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45 per cent to increase produc-
tivity in mills and factories,

Jn top of it, VAT has been
withdrawn from the retail sale
of cement, CI sheet and MS
products and toiletries. ’

The finance minister pro-
posed 25 per cent increase in the

duty on buses and trucks to
protect local assembling plants,
and supplementary duty on pa-
per-backed aluminum cigarette
paper to 45 per cent from 30 per
cent to discourage smoking.

Kibria pro to reduce the
rate of tax collection at the
stage of purchase of bandrolls
of bidi to five per cent from the
earlier proposed 10 per cent.

He also proposed a down-
ward revision of tax from the
sellers of immovable property
to 7.5 per cent [rom the pro-
posed nine per cent. The rate is
currently six per cent.

lustead of taking 1wo-

ronged excise from power-
ooms, by way of measuring the
length of cloths at the rate of Tk
.50 per meter and by counting
the number of looms at the rale
of Tk 300 per loom, the finance
minister proposed a simplified
Tk 200 revenue on each loom.

Earlier, in his budget wind-
ing up speech, Kibria responded
to the criticism of the proposed
budget by opposition BNP.

He said former finance min-
ister Saifur Rahman had once
warned that the economy would
collapse within two months,
but 10 months after his warn-
ing it is still doing well.

"Such nihilistic statements

bring frustrations,” he said. "In
fact, we are enjoying such high
growths which never occurred
in the last 20 years. I expect that
this year's estimated growth of
5.6 per cent would go up after fi-
nal estimation.”

On inflation. he said the
government is firm to keep
prices of essentials within lim-
its. About BNP charges about
frequent devaluation, he said
this is a misinformed state-
ment and that the country has a
stable currency.

Those who took part in the
budget discussion yesterday in-
cluded Commerce and Indus-
tries Minister Tofael Ahmed,
Water Resources Minister Abdur
Razzak., Suranjit Sengupta, Dr
Mohammad Selim, Forest and
Environment Minister Sajeda
Chowdhury, Post and
Telecommunications Minister
Mohammad Nasim. Food and
Aﬁricultur: Minister Motia
Chowdhury, Deputy Minister
for Shipping Saber Hossain
Chowdhury, AHM Mostafa Ka-
mal, Abdul Mannan, Dr Kazi
Abu Yusuf, Ahsanullah Master
and Afseruddin Khan of the rul-
ing Awami e

The BNP lawmakers who
took part in fhe discussion in-
cluded M Saifur Rahman, Oppo-
sition Chief Whip Khandakar
Delwar Hossain, Khandakar
Mosharraf Hossain, Morshed
Khan, Abu Yusuf Md Khalilur
Rahman, Ruhul Kuddus
Talukder Dulu, Mosharraf Hos-
sain Mongu, Joint Abedin
Farug. Hafizuddin Ahmed,
Syed Monjur Hossain, Mozahar

PM: Economy revitalised
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addition to some genuine cases,
there were many cases which
had been filed with ill motive,
“I've reports that some Opposi-
tion lawmakers file such cases
whenever they pay visits to
their respective constituencies.
An investigation is in progress
now to ascertain the percentage
of such motivated cases”.

Sheikh Hasina reiterated
her governments firm com-
mitment for rule of law in the
country. She referred to a recent
incident without mentioning
anyone's name and said, "How
can rule of law be established if
anyone, being accused in a case,
dare to disregard court by not
placing oneself on the dock and
instead make speeches on court
premises”.

She said in the past people
could not even visit police sta-
tions in fear of ruling party
hoodlums. But now, she
claimed, people can easily file
cases with thanas as a sense of
security has been restored.

Accusing late President Zi-
aur Rahman of killing of many
military officials including 600
Air Force persconnel and re-
warding killers of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man with diplomatic jobs,
Hasina said, "Patronising crim-
inals encourages the tendency
of committing crimes and that's
why we have put an end to that
legacy of the past”,

The Prime Minister was also
critical of some Opposition
leaders’ ‘provocation centring
their June 9 long march pro-
gramime and said that propa-
F,anda and misinierpretation of
act could not be fool the people.

