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Govt considering
signing of
SOFA with US’

By Staft Correspondent

The governminent is actively
considering signing the 5Status
ol Forces Agreement (SOFA)
with the US government,
diplomatic sources satd yester-
“day.

Dhaka ts expected to proceed
with the signing ol the agree-
ment after the ministries of
Foreign Affairs and Defence re-
ceive some clarifications from
the US side. the sources said.

The agreement will provide
for legal cover to movement of
US armed forces personnel,
military hardware and supplies
in times of emergency.

Talking to “Il:he Daily Star
yesterday. State Minister for
Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan

See Page 12 Col 7

BNP calls half-day
countrywide
hartal July 16

By Staft Correspondent

BNP has called a® half-day
hartal across the country on
July 16 protesting the govern-
ment's "failure” in resolving the
power-gas-water crisis, check-
ing the price-spiral of essentials
and improving law and order by
the July 1 deadline the party
gave lo the government earlier.

The programme was an-
nounced by BNP chief and
Leader of the Opposition in the
Jatiya Sangsad Begum Khaleda
Zia }i.:.rhilt addressir{?g the partic-
ipants in the 'mass procession’,
organised by her party in the
city yesterday afternoon. Led by
Begum Zia. the procession

See Page 12 Col |

EU bans import
of seafood from

50 countries

BRUSSELS, July 1: The Eu-
ropean Union today banned the
impori
sealood from about 50 countries
and territories, saying they
provide inadequate informa-
tion on hygiene standards, re-
ports AP.

Countries affected are
mostly poor and not major fish
exporters. The move will affect
only about one per cent of total
EU fish imports, an EU official
said.

The biggest {ish exporters Lo
the EU on the list were the
Dutch Antilles, Vanuatu,
Ukraine and Belarus. which to-
gether shipped about 12,700
tons of fish to the EU in 1996.

EU fish imports that year to-
taled three million tons of fish,
worth 8.8 billion US dollars.

Passenger trains
over BIMB likely

from Saturday

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Railway
(BR) is likely to start operating
assenger trains over the
angabandhu Jamuna Multi-
urpose Bridge (BJMB)] from
turday, according to BR offi-
cials.

"All obstructions have been
removed, and we have received
necessary clearance from the
JMBA for péﬂné trains over the
bridge," said a BR official.

Padma Express will be the
first passenger train service
over the bridge. The train will
start from Rajshahi and termi-

See Page 12 Col 8
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Star weekend Magazine's
focus this week is on the
protagonists of the alterna-
tive film movement — Tanvir
Mokammel, Morshedul Islam

and Tareque Masud.

— Inside Today
Article
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Move to redefine loan defaulter

The government has taken
an initiative to redefine a 'loan
defaulter and the Bank Reform
Committee has already submit-
led its recommendations on the
issue to the finance ministry.

According to the current
Fractite. a person or a company
ecomes a defaulter as soon as
the loan becomes overdue. Bt
the committee says a loan
should be termed defaulted loan
only after it becomes classified.

Currently, a loan becomes
classified six months after it
becomes overdue. However, the
Bangladesh Bank, as part of the
on-going Financial Sector Re-
form Programme (FSRP). has
decided that a new interna-
tional standard to classify a
loan threc months after it be-
comes overdue will be effective
fromn December this yeat,

Bankers have generally wel-
coimmed this move. But the busi-
ness circle has sharply reacted
to the arrangement. They want
that the existing six-month
time-frame for an overdue loan
to become classilied should be
extended to one year or imple-
mentation of the new interna-

3 months' overdue loans to
be classified from Dec

By Inam Ahmed

tional standard should be de-
layed by at least another year.

The finance minister had al-
ready told the businessmen last
month that the World Bank
would be requested to defer im-
plementation of the new stan-
dard for identifying defaulters.
Sources said donors are un-
likely to agree to deviate from
the arrangements of the FSRP.

Meanwhile. the Bank Re-
form Committee in its recom-
mendations has saild that the
definition of overdue loan
should be the same for both pri-
vate and public organisations.
According to the current prac-
tice, loans given to the public
sector are not considered as
overdue, unlike in case of pri-
vate sector, as soon as the term
of the loan expires. Rather, a
six-month time is given for a
public sector loan to become
averdue,

As per the present practice,
continued credit be¢ exempted
from being termed overdue if
the total amount of interest is
paid and if the price of securi-
ties on the loans are higher
than the amount overdue. But

the committee felt that this sys-
tem should be cancelled because
it can be abused by defaulters.

