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Child murder

Police yet to
ascertain

motive

By Staff Correspondent

The grand mother of Naim
the seven year old child al
legedly slaughtered by his
mother on Thursday, and a
maid at their flat. gave judicial
statements before the Chiel
Metropolitan
Court yesterday

Naim's mother Nargis al-
legedly slaughtered him and
then tried to commit suicide by
stabbing in her throat with a
kitchen knife at their flat in
North Kamalapur in the city.

Nargis. wile ol Abul Hasan,
was now at Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital under police cus-
tody. Her condition remained
critical till last night.

DB police were yrt 1o ascer:
tain the motive behind the
killing. DB sources said adding
that Nargis had been mentally

Magistrate s

depressed for the last few
months

DB was now investigating if
any third party was invol in

the incident. The kitchen knife

allegedly used in the killing was

sent to linger print experts.
DB produced Naim's
mother. Maksuda an

nd-

yesterday alternoon. A magis-
Sec Page 12 (ol 2

Gujral’s statement
misleading: BNP

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhulyan yesterday
rotested the remark of former
ndian Prime Minister 1K Gu-
jral that BNP Chairperson Be-
gum Khaleda Zia had ex
satisfaction over the Ganges
water sharing treaty. reporls
UNB.
The BNP secretary general
termed such statement as mis-

leading.
Gujral, who recently visited

Dhaka and held talks with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Leader of the tion m
Khaleda Zia former Presi-
dent HM Ershad, reportedly
told BBC that the Ban adeal:l
leacders had sal:
isfaction over ﬁ: waler o
-huﬁ treaty was signed =y
Indian capital of New Delhi on
December 12, 1996.
Jetersing to B o oy
Gujral an um ;
il E an said I.Ll';lat Blg
um Zia told Gujral that Dy
- the treaty élﬂnﬁladcsh -
due share was and the
countiry was now incurring

losses.

The BNP chief also told him
that the people of Bangladesh
had rejected this unequal water
treaty as the country's interest
was by uﬂ?] ECTrdlt

After signi the treaty,
Bhuiyan :fl?l that BNP had

staged demonstrations pro-
t:ﬂnﬁm treaty, which was
publis in different newspa-

both at home and abroad.
EHF js still protesting the

treaty through various political

prognmmc:B.
BCL, Shibir
activists clash
in Ctg Jail

CHITTAGONG, July 3: Ac-
tivists of the student wings of
lami clashed in the Chittagong
Jail today over acrimonious
remarks, reports UNB.

Jail sources :
each other and exchan ed

brickbats for about 20 minu
from 4.45 . but no casualty

gﬂT Jail how-
ever, t the tion un-
der

control.
The clash =rurlu:l when sup-

ers of Islami  Chhatra
ghibjr made acrimonious re-
marks on four activists of pro-

mi League Chhatra League
::1 the latter were returning

to their cell after meeting visi-
tors. :

Notice
Star Literature could not be

blished today due to un-
E:aidahle rtangnn- The in-

convenience caused to our
readers is regretted.

Inside Today
Article

The Economy:
Views from

Donors’ Desk
Column: Beneath the
Surface
by Abdul Bayes

Page 4
Supplement

A two-page supple-
ment on the
‘Independence Day
of the United States
of America’ on

| Pages6&7
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Draft Wom an & Child Repression Prevention Law

l Anti-terrorism clauses

likely to be dropped

The provisions to combal
acts ol terrorism will be
dropped from the proposed
‘Nari O Shishu Nirjatan Damon
Ain. 1998 against the backdrop
of widespread criticism from
various sections of the civil so-

1'11*.'*!11!I

1c proposed law seeking
stricter punishment for deadly
crimes against women and
children in particular and cer-
tain forms of terrorist activities

By Reaz Ahmad

Against citizens in gencral was
carlier nﬂpmvn:l by the Cabinet
on March 30 last. But it will be
placed before the Cabinet again
to drop the ’'anti-terrorism’
clauses.

“There is likelihood of
taking back this pro law
to the Cabinet soon.” Law. Jus-
tice and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Abdul Matin Khasru
told The Daily Star yesterday.
He confirmed that clauses 13,

14. 16 and 17 of the
law, which were to
combat some specific acts of
terrorism, would be dropped
from it now.

While inaugurating a work-
shop in the city on June 24,
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
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Italy

ST DENIS (France), July 3:
France beat Italy 4-3 in a
shoot-out here today to
heir place in the World

Cup semi-finals, reports AFP.
will the winner
of Saturday's y-Croatia

quarter-final match.

France won the shoot-out
when Luigi di Biagio fired his
attempt off the bar.

There was little hint that
the match would ﬁ to a ?malty
shoot-out when, in a pulsati
start, Zidane blazed a half-vol-
ley from Emmanuel Petit's cor-

questioned the necessity of in- | ner over the bar and then raked

clusion of terrorism-related
rovisions in the proposed
oman and Child Repression

See Page 12 Col 1

Meg‘hnaghat power Eroject

Final negotiations with
AES resume July 8

By Sharier Khan

The Power Development
Board (PDB) is at last going to
hold the final negotiations with
US company over the 300
MW-450 MW Meghnaghat pri-
vate sector power scheme from
July 8. breaking a year-old
deadlock, sources said.

