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KJI’J 1‘.I"u"ITH A HOT FUTURE: Michael Owen {(‘} edvaneee whlle Argentlne defender Nelson
Vivas (R) struggles to keep him in check at Saint Elienne.

Beckham: From hero to villain

—AFP photo

PARIS, July 1 (AFP/ Inter-
net): Multi- mllhenaire David
Beckham is the boy who has ev-

er}'thin%l
ash cars, the pop star
fiancee, the trophy-studded ca-
reer and the lavish houses all
belong t David Beckham.
Then, to put the most golden
of finishes to his personal trea-
sure cheist, the English football
public clamoured for his pres-
ence on the world's greatest

S X
mﬁter nmyissing out on the first
match of the World Cup against
Tunisia, .Beckham replaced
Paul Ince in the game against
Romania - and played one of the
best gamesi of his short career.
The fans and the media
voted overwhelmingly for

Beckham to replace Darren An-

derton in the match against
Colombia, '

Coach Glienn Hoddle opted to
play both together and the re-
sult produced a fantastic free-
kick and a birilliant display by
Beckham.

But in oné moment of petu-
lance. Beckham tossed away his
chance to shine among the
world's elite. |

The 23-yeair-old Manchester
United star changed the whole
game when he was sent off in
the second half.

It happened two minutes
into the second half when Ar-
gentina skipper Diego Simeone
clattered into Beckham from
behind and left him sprawling
face down on ‘the grass. As
Simeone walked back past him.
Beckham lifted his foot to kick
him right in front of the

Danish referee: Kim Nielsen,
who had no opticn but to pull
out his red card.

England coach Glenn Hoddle
was Lhe first to admit it has cost
his side the match.

"l don't deny that the sending
off cost us dearly. It was a mis-
take but these things happen in

football. 1 am not denying it
cost us the game,"” said a bitterly
disappointed Hoddle.

"David has another World
Cup ahead of him and he's got to
learn the lesson,” said Hoddle.

However, the English na-
tional agency Press Association
were more brutal.

Their chiel sports reporter
wrote: "David Beckham was
simply a disgrace. He should
hang his head in shame this
morning after letting England
down in the biggest game of his
life.

"He deserves to have the

Three Lions stripped from his
shirt for an act of crass stupid-
ity when he got himself sent off
for kicking out at Argentinian
captain Diego Simeone.

"So let's not blame the
courageous David Batty for
missing the penalty that cost
England a plaee in the quarter-
finals. Let's instead blame
Beckham's peevish and sly
kick, feeliehlp enacted under
the nose of referee Kim Milton
Nielsen."

Only days earlier Beckham
was being hailed the hero.

Manchester United coach
Alex Ferguson made a bitter at-

tack on Hoddle when he failed
to pick him for England's first
group match.

He was supported by Manch-
ester United director Sir Bobby
Charlton.

Hoddle defended his deci-
sion, claiming that Beckham

was not focused, insisting his
mind was more on his showbiz
romance with the pop singer
than with football.

When the England coach fi-
nally put the multi-million dol-
lar striker in the line-up
against Colombia the English
Ereee crowed that people power

ad won the day.

Hoddle hit back sa d;lcng thel
it was he that had go
star back on trael-: and t
people power had nothing to do
with it.

After "'Tuesday night's
nightmare, both the public and
Hoddle eglp-ear to be leaving
Beckham hanging out to dry on
his owmn.

On the same day as Beck-
ham's personal earnings of 8.1

' mlllieh gounds per year were

reveale the 23-year-old
landed on the biggest snake of
them all to become, for an in-
stant, as reviled as Diego
Maradona was 12 years ago in
Mexico.

Hoddle however felt the offi-
cials had combined to help send
his team out of the competition.

Sol Campbell had a late
"winner” ruled out for a foul by
Alan Shearer on Roa while de-
[ender Jose Chamot got away
with a handball a minute into
golden goal extra-time.

