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. to be through with their responsibility
that people do not lodge complaints. This is not ac-
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Big Power Wave-length

Both in terms of symbolism and tangibles, Bill
Clinton's historic China visit, first in nine years
by any US President since the Tiananmen crack-
down on pro-democracy dissidents, is proving to be
a success. True to his vow that he would keep
hammering the US human rights point of view
throughout his nine-day lunista in China, Clin-
ton has already pointed out that his state welcom-
ing ceremony in Tiananmen Square evoked ‘the
ghosts of the events of nine years ago.' Indeed the
{_u]::int press conference that followed his otherwise

ighly productive summit with Chinese President
Jiang Zemin turned into an occasion for public de-
bate on the subject. They agreed to disagree on
democracy, freedom of speech and association and
treatment of political dissidents.

That has been the symbolic part of the outcome
with the tangible content of it reading more im-
pressive than that. China and the USA have made
a stride in their relationship based on the belief
that they can and must do business with each
other. It is in their mutual interest to do so. By
hindsight, Washington had renewed the MFN sta-
tus to China despite the unbridged differences with
Beijing on the human rights question. So, the seed
of rapprochement was there and this has now come
to flower with the Sino-US pact. Apart from being
a historic agreement on 4
stipulates that the USA and China would no longer
target their nuclear weeil'puns at each other,

ey have spoken of "strategic alliance,” and of
being "partners and not adversaries." All these
sound like an idiom born straight out of the nu-
clear turbulence scenario. Clinton has said as
much — 'the pact is a counterweight to the recent
Indian and Pakistani nuclear tests.’
As a matter of fact, both Jiang Zemin and Bill

T

key-points the pact

Clinton have spoken with one voice on South Asia. °

They have called upon India and Pakistan to 51‘:'(‘)’[)
further N-tests and sign CTBT without delay. We
welcome the relevance of their worry over the new
burst of nuclearisation but do not think it is a
complete recipe by itself. We suggest they jointly
assure India and Pakistan on their security con-
cerns. India's threat perception revolves around
Kashmir on the west and China on the east. China
as a long-standing traditional ally of Pakistan has
a clout with her. The USA can be persuasive with
India and Pakistan both. If the vastly improved
US-China relations is a common denominator be-
tween the conflicting sides then perhaps it needs to
be harnessed in defusing the nuclear tension in
South Asia. Let the Indian Ocean be 'a zone of peace’
as a key element to global denuclearisation.

Salaries-only Varsities

Soon after the national budget was out, with its
40 billion-plus allocation to education, we had
lamented in this column that 80 per cent of this
huge sum would go to salaries and some more to
constructions and maintenance, leaving almost
nothing to education and student support. Now we
are not alone in our misgivings. From inside the
education sector has come a report on the affairs of
our universities which says salaries eat up 70 per
cent of their budgets leaving very little for educa-
tional and research activities. We are happy that
the observation comes from no less a body than the
University Grants Commission — who hold the

purse-string of the universities and yet maintain

that universities have been spending their kitties
on irregular payments on unacceptable post cre-
ations and promotions.

Why should we bemoan salaries to teachers? No, |

it's not quite that. Paying them is paying for what
they give to the students, namely, education.
Salaries shouldn't have been the pain that it is now
precisely because nobody is convinced that the stu-
dents get their money's value. Can education be
meaningfully imparted without proper laborato-
ries and equipment and sufficiently stocked li-
braries?

Mass literacy and primary education are, by
their sheer number, unwieldy things. Even the wis-
est of policies takes time to show result here, such
result as no one can predict for sure. National ex-
cellence in intellectual pursuit and in coming to
grips with the universe and the more complicated
man's world — depends very much on the universi-
ties. A nation's capacity is built there out of the ca-
pability born of its geography and history, culture
and physical anthropology. Why shouldn't the
universities, lending so eminently to good leader-
ship because of the smallness of the constituency,

- be a study in excellence themselves? What's hold-

ing?

