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UNITED NATIONS, July 1 : A
new international coalition
said here Tuesday that gov-
ernment and rebel armies that
use child soldiers in armed
conflicts should be punished,
reports AFP. _

The coalition. which was
formally launched Tuesday. is
campaigning for a voluntary or
binding "Universal ban on the
“recruitment and participation
of children under the age of 18,

Coalition members, which
include Amnesty International,
Human Rights Watch, Save the
Children, The Quakers and the
Jesuit Refugee Service, estimate
that more tl%an 300.000 recruits
under the age of 18 are fighting
in armed conflicts around the
world. _ _

Stephen Lewis. Executive Di-
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——

rector of UNICEF, said that the
"authority of the criminal court
in Rome must be extended : the
recruitment and use of children
soldiers should become a war
crime.”

Jo Becker, a member of the
coalition's board of directors,
gtressed the dramatic increase
in child soldiers in recent

ars. "Previous estimates were
of 200.000 to 250.000," Becker
said.

The UN special representa-
tive on children and armed con-
flict, Olara Otunnu, said that
the "use of child soldiers is not
new. what is new is its scale. (It)
has become generalised.” he
said. "Children have become a
central instrument of warfare.”

The rise in the number of
child soldiers can be attributed

Tremors shake NW Japa:n:ﬁ pair of

moderate earthquakes hit separate regions of Japan early
yesterday, but there were no reports of damage or injuries,
police said, AP reports from Tokyo.

The first quake, with a prelimin

magnitude of 4.5, jolted

the city of Nagano and other parts ol northwestern Japan, the

Meteorologic

Agency said. The quake struck at 2:22 am (1722
GMT Tuesday) and was centred about

underground near Nagano, the agency said.

Rap

r ODB wounded m New York:

DB, founder and member of the popular rap {fmup the
Wu-Tang Clan, was wounded when two men barge

into his

apartment and shot him, AP says from New York.

The rapper, whose real name is Russell Jones. was shol once.
He was in stable condition at Interfaith Medical Center's in-
tensive care unit, said hospital spokesman Lars Larmon.

Quake splashes Great Barrier Reef:

An earthquake stirred up the waters around the Great Barrier
Reef but there have been no rtgnrts of damage, seismologists

said yesterday, AP reports from

risbane.

The quake, which struck at 12:58 pm Tuesday, measured 4.3
on the Richter scale, with its epicentre beneath the reef, about

250 km northeast of Rockhampton. the

Queensland University

Advanced Centre for Earthquake Studies said.

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, left, shakes

10 kilometres -

hands Tuesday, with Nigeria's new military ruler Gen.
Abdulzalam Abubakar at the mihitary leader's state resi-
dence 1n the capital Abuju, Nigeria. According to human
rights and government officials speaking on a condition of
anonymity, Annan is also expected to meet with Moshood
Abiola, the presumed winner of 1993 elections who has
been imprisoned since 1995, — AP/UNB photo
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was killed and three members-of his family were injured when
the ground floor of a hotel in Manila caught fire at dawn
yesterday firemen said, AFP reports from Manila.

The fire at the Camelot Hotel was contained before it could
spread to the upper storeys fire official Generoso Placido told
AFP. The dead man's wife and two children were treated for

smnoke inhalation.

Italian Prime Minister

Tuesday

says lrom Tehran.

Friday.

Italian Premier armves in Tehran:

Romano Prodi arrived
night, becoming one of a select number of western
leaders to visit Iran since the 1979 Islamic Revolution, AFP

in Tehran

I have come to [ran as an Italian Prime Minister and not as a
representative of the European Union, Iran's official IRNA
News Agency quoted Prodi as saying upon his arrival.

Husband kills wifi

husband angry that his wife would not return with him to his
hometown in the countryside exploded a homemade bomb.
killing both, in the northwestern city of Urumgqi, according to a
report seen yesterday in Beijing, AP says from Beijing.