In a sharp contrast with the
tradition of past, she claimed,
her government did not induige
in politics of vengeance and
showed enough restraint and
patience by not arresting any
one of the previous government.
Without naming the previous
BNP government, she said, "the
biggest offences they committed
were rigging votes in the Febru-
ary 15, 1996 elections and
killing 140 people between
February 15 and March 30,
1996. But, we did not arrest
them."”

Regarding various corrup-
lion cases against opposition
leaders, Hasina said the Bureau
of Anti-Corruption was filing
cases and the government re-
frained from any interference.

Turning to power crisis in
the country, the Prime Minister
said investigation was on to
identify how the National Grid
failed recently. She added that
it was because of the previous

overnment’s corrupt practices,
ﬁnrmrs refrained from provid-
ing funds for the power sector
and as a result, overhauling of
age-old power generating units
could not be done.

She raised questions about
Opposition lawmakers manag-
ing candles instantly when
there was a power lailure in the
Jatiya Sangsad a few months
back.

Hasina also blasted the Op-
position for being critical of
‘BKSAL' (Bangladesh Krishak
Sramik Awami League) saying
that "They don't like it as the
idea of BKSAL was to bring eco-
nomic Ireedom for peasants
and workers in the country".

|_Ppressure on the general people.

Hossain, Akhteruzzaman. Abul
Kalam Azad, Dr Habibur Rah-
man, Moshiur Rahman, Sham-
suddin Ahmed and Golam Mor-
shed.

On behall of Jatiya Party,
HM Ershad. Fazle Rabbi and
Zinat Hossain took part in the
discussion.

Taking part in the budget
discussion, former finance
minister Saifur Rahman said
the proposed budget is contrac-
tionary in nature and it is a
document of stagnation and de-
cline. He said time has come for
some nsionary measures to
create jobs.

He also called for a partner-
ship in politics by shunning
mudslinging between the Trea-
sury and the Opposition
benches. He said the partner-
ship is needed to move ahead to
the 21st century.

Saifur said many of the bud-
get's assessments are inade-
quate and it lacks trans-

parciicy. He charged that the
size of development fund has
reduced over the years adding
that this would reduce employ-
ment.

Former President HM Er-
shad of JP said that there was
no reflection of the ple's
hopes and aspiration in the

meomdbud@L
rshad said in the budget,

the Finance Minister has failed
to take any e of the success
of the government and also to
give any future guideline. There
was no mention of last year's
failure in the budget, he a .

The JP Chairman and par-
liament party leader criti-
cised widening the VAT net and
said {t would affect the common

e.

IEIdUEH‘iEB and Commerce

Minister Tofael Ahmed said

“that for the first time budget

has been prepared after dis-
cussing with different profes-
sional groups. including differ-
ent business bodies.

Terming the budget as a bal-
anced one, the minister during
the budget discussion, said the
main characteristic of the pro-

sed budget is no fresh tax has

n imposed and the budget
has given a boost to computer
software export and declared it
as a thurst sector which Le said
will help to earn foreign cur-
rency.

He said steps has been taken
to boost the export, to stop ha-
rassment and corruption. from
revenue and tax collection.

Telecommunications Minis-
lﬁr Muhammgd Haﬁimﬂ?!ﬂntd
the proposed budget as the most
ba]ai:mnd bud ?gcﬁd said it has
been prepa keeping in mind
the reality of the country.

He blamed General Zia for
the present disiial situation of
the country's ecoromy and said

Zia had opened the door of
banks to the borrowers and de-
stroyed the banking sector. He
said Ershad and Begum Zia fol-
lowed the culture.

Admitting restriction in
sanctioning bank loans, he
said, the present Finance Min-
ister is trying to bring back dis-
cipline in the banking sector.