There should, of course, be more money to
higher education. More than the present one per
cent of GDP. But there must be universities in
Bangladesh competing for students and for excel-
lence — and many of today's problems will not be

there.
W here Pirates Rule

We don't hear of them much these days because
the world in which they used to operate has shrun-
ken beyond recognition. The rapid expansion and
development in overland communication system
has robbed the rivers of their importance, might
and size. Rivers may have gone moribund but the
pirates are alive and ruling with impunity. A re-
port published yesterday in a leading Bangla daily
mapped the river routes grovelling under the
tyranny of pirates. Armed with firearms and hid-

en behind masks these pirates are ambushing
passengers frequently. It looks as though a vast
stretch of the Jamuna adjacent to Bera of Pabna,
Shibalaya of Manikganj and Daulatpur has gone
under their control. The situation looks pretty se-
{'iluus because the plunderers are active even in day-
me.

Unfortunately the gravity of the situation is not
reflected by the attitude of police authorities. The
correspondent who spoke to some of the victims
and the local law enforcing agency found the latter
blissfully ignorant of the whole thing. They seem

ceptable. In Bangladesh people avoid police be-
cause they do not have confidence in them; seeking
help from men in uniform is seldom a reassuring
experience for the common man. ‘Incidental ex-
8 are so heavy that more often than not

clear of police seems a better option. Even
now when the rivers are long past their peak navi-
gability a considerable number of people rely on
communication through river routes. Their safety
must be ensured. We demand that the authorities
look into the matter seriously and urgently and do

whatever is nced_cd to alleviate the problem.

“most likel

Missile Proliferation in South Asia : The Question of Complicity

atomic bomb in 1945
there was an element of
inevitability in its prolifera-
tion. With no amount of safe-
guards the US could retain the
monopoly of its secrets. After
she had to share nuclear tech-
nology at least with all of her
wartime allies — the resultant
club of the white races did not
want to see anymore finger on
nuclear button. So, it was a
shock when China exploded her
device in 1964. A quickly con-
ducted American survey re-
vealed that in the mid-sixties
almost two dozens of countries
were on the threshold of goin
nuclear. Seized with a paranoi
anxiety over this ominous de-
velopment the club engaged it-
self in a grand bargain with
non-nuclear weapons states
(NNWS), particularly the new
aspirants for nuclear status. An
unusual diplomatic alacrity on
the part of nuclear weapons
states (NWS) produced non-
liferation treaty (NPT) in 1970.

The anxiety over prolifera-
tion however isted as a de-
fiant few including India and
Pakistan, stayed away from the
treaty. While the arch rivals of
South Asia briskly went ahead
with their bomb-making pro-
gramme the nuclear club and its
allies adopted various measures
to make the projects difficult. If
they could not be dissuaded
from their nuclear adventure
the nuclear weapons states
(NWS) wanted to prevent them
from establishing what they
called a nuclear regime of
which the delivery system was
an important component.
Given a sound economic base
and certain technological capa-
bility the bombmaking these
days is easier than before, but
delivering it by long range mis-
sile remains an art mastered
a restricted inner circle. It is

recisely this reason that the

issile Technology Control
Regime (MTCR) was brought
into being in 1987 to put a lid on
the missiles’ further prolifera-
tion.

The present system of con-
trol on the spread of ballistic
missile technology through
MTCR was however the product
6f an evolutionary process
which started almost simulta-
neously with NPT negotiations

VER since the United
States made its first

HEN “everyone” and her

urncles were expecting a

sanctions-oriented
tough budget, the Federal
Finance Minister did his usual
Houdini-act again. This took
the political wind out of the

Opposition's sails and they were
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firm implementation of land
reforms,

Despite the fact that as Pak-
istan's financial guru Senator
Sartaj Aziz was symbolically
bound in chains, bundled in a
sack and thrown into the deep
end. he has emerged, wet and
shivering perhaps, with a sur-
prisingly liberal but (in the cir-
cumstances) enterprising Fed-
eral Budget.