Urumgi native Zhu Huajie, 30, married Shen Fuxin and
followed him to Ningxia in 1990. In 1994, when their daughter
was one year old, she returned to the city, leaving her husband
behind, the state-run newspaper Xinjiang Daily reported last
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Int'l coalition launched to stop
recruitment of child soldiers

to technological innovations
and the proliferation of small
and cheap weapons that are
light and easy enough for a 10-
year-old to use, rts say.
And more children are
likely to become involved the
more armed conflict expands,
they say, adding that the re-
gions most affected by this phe-
nomenon are Africa, Asia and
Latin America. -
A child soldier from
Guatemala, Emilio Hernandez
Xicara, told reporters how he
had been kldnaprtd by the
army when he was 14 to "partic-
ipate in a war when | didn’t un-
erstand why it was being
fought.”
ecker noted the "incoher-
ences" of prevailing interna-
tional law that allow 15-year-

old to be recruited to fight in a
conflict when a majority of
countries do not Iperl'mt adoles-
cents to vote until they are 18.

During the press conference,
coalition members criticised
the fact that efforts to raise the
recruitment age to 18 had been
blocked by a small group of
countries, among them the
United States, which they said
was the country most opposed
to setting their minimum age
for recruitment and participa-
tion.

Australia, Brazil, Britain,
Burundi, Canada, Chile,
Colombia, Cuba, Denmark, El
Salvador, India, Italy, Japan
and Mexico are also on the list
of countries which recruit chil-

dren under age 18.

Iraq condemns US attack

US has no plans to boost
its is'dor?hes mlr;ll Gulf

WASHINGTON, .
United States has no plans to
boost its forces in the Gulf in re-
sponse to the incident in which
a US F-16 fighter fired a missile
at an Iragi surface to air missile
battery, US Defence Secretary
William Cohen said on
Tuesday. reports Reuters,

"This will not alter our plans
to continue drawing down US
forces in the region, he told re-
porters at the Pentagon.

1 don't think we should draw
any conclusion from this par-
ticular one incident.”

Cohen said the F-16 fired a
harm anti-radiation missile at
an Iraqi position after it began
tracking British tornado jets
enforcing the no-fly zone over
southern Iraq. He said the
United States was uncertain
whether the Missile had hit its

Asked whether the alleged
Iraqi radar illumination of the
British jets was a "rogue” ac-
tion, Cohen replied ‘'we don't
know, it could be simply an iso-
lated example.’ :

We have not seen any evi-
dence from the Iraqis altering
their air defence system we
have not seen any examples of
higher alert. We have not seen
them meving their radars and

tracking systems around in any -

sort of aggressive fashion, he
added so it might be a situation
of an isolated example.

AFP adds from Baghdad
Iraq condemned a US missile
attack on Tuesday as "unjusti-
fied aggression” and denied its
radar targeted British planes on
patrol over a southern 'no-lly

zone' in the first such incident i

since 1996.
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Sharif arrives
in Doha

. DOHA, July 1: Pakistani
Pm'ﬂe Minister Nawaz Sharif
arrived Tuesday in Doha from
Kuwait for an official two-day
visit, thg: Nﬁﬂiulﬂlﬁﬂ%&tmi I}:;FE
agen reported, says ;
Enﬁ'lng his visit, Sharif is
due to discuss ways to
strengthen bilateral relations
with Qatari Emir Sheikh
Hamad ibn Khalifa Al-Thani.
In Kuwait, Sharif held talks
with Kuwait's crown prince,
whose country has voiced sup-
ort for Islamabad which has
en hit by sanctions after its
nuclear tests.

The official Kuwaiti news '

agency Kuna said crown prime
Sheikh Saad -Al-Abdallah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah, who is also
Kuwait's Prime Minister, and
Sharif discussed plans to "boost
bilateral Mes and cooperation
and other issues of mutual con-
cern.”

Sharif had also been due to
meet the Emir, Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah.

His visit to the oil-rich Gulf
emirates follows the US led
economic sanctions imposed on
Pakistan.

Di’s bodyguard to

see magistrate
Investigating
death |

PARIS, July 1: Kes Winfield,
the second bodyguard of Diana,
Princess of Wales, is to see a
magistrate investigating the
Princess's death last year at his
own request, a source close to
the inquiry said, reports AFP.
~ Winfield, who was not
aboard the Mercedes driven by
Henri Paul when it crashed in
central Paris on August 31,
killing Diana, her companion
Dodi Fayed and the chauffeur
and badly irj]uring bodyguard
Trevor Rees-Jones.

