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Presidential Candour

President Shahabuddin has again spoken out
about the need of the hour. It is eliminating terror-
ism, he said while opening on Wednesday a work-
shop on women and children repression and the
proposed bill to curb it. As he is wont to, he stated
the obvious, but one that others do not articulate.
The government and the opposition must come to a
consensus at least on the question of repression on
children and women. Or there wouldn't be any re-
duction in the mean and cruel crime.

This too is also common knowledge but there is
hardly a soul in the land who would say it. One rea-
son for that is nobody believes this will happen.
Does the President believe otherwise? Well, he feels
as the President of the nation he must tell the
truth, he must do his cautioning and counselling.

And with consummate skill he marries the two
issues by saying that terrorism thrives through the
parties' use of this as also for the benefit of some
high and mighty in the society. To paraphrase him
it is mainly this dependence on the armed cadres —
the big force behind terrorism — that doesn't allow
the major political parties to come any closer than
now, even on questions of utmost national ur-
gency. And the parties move further and further
away, even as the celestial bodies do, each from all
others. If the parties come close and eliminate ter-
rorism, the fissiparous compulsions would largely
cease and a very effective way to curb violation of
children and women will have been arrived at.

True enough but there is none except Shahabud-
din to blurt it out. And that is why when history
would give a chapter to one party and a chapter to
another, Shahabuddin's performance will shine
with unusual, unusually mindfilling lumines-
cence. As in all past occasions of speaking out his
mind, we wholly endorse his insistence that it will
take two to see the nation out of its present social
predicaments. From either party's position this
may seem impracticable or even simple-minded.
But from the national point of view there is no es-
caping this necessity to recognise that one cannot

just ignore the other's existence, or that one can put
the other out by superiority in politics.

The President was forthright in coming so
strongly against the bill, in its present form, on
curbing violation of children and women. He
agreed with the women's activist groups that the
bill should not cover terrorism. He explained for
the edification of the nation what made the gov-
ernment to go for this silly thing — there is nothing
in existing law.to discipline a terrorist. And he
also didn't see the need for a repeat law on women
and children repression. He plainly %aid the Law
. Ministry was ill-advised to come forth with such a
patchy thing.

There cannot be two opinions on the soundness
of the Presidential observation. And we must put
value on his reminding us that all {aw is bad law if
not put into practice. President Shahabuddin is
{ helping the government' and the nation with his

- non-partisan knowledge and candour. The govern-
ment must take its cue and in time.

A Glut of Educated People?

The figures, the Planning State Minister gave
the Jatiya Sangsad on Wednesday are nightmar-
ish. No, not the total member of unemployed citi-
zens which stands at 83.60 lakh. This is slightly
more than 1 in 15 persons or about 7 per cent. It
doesn't panic us. The actual figure must be higher.
The surveyors are not likely to have treated mar-
ried or widowed women, or for that matter adult
women waiting to be betrothed or resigned to a life
of spinsterhood as unemployed in which case the
figure lgets alarming at 14 per cent. Even so, in a na-
tion of sweeping poverty, this is not a surprise fig-
ure. We know employment in the villages, where
most of our people live, is a rare thing. And those
counted as employed there include many who are
only seasonably employed.

What indeed is shocking is the breakdown where
it says there are 4,000 PhD level scholars among
the unemployed and so are 10,000 diploma engi-
neers, half that number graduate engineers, the
same number of doctors, 26,000 post-graduates and
1.10 lakh graduates. It is difficult to understand
how a doctor can be unemployed. The doctor is best
equipped to employ himself. The engineers' case is
a little more challenging. To get self-employed he
or she will need capital and an endowment of in-
novation in engineering as well as in business. Al-
though this scope of selfemployment is there, we
believe the reported 5,000 doctors and 15,000 engi-
neers are not in any gainful work. Fantastic! Or is
it tragic?

