by terrorists,
her neighbour said) however
disappears when she musters up
as much dignity as she can and
says: "Don't make a spectacle of
our lives. Give us some privacy."

But she knows, as do the
other inmates at the camp. that
from the moment they fled
their homes under the cover of
darkness nothing was private —
not even grief. The curtains or
the choir mats which separate
the cubicles are their attempt to
have a corner of their own.

Even after living in the
camp at Bapu Dham. near cen-
tral Delhi, lor over eight years,
Suneeta Dhar can vividly recall
her initial reaction when she
was shown her new home. "]
was shocked. 'After living in a
four-storeyed house in Anant-
nag, how will my family live in
this cubby hole?' | asked my-
self." she told India Abroad

News Service. "But, we did not
have a choice. We did have a
relative staying in Delhi, but
how could we move in with
them and for how long. We were
a family of eight. And the space
?llutte to us was ten feet by six
eet.”

But this, as Suneeta and oth-
ers discovered, was just the be-
ginning. It took but a few
months for them to realise that
whether one is a Kashmiri in
the Lajpat Nagar camp or a Ti-
betan in the capital's Majnu ka
Tila area in northern Ihi,

one is a refugee and will be
treated like one. It did not take
long either for them to figure
oul that for all the tall claims
made by the government, their
children were not to be easily
admitted to schools here.

"It took me three months to
realise that my daughter's ad-
mission was possible only
through influence,” says Ganga
Nath Dhar. who owns several
acres of land in Anantnag and
lived in opulence — till 1990.
For the past eight years his
family has been cooped up in
the Bapu Dham camp and has
no illusions about getting out of
it — ever. The family, which
used to eat only the finest food,
now lives on what is distributed
by the government — just rice
and lentils.

Every day Dhar's wife has to
spend at least half an hour try-
ing to clean the rice. After all, it
is not easy for her or anyone for
that matter to cull out the rice
mixed with tiny pebbles! But
then the Dhars are actually not
all that badly off when com-

ared with the Shungloos. At
east they have a room. That ten
people live in a room which
serves as a living-cum-dining-
cum-bedroom-cum-kitchen is a
different thing.

The Shungloos continue to
live in what can at best be called
a pathetically small cubicle.
Prabha Shungloo has tried her
best to give it the look of a
home. A small stove with a steel
box to store cooking items is
her kitchen, a few calendars of
Hindu gods that are stuck on the
curtain is her prayer room and

a thin mattress serves as a liv-
ing room during the day and
I:n;:timum at night for four peo-
ple.

It has been like this for
seven years now. The family
held on in Kashmir while most
of their neighbours fled. But one
morning when Prabha opened
the door to find a notice stuck
on it asking them to get out,
they boarded the first train
leaving Kashmir. Armed with
just a graduate degree, her hus-
band. who was employed in a
private firm back home, is yel
to find a job that will |]:>ay him

enough to take his family out of
the camp.
With the of time and

the possibility of returning
home turning bleaker, the sur-
vival instinct has taken over.
Gone is the camaraderie and
spirit of adjustment that
marked the initial stages of
camp life. The more enterpris-
ing ones have made their lives
comfortable by getting an extra
room.

The Afghan refugees man-
aged to rent accommodation
due to the financial aid pro-
vided by the United Nations
HiFh Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) and the Ti-
betans have their own colony in
Majnu ka Tila. But the Kash-
miri Pandits, who receive a
monthly dole of Rs. 1,500 (835)
from the Indian government,
can neither afford to do neither,

And they continue to fume
silently and long to return to
the home that no more exists.

— [ANS
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The Hindus Who Dared to Stay on in Kashmir Valley

by Binoo Joshi

i O photographs please,”
pleaded Brij Nath Rai-
na, who is among

4,800 Hindus still living in the
Muslim-majority Kashmir
valley. :
He has consistently refused
to shift to the Hindu-dominated
Jammu region of the state
where a majority of his com-
munity has ft_mat:":c living in
refugee camps for t t
years. He feels that pMn
and television footage attract
the attention of terrorists.
Raina, who runs a grocery
shop in Giroo-Noorpoora, a
. Muslim dominated village of
about 700 families, is the father
of six daughters of marriage-

able age, but is in no to
leave behind his land, s and
home for an uncertain future
outside the ;

There are 30 families of
Kashmiri Hindus in the vast
Pirre N village, which

.5 a township. But there

are certain inherent fears that
Raina, like his community
members, has not been able to
OVErcome.