"l could see it from the
bench., it was a definite
penalty,” said Hoddle.

“The problem is the officials
didn't see it and there's nothing

we can do about it.
"l don't know if destiny was

against us. Everything went

against us.”

England skip er Shearer
meanwhile pointed the finger of
See page 14

BABY MARADONA: An Argentine baby enjoy the
atmosphere at the Geoflroy Guichard Stadium in Saint
Etienne before the start of the second round match with

England.

—AFP photo

Please don't

crucify him!

PARIS, July 1 (AFP/ In-
ternet): Former England
great Sir Bobby Charlton
Jjumped to the defence of
David Beckham on
- begging critics not to
l:mg,& him.

eckham became the

most reviled player in Eng-

| land r he got himself

senr at the start of the

half in the do-or-die

seennd round clash against
Argentina.

Although 10-man Eng-
land held on only to lose in a
;mmenalq; shoot-out, Beckham

the villain, with the
British press lambasting
him.

But Charlton
understanding for 3-
year-old Manehester United
star.

“You cannot throw him to
the wolves. I saw him after
| the match and he was terri-

affected by it. He realised
what he had done,” said Sir
Bobby. '

And Manchester United
director Charlton, a World
Cup winner with land in
1966, believes that icham
is fully aware of the foolish-
ness of his actions

Charlton was upset by Ar-

entine captain Simeone’'s
oul on the Englishman.

"It was quite a cynical
Joul but that's past now ...

David reacted and he was ex-
pelled from the field.
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ST ETIENNE, -.Iul}r 1
(Reutérs): One moment ef
and precision and one im-
petuous indiscipline eemblned
on Tuesday to heIF create, and
destroy, pulential y one of the
ﬁrealeel matches in World Cup

istory.

As Argentina and England
served up another classic con-
test that mixed majesty with
misery and sublime skill with
raw drama, it was the contribu-
tions of Michael Owen and
David Beckham, two of the
most talented members of Eng-
land’s younger generation,
which overshadowed all.

Striker Owen, with his pace,
ha]enee and coolness in front of

proved beyond doubt that

e ie the revelation of the 1998
tournament and, at just 18, a
great star of the future. |

His individual goal after iﬁ
minutes was arguably the best
of France '98 so far and his all-
round performance marked
him out as one of the most dan-
gerous goalscorers. _

His penalty, du the tense
shootout that settled the out-
come, was precision personified
by a baby-faced soccer assassin.

But, like midfielder Beck-
ham, who was sent ofl aflter 47
minutes for retailiation, he is
on an early flight home after
England’'s second round elimi-
nation by 4-3 on penalties, fol-

fl!

lowing a 2-2 draw after extra
time.

For Beckham, it was a bitter
ill to swallow on a night when,

or 45 minutes, he ewnﬁgercd as
extravagantly in midiield as
any one in the tournament in

front of a noisy mass which in-

cluded not only Mick Je}ger of

the Rolling Stones. but Victoria

Adams, his flancee, of the Spice

Girls.
So much was expected of
Beckham. He scored a dramatic

free-kick last Friday against
Colombia to help England with
their final Group G ure and

mixed important tackles with
his often exquisite passes on
Tuesday.

He left the stadium, with a
baseball cap pulled down hard
on his head, in mute misery as
he marched through reporters
thronging the mixed zone.

His dismissal had stunned
his team and left England con-
demned to switching tactics
from sive attack to gritty
defence with captain Alan
Shearer, the team's top scorer,
often playing right-back to as-
sist the scrape towards extra-
time and penalties.

But coach Glenn Hoddle,
while admitting that he could
not defend Beckham for kick-
ing out after being fouled b
Diego Simeone, was able to b
ance his views sensibly.

e i T W T s M L e S ] T A

put all the blame
on Beekham he said. "We
handled ourselves very well
without him and defended like
lions. But if it was 11 against
11, 1 think we would have won."