The Energy Ministry has
taken another step to stag-
nation in another privalc sec-
tor scheme led by AES, the
Haripur 350 MW power plant.
An inter-ministerial meeting
on the scheme was held on
Wednesday to resolve some
technical and tax related issues.
Recommendations of this meet-
ing will be sent to the Prime

Hlnlulﬂl;:rnlﬂmlum o
Anot

ject in Baghabari ledpgngriuuh
company Midland Power has
become uncertain. PDB, which

was su to Prﬂ\"lﬂﬂ a cer-

tain site for the proposed plant,
has declined to provide that.

| mt site hulut; lhﬂll!

Passenger trains
plying over BJMB today

one kilometre away from the
original.

idland Power is saying
that it can not proceed with the
original financial and techni-
cal plans as the whole configu-
ration of the project now re-
quires to be :

All the private sector
schemes, including the th
naghat project, have fallen
more than one year behind
schedule and the country is al-
ready running the risk of fac
a constant load-shedding of
MW daily from the year 2000.

The Meghnaghat scheme was
delayed because of disagree-
ments between AES and the ne-
gotiators-PDB over the initial
operation period. technical de-
tails of the proposed plant and
finally, the brand of the ma-
chinery.

As per the PDB's recommen-
dations, the Cabinet Purchase
Committee earlier this year
imposgse-iow conditions on

~ See Page 12 Col 4

ins to start

By Staff Correspondent

Passenger trains will start
plying over the Bangabandhu
Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge
today.

Inter-city passenger train
Padma Express will start from
Rajshahi at 6:00 am for a five-
hour journey to Bangabandhu
East Station at Ibrahimabad,
about 110 km from Dhaka. The
train will return from there at
noon, Railway officials said.

The Dhaka-bound
however, will have to take bus
from the station to reach the
capital.

"A selected number of buses
will be available at Banga-
bandhu East Station for the
Dhaka-bound passengers of
Padma Express,” a Railway of-
ficial said. But BR will have no
direct involvement in this, he
w’ﬁ' lan

ep to operate one
of trains in the route furpt?ljll:-
timebeing.” said another
source, adding that some more
passenger trains and freight

trains would be operated later.
Meanwhile, the authoritics

have already undertaken cer-
tain measures for passenger
when train crosses the
brldFe. Railway officials said.
"Instructions for pa er
safety will be written in each
ent of the express

train," director general of
Bangladesh Railway Atikul Hu-
sain Khan, told The Daily Star

Steward will make sure that the
safely instructions are strictly

followed, he added.
Besides announcements will

also be made cautio people
not to their hands out of
the windows then train gets on
to the bridge.” he said.

Doors of carriages and also
of toilets will be locked at that

time.

WB project proposal
for food security

system submitted

World Bank has submitted to
the government a 27-year pro-

ject (1998-2025) for sustainable

rural development strategy to
build up a food aﬂ:urlt{l r?‘gltl:rn
in the country, :

A six-member delegation of
the Bank, led by its Director of
Rural Development Alex Mc-
Calla, submitted the projec
proposal to LGRD and -

| tives Minister Zillur Rahman

gt his office in the city yester-
aYThe delegation said WB
would provide financial, insti-
tutional and technological as-
sistance in implementing a
long-term rural development
stra to build up a strong ru-
ral infrastructure, ment
on agriculture and irrigation
system, and for procurement,
supply, preservation and mar-
keting of cooperatives-based
agricultural products.

jshahi to

e - —

Tickets will be available at
all the stations along the route.
However, Rajshahi bound pas-
sengers from Dhaka will have
to buy their tickets from
Bangabandhu East Station for
the time being. Railway offi-
cials said.

Passenger fare from Ra-
angabandhu East
Station has been fixed at Tk 70
for economy class and Tk 205
for first class.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Quarterfinals
Holland vs Argentina, 8:30 pm
BST
Germany vs Croatia, 1:00 am

| BST

6 killed, 24 hurt
1n road accidents

Four people were killed and
24 others injured in road acci-
dents in Chittagong. My-
mensingh and Tangail yester-
day, reports UNB.

Two people were killed and
20 others injured in a road ac-
cident at Mastannagar in Mir-
ersarai thana of Chittagong dis-
trict yesterday.

The accident occurred when
a Dhaka bound passenger bus

collided with a truck coming

from opposite direction.
Identity of the deacd could not

be known immediately. The

| #ijured were sent (o Mirepsarai
health complex.

See Page 12 Col 6

Green chilli sells
at Tk 80 per kg

By Staff Correspondent

The prices of green chilli n:F
istered a sharp rise while

onion, another vital ingredient
of average bangalee dishes, also
made some gains in city's mar-
kets.

