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NEW DELHI, July 6: India is
willing to sign a nuclear global
test ban treaty in return for the
lifting of blocks on the transfer
of nuclear-related technology,
Foreign Ministry officials were
i%‘nffﬂd as saying today, reports

Newspaper reports guoted
senior ministry officials as
sa "ng tthat Ntwhﬂtgll would be

o sign the Comprehen-
sive r‘i%st Ban Treaty [Cg'BT] in
return for technology conces-
sions.

The Indian Express said of-
ficials described the offer as
"contingent on the kind of con-
cessions the west is willing to
offer.”

But the paper added: "At the
same time, there is no question
of halting the ongoing pro-
gramme to weaponise and de-
-~ ploy nuclear missiles."

India staged a series of nu-
clear tests in May, triggering a
matching response from arch-
rival Pakistan. The detona-

tions drew severe international
condemnation and selective
sanctions.

foreign secretary K. Ragh

The Indian Express quoted
unath

as saying that India was also

repared to relinquish its insis-

tence on being recognised as a
nuclear power by the declared
nuclear weapons states if nu-
clear-related power by the de-
clared nuclear weali;ona states if

nuclear-related tec

nology was

granted to New Delhi.
Rfcllghunath said the attempt
woul

in which nuclear denial

be to "bring in a system
ased

on the nuclear Non Prolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT) is abolished.”

India has traditionally op-

posed the 1996 CTBT, branding
it discriminatory and an at-

India willing to sign CTBT ||
in return for technology ||
CONCesSioNns

tempt by the five declared nu-
clear powers Britain, China,
France, Russia and the United
States — to retain their nuclear
dominance, it refused to ratify

the treaty last ;
The 1968 ]\ﬁ.ralm opposed

" by India, restricts the transfer

of dual-use technology — which
could have weaponry applica-

tjons — to non-nuclear weapons

states which are not signatories
to the treaty.

Pakistan has also refused to
sign both pacts.

The Times of India said In-
dia's offer was part of a
control exercise followi e
May tests, which have included
several diplomatic visits
abroad to try and explain Indi-
a's position. India says its secu-
rity concerns — it has fought
border war with both Pakistan
and China since its indepen-
dence — have not been under-
stood.
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moved to impose Arabic as the sole official language, Sunday in Algiers, on the 36th
anniversary of Algerian independence. The law would prohibit official use of other
languages, including French, which is widely used in cities.

- — AP/UNB photo
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Violence flares up in Belfast
as troops halt march

BELFAST, July 6: Violence
flared Sunday night in Belfast
and several other towns in
Ireland as angry
demonstrators set fire to cars
and built barricades after police
and troops blocked a highly
symbolic march by the
Protestant Orange Order in
Portadown, reports AFP.

In Belfast police twice fired
rubber bullets to disperse
demonstrators who attacked
them with petrol bombs in the
city centre.

By Sunday evening, more
than 10 cars had been torched
in Belfast alone, according to
the security forces.

Several barricades of
burning tyres went up in
Protestant loyalist area of
Belfast and in the towns of
Ballymena in the north and
Milisle, both radical loyalist
strongholds as well as in
Lisburn, Carrickefergues and
Antriam.

Police reported no casualties
or arrests. :

In a separate incident, eight

e were arrested in Newry, a
Catholic majority town in the
south of the province, as they
were to set fire to a
Protestant building. -

The situation was actually
far more calm in Portadown it-
self where hundreds of
organgement have settled in for
a lengthy face-off with about
2,000 police and soldiers
preventing them marching
through a Catholic area of the
town along a route used since
1807 by the Orange Order.

The recently created
Independent Parades
Commission banned the
marchers from going down the
Garvaghy Road through a
staunchly republican area to
avoid a repeat of the violence
which marred the same march
last year and in 1996.

e Orange Order had vowed
to ignore the ban Sunday but
the 2,500 marchers were forced
to stop half way along their
route by an impressive
deployment of police and
troops.
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tempt to make a 10 storey human tower in the Catalan
town of Terassa 50 km north of Barcelona, Sunday.
Human pyramid building has a long tradition in the
region of Catalonia.

ROK to close
20 embassies,

consulates

SEOUL, July 6: Cash-
strapped South Korea is to close
20 overseas embassies and con-
sulates and cut 50 diplomatic
posts as part of a drive aimed at
whittling down expenses, offi-
cials said today, reports AFP.

The Foreign Ministry said it
would shut the low-priority
missions by the end of this year
to save an unspecified amount
of money.