For both Beckham and
Owen. the night ended in an an-
guish only they and those who
saw Lheir penallies saved —

"We can't

Paul Ince and David Batty —=.

could fathom,

Yet, only a fortnight earlier,
neither Beckham nor Owen was
selected for England's opening
2-0 victory over Tunisia in
Marseille, the city they had
hoped to return to for a quarter-
final clash with the Nether-
lands on Saturday.

Instead of an England re-
turn. it will be Argentina jour-
neying south after emerging
victorious in their hardest
match to date, a spectacle that
deserved to rank with its prede-
cessors of 1962, 1966 and 1986
for sheer thrills and spills.

Although Daniel Passarel-
la’'s team struggled to break
down England. they showed

that in Ariel Ortega they have
an elusively-skillful creator
who could, against less deter-
mined opponents, unlock the
dee: Ier abriel Batistuta.

this incident-filed match,
hewever he and "Batigol” were
eclipsed b the lesing team's
duo of the

Buenos Aires on cloud nine

BUENOS AIRES, July 1
(AFP/AP); Thousands of ec-
static Argentines took to the
streets late Tuesday after the
national team won a spot in the

World Cup quarterfinals by
squeaking past England in a
penalty shootout.

But rowdy celebrations went
bad, as e?orle fans and police
clashed. leaving at least one
yeunF man inj ured and over 10

e arreeted according to

The ineidente occurred alter
police sought to force some cel-
ebrants to climb down from
television vans in the area, us-
ing tear gas and water cannons.

Celr;dtral Ell:lrjenue Aireﬂew was
carpe in le paper w1l
from office hulldlprfge as fire-
crackers and horns tore
through the silence that had
reigned until Argentine goal-
keeper Carlos Roa held off a
second English penalty kick,
earning his team a spot in the
next round.

Roa saved David Batty's fifth
and f[inal penalty to book Ar-
Elenune s quarterfinal date with

olland after Paul Ince and
had both failed
eir side's second

Hernan Cres
to convert
spot kicks.

Banners sporting Argenti-
na's white and blue national
colours appeared on balconies
in numbers seldom seen even
on national holidays.

- threw toilet pape

Tens of thousands took part
in nighttime celebrations in the
capital as similar scenes
Elajred out across the country:

eople poured into streets,
doused each other with beer and
r over trees.

The Argentines reveled in
their victory by daneinlg in the
streets amid showers of confetti
and shouts of "ﬁr-gﬁn -tin-al”

: Et;ely out a windmu un&": telg_wf

flag. Others Ieuned frem bus
windows, shouting and scream-

The match whs closely
watched by many mainly be-
cause of tina's 1986 quar-
terfinal victory on Maradona's
punched-in goal and due to the
war over the Falklands Islands
in 1982.

That year, the former mili-
tary government in Buenos
Aires tried to end Britain's

resence on the Falklands,
own in Argentina as the
Malvinas. Britain's ssion
of the small South Atlantic
sheep-raising islands remains
a sore t with Argentina.

At the shamrock pub, some
25 Eng]ish fans, outnumbered
by Argentines, endured the
nail-biting, chain-smoking
drama _Rlajred out on a big

made a quick exit
amid hrgentine cheers. For
some, it was more than a soccer

match. One Argentine TV sta-
tion briefly hreedeeet the head-
line: "the Malvinas are Argen-
tine.”

Exuberant fans shouted
standard cheers, as many
added, "We'll be champions

again. like in ‘86" which was
fast becoming [avourite.

A torrent of employees, ex-
ecutives, bankers and students
burst into the downtown Corri-

enls A*fenue hering around
wi gaiel:rrmte the 4-2
l'l

Meanwhile, drivers movin
aimlessly through the capita
sounded their heur'e"r';})mtedly.
as even the most fo eXecu-
tives wrapped themselves in the
blue and white.