Food and Agriculture Minis-
ter Begum Motia Chowdhury
termed the proposed budget as
most disciplined one.

GpJ)nsltlun Chief Whip
Khondoker Delwar Hossain
said the expansion of the VAT
net would increase price of es-
sentials creating tremendous
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BNP chairperson and Leader of the Opposition in Jatiya Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia re-
ceiving former Indian Prime Minister IK Gujral when he called on her at her official
residence in the city yesterday.

Teenage boy
murdered

at Mirpur
By Staff Correspondent

A teenage boy was found
dead in the city's Mirpur area
yesterday morning.

The boy was identified as
Faruk Hossain alias Guitar, 16,
son of Golam Rasul, a resident
of Block-A in Mirpur Section-1,
police said.

There were several marks of
stab injuries in different parts
of the y. The motive behind
the killing could not be known
immediately.

Four [riends of Faruk called
him out of his home at about
10:30 pm Sunday. The next
morning he was found dead in
front of a house at Block-E, ac-
cording to police.

Meanwhile, Mirpur police
said last night that Guitar was
an accused in a case under the
Women and Children Repres-
sion Prevention Act, 1995,

None was arrested in con-
nection with the killing till
filing of this report last night.

Germany win
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where close, had all day to put
in the rebound. but instead
Fl:::oked it straight back to the

eek;{;er.
ad Germany lost, it would
have been its earliest World Cup
exit since 1978. when the sec-
ond round was used a group
format instead of single elimi-
nation.

The match was played in
torrid conditions at the Stade
de la Mosson. with temperature
?E}]ﬁcknﬂ reaching 33 Celsius

JP walkout
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was undemocratic and unpar-

— liamentary,” said Ershad com-

ing out of the House at 6:15 pin.

Taking part in yesterday's
budget discussion, JP Chairman
and Parliamentary Party
leader Ershad refuted the alle-
gation made by Tofael Ahmed.

After this, Waler Resources
Minister Abdur Razzak took

in the budget discussion.

After Razzak's speech, Er-
shad demanded the tloor to give
personal explanation, but he
was refused by the Chair as it
was raised after Tofael's speech.

The JP lawmakers raised
hue and cry and finally walked
out of the House.

BSS adds: Communications
Minister Anwar Hossain Manju
was not present when JP staged
the walkout.

Manju, however, joined the
session later.

J

Why Speaker
came by bus
instead of

helicopter

By Staff Correspondent

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury yesterday explained
why he returned to the capital
by road rather than by
helicopter after the inaugura-
tion ceremony of the Banga-
bandhu Jamuna Bridge on June
23

"l preferred to stay back to
enjoy the natural beauty”, said
the Speaker after Mashiur
Rahman of BNP criticised
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
for flying back to Dhaka from
the bridge site taking her "chil-
dren in her copter but leaving
the Speaker behind”.

The Speaker's statement in
the Jatiya Sangsad made the
Opposition members laugh
wﬂﬁc the Treasury Bench
members kept mum.

Mashiur Rahman followed
another BNP lawmaker,
Shahidul Islam. who made a
similar statement the other
day. On Saturday, Shahidul Is-
lam resented the government
for not offering the Speaker a
seat on the dais at the bridge's
opening ceremony.

"This showed Awami
League's character of bluffing
(the people],” commented
Mashiur, expressing his sympa-
thy for the Speaker who. he
said, had to return on a bus.

"The PM took me in her heli-
copter to the Jamuna Bridge's
opening programme and [ was
supposed 1o fly back on the
same copter. 3ut 1 preferred to
stay back 1o eijoy the natural

beauly”. Humayun Rashid
Choudhury said, adding that he
later came back on Lhe home
ministers car.

His clarification was for the
sake of record in the parlia-
ment proceedings, Choudhury
enmarked.