"We will shut down these
missions gradually until the
end of the year or thereabouts,”

a Forei inistry spokesman
told A.F%’n

Other officials said the
streamlining was "in line with
government efforts to beat the
economic crisis.”

Only six missions have been
earmarked for closure so far, an
official said — embassies in
Belgium, Uruguay, the
Cameroon, Gambia and Yu-
goslavia and a consulate, in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

Fifty diplomatic posts will
be eliminated over 1998 and
1999, officials said, adding that
Elans to buy new buildings to

ouse Seoul's missions abroad
would be shelved for the time
being.

16 Tamil Tiger

— AP/UNB photo | syspects arrested

4 killed in Malaysia car crash: o
cars crashed into each other at a hairpin bend, killing four

people and leaving six others injured in western Malaysia, the
national news agency reported yesterday, AP says from Kuala

Lurnpur.

One of the cars skidded and went out of control, causing the

crash late Sunday near the town of Ipoh in Perak state,
Bernama news agency said, quoting police. Two people were
killed instantly. while two others died in lpoh Hospital. police
said. All were in the same car,

Ahmadiyxa Muslims meet In Canada:

About '8,000 madiyya Muslims from around the world
?athertd at a Mosque to celebrate their right to religious
reedom in Canada, AP reports from Ontario.

“In my country, people are prosecuted for their retiginus be-
liefs,” Mujib-ur-Rahman, a lawyer for Pakistan's Supreme
Court, told members Sunday at the finale of the weeklong con-
vention. "No one has a right to superiority." The main purpose
of the convention was for members to learn more about their
religion, said Naseem Mahdi, president of Canada's Ahmadiyya
Musliim community.

Five electrocuted in Chinas: 4 tamiy of

five was electrocuted while trying to adjust their television
antenna, the Lao Dong (Labour) newspaper reported yesterday,
AP says from Hanoi.
The incident occurred last Wednesday in the southernmost
rovince of An Giang. A couple and their three children were
lled when the antenna fell onto a power line.

Troops attack Moro rebels: rhiippine

troops fired mortar shells at Muslim separatist guerillas in
Maguindanao province both sides said yesterday, AFP says
from Philippines.

Regional military spokesman Rosque Garingalao said sol-
diers fired two mortar shells at about 100 guerillas of the Mus-
lim insurgent Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) on Sunday
al’tert they were observed preparing to attack a military detach-
ment.

Tornado leaves 11 dead in E. China: »

violent tornado whig: ed through eastern China killing 17
people and leaving gﬁ seriously injured. news reports said
yesterday, AFP says from Beijing.

The tornado and torrential rain swept through Suxi county
in Anhui province on July 2 and levelled two villages, the
Yangcheng Evening News said. More than 1,000 houses col-
lapsed in 11 nearby villages, the newspaper said.

Esca mmate caught in US: A
Phnncdd tip helped authorities arrest an inmate who esca
rom a Mississippi sheriff and then cvaded and eight-day
manhunt in Alabama where he was sought in the killing of a
police officer, AP says from Pascagoula, US.

Mario Centobie was arrested on Sunday near the Missis-
sippi-Alabama state line, 415 kilometers from where he had
been sought by hundreds of authorities in the slaying of Moody.
Alabama, police officer Keith Turner was killed June 27.

Blast kills teenager in Moscow: »

14-ycar old boy was killed "yesterday when he tried to
disassemble an artillery shell, a news agency said. AP reports
from Moscow.
The boy found the shell lying outside a munitions depot lo-
cated near the village of Talovy, in Russia's Far East rcglcFr?. the
ITAR-Tass news agency reported, quoting the local police.

Philippine grounds US choagers:
The Philippiric air forcé grounded its fleet of about 3 -made
MG-520 attack helicopters yesterday while it investigated wh
lwo of the aircraft collided, killing three people, officials Balcr
AP says from Manila,

The two helicoplers, struck each other and crashed shortly
after taking ofl from a southern Philippinc air force base Sun-
day, killing three men in one chopper. er force spokesman Col.
Jose Mendoza said the helicopters will be inspected and remain
grounded until the cause of Sunday's accident is determined.

Death penalty for Aum member sought:
Japanese prosecufors for the first time yesterday sought the
death penalty for a former Aum Supreme Truth cult member
charged with murder, AFP says from Tokyo.

Kazuaki Okazaki. 37, is one of six people, including guru
Shoko Asahara charged with murdering anti-Aum Jawyer 'F:lut-

sumi Sakamoto, his wife and - .
S 1580, their one-year old son in Novem

COLOMBO, July 6: Police ar-
rested 16 Tamil Tiger suspects
in the attack on a former rebel
turned politician while he was

visltlnF a prison near Colomba,
officials said Monday, reports
AP.