In dozens of other Argentine
cities, the same festival atmo-
sphere , but most proud
were the inhabitants of Recon-

uista, the hometown of scorer

abriel Batistuta, and Ledesma,
birthplace of Ariel ‘Burrito’ Or-
tega.
The joy overflowing in
Buenos Aires' streets contrasted
sharply with the city's deserted
avenues, devoid of ple until
the moment when Roa saved the
decisive ty kick.

Earlier, roars of triumph
that resounded in bars and of-
fices after each re%:lar*peried
Argentine goal had muted
by the leneien over the final
penalty kick shootout.

Costly Argentine win

SAINT ETIENNE. France,
July 1 (AFP/ Internet): Ar-
entina may have scraped

rough to the quarter-finals
hut the epic two-hour battle
with E has blown a h
hole in their campaign to li
the World Cup for the third
time.

Daniel Passarella's side,

taken to the brink of collapse

l:ﬁ:;end s young lions, have

days to recover their

eleal and mental resources
ore facing Holland.

After watching the way the
English, who played for over an
hour with ten men, out-fought
and out-classed their suppos-
edly superior opponents, the
Duteh will go into Saturday's
clash in Marseille confident of
Fooking their place in the last
our.

Marc Overmars in particular
must have been licking his lips
at the way the Argentinian
fence panicked every ume
Michael Owen ran at them with
the ball at his feet.

The Arsenal winger does not
quite have Owen's blistering
pace. But he does have the same
direct approach and ability to
glide past defenders.

Given the kind of s that

Argentina allowed England in

midfield, particularly on the
right, Overmars will ancy his
chances of wreaking similar

IS THE NAM

havoc.
Passarella will be hoping
Parma defender Roberto

Sensini, who missed Tuesday's
match with a thigh strain, has
recovered in time to provide de-
fensive reinforcement on Sat-
urday,

But it was not just the Ar-
gentinian defence whose self-
confidence took a battering on
Tuesday night.

Gabriel Batistutata's 6th
minute alty, his fifth
France 98, lelt him 1 with
Italy’'s Christian Vieri as the
World Cup’s joint scorer.

But the spot-kick -- which
David Seaman almost saved --
and the flick-on which helped
win it were the only flickers
from the Argentinian star on a

t which saw him snuffed
out by Tony Adams and finall
substituted with more than 2
minute& of regulation time still

' B
e Fiorentina striker now
has an astonishing 47 goals in
64 international appearances.
But his performance in Ar-
gentina's first
~will only have fuelled the eu;pl—
eien that he is a brilliant de-
of weak defences rather
than a World Cup winning
striker in the mould of Mario
Kempes, Argentina's hero in
1978.
Four of Batistuta's five goals
have come against Japan and

big test in France

Jamaica, arguably the two
weakest teams in the entire
tournament.

On the positive side, having

come through the inferno and |

survived the lottery of a penalty
shoot-out, Argentina could be
alvanised by a sense that it is
eir destiny to go far here.
Diego Maradona, the archi-
tect of Argentina's last World
Cup win over England in the

1986 quarter-finals, certainly
believes so.
"I knew the game against
E and would be difficult, but
eart told me we were going
t,e win,” he said before announc-
ing his intention to travel to
Marseille for Saturday’'s match.

Passarella, a fully paid-up
member of the eer]gtant-mejer
school of football coaching
puts more trust in meticulous
Freparatien than the whims ol

As he counted the wounded
at the Argentinian base-camp
on the outskirts of St-Etienne

Thursday, Passarella had

e players watching videos of
Holland's four matches so far.

"We have beaten one of the
toughest teams in the tourna-
ment but now we have to

ready for Holland,” he said. "It
will not be as physical as
against England but we know

we are up against a very, very
good team.”

THF M‘DST TALKED ABOUT RED CARD: Dawvid
Beckham (L) being shown the marching orders under
controversial circumstances at Saint Etienne on June 30.

—AFP photo

!