"We are here because our
Muslim brothers do not allow
us to move out,” Madhu Sudan,
a farmer, told India Abroad
News Service. "Here we have our
orchards and fields and do not
have to look for dole from the
government and have big and
nﬁacinuu houses to live in while
those Iin Jammu are cram
one room tenements,” he in
visible contempt of those who
migrated,

Staying back in the valley
has its own problems for the
Kashmiri Pandits. They have
not found prospective ms
for their daugh brides
for their sons. Raina has tried
hard for the t five years to
find matches for his daughters,
but without success,

His lellow community mem-
bers point out the case of San-
tosh Kumar Kaul who has
turned 40 but has not got a bride
for himself despite frantic ef-
forts by his father Janaki Nath
Kaul, an affluent orchardist.
The problem is that the girls
who have migrated to Jammu
do not want to marry into fami-
lies still settled in the valley.

“The girls look for a settled
and safe life and after the mas-
sacres in Sangrama and Wand-
hama, they have become more
fearful of marrying s li
in the valley," saild Mahara
Krishan, whose family mi-
grated in 1990. ,

Hnnza of those who have
stayed back in the valley have
sent their children to Jammu.
Bri] Nath Dhar, a development
worker, stays with his widowed
sister Omajee. The two have
senl their chifldren to Jammu.

They feel that if at all ex-
tremists attack them, at least
their children would be safe.
Emt IiI: wl:l};tt';x: 30 fntl;;uu"“

ere have people
entire fi ies account for Zggh
All the others are in Jammu
and Udhampur. Dhar's son
Sanjay is in Jammu where he
has completed his graduation.
E:lmaju‘a son Upinder too is

ere.

The girls are sent to Jammu
to protect them from abuse by

extremists. Boys are sent to.

study and get jobs in an atmo-
sphere free of tension. The few
who have remained in the val-
ley are here because of their
large land holdings, orchards
a reluctance to live as
refugees. Though terrorists
have created panic with fre-

uent massacres of Hindus,
they feel they are safe sur-
;'nund:d by friendly local Mus-

~India Abroad News Service T

Freedom Fighters: Re

the Liberation War is very
ft:ru.n::uv.lrslgin‘_[%1 and
understandable. ey have
been denied knowledge of their
heritage, which has already
passed over two decades. Those
who were little children or born
after 1971 were robbed of the
glorious past by
misinterpretation or down-
playing of the Liberation
movement and the great strug-
le that the people of
angladesh went through for a
free and sovereign Bangladesh.
Today a visit to the Liberation
War Museum is quenching
their thirst. However, the Mu-
seum can satisfy only a bit of
their craving for the truth. But
it is a beginning. They at least
can get the lead to follow up fur-
ther. They can share some of
the pride of their older genera-
tion and learn to love their
motherland a bit more. They
can understand and respect
their culture, heritage and the
nation. They can stand up with
their head high, knowing how
qudly and bravely their fore-
athers fought to bring inde-
pendence for them. They are cit-
izens of one of the few nations
who have had the privilege to
have an armed struggle to be-
come and independent nation.

Our generation. which par-
ticipated and witnessed the
making of history in one of the
epic moments of Bangalees
failed to make the youth of to-
day. the new generation, aware
of that moment and be a part of
it. Although today we blame the

outh because of their rebel-
ious and disjointed attitude. we
fail to recognize the fact that
ever since Bangladesh came to
being we have been groping in
the dark trying to write indi-
vidual history rather than the
history of the nation and con-

T HE interest of the youth in
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and Pride

by Akku Chowdhury

sponsibility

With the independence of Bangladesh the commitment
of the freedom fighters for the country has not ended. In
1971 they were willing to make the supreme sacrifice. . .

They still have a responsibility to the people

tribute towards a brighter fu-
ture. For the last 27 years our
struggle for freedom took a back
seat and we distorted, told and
retold the historical moments
of 1971 to represent only cer-
tain interest groups. As a result
the essence and the spirit of the
Liberation War got lost and our
existenice as a nation to survive
in resilience became trivial to
the personal interest and sur-
vival of the individual. The
youth fell in the crossfire of our
generation's total about turn in
attitude to the country and ide-
ology. They found us hypocriti-
cal and dishonest. We sold our
soul to the devil and became
part of a rat race that didn't fit
in the bigger backdrop of the
characteristic of a generation
which fought a iberation
Struggle. This double standard
no doubt disappointed the
youth and made them sceptic of
our struggle and us. A gap was
thus created between them and
us. The enemies of the Libera-
tion War took the opportunity
to fill this gap by fitting in a
picture disgracing the Libera-
tion War that seemed more
gullible to the youth in the face
of our failure.