"It is too early to say what
course the investigation and
trial will take, but a beginning
has been made,” said San-
garapillai Sivadasan. a leader

of the Eelam People's Demo-
cratic Party (EPDPJ.

Douglas Devananda, secre-
tary general of the EPDP, was
beaten into coma Ist week in the
prison in Kalutara, 40 kilome-
tres south of Colombo. De-
vananda had gone to the prison
to check on the condition of
Tamil militants being held
there.

After Dolly,
now cloned

calves

TOKYO, July 6: Two female
cloned calves have been born in
Japan, using the same tech-
nique that produced Britain's
Dolly the sheep— the world's
first adult-animal clone, an of-
ficial said today. reports AFP.

The female twin calves were
born Sunday in Ishikawa pre-
fecture. central Japan, exactly
two years after the birth of

Dﬂl'll‘ﬂ

e calves were born more
than a month premature, and
about 40 per cent underweight
al 18 kilograms and 17 kilo-
grams each.

They are the world's first
calves Fmdum:d by cloning cells
taken from an adult cow with
unfertilized eggs, calves had
previously been successfully
cloned through the cultivation
of ova with fertilised egg cells or
somatic cells from a cow foetus.

Japan last year decided on a
policy of banning clone studies
on humans, while promoting
them on livestocks. The new
technique is h to be used to
breed better cattle strains with
higher-quality beef or greater
milk capacity, the official said.

Assad appoints

new intelligence
chief

LONDON, July 6: Syrian
l:'1'\1':51«:11.:1'51‘5t Hafez Xl-ﬁ'mua haln
appointed a new mi intel-
ligence chief to re lact:rgyeneral
Bashir Najjar sacked over alle-

ations of fraud, the London

ased Al-Qod Al-Arabi daily re-
ported in its Monday edition,
reports AFP.

The newspaper said that As-
sad and nl%‘n:d a presidential
decree Saturday appointing
Etgr?lmm%hamm:gny hakka,

ead of the Syrian 'S CO

of engineers as Chief of Intelli-
gence.,

It quoted Syrian officials as
describing Shakka, a former
intelligence chief in the region
of Queneitra and had of security
for troops serving with
the allited troops during the
1991 Gulf War — "as a powerful
man trusted by President Assad
who considers him the right
person for difficult missions."

Holbrooke concludes talks
to defuse Kosovo crisis

BELGRADE, July 6: US envoy
Richard Holbrooke ended three
days of talks to defuse the crisis
in Kosovo on Sunday saying a
change in its status within
Yugoslavia was needed to stop
bloodshed, reports Reuters.

"Some change in the current
status of Kosovo within the
boundaries, the international
boundaries, of Yugoslavia is es-
sential in our view," Holbrooke
told reporters after a final
meeting with Yugoslav Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic.

He said the decision on any
change was "up to the people of
Yugoslavia and declined to be
drawn on whether Milosevic

_agreed with him.”

Ending his latest round of
intensive shuttle diplomacy be-
tween Belgrade and Kosovo's
capital Pristina, Holbrooke
chose his words-carefully to de-
scribe the results of his mis-
sion.

"I'm not going to say it's
making progress because that
would be misleading. but it's
certainly not a failure,” Hol-
brooke said.

"The mission continues,”
Holbrooke said. noting that US
ambassador
Christopher Hill who assisted

to Macedonia

in the talks would return to
Pristina before weekend.

"It neither succeeded nor
failed, it simply continues in-
tensively.”

Holbrooke, who brokered
the end to the Bosnia war, has
said violence in Kosovo could
tﬂ%:r another Balkan war. He
had found no signs of a unified
command structure among eth-
nic Albanian guerillas fighting
for Kosovo's independence.

Some 300 people have been
killed Serbian security forces
began a crackdown this year on
the guerillas.

Asked if the Kosovo Libera-
tion Army (KLA) had a com-
mand structure that would al-
low them to participate in talks
with Belgrade, Holbrooke said,
"I don't know but I would doubt
it at this point.”

It doesn't appear to but the
would have to come forward,
identify their leaders and see if
they have a role to play in this

He said he was not convinced
that ethnic Albanians outside
the province had much control
over gunmen in Kosovo.

He issued a warning against
what he said were reports of a
recent rash of tit for tat kid-

nappings in Kosovo by Serbs of
ethnic Albanians and vice
versa.