What about the 4,000 highest learned persons,
all unemployed? How can this be? And 26,000
masters level persons? With a lakh and more grad-
uates jobless we are soon going to get them working
as semiskilled people and menials. The more
cheery will be tge situation as a goodly part of
Bangladesh's employers have not read up to the de-
gree level.

What can we conclude from these figures? How
we hit the saturation point in our society's need for
educated persons? We don't need anymore of them
because there is a glut? If we need them and more
why can't we provide them with work? The answer
to the quandary is the gap between the true na-
tional need for, say doctors and engineers and
teachers and the size of our economy and adminis-
tration, both private and governmental which can
absorb them. We need metallurgists to fabricate
our own machines. But our economy and industry
has not grown enough to fabricate machines, how-
soever necessary for the nation, and continue to
import them wholesale including parts which we
could make with our limited technology. Our
higher education establishments are not broad

broadened, far more broadened. But we are stuck up
| with our one cultural, one medical and one en-
&?leeﬂng university and six general universities.

. e uneducated sector of our society has for
many years been proving particularly productive.
They have almost offset our food deficit, running
neck to neck with a booming population. The con-
tribution to national wealth by our educated sector
is ﬁ‘or and its acceleration is perhaps even poorer.
ere is something vf:rg rotten somewhere in
e

this scenario. There must be some right buttons to
I put this into right gears.

enough to absorb 4,000 more PhDs. We need it

i
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dream just came true,
Aﬂangabandhu Bridge on
he mighty Jamuna was
opened to traffic on 23rd June.
It is not only a bridge over a
river but a bridge to bridge over
the socio-economic disparity
between the two major parts of
the country. We had been
dreaming of a prosperous
Bangladesh since our inception
as an independent state but
with a part remaining almost
dissociated from the whole.
Now the economy is likely to
head towards more integration
and a Padma bridge could make
it full-fledged. The 4.8 km long
bridge — some 120 km off the
capital — could eventually turn
the 'deprived’ north-west region
(NWR) into a booming one to
add few percentage points to our
GDP. The bridge would be used —
unlike many others — not only
to allow easy and time-saving
transportation but also to carry
gas and electricity to the other
side of the Jamuna.
We, therefore, recall with
atitude the dreamer Banga-
dhu who felt its necessity in
the post-independence period
and to that effect, made it an
agenda in his Japan tour back
in 1973. We also would like to
record our appreciation of those
who worked hard — in succes-
sive regimes — towards the ful-
filment of the dream. Rightly
said that the construction of the
bridge is the greatest achieve-

HE BJP-led government

completed 100 days in

office on Friday (26 June)
amidst mounting criticism of
its performance and first clear
signs of opposition parties
closing ranks to topple it and
scout for an alternative.

The BJP went into the par-
liamentary elections in Febru-
ary-March on the main planks
of providing a "stable govern-
ment and an able Prime Minis-
ter". But in the last three
months or so, the has in-
creasingly found that leading a
coalition consisting of regional
P-EI.I'UEE purs their disparate
ocal agenda has dented its

claim of providing a stable gov-
ernment.

However, BJP sources say
the party derives comfort from
the fact that Atal Bihari Vaj-

yee remains there best bet for

ime Ministership and the
last 100 days have not aflected
his image as a man best suited
for the post. He has remained
an embodiment of moderation

| in a party whose policies have

been influenced to a large ex-
tend by the hard line RSS.

The BJP leadership admits
that the performance of the Va-
lpa}ree government has been
ess than satislactory and at-
tributes this to the in rience
in administration. For in-
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A Bridge to Bridge over the Woes

But to reap home the harvest, something more needs to be done. And government has to play a positive role by
. providing rural infrastructural facilities, especially, establishing feeder roads, market-outlets
and taking up more development projects.

ment since the Victory on De-
cember 16, 1971. The comple-
tion of the bridge, perhaps, puts
us few miles ahead in terns of
prujcctlnﬁ our image to the out-
side world. Given resources, po-
litical commitment and a sense
of direction we demonstrated
that we are cqua]gr apt at evine-
ing our ability. People of this
country also sacrificed im-
mensely by paying surcharges
and thus helping to mobilise
domestic resources for the
bridge.