In 1971 when the people of
Bangladesh realized the treach-
ery of the Pakistani military
junta who began the genocide to
crush the Bangalees as a nation,
they rose, in unison, in resis-
tance, This resistance was an

and the land.

unhesitating response against
the wrongdoing of Pakistani
regime against the Bangalee
ple. People from all ks of
ife, all colour and creed felt the
need to fight against the wrath
that had fallen upon them. In
the beginning it seemed like the
call of the day 'to take up arms'
without any collective dﬁ'ectiun
or guidance. People in different
parts of the country on their
own initiative took it as their
obligation to resist the Pak-
istanis. Of course in no time
this force was guided to emerge
into a fierce and disciplined
Mukti Bahini (Freedom Fight-
ers] which ultimately led to our
independence and freedom with
the help of the Indian Forces to
reach our goal in the shortest
possible time of only nine
months. But there can be no
denying the bravery and sin-
cerity of the freedom fighters in
their cause of the Liberation of
their motherland. They were
embedded with the spirit of
freeing the country and its peo-
ple from the shackles of the op-
ressors. Their dream was of a
ree Bangladesh where all peo-
ple will live as equal human be-
ings. These fighters realized
from the very beginning when
they joined that the struggle
will be long, hard and most
probably they will not survive
to see their victory. But one
thing they were sure about was
that the struggle would continue
till the defeat of the Pakistani

Forces. The freedom fighters
were meagerly outfitted and
half fed. Even then nobody
questioned or demanded for
anything better. They were pre-
ared to embrace ?i);ath while
ighting for the liberation of
their country. They were even
willing Lo fight bare hand. They
fought with all their ht and
heart. And they fought like
trfqgers till victory was attained.
any of them didn't survive
and they are buried in un-
marked graves or fields, which
is toda the soil of Iree
Bangladesh. That is their glory.

With the independence of
Bangladesh the commitment of
the freedom fighters for the
country has not ended. In 1971
they were willing to make the
supreme sacrifice of giving
their life for their motherland,

They still have a responsibility

to the people and the land. The
fighters didn't expect anything
for their participation in the
liberation struggle from their
country but the country expects
they continue their service to
the nation for a better tomor-
row till their death. As true
freedom fighters they must
continue to be the ‘conscience of
the nation' and march forward
to reach the dream they had and
their fallen comrades had in
197 1. We have shrugged off our
responsibilities for too long but
it is not too late for us to serve
our culi;:lill‘ltry andl éal;g the re-
sponsibility we ple to

on in 1971 tillpwzlurg death%rg
rephrase John Kennedy's fa-
mous line we asked not what
the country would give to us
rather we asked ourselves what
we could give to the country in
1971. That holds true even to-
day. Let us not shy away from
our responsibility and pride.
Their is still a spark in the cin-
der. don't extinguish ft.

Small, Medium, Big and

LENA Shulha, 30, is the
O:]ln:t:lur of one of the most

prestigious private
cosmetic medicine clinics in
Kiev.

"l am a dentist by trainin
and never thought that [ woul
become involved in business.”
Shulha says.

"My English husband gave
me the idea. He always stressed
that if our relationship did not
work out, I should have my own
business, financial indepen-
dence. Among other things, he
financed the project at the first
stage. I found the premises, ex-
perts, created a company, regis-
tered it as a joint Ukrainian-
English enterprise, and we
started our work.

After four months, the costs
spent in creating the clinic had
been recovered.” She goes on to
add, "The project was unusually

rofitable, and I could have bit

y bit begun to pay back the
debts to my investor if it were
not for the necessity of expand-
ing and purchasing new equip-
ment, considerable duties on
imports ... and still one more
thing -- racket. Yes, 1 had a
meeting with local mafia who,
having found out that we began
to make a bit of money, came to
'skim the cream.” And that's
where all our profit went.”

Few are involved in conduct-
ing well-grounded research on
women's business in Ukraine.
Experts are not inclined to di-
vide entrepreneurs, bankers,
and managers by %fnder. recog-
nising that both men and
women, for the time being. are
forced to build their business in
the tough economic conditions
of the transition period.,

Most people starting up
businesses. both men and
women, tend to borrow money
from friends rather than take
credit from banks.

Social and economic ana-
lysts say this trend is the result
of the harsh credit policy of
Ukrainian financial institutes,
with their high interest rates,
unwillingness to give long-term
credit, and poor terms of re-
payment.