It also sald the Bangladesh
Bank should lay down specific
rules to evaluate the price of eli-

ible securities like land and
uildings to check corruption
in price fixing.

e committee also felt that
immediate steps must be taken
to end misinterpretation of the
definition of loan defaulter, It
said there is no for confu-
sion in the BB defition on
overdue loans. Howewyer. the
committee maintai titis
not logical to use the def-
inition of loan defaultér in re-
stricting loans to a defaulting
company. It said a loanee
should not be termed a loan de-
faulter as soon as the loan be-
comies overdue. Il suggested that
a delaulter should be defined on
the basis of loan classification,
instead of loan overdue.

The committee also sup-
ported the BB's effort to intro-
duce a [resh loan classification
system in line with interna-
tional practice. According to

See Page 12 Col 3

' liticadl toe Argentina,
Pas aae A ;

PARIS, July 1: England
hates the penalty shootout. En-
glish fans really hate the
penalty shootout, reports AP.

For the third time in eight
years at a major tournament,
soccer's founding nation has
fallen victim to a newfangled
quirk of the game. The seem-
ingly random arrow of five-
kicks-a-side. used to bring an
end to endless ties. pointed the
other wayv once again.

To miake it worse, Lhie oppo-
neul was the longtime rival and
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England
Maradona "Hand of God" game
12 years ago.

“We are almost distraught,”
England coach Glenn Hoddle
said after Tuesday's loss that
sent the Argentines to a quar-

beat

terfinal match against the
Netherlands. “It's a bitter, bitter
pill to take. ... It's a very diffi-
cult way to go out of the tour-
nament.”

As English's notorious fans
with tickets filed out of Saint-
Etienne's Stade Geoffrey
Guichard and those without
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shuffled out of the city's bars,
police and citizens were on ten-
terhooks wondering how the
members of the hooligan
brigade would take out their
frustrations.

The night passed in relative
peace. There were a few brawls
involving England and Argen-
tine fans, and local youths
broke store windows and dam-

cars, but it was nothing
like the mad violence that sur-
rounded England's mwatch with
Tunisia two weeks ago. If any-

s the fans wallkang oul of
LY ™ -

the stadium in Saint-Etienne
seemed to depressed to rumble.
"Penalties, sad. Penalties,

sad,” muttered one fan, shaking

the shaven head on which he
had painted huge red intersect-
ing stripes to represent his
country’s flag. "The best team
went out.”

Penalties were also Eng-
land's curse in the 1990 World
Cup semifinals and in the 1996
European Championship
semis. Both times, the Germans

won thgeaglggtguti —Ia,m'l then
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Europe faces Latino challenge

Argentina's Ariel Ortega comes to console a broken
. hearted Paul Ince (C) after the absorbing second round
| duel had ended in Saint Etienne on June 30.—AFP photo

af _[ish _and  other

A partial view of BNP's "mass procession” in the city yesterday, led by party chief and

Leader of the Opposition in the Jatiya Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia.

—Star photo

| <“Maidan at 5:30

BNP brings out “mass procession’ in city

Quit power without further

delay, Khaleda asks govt

Thousands of BNP activists
led b arty chief Begum
Khaleda Zia marched thrnuﬁh
the main thoroughfares of the
city yesterday. demanding im-
mediate steps to resolve the wa-
ter-power-gas crisis, improve

law and order and check pricg,

spiral of essentials.
i Starti from the Paltan

rocessionists more than two

urs t6 reach the New Market
area, parading about six kilo-
metres. Police halted vehicular
movement through the streets
through which the procession
passed. This caused terrible
traffic jams that continued for
hours. No untoward incident
took place during the march,

arded by riot ce.
By BNP :I?lrd ilspfll!:s had ear-
lier announced the programme
for the 'mass ion' to re-
alise the demands. ~

prt took the™  ““ W h

By Staff Correspondent

Addressing the marchers
briefly at the Paltan maidan,
Begum Zia also Leader of the
Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad, asked the government
to step down and announce a
mid-term election because of its
“fajjure” to resolve any of the
its two years of

e <P

, the
former me minister lam-
basted the government for its
"failure” to resolve the water-
power-gas crisis, maintain law
and order and check price-hike
of-essentials.

She also charged the gov-
ernment with creating newer
problems, multiplying people's
sufferings. indulging in corrupt
practices and appeasing its 'for-
eign masters’,

"We'll have to [ree the people
from the clutches of the corrupt,
inept, lair and tyrant govern-

e -

ment”, she said.