I am personally of the view
that this largest infrastructure
investment in Bangladesh
could, possibly, make a dent to
our pernicious poverty level. In
this connection, it may be men-
tioned here that we have al-
ready collected bench-mark
survey data from five villages
in the rruject area (NWR) and

ages in control areas
(Tangail). The aim is to see the
impact afterwards with a revisit
to s households. But
for the interested readers, let
me place here few satisfies
about the region. |

The gross domestic product
of the is estimated to be
one-fifth of the nation's output.
But NWR's per capita output is

the lowest among the four ma-
jor regions. Mentionably, the
region embraces about one-
fourth of the total population ol
the country,

Compared to Bangladesh as
a whole, this region is more
agricultural. Bangladesh wit-
nessed structural change in her
economy with the share of agri-
culture to GDP facing afgra ual
wane. The winds of such

ited manufacturing activities
(industries) which export prod-
ucts out of the region and virtu-
ally none that exports out of the
country.

The region also lags behind
in terms of literacy rate. Ac-
cording to 1991 census, NWR
had a literacy rate of 27 per cent
compared to about 33 per cent —
the national average. On the
other hand. the adult literacy

changes are yet to reach the re- rate in NWR 1s I‘IEB-OHE to be

on. culture still accounts
or half of the regional output.
Side by side, the share of manu-
facturing to GDP constitutes
only 3 per cent com to the
national average of 11-13 per
cent. Needless to mention here,
rhaps, that lack of infras-
cture facilities (the major
among which is the newly con-
structed bridge) hindered in-
vestments in manufactuﬂnF in
this region. There is very lim-
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about 37 pre cent compared o
about 43 per cent at the na-
tional level.

A recent Asian Development
Bank sponsored study (North-
West Area Development study
project) — from which we bor-
rowed source of our earlier
statistics — observes that if
consumption expenditure by
government increases by 10 per
cent, then the impact on gross

regional product is an increase

of 2.5 per cent. Large increases
in government programme fail
to inject large increase in out-
put owing mainly to low multi-
Flier effect originating from
yackward production structure
and infrastructural facilities.

The billion-dollar bridge is
now available to bridge over the
constraints bedeviling the
growth of output at a desirable
pace. The pertinent question is
what kinds of benefits are
likely to spring from this mas-
sive investment project? We can
only guess some of the outcomes
which need to be made real as-
sessment of through conducting
empirical studies. First, the
bridge should impart percepti-
ble influence on the level of
Fﬂces. both input and output;
a) The price difference
say, Dhaka and Dinajpur
should come down with timely
movement of goods and ser-
vices; (b) the bridge shall have
its impact on land use pattern
and production structure in ru-
ral areas in NWR. Most likely
the production of perishable
items that have hitherto been
discouraged, would increase; (c)

non-farm activities would
shoot up with the advent of a

100 Days of BJP-led Government
Performance Non-satisfactory: Opponents Closing Ranks

Pallab Bhattacharia writes from New Delhi

Prospects of Vajpayee government's continuance hinges on how far BJP is able to pull along with its allies,
particularly Jayalalitha
stance, Lthe bungling over the cuted tight-rope walk between cally s r lead party would AIADMK had resigned [ollow-
steep hike in petrol price and BJP's much-touted "swadeshi® provide stability to a coalition. ing his chargesheeting by a
rolling it back within 24 hours [(economic nationalism) giving Pitfalls of coalitions politics' court for alleged involvement
buttresses this, it pointed out. prolection to some domestic in- began to manifest even before in a corruption case. A stung

The multiple nuclear tests
conducted last month have
shown that the BJP government
is determined to make India
stand up to be regarded as a
force to reckon with in spite of
opposition criticism at home

t it had set of an arms race
in South Asia.