We think any people who
had been taken hostage or kid-
napped by either side whatever
the circumstances should be re-
leased, he said.

He again endorsed moderate
ethnic Albanian leader
Ibrahim Rugova as the key fig-
ure backed by the US and other
Western powers,

Road mishap
27 Hindu devotees
killed in India

NEW DELHI, July 6: At least
27 religious devotees died and
50 were injured when a truck
plunged into a ravine in north-
ern India, the Press Trust of In-
dia reported today. reports AFP.

The news agency said the ac-
cident occurred around mid-
night near the town of Shimla,
in the Himalayan foothills in
the state of Himachal Pradesh.

It said more than 100 people
were clinging to the truck and a
trolley it was towing. The dead
and injured were returning
from a prayer meeting at a
nearby Hindu temple.

China, US plan to hold
llitary exercises

BEIJING, July 6: China and
the United States are planning
joint military exercises to start
undoing years of mistrust be-
tween the two sides, the official
China Daily reported today, re-
ports AFP.

In an editorial to mark US
President Bill Clinton’s land-
mark visit here, the newspaper
said small-scale joint maneu-
vers could go ahead.

"It is possible the two sides
will hold joint military exer-
cises on a small scale in the
near future, including partici-
pation in a non-military on-sea
rescue or anti-piracy exercises,”
the editorial said.

"The cooperation between
the two sides will reduce mutual
skepticism and help avoid
strategic confrontations,” it
added.

During Clinton's summit in
Beijing on June 27, the two
sides agreed not to target their
strategic nuclear weapons at
each other and signed three
joint statements on landmines,
nuclear non-proliferation and
biological weapons.

also agreed to increase
military exchanges, including
the observation of each other's
military exercises and the co-
ordination of efforts for disas-
ter relief.

"With the existence of the
Taiwan issue and the Korean
peninsula problem, as well as
the issues of n::jginnal nuclear
proliferation and the prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass de-
struction, the two sides in-
evitably share common secu-
ﬂti{l interests.,” the editorial
said.

New Zealand Post
cancels stamps

on Diana

AUCKLAND, New Zealand,
July 6: New Zealand Post an-
nounced Monday it has can-
celled an issue of stamps com-
memorating the first anniver-
sary of the death of Diana,
Princess of Wales, reports AP.

The postal service said it was
concerned about the "over-
commercialisation” of the
princess' death, and added that
a four-month wait for approval
for the stamps from the Diana,
Princess of Wales Memorial
Trust meant the company could
not meet print deadlines.,

The stamps, featuring a pho-
tngra;l?h of Diana, were sched-

or

uled issue on Aug. 26 but
were withdrawn rom the
stamp programme.
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Trial ef 1st Bosnian Serb accused-:l -

of war crimes begins

THE HAGUE. Netherlands,
July 6: A Bosnian Serb accused
of orchestrating atrocities
against scores of Muslims and
Croats in three notorious
prison camps is going on trial
in the Yugoslav war crimes tri-
bunal's first genocide case, re-
ports AP,

Milan Kovacevic, 57. is
charged with genocide, war
crimes and crimes against hu-
manity for his "key role” in
atrocities committed in the Pri-
jedor municipality of northwest
Bosnia in 1992.

He has pleaded innocent to
genocide and was scheduled to
enter a plea to the other charges
before his trial got under way
Monday. If convicted, he faces a
maximum life sentence.

His trial, the UN court's sev-
enth, was initially scheduled
for May but was delayed when
prosecutors filed additional
charges against him. He now
faces a total of 15 counts.

Prosecutors and defense
lawyers were scheduled to pre-
sent their opening arguments in
the trial, which will publicise
alleged atrocities in three of the
Bosnian war's most infamous
prison camps. Omarska, Ker-
aterm and opolje.

According to his indictment,
Kovacevic, an anesthesiologist,
was amnnf a %’uup of munici-
pal officials who engineered a
violent campaign to expel
Bosnian Muslims and Croats
from Prijedor between April
and December 1992,

Kovacevic was the vice-
president of the so-called "Cri-
sis Staff,” which ordered at-
tacks on non-Serb villages. the

—

seizure

and detention of
Bosnian Muslims and Croats

and the establishment of prison

carfll%s.
e alleged atrocities began
with attacks on non-Serb vil-

luges involving heavy artillery
bombardments by Serb forces,
Some of those who survived the
attacks were executed. Many
others were rounded up and
taken to one of the camps.