In the face of a looming eco-
nomic crisis the Finance Min-
ister has relied on a number of
assumptions, viz that (1) for-
eign aid of approximately Rs.
142 billion will keep flowing
into the country as per the sta-
tus quo before May 28, (2) CBR
will deliver at least Rs. 60 - 70
billion more than the Rs. 290
billion it should manage to ex-
tract from tax-payers this year,
and (3) Pakistanis abroad will
send money through the bank-
ll]’_lg system rather than through
"Hundi” outside the system.

These assumptions can be
labelled as optimistic though
not outrightly risky. Both tﬁe
IMF and World Bank have
shrugged off their commit-
ments so either our Arab uncles
in Saudi Arabia and Abu Dhabi
have to come through or we are
living in hope and as such bluff-
ing, which will not only bé
criminal but tragic for this
country when the bottom disin-
tc%rat:s and the economy goes
into a free fall without a
parachute. On the plus side Fed-
eral Commerce Minister MNA

Ishaq Dar seemns to have got
some joy out of his trip to

to be alfected by a’ .

 If Pakistan has been able to dent MTCR in obtaining much of her missile technology from outside sources,
India is no less responsible for tampering with MT'CR in boosting her 'indigenous' missile programme.

and continues till date. The
MTCR was formally initiated
h%r US department of defence in
1982 with negotiations starting
with the regime's potential par-
ticipants, When MTCR was
made public in 1987 China and
former Soviet Union were still
not signatories to the agree-

ment. The [pormer Sovietl Um?n.
in spite to her anxiely over Is-

racl's rapid progress on Jericho
missiles which could reach part
of Russia, preferred to stay out-
side what it saw as being in-
strument for ensuring western
hﬂgemnng in technology ex-
change. She signed up MTCR
only in 1995,

Although MTCR {s a global
concept at the core of which is
international security, its
thrust has been essentially di-
rected against South Asia where
India already exploded her nu-
clear bomb in 1974 and Pak-
istan was closely trailing be-
hind with menacing posture of
making her own nuclear device.
It was expected that both the
countries would soon look for
delivery means for their de-
vices. en India successfully
launched its first satellite in
1980 Washington rightly antic-
ipated that the days were not far
off when India would have the
ability to hurtle nuclear deviee
halfway across the world. Be-
cause it is impossible to distin-

uish space launch projects
rom ballistic missiles and the
MTCR partners became gen-
uinely hostile to space launch
efforts. Spurred by this threat
and similar space programmes
in Israel and elsewhere the US
administration decided to get a
cap on such developments. For
this to be assured the western
exports on ballistic missile
technology, it was felt, had to be
rigorous and widely observed.

The MTCR was never in-
tended to be a complete re-
sponse to the problems of bal-
listic missile proliferation.
Still, there were some successes
as a result of the restrictions
imposed by MTCR — at least in
the initial stage. France can-
celled a contract to sell liquid-
fuel rocket engine manufactur-
ing technology to Brazil. In
1989 the US Central Intelli-

Living Beyond Reality

rence Agency (CIA) foresaw 15-

O Third World countries build-
ing their own ballistic missiles
by the year 2000. The pace of
ballistic missile proliferation
significantly slowed down since
then, Contrary to what many
expected only 3-5 Third World
countries would now be capable
of producing ballistic missiles
in the early years of next cen-
tury. Today only one regional
ower — Israel — is capable of

uilding complete ballistic
missile system and it is ac-
cepted in the west as a partial,
albeit extremely controversial
exception to the principles of
MTCR. Only one other country
— North Korea — continues to
make unchecked progress. The
Iraqi missile programme is in
ruin for the moment. The pro-
grammes in Argentina, Brazil,

country. Both these countries
remain determined to forge
ahead with their quest for an
appropriate delivery system for
their nuclear warhead.