Winfield resigned from the
employment of Dodi's father,
Egyptian millionaire Mohamed
AF-E}FE(L at the beginning of
June, the source said.
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Children protest for peace in Kara

chi on 'Iileadajr. In the previous 24 hours in Karachi,

23 people had been killed in ethnic bloodshed that has terrorised the city. Many qenple
are getting out of their homes and moving in with relatives in other areas until the
shooting stops. The provincial government have called in 3,000 police officers to try and

stop the violence.

— AP/UNB photo

?LO-;Jrgés UNSC to order rescinding

of Jerusalem expansion plan

UNITED NATIONS, July 1:
The Palestine Liberation Or-
anisation (PLO) called on the
urity Council on Tuesday to
order the rescinding of an [s-
raeli plan that it said aimed at
strengthening the illegal hold
of Israel on Jerusalem, reports
Reuters.

"The plan would expand the
municipal boundaries of the
city and would establish an
‘umbrella authority’ to include
a number of illegal settlements
in the West Bank, the PLO's UN
Observer Nasser Al Kidwa, said
at the start of a debate on a plan
announced earlier this month.

A large number of speakers
were taking part in the debate.
Virtually all including the
United States were critical of
Israel's action in varying de-

Alrllmugh Arab delegates

Cambodia appeals for more
funds ahead of polls

PHNOM PENH, July 1: Cam-
bodia‘'s national election com-
mittee today renewed an appeal
to the international commu-
nity to provide more funds and
more observers for general
elections later this month. re-
ports AFP.

"The international commu-
nity's full cooperation is
needed.” Committee Vice
Chairman Kassie Neou said
while receiving a Chinese dona-
tion of 27 jeeps to be used for
distributing ballots, ballot
boxes and other materials to
voting stations ahead of the
July 26 polls.

"“More international ob-
servers and additional funding
|are necessary) to meet our ur-
gent needs," he said. adding that
ihe committee's goal was to
place at least one foreign ob-
server at each of the 1,700 vote-
counting stations.

Between 500 and 600 inter-
national observers are now ex-
pected on the ground for the
election and vote counting, ac-
cording to the United Nations

which is coordinating the ef-
fort.

"Please send more.,” Kassie
Neou said. "As many as possi-
ble.”

He also said previous ap-

als for an additional 5.1 mil-
jon dollars in cash. without
which the committee says it
will be unable to properly fulfill
its duties, had not yet been suc-
cessful.

"To those countries that
have pledged or are considering
financial or other concrete as-
sistance, please note that we
have a serious shortfall," he
said.

The international commu-
nity is paying for much of the
estimated 27 million dollar
election but is demanding that
it be free. fair and credible.

Some countries — notably
the United States — have post-

ned or reduced their contri-

utions due in part to concerns
about political intimidation
and violence. which the opposi-
tion claims is rampant.

PM deceived me from peace deal
with PA, alleges Israeli president

JERUSALEM. July 1: Israeli
President Ezer Weizman was
gquoted on Tuesday as saying
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu was "cut off from real-
ity and had deceived him re-
peatedly over peacemaking
with the Palestinians, reports
Reuter.

In an interview with Israel's
biggest newspaper Yedioth
Ahronoth, the -outspoken
Weizimman — who called on Mon-
day for an early general elec-
tion — ook criticism he voiced
about Netanyahu on radio and
Lelevision even [urther,

"Bibi lives in a state of Eu-
horia. in his own world. cut off
rom reality.” Weizman said.

using Netanyahu's nickname.

"The nation does not know
where the prime minister is
leading it. He is dumfounded
and wrong.”

Weizman, a shool-from-the-
lip maverick who helped forge
Israel's peace treaty with E'.%rpl
in 1979, has frequently locked
horns with right-winger Ne-
tanyahu over the pace ol

peacemaking since the latter's
election in 1996.

Weizman's largely ceremo-
nial post gives him no power to
set a date for polls but the popu-
lar president's bombshell sug-
5:5“1::“ on Monday put another

ent in Netanyahu's political
credibility.

Netanyahu, responding To
Weizman's call for early elec-
tions. said he intended to run
his full term until the year
2000.