A kilogram of green chilli
was selling between Taka 80
and 100, depending on its size
and quality at city's New Mar-

ket yesterday evening.

n prl{:es ranged between
Taka 20 to 22, on size
and quality, up from last week's

|

| Tealiah™captain’ |

a low drive just wide of Gian-
luca Pagliuca’s far post.
Seconds later, Emmanuel
Petit sent in an overhead kick
which the Italy keeper palmed

o' g

| s ﬁ# -
s AN Ll 4

o Maldini (R) is challefigéd by French
during- their Werld Cup quarterfinal match yesterday.
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WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE
OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605857, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 881905
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over at full stretch and lone
striker Stephane Guivarch'h
volleyed in Didier Deschamps'
;lr::l from the narrowest of an-
It was one-way traffic, but
Italy nearly stole the lead after
eight minutes when Francesco
Moriero chip over a Cross
for Christian Vieri, only for the
tournament's joint top scorer to

WORLD CUP '98

send his header wide.

France immediately wrested
back control, with Zidane and
Djorkaeff probing an unsettled
Italian defence, while Italy's re-
Jigged midfield failed to make

any %mgn:ss.
Christian Karembeu nearly

broke the deadlock in the 24th
minute, when he worked a one-

See Page 12 Col 7
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midfielder Chris

tian Karap!nheu
— AFP photo

There had been less than
normal rainfall in June, the
month when monsoon starts,
the data compiled by the Meteo-
rological Department shows.

is abnormally r rain-
fall during the month of June
can well be attributed to a num-
ber of reasons, said senior me-
teorologist Sajedur R?hman
appearance of a power-
ful c{\:lunc in the Arabian Sea,
which ran havoc on the Gujrat
coast of India, is one such rea-
son

'fhccyclnnelcftlheﬂmttcn

By Shehab Ahmed

days of June without rains, de-
Iaﬂng the arrival of monsoon,
which usually gets set on the
tenth of June, he said. There
had been less rain-bearing ac-
tivities in the Bay of due
to the affect of the cyclone.
Around mid-June a depres-
sion in the Bay of Bengal moved
towards the Orissa coast,
ing away with it the rains to-
wards north-west India.
Finally, a strong presence of
Tibetan anti-cyclone pressure,
which usually dlsagp:ars in
summer, remained hung over

fﬂkﬁmmmmdndmmﬁuhnnemt&wvday

Bangladesh at 10,000 feet and
above the surface.

Because of its strong influ-
ence. the southerly current of
south-westerly monsoon could
not enter the mainland
Bangladesh, deflecting to the
north-west, towards India.

In the lower part of the at-
mosphere, there was a
southerly incursion. Because of
the upper atmospheric anti-cy-
clonic pressure all moisture
moved towards India, virtually
causing rain during the last

See Page 12 Col 3
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out of race

| Holders

bea

daring

Danes

- 3-2

NANTES, July 3: Holders
Brazil took their anticipated

. place in the World Cup semifi-

nals today. recovering from an
early setback to beat Denmark
3-2 In a fast and furious en-
counter, Reuters.

First-half goals by veteran
striker Bebeto and midfielder
Rivaldo, both made by accurate
l::asm from Ronaldo put them
n charge after Martin Jor-
gensen's opener from Denmark
after only 95 seconds.

But the Danes refused to lie
down and levelled again, early
in the second half, with a fine
goal from Brian Laudrup before
another Rivaldo strike, taken
from their tradition of long-
range shooting starts, hruu%:
the sound of the Samba to
Beaujoire Stadium on the hour.

It was clear from the flow of

' the game that Brazil had met

their match in this quarterfinal
as daring Denmark often
carried the game to them and
also, when required, defended
with a determination that led to
a spate of cautions on both
sides.

The four-time winners and
defending. champions, who
struggled to produce their best
‘carnival’ style soccer, had to
fight for c\rt:rythil}g and, despite
enjoying most of the posses-
sion, were forced to raise their
game in tempo and commit-
ment to go through.

Denmark were always in the
game as they worked to keep

alive their hopes of progressi
with a solid team djsplay all.lgﬁ

. to flashes of world-class skill
. from the La

rpr they talented
prove were as ed as
any of their opponents. ‘
A piece of brilliant quick-
thinking by Danish Captain
Michael Laudrup who took a
near-instant free-kick after
Brazilian captain Dunga had
fouled striker Peter Moeller

created the opening goal— the
150th of the tourmament— after

just 95 seconds.

He supplied his brother
Brian Laudrup whose reversed
pass into a crowded penalty
area was met by Jorgensen's
oblique run and he scored with
a low left-foot shot from 15 me-
tres.

Bebeto levelled after 11 min-
utes when Ronaldo, dro
de? to find space, fou m
with a clever angled pass be-
hind the defence, Bebato ran
clear, shaking off his marker,

See Page 12 Col 8
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Life...
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Celebrating 222 years of .
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