MTCR is entirely voluntary
lacking a verification scheme
or an enforcement procedure.
The subcontinent's complex
politico-security milieu makes
the control regime difficult to
work. China and North Korea —
believed to be the missile tech-
nology suppliers to Pakistan —
do not adhere to the principles
of MTCR primarily because of
the importance of arms export
to their economy in general as
well as to their industries and
armed forces in particular. As a
result there is little to prevent
Chinese or North Korean mis-
siles from reaching the clients
such as Pakistan and Iran. This

EEESEECHIUES

R by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

South Korea and Taiwan appear
to be moribund. Other countries
that were to develop bal-
listic missile ol their own such
as Iran, Syria and Libya — need
massive lor assistance to
finish their projects. Only In-
dia's programmes, the most ad-
vanced in the Third World after
Israel, is steadily going ahead
in spite of financial and techni-
cal problems.

In spite of MTCR the missile
programmes have hardly been
affected in South Asia. Apart
from other reasons the enor-
mous loopholes that exist in

rt controls enable the aspi-
rants in this region to go ahead
with their programme. India's
Furchas: of cryogenic engines
rom Russia has given a signifi-
cant boost to her missile pro-
gramme whereas Pakistan at-
tempted to purchase protot
missiles falling outside the
MTCR specification from the
suppliers and there is already
considerable amount of ballis-
tic missile technology in that

is in spite of the fact that mis-
sile technology transfer re-
mains a sore point in Sino-US
relationship and it figured
rominently whenever an ef-
ort was made to normalise US’
relationship with China.
Unlike in the field of their
competition in the development
of nuclear devices the had
rather been considerable in
missile technology of both In-
dia and Pakistan. Till recently
India was well ahead of Pak-
istan in missile development
rogramme. So much so that
ndia already made public her
test-firing of intermediate
range ballistic missile (IRBM)
‘Agni’ when Pakistan's missile
prggranu‘m: was just surfacing
with her 'Hatf series of elemen-
tary missilogy. That too was
decried by India merely as
derivative of China's M-9 mis-

sile. Pakistan's missile capabil-
ity however drew international
allention with the alleged sup-
ply of M-11 missile by China in
1993. By then Pakistan seemed

to have credible response to In-
dia's surface-to-surface tactical
missile 'Prithvi’.

Now that India's IRBM 'Agni'
lies in backburner for years af-
ter its inconclusive testfiring in
1994, the 'successful' testing of
Pakistan's 1500 km range
'‘Ghauri' missile in April last
appears to have tilted the sub-
continent's missile balance in
favour of Pakistan — even if
temporarily. Pakistan's hawk-
ish foreign minister claimed
that ‘Ghauri' could hit anyone
of Indian cities either with nu-
clear or conventional warhead.
'Ghauri’ took by surprise the
whole lot of Indians who were
apparently upset by Pakistani
achievement. Some observes
even feel that India's nuclear
explosion after a month could
have been triggered by 'Ghauri’
Ehubla. While the dusts raised

‘Ghauri’ are get to settle spec-
ulation abounds as regards its
real polential. origin and mo-

uvtm'rurﬂiug to Dr A Q Khan of
Pakistan's nuclear Shangrilla
at Kahuta, the development of
both ‘Ghauri' and 'Ghaznavi’' —
the latter, a new missile, under
development — are Pakistans
indigenous product. India, as
before, ﬁnints its finger to
China., The strategic commu-
nity in India insists that 'Ghau-
ri' was certainly not indigenous
but was obtained either from
China or North Korea. It further
insists on a possible US com-

licity in or acquiescence 1o
Bakistan’: acquisition of mis-
silé from China as the test came
in the wake of Sino-US discus-
sion in Beijing on arms control
igsues — particularly with re-
gard to nuclear and missile
collaboration of China with
Pakistan.