'Bibi has fooled me not once
and not twice, | have reached
my red line,” Weizman told
Yedioth Ahronoth,

Rebuffing criticism from
right-wingers that he had over-
stepped his powers, Weizman
said: "when they asked me to
carry out diplomatic missions
for the government and prime
minister, they did not think I
was too involved in politics.”

In the past, Weizman has
met Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat, Egyptian Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak and Jor-
dan's King Hussein.
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KILA rebels vow to win

BELACEVAC. Yugoslavia,
July 1: Outgunned and outnum-
bered. Kosovo Albanian rebel
lishters insist they eventually
will control Kosovo even if they
lose many more battles, reports
AP.

The fight for a coal mine and
villages near Belacevac proved
both points: the Albanians' in-
ability to hold territory against
superior Serb firepower and
their ability to melt away to
fight another day.

Rebels of the Kosovo Libera-
tion Army strike suddenly,
have intimate knowledge of the
rugged local terrain, enjoy pop-
ular support and are unwaver-
ing in their will to prevail. With
those qualities. the rebels claim
they will overwhelm powerful
Serbian forces.

"We have the people,” Abi
Beleim Berisha, a local KLA
commmander, west of the capital
Pristina, said Tuesday. "We are
fighting for our homeland.”

Three hours later, Serb
tanks. artillery and infantry

swarmed Berisha's post. taking
Belacevac. But the KLA already
was [fighting the Serbs else-
where in Kosovo.

The militant force, which
emerged in 1996 as a reaction to
perceived oppression by the
Serbian government, has
strengthened considerably in
recent months.

"The UCK ranks grow
stronger every day with people

joining from all over.” said

Sadri Tafilaj, a human rights
activist from Decani. referring
to the KLA by its Albanian-lan-
guage acronym. 'Professionally
and institutionally, it is mov-
ing forward with giant steps.”

Kosovo-born fighters from
throughout Europe and some
from North America have
signed on in increasing num-
bers since the Serbs launched
an offensive February 28 to
stamp out the secessionist
army. whose size and command
structure remain unknowmn.

Now, its international pro-

file is rising quickly. too. with
fncreasing recognition from
foreign diplomats who want to
negotiate a cease-fire.
Experienced fighters, some
of them veterans of earlier Yu-
goslav wars who proless pin-
point accuracy with rocket-
ropelled grénades. have rein-
orced the ethnic Albanian
farmers who carry homemade
shotguns and bolt-action rilfles.

"We have no big military
equipment.” said Berisha. car-
rying a Kalashnikov rifle and
two rocket-propelled grenades.
"But we have to win the war."

The force uses its knmowledge
of a maze of mountain trails in
western Kosovo to travel from
battle to battle within hours.
Farmers and villagers risk
sniper fire to run dry biscuits
and water Lo entrenched gueril-
las defending their regions. And
a newly imposed military dis-
cipline attempts to organize a
force that operates largely
withoutl radio communication.

Former Tamil rebel
leader attacked

by prisoners

COLOMBO, July 1: A top
former Tamil rebel leader who
is now a lawmaker was uncon-
scious in a Colombo hospital
Wednesday after being attacked
by prisoners. reports AP,

Douglas Devananda, secre-
tary general of the Eelam Peo-

le's Democratic Party may
ﬁaw suffered serious brain in-
juries, said doctors at the
Colombo General Hospital.

"He was operated for three
hours. but he is still uncon-
scious,” S. Sivadasa, also a
lawmaker of the EPDP, told The
Associated Press Wednesday.
"We will have to wait for at least
48 hours.”

Devananda, 40, was attacked
while touring the Kalutara
prison Tuesday to inquire into
the welfare of the prisoners.

The prison at Kalutara, a

pular tourist sea beach desti-
nation 40 kilometrs south of
Colombo, houses Tamil rebels
or suspects.

Myanmar exile group claims | Hong Kong's handover anniversary

crackdown on opposition

BANGKOK, July 1. Myan-
mar's militu:y authorities may
have detained more than 40

arliamentary election winners
rom the opposition National
League for Democracy in the
pasl week, an exile group said
Wednesday, reports AP,

A spokesman for the All
Burma Students’ Democratic
Front said details were difficult
to confirm, but the group had
the names of Lthree election
winners from [rrawaddy Divi-
sion, near the capital Yangon,
who had been arrested.