"Quit power without further
delay and announce a mid-term
election. Otherwise, people will
overthrow you through a mass

upsurge”, she said.
She also accused the AL gov-

ernment of Eﬂl‘iﬂpiﬂrﬁ to sepa- *
i

rate the Chittagong Hill Tracts
and that people would
unde its “evil design”. She also
blamed the government "declin-
ing” industrial production and
a ruined economy.
She also called for a coun-
de half-day hartal on July
16 and a gherao of the BTV Bha-
ban on July 9.

Begum Zia reached Paltan
Maidan at 5.10 pm. The proces-
sion was scheduled to start at 3
pm. The huge Paltan Maidan
was filled with slogan-chanting
Fcnple who converged there
rom different parts in the city

See Page 12 Col 3

Participants at Indo-Bangla Dialogue say

Chittagong can emerge as
Singapore of South Asia

Participants at the just con-
cluded Indo-Bangladesh Dia-
Ic;_gue underlined the potential
of the port city of Chittagnnf
emerging as the Singapore o
South Asia.

They said that it could be-
come a financial hub of the re-

ion, and that the Banga-
andhu Jamuna Bridge could
provide physical links to the
neighbouring countries.
he three-day Indo-
Bangladesh dialogue on politics
and security that ended in the
capital yesterday, addressed

By Staff Correspondent

roblems relating to enclaves,
ssues ol land., riverine and

maritime boundaries, ethnic
insurgencies and their cross-
border implications.

The speakers also discussed
the issues of transit and the de-
velopment potentials of re-
gional transportation networks
and South Asian security.

Summing up the dialogue.
Prof Rehman Sobhan. a leading
analyst and the executive
chairman of the Centre for pol-
icy Dialogue, said that there
had been useful talks on the in-

surgencies that took place in
the CHT and those in the north-
eastern Indian states.

"We had deliberations on
what led to a settlement.” Sob-
han said.

Discussions were also held
on the potential of the Jamuna
Bridge providing greater eco-
nomic viability not only by
linking up different parts of
Bangladesh, but also by bridg-
ing different countries of the
region thro the Trans-Asian
Highway and the Trans-Asian

See Page 12 Col 8

Hundreds of pvt labs, no guidelines

Many run without registration,

even qualified pathologists

Private pathological labora-
tories in the country have been
operating without any govern-
ment guidelines.

The Medical Practice and
Private Clinics and Laborato-
ries (Regulation] Ordinance,
1982 merely defines a 'private
laboratory' but does not state
anything about how a labora-
tory should function and what
are the prerequisites for obtain-
ing registration.

A list in Schedule 'A’ of the
ordinance specifies the rates of
fees for various investigations.
The ordinance also mentions
that a register must be main-
tained and written acknowl-
edgment of receiving fees is to
be issued to the patients.

According to sources in the
Directorate of Health Services,
there are 575 registered labora-
tories in the city. But the unof-
ficial figure is at least three
times that figure.

Due to lack of proper guide-
lines on how patho uglcal in-
vestigations should be con-

ducted, owmers of the diagnostic

By Naimul Haq

cenires have been doing boom-
ing business taking advantage
of the loopholes in the law.
During an investigation by
this correspondent last week, it
was found that a large number
of city diagnostic centres do not

O

laboratory.

tration expired long ago and
they have been continuing
business without ren it.

It was also found that a
number of diagnostic centres
had no qualified pathologist or
lab technician.

I s

Technicians conducting tests at a

— Star photo

city pathological

$250m WB credit for health,
population project

The World Bank yesterday
announced the approval of a
250 million US dollar credit for
a health and population project
in the country, reports C

The project will support
healthcare reform, expand ac-
cess to essential services for the

r. reduce the number of in-
ant and pregnancy-related
deaths, and improve family

lanning services, said a World
k press release.

"Bangladesh has made re-
markable p ess in the area
of health and pepulation. Since
the 1970's, the fertility rate has
declined by more than hallf,
child immunisation has in-
creased from 10 to 70 per cent,
and there has been a substantial

‘decline in the number of infant

and child deaths,” the release

said quoting the bank's senior
ublic health specialist Dr
hilip Growers.

But Dr Gowers pointed out
that at the same time, major
challenges remain such as the
high incidence of p -re-
Iah;:d deaths ar:jd illnesses,
malnutrition, an verty-re-
lated infectious diaea?::a‘

The project supports the gov-
ernment's health and popula-
tion sector p thro
technical assistance and fund-
ing.

glt particularly focuses on
improvi the coverage and
uality of essential health and
amily planning services for
vulnerable groups, Earticﬂarly

r women and children, re-
orm reorganisation of public

See Page 12 Col 7

Non-tribal people
in Bandarban
refused resident

certificates

BANDARBAN, July 1: More

than one hundred non-tribal

le living in different parts

of the district were refused resi-

dent certificate by the Deputy
Commissioner today.