But reality demonstrates
that women's business in

Women's Business
by Iryna Ozhohina

Experts are convinced that concrete obstacles to the
appearance of women's initiatives undoubtedly exist,
but that women must start from their own
positive personal qualities.

Ukraine does indeed have its
particularities. What follows
are the arguments put forth by
the academics at the Lviv Insti-
tute ol Management (LiM), inci-
dentally one of the first educa-
tional institutions in Ukraine,
that proposed creating special
centres to support women's

business.
“According to statistical

data, 70 percent of the unem-
ployed are women,” states one
of the employees at LiM, Liud-
myla Kyzolych, "The reason for
this is not the low level of edu-
cation; women make up 55.2
percent of students in higher
education institutions. So
there’'s no lack of initiative.
Also, according to the analysis
conducted, 60 percent of the
participants in training and re-
training courses are womern. In
addition, the percentage of
women students enrolled in the
Master's of Business Adminis-
tration (MBA) Programme in
the six years of LiM's existence
has grown from 20 percent to 50
percent.”

Moreover, according to ana-
lysts, Ukrainian women can be
characterised by a developed
sense of responsibility. seri-
ousness and a well grounded
approach to organising their
owmn business.

They also take their educa-
tion concerning their future
profession very seriously.

Among the women directors
of commercial medical estab-
lishments, over 90 percent are
prolessional doctors. Women
directors of legal firms are
lawyers by training. Women
bankers most often have a
background in either finance or
economics as well as impres-
sive work records in their field
in contrast to men bankers,
more than half of who were
formerly employed in the Party

or the Young Communist League
and have a degree in engineer-
ing or education.

The division of business into
"women's" and "men’s" sectors
is noticeable,

Women's business are gener-
ally centered on private educa-
tional institutions feor
preschool children, medical
and other services (hair-dress-
ing, cosmetic salons, tutoring
services etc.). In trade and the
sale of food products, the in-
volvement of women and men
is about equal.

Alongside this, there is the
“shuttle” business -- the busi-
ness of buying and re-selling
goods with a rather narrow
profit margin. It is largel
women who take to such wor
as either a secondary or a dis-
tress means to provide for their
families. The profit -- the dif-
ference between the prices mi-
nus the transport costs and
payment to local mafia groups
-- is marginal, and for that rea-
son virtually all individuals

involved in this busjness hide
their income [rom ollicial taxa-

tion.

The "shuttle” business is
born of specific political, eco-
nomic and social factors of the
transition period
(unemployment, wage arrears
elc.) and, according to experts,
is a temporary affair. This, and
the fact that it is part of the
"shadow economy”, makes it
difficult to research.

Estimates of today's reali
are, however, that between 4

rcent and 50 percent of the

krainian economy falls out-
side of the control of the state.
This would safely lead to the
conclusion that a significant
portion of women in business
are operating in the shadow
economy.

The activities of some Amer-

-ﬁ

ican firms in Ukraine can also
be classified as half-legal.
"Mary Kay", "Herbal Life," and
"New Ways" import their prod-
ucts into CIS (Commonwealth
of Independent States) countries
through Moscow, and distribute
them through a network of
small private consultants and
not through official trade or
pharmaceutical services.

The tax control on the activ-
ities of these firms is compli-
cated because of the fact that
their consultants (the majority
of whom are women in the
home} conduct business out of
their private homes. These
women feel that such work has
several advantages. First, by be-
ing based at home, they can si-
multaneously work and attend
to children and family respon-
sibilities; second, it allows
them to avoid unpleasant con-
frontations with mafia groups
and tax inspectors; and third,
they earn decent money. Under-
standably, official statistics
concerning these activities do
not exist,

Academics from the Lviv In-
stitute of Management are
Empnsing to create a women's

usiness centre as a first step
towards strengthening women's
role in economic life.

“The main task of such a
centre will be to conduct Es -
chological training to help
women overcome mental barri-
ers and define those profes-
sional abilities most natural
and effective for development,”
explains Lindmyla Kyzmych, a
doctoral student at the institute.

"And only at the next stage,
will the centre refer women to
training programmes on man-
agement. marketing. account-
ing, information systems. etc.."

Experts are convinced that
concrete obstacles to the ap-

arance of women's initiatives
undoubtedly exist, but that
women must start from their
own positive personal quali-
ties.

But how exactly? By think-
ing: "1 am -- therefore Lﬁere will
be business."

- And that's the way it should

— WFS/News Network
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