Contacted from Bangkok,
the spokesman, who asked not
to be identified, said the crack-
down was In apparent response
to a June 23 demand by the
league that the country's mili-
tary regime convene by Aug 21
the pro-democracy Parliament
elected in 1990 but never al-
lowed Lo meet.

The demand marked the
first time the party, headed by
1991 Nobel Peace laureate Aung
San Suu Kyl, had set a deadline
for the military to convene
Parliament.

In Yanpinn. the league sent a
letter to the government Tues-
day to protest reported restric-

lions against its elected candi
dates, according to a copy of the
letter circulated to the press by
the party.

Tripp gives long
awaited testimony
to grand jury

WASHINGTON, July 1: Linda
Tripp. who instigated the White
House sex scandal investigation
by secretly recording Monica
Lewinsky's talk of an alleged af-
tair with President Bill Clin-
ton, gave her long-awaited
grand jury testimony on Tues-
day. reports Reuters,

Accompanied by her son
Ryan and daughter Allison, the
much-vilified Tripp, 48, swept
into the courthouse where Ken-
neth Starr's prosecutors are
gathering evidence in the sex
and perjury inquiry, without

ﬁﬁﬂ:ﬂking to reporters camped at
the entrance.

She smiled in response to a
shouted question about whether
she was nervous about being
called to the witness stand after
months in seclusjon at her sub-
urban Maryland home.

marks a year of reversals

HONG KONG, July 1: A sub-
dued Hong Kong on Wednesday
marked the first anniversary of
its return to China, confident
that the mainland would let it
manage its own affairs but in-
creasingly uncertain of its abil-
ity to do so. reports AP.

A harbour-side flag-raising
ceremnony in on the site of last
year s handover ceremony, an
all-star variety show and
evening banquet to be attended
by Chinese President Jian
Zemin offered Hong Kong's 6.
million people a colourful spec-
lacle. '

Jiang, fresh from his sum-
mit with President Clinton in
Beijing, also will dedicate Hong
Kong's new dirs 20 billion in-
ternational airport before going
home Thursday. Clinton is to
arrive at the airport just hours
later for a brief visit ending his
tour of China.

Mindful of the territory's
economic woes, officials this
year were spending just a frac-
tion of what they spent a year
ago to celebrate the handover.

Chief Executive Tung Chee-
hwa, speaking to an audience
that included Jiang at the start

of the variety show. praised

China's non-interference in
Hong Kong. _
Jiang said that China s lor-

mula of "one country. {wo sys-
tems” was a guarantee for Hong
Kong prosperity, a model for the
return of Macau and the solu-
tion to the Taiwan issue.”

Macau, a Portuguese terri-
tory for more than 400 years,
returns to China next year.
Taiwan is perhaps the most
contentious issue of all. The is-
land categorically rejects reuni-
fication with China under simi-
lar terms as Hong Kong.

The first year under Chinese
rule proved to be just the oppo-
site of what most people in
Hm:ﬁ Kong expected. |

1ere were widespread fears
that China would limit Hong
Kong's political reedoms, but
confidence that the territory's
economy would continue
humming.

China has kept hands off
F{glilicnl!y, However, Hong

ng's confidence in its near-
legendary economic prowess
has been deeply shaken by Asi-
a's economic crisis.

Even such a determined foe

of Beijing as Martin Lee, Hong
Kong's de facto opposition
leader, acknowledged that the
worst pre-handover fears have

‘got come true.

Lee, writing Wednesday in
the English-language South
China Morning Post, cited ex-
amples of what he said were ef-
lorts to undermine political
[reedoms. However, he said that

Hong Kong residents responded
with "courage and conviction,”
including a record election
turnout.

“In this historic first year as
part of China, Hong Kong people
— who many had long suggested
were interested only in their
wallets — shattered the myth
they cared nothing for their
rights and freedoms,” Lee wrote.

But their wallets clearly
were emptier than they ex-
pected. Unemployment soared
to a 15-year high of 4.2 per cent,
and was expected to Eu higher.
The stock market's key index
dropped by about half, and the
economy plummeted into reces-
slon.