Budget: B Chy

From Page |

tlon't want to see a gloomy pic-
ture of the country and for that
tolerance of everyone is re-
quired and the government will
have to take the leading role.”
Peace and stability is re-
uired for the development of
the country, he said adding
peace and stability can be en-
sured with the establishment of
ustice in the society that the
‘government has failed to en-
sure.”

Pointing to the socio-eco-
nomic programmes mentioned
in the proposed budget. he said
there was nothing new in it.

From Page 1

trade imbalance, Dhaka has re-
iterated its earlier suggestion
for zero tarill on its goods en-
tering the Indian market. A
proposal has also been made for
setting up of joint venture en-
terprises by Indian companies
with the condition that the
‘oods would be sold in the In-
lan market.

He said India responded ﬂros-
itively to a proposal to reduce
the trade imbalance and sug-
gested that Bangladesh not only
offer goods but also sell ser-
vices.

Asked what was meant by
selling services, the forelgn sec-
retary said, it meant providing
transit and port facilities.

Asked what was Dhaka's an-
swer to the Indian suggestion,
he sald, "We have not re-
sponded. We said we have no
immediate comment.”

He sald Bangladesh re-
quested India to take measures
to ratify the 1974 Mujib-Indira
border agreement which
Bangladesh ratified long ago.

"We expressed our hapﬁin-tﬂs
aboult the Ganges water sharing
treaty and suggested that there

i

Direct bus service

should be agreement on other
rivers and therefore meeting ol
the JRC should be held shortly
the foreign secretary said.

On extradition ol ULFA
leader Anup Chetia, Bangladesh
side said that since he was flac-
ing trial in cases filed here, the
matter could nolt considered
before it was settled by the local
courts.

He replied in the allirmative
when asked if they discussed
cross-border insurgency and
lerrorisim. )

The Indian side, led by For-
eign Secretary K Raghunath,
included Dev Mukherjee, High
Commissioner in Dhaka. Mrs
Lella Ponnappa. Joinl Secre-
tary, Ministry of External Af-
fairs, Ms Sen Vyas Minister, D
Chakrovarty, Minister and De-
vinath Shaw. Counsellor of the
Indian High Commission in
Dhaka.

The Bangladesh side. led by
Foreign Secrelary Mostafizur
Rahman, included Bangladesh
High Commissioner to India
Shafi Sami and Director Gen-
eral South Asia, Sirajul Islam.

Raghunath left Dhaka last
night for home after a two-day
visit to Bangladesh.

— Star photo

Only bilateral
talks can resolve
crisis: Gujral

Former Indian Prime Minis-
ter 1K Gujral yesterday Tpused
the mediation by a third coun-
try. saying that it would rather
create obstacle to reducing the
tension in the sub-continent,
reports UNB.

Referring to the recent move
of Bangladesh government to
bring India and Pakistan
across the table, Gujral said
only bilateral discussion be-
tween the two countries could
resolve the crisis.

IK Gujral expressed his views
during a 70-minute discussion
with BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia when he made a
courtesy call on her at her offi-
cial residence yesterday. _

Briefing about the discus-
sion, a spokesman of BNP later
told newsmen that |ssues in-
cluding current political situa-
tion in the sub-continent came
up in the meeting.

Former Prime Minister Be-
gum Zia drew attention of Gu-

jral to the tense situation cre-

ated following the nuclear tests
by India and Pakistan and the
recent statements of India BJP
leaders on the construction of
Ram Mandir at the site of Babri
Mosque.

"Nuclear tests (by India) was
an election manifesto of BJP.
but it was not a national agenda
of the government,” Gujral was
quoted to have told Begum Zia.

About Ram Mandir, Gujral
said the statements made by the
BJP proved their foolishness.

Uproar in JS

over agarbati

By Staff Correspondent

Treasury and Opposition
bench lawmakers yesterday
hurled abuses at each other,
causing uproar in the Jatiya
Sangsad, as the two sides were
locked in a debate on whether
supplementary duty had been

pro on tl (perfumed
stick) in the proposed budget [or
1998-99. R .