President Clinton, deter-
mined to make his visit to
China a success, would perhaps
deliberately look away from
Chinese proliferation activi-
ties, even though Robert Ein-

horn, assistant secretary of

state for non-proliferation told
the Congress in February last
that China was certainly sup-

plying missile components, if

not complete MTCR class mis-
siles to Pakistan. The Indians

Whatever methodology one employs the fact remains that Pakistan is in serious economic trouble. Part of this
crisis stems from the unavoidable May 28 nuclear detonation which evoked sanctions, part of it is the inept
performance of the government in the face of adversity despite the fact that Mian Nawaz Sharif has had
a golden 30 days post-May 28.

Malaysia and we may get some
relief in the import of palm oil
on delerred payments. There

are ﬂlﬁuFi rumours afloat«te <

reasonably assume that Iran,
arnong others. may agree to sell
us oil on deferred payment ba-
Sis.

With respect to CBR collec-
tions. there is enough evidence
to suggest that these will cer-
tainly go up considerably and
the government may in fact be
able to achieve a targel of Rs.
350 - 360 billion provided the
governiment does nol succumb
to the machinations ol "special

interest groups” that have pre-
viously derailed such previous
ellorts in Pakistan. The CBR

has been re-vitalized within the
straitjacket iml:msed upon them
by the political government and
it is becoming more difficult for
tax-dodgers to escape olflicial
attention.

As for Pakistanis abroad,
sending in money through offi-
cial channels, one does not hold
out much hope. despite the ap-
peal to patriotism the increase
will be marginal. The blue-col-
lar worker strongly believes in
the "Hundi" system where he
gets his money within hours
without any hassles in compar-

. ison to banks which are ineffi-

cient, indolent and even down-
right rude to down-scale cus-
tomers more often than not.
Why should he cha his tried
and trusted route? Some will,
for patriotic purposes, and after
being mistreated and mal-
treated. will go back to the
"Hundi" route. As regards white
collar workers. they are more
likely to keep their funds
abroad, invested in real estate
or tangible securities. If they
had any such inclination to
send money to local foreign ac-

Fatwa: Use and abuse

Sir, It is true that we find

* many books of Fatwa by re-

by saying

puted scholars or groups of
scholars such as Fatwa-e-
Alamgiri (which was produced
l:?' about 300 Alims at the time
ol Emperor Aurangazeb in In-
dia), Fatwa-e-Rashidia (written
by a maﬂnr Alim of Dwbond),
Imdadul Fatwa (Fatwa of
Ashraf All Thanobi). etc.

What is the legal angle of
Fatwa? 1 read some time back a
good definition of Fatwa which
states that "Fatwa is the non-
binding legal opinion of Alim".
This is very true and can be ac-

ted as a general definition. It
differs from the judgement of
the court which is called Ray or
decision.

The Ray is the decision of
court which is binding but sub-
ject to appeals to higher courts;
whereas Fatwa is non-bindin
legal opinfon like the lega
opinion of any modern lawyer
or attorney. The non-binding
Fatwa can be followed by Indi-
viduals in their personal mat-
ters or even soclal matter as
long as these do not involve i;_p.-

lication of force or do not fall
n the area of public law. No
E_unhlhment can be given by a
atwa; punishments can be
ven only by the court of law
the in [slamic states. History of
Islam says, punishments were
not given by individual Alim

counts, after the empowerence
of freezing of Foreign Currency
Accounts, that intention has

alsotgptinta a deep-ffeeze and !

new accounts are highly un-

‘likely. , ’
However. even in this some '

‘rolation” is likely i.e. with-

drawal at Rs. 46 and re-deposit

in fresh Foreign Currency Ac-
counts. Nobody trusts our
credibility, only Henry Wilson
was able to sell the Eiflel Tower
twice,