The Prince of Wales talks with members of the gi
Nathalie Appleton, Shaznay Lewis, Melanie Blatt and Nicole Appleton, during party in
the Park, a concert in aid of the Prince's Trust at Hyde Park in London Sunday. The
Prince's Trust is a charity headed by Prince Charles. The open-air concert has attracted
thousands of pop music fans to the one day central London festival.

Off the Record

Cricket de la peanut

PHNOM PENH: Residents in Cambodia's capital Phnom
Penh are licking their lips over the arrival of a favourite local
delicacy — crickets. reports Reuters.

The seasonal invasion of the insects. during a full moon in
the early part of the rainy season. is considered a bonanza,
sparking a rush to capture and cash in on the bugs.

UK Heang sells crickets at Phnom Penh's central market.
The 15-year-old vendor said she buys the insects from cricket
hunters who work in the countryside around the city. She sells
about 2,500 of the insects a day, earning about 40,000 Riel. Four
members of her family are involved in the cricket business,
"The cricket hunters dig holes in the ground where the crickets
are living and pour in watcr, forcing them out,” she said.

Chhum Him. enjoying a beer with some friends at a city
restaurant. says he's a big fan of crickets — lightly grilled with a
peanut placed in the abdomen.

“They smell delicious when they're properly cooked,” he said.

For sake of perfection

NEW YORK: Hauling 40 pounds (18 kilos) of equipment on
eight-kilometres marches with only three hours of sleep wasn't
too appealing for cast members of "Saving private Ryan,”
reports AP.

Before filming began on Steven Spielberg's new movie, Tom
Hanks and the cast endured a 10-day boot camp under the
instruction of a former Marine captain.

Most wanted to bail out after four days. but Hanks voted to
stay.

'It was absolutely necessary to do it right," Hanks told
Newsweek for its July 13 issue. "It Pprobably would have been
more fruitful if it were twice as long.

8. B
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New Bangladesh High Commissioner to Canada

M.
Aminul Islam seen with the Governor General of Canada
Romeo LeBlanc immediately after presentation of his
credentials in Ottawa recently.

Tibetans hope US will
push talks with China

NEW YORK. July 6: Days af-
ter the Chinese president
opened the door to talks with
the Dalai Lama, more than
1.000 ple crowded a Central
Park field Sundgg to celebrate
the first World Tibet Day, re-
ports AP.

With a mass meditation,
music, dance and s hes in
Central Park's Great Hill, the
event united activists ﬂgnhting
for human rights in Tibet,
which China seized in 1950.

US President Bill Clinton
put the spotlight on the Tibet is-
sue during his recent visit to
China when he urged Chinese
President Jiang Zemin to begin
a dialogue with the exiled spiri-
tual leader.

Ji said that as long as
the Dalai Lama was willing to
acknowledge that Tibet is part
;:nf Chi{'n.:a "the door to dia-
ogue tiation is open.”

"We are celebrating the little
achievements in Beijing last
week," said Bhuchung Tsering,
director of the International
Campaign for Tibet, based in
Washington DC.

Hut Clinton needs to he more
active In following up on what
was started, Tsering said.

Reb Benjamin Gilman,
chairman of the House Interna-
tional Relations Committee, is
a critic of Clinton's policy of
eng:-.ll_fement with China.

e said they would get to
like each other, and that cer-
tainly isn't impressing upon
Jiang Zemin about what has to
be done,” Gilman said at the cel-

ebration, referring to the Chi-
nese president and the Dalai
Lama.

The Dalai Lama supports Ti-
betan autonomy within China
rather than independence.
However, Tibetans refuse to ac-
cept China's contention that
their homeland was always

of China.

Though they welcomed
Jiang's apparent willingness to
discuss the issue, several Ti-
betans questioned whether it
would translate into auton-

nmxl.‘
hey were just talking
about their personal views.,”
Tsamla Tsamla, a 24-year-old
Tibetan who lives in Queens
said of Clinton and Jiang.
';dehan:'s no improvement in Ti-

Dressed in a traditional
robes. Tsamla and hundreds of
other Tibetans living in the
New York City region attended
the celebration, which coin-
cided with the Dalai Lama's
63rd birthday.

Brahma Das, one of the or-

nisers of the event. said simi-
ar festivities were held around
tlie notion in Denver and
Clicain and in Australia. New
Zealand, Canada and Switzer-
land.

Standing in front of a mi-
crophone, World Tibet Day
founder Ma Jaya Bhagavati

Tibetans to persevere
. ou ml;lll stand up .... ‘nll‘ud
your heri strong.”
I:leli lpeakmg m lntgnlcrn-

phone.