Lawmakers of Opposition
BNP claimed that 15 per cent
supplementary duty was pro-
posed on agarbati while Fi-
nance Minister SAMS Kibria
and some other members in the
Treasury Bench denied it. Dur-
ing the challenge and counter-
challenge, both the sides quoted
from the budget documents.

At one stage Prof Shahidul
Islam of BNP passed a derisive
comment about the finance
minister, prompting the ruling
p?rty MPs to shout at him. Most
of the Treasury Bench members
including several ministers
sprang up on their feet and
threw similar comments to the
Opposition MP,

e situation cooled down
when Speaker Humayun Rashid
Choudhury expunged the BNP
MP's remark. He also advised
the members to refrain from
making such comments.

However, the finance minis-
ter made it clear that there was
no such proposal in the new
budget and h?amcd the Opposi-
tion lawmakers for misleading
the people through spreading
‘untrue” statement. Duty on
agarbati was imposed during
the past BNP regime. he said.

Foreign delegates
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of the Coalition Against Tra-
flicking in Wornen, Bangladesh,
which hosted the conference.

Kandupatty has been con-
verted into a market after local
residents forced the inmates out
last year,

A former inmate of the bor-
dello. Ms Momtaz and a human
rights activist from Odhikar,
Ms Shireen Asad. accompanied
the group alfter a press conler-
ence that followed the regional
conference.

"They pulled our driver down
the bus and in the melee, some-
body struck me with his fist, Ms
Aida Santos of Philippines told
The Daily Star last night at her
hotel. Ms Siti Ruhaini Dzuhay-
atin of Indonesia lost her silk
jacket and Ms Shireen was in-
jured.

The group finally managed
to return to their hotel alter
they took shelter in a market
near the Balda Garden, where
their bus also came under at-
tack on their way back.

A case has been filed by Ad-
vocate Sigma Huda with the
Sutrapur thana.

Ms Cecilia Hoffman de-
manded that the government
should provide security to Ms
Momtaz, who told The Dail
Star that she could ia:henti!'yj,Ir
some of the people, who are
sidekicks of the local commis-
sioner, Hossain Mollah.

Dutch win
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67th minute WhEEl he divted 1|'1'“1{1.1151
length to meet a line n
cross from Ronald De r but
sent his header a fraction wide
of Ivica Kralj's left post.

Cocu did put the ball into the
net in the 79th minute but the

goal was disallowed for danger-
ous play by Bergkamp, who had
lifted a feet too high seconds
earlier.

The Yugoslavs would have
heen ahead by that stage had
striker Mijalovic not lashed his
penalty against the bar. It was
the first World Cup finals
penalty miss in lar time for
eight years and foliowed 38 suc-
cessful conversions in a row.

Spanish referee Jose Garcia-
Aranda had signalled a foul
when defender Jaaﬂ Stam
pulled the shirt of Ju-

Emdc in the area, although the
ugoslav player stayed on his

The Eaat side, who
went in 1-0 down at half time
luukh:gd short of ideas,
shed r ﬂefensivc inhibition
after the interval and equalised
in the 48th minute.

Slack Dutch marking al-
lowed defender Komljanovic to
rise unmolested at the far post
to head home a swirling [ree

kick from captain Dragan Sto-
jkovic. -

Finance Bill
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by-cycle and rickshaw tyres has
been fixed at 15 per cent instead
of the proposed 30 per cent.

Supplementary tax on air-
conditioner has been fixed at 25
per cent instead of 45 per cent.

Excise duty on power loom
has been re-fixed at Tk 200 per
loom. '

Duty on furniture used for
operation theatre, hospital bed
and dentists’' chair has been re-
duced to 7.5 per cent from the
proposed 15 per cent.

Depreciation value of old
vehicles has been fixed at 50 per
cent instead of proposed 60 per
cent.