As such to expect much from
the National Self Reliance Fund
as well as inward remitlances
would be unrealistic. Unfortu-

standards. So the assumption is
that our financial planners

have stayed tog ut in
t myﬁmw ow
S0 we do not. -

In fact _both _.may be
somewhat true but the actual
hilosophy behind the soft
udget is fo not to further
burden the citizen and to
somehow stimulate the econ-
omy. You cannot burden a man
carrying a 40 |b pack with more
weight, this will only crush him
forever. To get his limbs going
one has to take off some of the
weight and periodically give
nim life-sustaining nourish-

nately this hits us at the point
of our greatest weakness, our
depleting foreign exchange re-
serves. With that comes also
the crisis of meeting commil-
ments of meeting of debt re-
B:i.'mcnts as well as kecpirgﬁ:
ance of payments going.

trade policy announced by MNA
Ishaq Dar, goes a lnn% wnly to
meeting a "zero deficit” situa-
tion. In the circumstances, this
was also surprisingly and re-
freshingly liberal and prag-
matic. As a consummate team

layer, Ishaq Dar has come a
I]nng way. Given the extremely
adverse economic situation
many in the intelligentsia can-
not understand why there are
no blues in the bu ﬁ:l. In fact

the budget is very liberal by
normal South Asia budgetary

- ASISEEIT
Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

ment. With additional taxes,
the buying power would be fur-
ther eroded and thereby sales
and commensurately domestic
production would go down.

This vicious cycle would cre-
ate further economic despon-
dency. In effect, the t
has to gamble, to a calcu-
lated risk that by keeping taxes
down, increasing the con-
sumer's buying power would
help fuel the economy. This is
Reagan-vintage supply-sided
economics at its bare bones, if it
does not succeed then we are in
real trouble. If CBR fails to get
in revenues, we are dead!

Reducing duties for a wide
range of so-called luxury goods
is not so much to make them
available for well-heeled con-
sumers as to curb smuggling.

Successive governments have
woefully failed at intercepting
smugglers of | %’?dﬂ and
contraband- items. e ‘Bara
markets are symbolic of our
impotency to stop them.. The
lowering of custom duties
makes the relative cost of
smu uneconomical in the
face of direct imports. We are
Eutlty of helping Dubai becorne

ubai, at the cost of Pakistan.
Keeping duties lower will en-
courage importers to adopt the
official route rather than take
unnecessary risks, this way
government revenues will be
enhanced,

Similarly the reduction of
duties on higher cc cars is not
Saifur Rahman-BMW specific
as Ms Bhutto is claiming,
smuggling of vehicles has be-
come an unbearable burden on
the national exchequer. Low-
ered duties would mean lesser
smuggling as well as import of
vehicles and by the official
route. As such there is a definite
method in the seeming Senator
Sartaj-midsummer madness.
Now it upon the CBR to
perform, in a Catch-22 argu-
ment the CBR upon .
government nol to interfere
with their process when Lhey
catch the really fish.

Whatever odology one.
employs the fact remains that
Pakistan is in serious economic
trouble. Part of this crisis stems
from the unavoidable May 28
nuclear detonation wﬁlch
evoked sanctions, part of it is
the inept performance of the
government in the face of ad-
versity despite the fact that
Mian Nawaz Sharif has had a
golden 30 days post-May 28.
Where hard decision-making is
necessary, the government
lends to vacillate and to delay,

are unhappy with Washington
because of the latter's unwill-
ingness to reach a finding on
the Chinese supplied M-11 mis-
siles which arrived in Pakistan
as far back as in 1993 and mis-
sile component like ring mag-
nets were received by Pakista-
nis in 1994,

If Pakistan has been able to
dent MTCR in obtaining much
of her missile technology from
outside sources, India is no less
responsible for tampering with
MTCR in boosting her 'indige-
nous' missile programme. As a
matter of fact the first Soviet
attempt to commercialise her
rocket engine technology with
an agreement to sell cryogenic
engines to India at the fag end of
Gorbachev regime in 1991 sub-
stantially reduced MCTR's ef-
fect. The transfer of these en-

nes gave India 15 or so years'
ead in its rocket programme to
develop inter-continental bal-
listic missile. India's cryogenic
engine deal with Russia, her
ally during cold war period, had
tngl'eed been sleazy. She ex-
E]uitcd an economically
ankrupt Russia to obtain at
least seven engines worth 8350
million in 1991. Even the US
failed to prevent Russia, an ear-
liest sponsor of MCTR, from
shipping those strategic mate-
rials to India.