DC Atiqul Islam told UNB
that only those who have land
in the district will get the per-
manent resident certificates.
This is the decision of the gov-
ermnment, he added.

Each day, scores of non-
tribal Feuple from different
parts o thE diséﬂctmhave becln
thmnﬁi the DC's office to col-
lect t ;# permanent resident
certificates.

The people having no resi-
dent certificate and their chil-

See Page 12 Col 8
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France may have
to do without
Thierry Henry

CLAIREFONTAINE, France,
July 1: Preparing to face one of
the toughest defenses at the
World Cup, France may have to
do without top marksman
Thierry Henry. reports AP,

Henry, who has scored three
goals in the tournament, nursed
a sprained left ankle Wednesday
and is uncertain to make

Friday afternoon's kickoff
%p& Italy at the Stade de
z ce in Saint-Denis.

"l don't know whether he can
See Page 12 Col 7

Pak N-scientist
flees to US

NEW YORK, July 1: A Pak-
istani nuclear scientist has fled
to the United States and agreed
to give information about his

countiry’'s nuclear programme,
saying he is concerned Pak-

istan might be considering a
strike against India, his lawyer

says, reports AP.
Iftikar Chaudhury Khan, 29,

is prepared to describe Pak-
istan's nuclear programme to
US officials, including assis-
tance it has received from
China and Iran, attorney

See Page 12 Col 1

T WORLDCUP'%

MIOKOFF

QUARTERFINALS
July 3 Italy vs France, 8:30
pm BST
July 3 Brazil vs Denmark,

1:00 am BST
July4 Argentina vs Holland,
July 4 B&mﬂu meﬂmﬂ tia,
VE LUIroa
1:00 am
(Yesterday it was printed

that the Italy-France match
would be held at 1:00 am and
Brazil-Denmar' a( 8:30 pm on
July 3. In fact, it should be read
as per this schedule)

,- 7 jailed Myanmar nationals

die of AIDS in two yrs

By Mizan Al

Seven Myanmar nationals,
convicted and jailed Iin
Ban ndI;:h died of AIDS dur-
i e t two years, according
lggthc Home ng:utrjr officials.

Officials at the Myanmar
embassy in Dhaka, however,
decli to comment on the is-
sue saying, "it is beyond our
knowledge."

Two more Myanmar nation-
als, also prisoners, have been
detected with AIDS. are
undergoing treatment at the
city's infectious Diseases H -
tal (IDH), the sources d,
without %ﬂlﬁ further details.

Healt inis sources
said, a total of 102 positive
cases have been identified in

the country till June this year.
Of the total HIV tive pa-
tients reported in the country,

10 had developed full-blown
AIDS. Among the patients,
seven had already died while
three others were undergoing
medical treatment.

"When a foreign prisoner is
identified as an AIDS patient,
we immediately inform the
concerned government and
make a request to take him
back at the earliest,” said an of-
ficial. '

Sources at the IDH said that
the victims were provided

symptomatic treatment. "The
retroviral treatment, which is
needed in such cases, however,
is very nsive,” a source
sald. According to him, ex-
pcnmufnrt retroviral trnatmmtlt
ent a ma upto

000 US dotlars. ¢
A Home Ministry source said
that in case a victim dies of
AIDS, information is sent im-

mediately to the government
concerned, reques them to
take back the body.

"If no reply is received even
after waiting for a few days we
carry out the burial process in
accordance with the rituals of
the respective religion of the de-

ceased.” the source said. :
* Aecording to the Home Min-

istry officials, a total of about
3 Myanmar nationals are
serving prison terms mainly on
charges of illegal border cross-
ing. The l'umjr::rritiv_l of them are
kept in jails of the Chittagong

I :
img'chigh official of the Myan-
mar embassy said that the
Counselor of the embassy was
making an assessment of the
ri]a-.nneru held in Bangladeshi
ails. ;
These 300 prisoners were ar-
rested during the period be-

See Page 12 Col 8

Che Daily zrr
World Cup Quiz ‘%8

DRAW OF ROUND-8

5pm Jatiya Press Club

Guests Include

Ace footballer Alfaz Ahmed
Ace footballer Rakib Hossain
Veteran journalist Shahadat Chowdhury
Eminent sports journalist Azam Mahmood
and .
Noted singer Shakila Zafar

You are most cnrdiallg invited
And Remember

Round-9 begins from today
-~ See the Sports Page NOW!