Supplementary duty on old
motor car and j from 1300 cc
to 1600 cc has been reduced to
60 per cent from the proposed
80 per cent while for 1600 cc
1800 cc reduced to 80 per cent
instead ol 100 per cent.

SOFA

From Page 1

Immediately after the visit-
ing Indiap ‘é:tcrnal Affairs
Secretary, K Raghunath called
on him, Samad Azad told wait-
ing newsmen, "Our meetings
with Indian leaders is a contin-
uous process, which | started
when IK Gujral was the foreign
minister. The bilateral rela-
tions with India are improv-
ing.”

Holding of offices

From Page 1

their acceptance of the public
osts of State Minister and
eputy Minister were illegal,
unconstitutional, unethical,
unparliamentary and against
the convention of Parliamen-
tary form of government.

feenzefgehi

ST Sre@are (- AAfaaze FAATT=
(g TIEIE beIvA efewle)

¢, e q1/q, BIFI- Y000

RliRIRIRIR

“GEONIIS (+]-55H S [T AT
eFIT FATE AT FEOT wRerae”’

Rl[el[2

yofgafde arferg |

frenzefgebhra o« Mbifae i et e

FEFd FmAer [AurEefadthy s afks-cimem ¢ mem-saemme @R A
yAATREAa S1el fR: fRarfas a3 Rame ) ome Rafre smer sl s wEr® sasy 6 v wER
Yhad M e 4% I ¥R s [RaRe swr wifte fGm o aEs @ @R
TR IFATCRR FRAS TfAa ¢ smng Fygriiel smal a1 girem| 8@, o Sl

[s Rafre @R s fFEmas

0Y-09-ab3t XX

03-09-553L T®

e == e T R e e A

AL

R |

AN/ (B (AIE TS |

R RPREFREFREFRRRRRRRRIERE R E R RIE

WS |

a1 4 |

qASE) |

weq &9/ 5rEa Y |

RREERRR R R R R IR R

fafe-¢ye

3y b BrA wigz qrd wwenteg e (@R /A vue.
ol ¢ BF 6 BRI WEE 439 wuwTE

g O @2 @ «fF o BA 2Br® v BF ol g

@ o bR w@e wwe=y wifa Sfsam/ @@ sve
432 ¢ AR I 4T FUEH=E LE (TR

o WErmR/fAE-w1/ (BEe
@rea/ane ¢HA/ 8T wiely e /Iw
giv/famm (i wrdhn AEd & (ol

@S AR /erE e/ whifam (wrd ardte)
a WO FETIM/ AR LW (WiTard Arde) |

REWITCRREMH/e5 /a8 /aq-ar

AR RR R R R R R R R R R R RRE

S wrrsifde AI3red AN/ T TS TE s30.00
AN I8¢ XA 4-¢” TS wi -0 " xr-¢”

9 RGO @A IS/ DTAR LFSNI Y38.00

gifas= | Way- | wfasi- | Srey-
e _L':ﬁ__ll‘aliiﬂ-i Eiﬁlﬂlﬂ.@ {:ﬁhﬂﬁlﬁm eI~ TE
FT‘T[ t-m |J'|¢| w
al0.00 So¢k.oo Solw.oo
oo bbO,.00 Baw.00 BAI=.00 %
9ok .00 S9ob.o0o0 Yi8.00 VPARB.OO r_.:l
wYo.00 Lo .00 A0=.00 903,00
00 Yo, 00 Bi¥B.00 ByB.oo E
Lk
SPIMA/AIIS 389w.00 3IBW.00 29%.00 29%.00 ]
RY.00 \B N.oo VB h.00
¢y .00 ¢y .00 Y9.00 L9.00 &
‘.00 \r.oo 1y.00 < h.00 %
AT W E'

R R R R R RRR R AR R R R PR R RIRR

TIrRrATTE (Il s vf 5

IpRR R PR RRRIRRIRRIBIRIRIE O]