Even if the US convinced the
governments of both Gorbachev
and Yeltsin who made promises
to dismantle the deal in return
of Washington bringing
Moscow into the Western ce
and rocket fraternity, the Rus-
sian rocket export establish-
ment managed to outmanoeu-
vre its political masters in
making the deal a reality. It is
on record from a study con-
ducted by International Insti-
tute of Strategic Studies (IISS)
that Clinton administration,
weary of a long series of fruit-
less negotiation with Moscow
finally settled down against all
of the White House's earlier de-
mands for seven engines to be
sold to India. It would thus be
seen that the US complicity,
and albeit a US-Russian colla
oration in promoting India's
missile programme was much
more stark and direct than al-
leged obfuscation surrounding
US policy in dealing with China

supplying missile technology to
Pakistan,

as il the problem will simply
disappear.

Despite the fact that the gov-
ernment has a lot of goodwill
among the intelligentsia and
the masses they tend to take
counsel from an inner circle
short on intelligence but long
on flattery, an extremely dan-

ﬁ:ruus combination, one that

nas gnt-mangla- previous regime
in deep trouble. Decisions. have

‘been- taken hastily and then

forced by public epinion to
backtrack, making the issue po-
litically sensitive.

What we need is sound crisis
management based on correct
evaluation of the available in-
formation, in each sector we
need task-force oriented teams,
with definite and achievable
targets. We do not need to create
fresh monsters, only to over-
come the existing ones. We are
frittering away our human and
material resources in a wasteful
exercise in mis-management
without definite aims and ob-
ectives. When we should have

arnessed the human potential
of both friend and foe to cope
with the situation, we further
polarized the situation by exac-
erbating issues that were neces-
sary but not of immediate im-
portance relevant to the present
situation.

Mian Nawaz Sharif will
have to reach out of his inner
circle if he is to truly build a
national mandate or he will
find that people will not reach
out for him in the future as
much as they do today. While he
has been {:;olitir:anllyr smart in
avoiding the Budget from eco-
nomically adding to the bur-

the masses, the public
perception that he is increas-
ingly removed f(rom reality
must be dispelled. That can
only be done by a pragmatic
display of good governance at
its best, that is the essence of
finding positive and lasting so-
lutions to our immediate and
long-term problems.
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but by the Shariah court or
courts of law.

[t should be mentioned here
that books ol Fatwa like Faliva-
e-A iri were produced to as-
sist individuals in personal
matters and to assist courts ol
law in formulating their deci-
sions. At that time there was no
statutory law made by the par-
liaments and as such these
books of Fatwa were very help-
ful to the courts. These were not
binding on them. It was up to
the court to accept the views in
the books of Fativa or formu-

late their own views indepen-
dently and give decisions.

I agree that there are lot of
misunderstandings in respect
of the aforesaid matter in some
of the Muslim countries like
Bangladesh which require to be
removed by the competent
Ulama. Fatwa Is the function of
the competent Islamic scholars
and not of village or local lead-
ers nor even the elite who do not
know lIslamic law reasonably
well. Misuse of Fatiwa can be ad-
equately handled by informing
the people in the long run

through media by su
efforts.
Shah Abdul Hannan

Former Secretary, Ministry of
Finance ,
Government of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh

Sir, Tiring Uncle Sam is re-
laxing his vice-like grip on 'tru-
ant’ Iran and Iraq (these are the
names of two Muslim countries
famous for big historical im-
ages — the great Persian Empire
at the beginning of modernivi-
lization; and Baghdad. of
Caliph and Alibaba fame, if not
anything else!). The pilgrim’'s
next stop-over is a matter of
great interest to planet Earth
and the Space beyond.