,'1 -9 tr 3
: LEE
- .1"i qd';?\n".ll

a lases

Dominic Bayano Tunon

I knew England would throw
it away. | knew Paul Ince would
miss. | knew David Batty would
miss too. And why? Because
England always miss. They
missed in the 1990 World Cup
semi-final shoot-out and thEy
missed in the 1996 European
Championship semi-final
shoot-out. It was fate that they
would miss again.

Many eagerly anticipated
clashes fail to live up 1o the pre-
match speculation but that was
certainly not the case yester-
day. Gushing drama, passion,
frustration. hope, despair. a
couple of penalties, a contro-
versial sending off, and a nail-
biting finale, the game will go

. down as one of the classic World

Cup encounters of all time.

The first half was the most
enthralling 45 minutes [ have
ever seen. The second half con-
trived such unrelenting tension
that | fell off the edge of my seat.
For a moment | thought the
script had been written for Eng-
land to win the game on penal-
ties. But the happy ending did-
n't occur and the script turned
out to be a Shakespearean
tragedy.

avid Beckham was the
central antagonist of this tale
of woe, The pin-up poster boy
must feel like the ugliest man
alive right now. And he will
have tn carry this burden for
the rest efrl";l.e life. But he
shouldn't feel so bad because he
is not by any stretch of the
imagination an exception to the
rule- the rule which clearly
states that the English are
losers.

How could 1 ever have iimnag-
ined that they would beat the
Argentineans? They are effi-
cient people who practice their
penalties. England, being En-
glish, fired too close to the

oalkeeper and paid the price,

et this bunch of losers will be
accorded a hero's reception
when they return home. And
why? Because England loves a
loser. They've develo this
fondness for failure

thez: ve had to.

ngland personifies a shoot-

ut against Argentina, with
avicd Batty taking the deciding
ﬂh::n]h A moment of hope, a
igh degree of chance and the
knowledge that it will turn out

ecause"

Stadium.

badly in the end.

It looked as if it would turm
out badly for England right at
the beginning. Barely into the
sixth minute Argentina were
awarded a penalty when their
captain Diego Simeone made
the most of a clumsy challenge
by England goalkeeper David
Seaman. Gabriel Batistuta
converted to score his fifth fg
or the tournament and his 48th
in 65 matches for his country

Four minutes laic.. England
drew level when an accelerating
Michael Owen went down in the
penalty area. The replay
showed that the defender pulled
out of the challenge and that
Owen simply lost his balance,

but | think the referee, swayed
by mieghwnge over the first
penalty he awarded, was com-
pelled '‘even the balance. Alan
Shearer then stepped up to score
the first goal Argentina had
conceded in 740 minufes of
playing time.

ix minutes later the South
Americans conceded another
when Owen, fed by David Beck-
ham, raced past two defenders
before cutting the ball past
Carlos Roa to score the best goal
of the tournament so far.

For the next twenty minutes
both sides seemed to be recuper-
ating from the

In injury time of the first
half, Sol Campbell brought
down Claudio Lepez on the
of the box. The whole stadium
expected a long-range effort
from Batistuta, but the Argen-
tineans fooled everyone. With a
routine honed on the training

itch, Batistuta ran over the

all and Juan Veron played it
through to Javier Zanetti who,
having spun off the defensive
wall, had the space and time to
control the ball and strike a
left-foot shot past Seaman.

After the entertainment of
the first half, I could hardly sit
still in anticipation of the rest
of the game. I thought it could-
:_11:;1 get any more exciting. But it

i
Two minutes into the second
riod, Beckham was flattened

Simeone. Lgrlnﬁ face down on
the ground, ailed his leg
and appeared to kick Simeone's
calf. It was less an intentional
retaliation and more the petu-

See page 14

TﬂMDRROWS TGRCHBEARER A Ilttle Engheh hey
cheers his team from the stand of the Geoffroy Guichard

—AFP photo
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