Many p'l‘.ﬂ?lf expected it to
get worse belore it got better.
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Hong Kong police officers raise China's national flag a

have privately circulated a
draft condemning Israel's ac-

tion and demanding that it be
rescinded, no resolution has yet
been formally presented Tues-
day, some diplomats said a
presidential statement, rather
than a resolution was possible
at a later date.

The PLO observer said Is-
rael's plan for Jerusalem repre-
sén a concrete step towards
the illegal annexation of more
occupied Palestinian lands to
the already illegally expanded
Jerusalem municipality and
aimed at furthering the process
of the judaization of the city."

He ho
have 'su

the Council would
cient will to finally

undertake the necessary mea-
sures to guarantee the rescind-
ing of this plan and to prevent
Israel from undertaking any

familiar.

In papers filed in federal court, Klein claims the upcoming

Romance is identical in appearance to Klein's Etenﬂhy. Eternit
rectangular bottle with a collar pcg

band. Ditto for Lauren's Romance.

Also. the Eternity and Romance bottles contain an inner
bottle shaped like an hourglass that "emulates the curves of a
woman's body,” according to the court papers.

Klein claims Lauren's bottle is likely to confuse shoppers.

comes in a silver-cap
like a weddi

Not so, Lauren responded.

"“This lawsuit is ill-conceived. The bottles are different. The

packaging is different. The advertising is different.,” the
company said in a statement Tuesday.
A court hearing is set for July 20.

Skinny-dipping proves
costly for chef

SINGAPORE: A Japanese chef and his local girlfriend, a
Singaporean masseuse, thought nothing about %(ﬂil’lg skinny-
dilgaping al Singapore’'s East Coast beach last weekend, reports
A

Little did they ex

“obscene act in public.”

Bul that's exactly what hap

promptly called the police.

Awiyah Kassim. 38, said she had "a shock of her life” when a
woman emerged from the water naked as Kassim and her family

were picnicking nearby.

~ The case has caught unusual media attention in multiethnic
Singapore. where in the same office one can find women in
mini skirts as well as those in baju kurong, a traditional Mus-

lim long dress.

"Singapore is dillerent than Japan,” said Inose, who came to
the island republic last year to work in a Japanese restaurant.

herselt in, reports AP.

Elizabeth Ann Oliver. 40. walked into the Orange County
said Orange County Sheriff's
spokesman Cmdr. Steve Jones. She was freed on more than
9.000 dollars bond after a brief stay in jail.

After Mrs Oliver gave birth June 16 during a broadcast on an
Internet site, authorities said they thought she was the woman
with her husban

Jail Tuesday afternoon,

wanted alon
writing bad checks.

But by that time, the couple had left the hospital. and were

nowhere to be found,

Mrs Oliver who was known only as Elizabeth to Internet
birth watchers., was wanted on nine misdemeanor warrants in

Orange County, Jones said.
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Battle of the bottles

NEW YORK: It's the battle of the bottles. -
Calvin Klein says Ralph Lauren's soon-to-be-marketed
women's perfume comes in a bottle that looks just a little too .

t it would get them arrested and fined
1.000 Singapore dollars (dlrs 588) each for committing an

ned after a crowd of overnight
picnickers at the beach saw them in their birthday suits and

One publicity turn

deserves another

ORLANDO. Florida: A woman who gave birth as people
across the world watched on the Internet — then disappeared
after police said she was wanted for writing bad checks — turned

nd Hong

further illegal actions in
Jerusalem and the rest of the
occupied territories.”

Kidwa said this and other Is-
raeli policies violated agree-

nt between the two sides in
{:ﬁi framework of the Middle
East peace process although
there was not much left of this -
peace process anyway, thanks
to (Benjamin) Netanyahu and
his government, he added, re-
ferring to Israel’'s Prime Minis-

ter.

Israeli actions were creating
a situation that 'might lead to
the explosion of the whole re- .
gion at any moment, he said.

Israeli UN representative
Dore Gold said the shift in
Jerusalem's boundaries would
apply strictly to areas west of
tl?: city within the pre 1967 war
lines. ;

sha

on at least 13 warrants for

i

Kong's new Special Ad-
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ministrative Region (SAR) flag, outside the Convention Centre Wednesday, to mark the.
first anniversary of Hong Kong handover.

— AP/UNB photo