The Americans are prag-
matic people, and acutely dol-
lar-wise. Trade first, politics
later (or, maybe it is vice
versa?). Lots of oil and gas (the
‘energy’ syndrome or synergy)
have to be siphoned ofl for ex-
port out of the rich Muslim CIS
region, and the vast Iranian
territory is standing on the
way, blocking the entry and exit
to Ireer trade, WTO-wise or oth-
erwise. The White House has
seemingly bent rather awk-
wardly to the pressure of Amer-
ican big business, and started
wooing the Iranians suddenly,
and in an abnormal way. Per-
haps Fate is also playing a
small part: in the WC '98 Foot-
ball the US f[ootball team is
playing Iran (under neutral ref-
ereel). The goal is peacel It re-
minds us of the vernacular
phrase "duniya gol hat" (the

globe is round).

Where the 'fakir’ (pious men-
dicant) is going? The sun rises
in the East (the Muslims bow to
the West, looking from Dhaka).
India and Pakistan are a small
nuisance, disturbing the con-
centration in the Middle East.
Due to urban migration, the
historic Sonargaon (the golden
village) is due for a resurgence
to 'Sonar Bangla’' (golden Ben-
gal), the pet Shangri-la of the
politicians. Historically, credit
is also due to Toynbee, for his
hypothesis on the rise and fall
of the civilizations.

The pessimist's reaction to
the mundane politics of AL and
BNP is: Rock! baby, rock!

A Husnain
Dhaka

A country of chaos?

Sir, It is been decades that
we haven't had justify the sig-
nificance of our freedom, nei-
ther we have paid any homage
to our independence. asional
celebration is not the theme
that I am talking about in here!
| am dismayed our feelings
towards our beloved “"Sonar
Bangla". Continuous violence,
rape, murder, Injustice,
corruption and ha to each
other are going on unabated! Is
that what we wanted to have? A
country of chaos?

Please look around, what's

happening all over the country?
It's the dirty politics — we know
it and so do the politicians.
Hence, why not try to build a
country with passion and love
rather than hatred and aggres-
sion. '

Enough is enough! We have
rained enough bl so far. Let's
get together, irrespective of our
personal argues for the sake of
the motherland.

Hey, the youth of
Bangladesh! Is that what you
wanted to see. "the atrocity'?
Please stop the violence inside
the universities and colleges.
You do understand. learning
politics in the universities are
different than exposed to the
dirty insurgency in the place of
education.

| am wonder, why don't we
understand a simple matter "it's
our country”. We shouldn't de-
stroy it for the sake of power
and aggressions. | strongly feel,
we should encourage our youth
for the constructive effort in
building a prosperous
Bangladesh rather using them
blindly for the dirty political
game,

Please feel in your heart, we
have a bottomless economy. 95
per cent of our people are illit-
erate and living below the
poverty line and we are so far
surviving by the aids of [
nations. And even we don't have
enough resources to fulfill our
basic needs | e electricity and

jobs. Let's ask to those leaders:
what have they done so far for
the country?

Dhiman Deb Chotwwdhury
USA

Bangladesh and NPT

Sir, During her recent tour
to the Indian capital, our PM
Sheikh Hasina after meeting
the Indian PM gave a statement.
"l made it clear that Bangladesh
believes that it is the sovereign
right of every country to decide
on its own security perceptions
and take measures accord-

ingly”.

ggul this statement, it it re-
flects our country's stand, is di-
rectly in contravention with
the spirit of Non-Proliferation
Treaty of which Bangladesh is a
signatory. If every country feels
free to take whatever measures
it feels necessary. then treaties
like CTBT. NPT become farci-
cal. It also insinuates that
Bangladesh supports Nuclear
ambitions of pariah states like
Iraq. North Korea etc. Maybe
our PM was just doing a delicate
balancing act but the statement
did nothing to enhance the
stature of our foreign policy be-
fore the international commu-
nity.
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