What the debate about the
tests did most was to the
double-standard of recognised
nuclear power states with Vaj-
payee repeatedly asserting that
they do not have any right to
talk about nuclear disarma-
ment while stockpiling their
own nuclear arsenals.

But handling of the post-test
situation especially the strident
anti-Pakistan anti-China re-
marks by .some senior BJP
leaders in the context of India’'s
security concerns led to a
diplomatic gaffwe that could
have been avoided by exercising
a little restraint.

The Vajpayee government's
maiden budget was a finely-exe-

dustries and at the same time
not putting off the foreign in-
vestors all together.

There were some bold deci-
sions like reduction of cul-
tural subsidies in the form of
hike in the price of Urea and
withdrawal of free electricity to
farmers. But the decisions had
to be rolled back under pressure
from BJP's allies.

And this is where BJP must
have learnt with a lot of dis-
comliture that its theory about
leading the coalition is not
working all that smoothlyv.

BJP has never been a at
believer in coalition politics
and sgared no opportunity to
have digs at the 19 months ol
United Front rule describing 1t
as a ‘bundile of contradictions’.

But when it become clear just
before the general elections that
it would have to rely on an as-
sortment of parties to come 1o
power. the P made a con-
scious effort to readjust its
stand by saying that a numeri-

address.
US $300b short

Sir, The UN funding for de-
velopment projects in the Third
World countries would feel the
pinch as emergency rescue

ackets for Indonesia, Thai-
and, South Korea. Russia and
CIS would siphon away nearly
USD300b (in phases). In India
and Pakistan (market of one
billion people) the aid cut-off
would disturb economic stabil-
ity. due to the 'crime’ of testing
devices for self-preservation.
The Yen has gone down to 144,
and seems to be rushing to the
150 mark to the dollar; Tokyo
is feeling rather helpless, and
Beijing and Korea are worried,
as the recession in Japan is now
official, Malaysia is trying to
avoid USD transacti~ns by re-
sorting to barter arrangement.
Singapore is worried as a fi-
nancial hub. Problems also de-
velop!

Bangladesh has got a chance
to improve her exports and lo-
cal foreign investments, subject
to less political jittering, which
is, unfortunately, not forth-
coming. The fast on line service
of Sangu gas from offshore is a
creditable achievement, in
contrast to the fires in the Syl-
het gas fields. The adverse im-
age of the latter episodes has to
be cleared to the satisfaction of
the public and the regime.

In the electricity sector, the
lapse of delaying the BMREs
cannot be condoned, regardless
of professional excuses. The
bri %: over the Jamuna would
result in a spurt of activities,
some unforeseen as yet, with at-
tendant infrastructure bottle-
necks.

Anyway, it is too early to
presume that Bangladesh would
not feel the pinch of the diver-
sion of 300 billion dollars.

A Husnain
Dhaka

A mega city or
a slum city?

Sir, Your second editorial ti-
tled "Slum-dwellers Fading
Smile”, has been most timely,
telling us exactly what is the
Brcscnt position of Urban
overty Reduction Project. This
is such a crucially important
project that this cannot even

t for a month.
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In this case the Asian Devel-
opiment Bank quite reasonably
had asked from the government
a 10 year land guarantee, which
has not been obtained so far.
Because of the delay, there is ev-
ery possibility that the ADB
may withdraw its financial
backing.

As of today, Dhaka has one
of the worst slum population in
the world, and with the rural
migration, the condition is get-
ting worse everyday. The resul-
tant outcome would be that the
whole of the Dhaka city will be
unlivable. The problem of the
availability of land has to be
faced squarely and done with.

Shahabuddin Mahtab

A-5 Siddheswari Apartment
Complex

21 Siddhesvari road
Dhaka-1217.

PM's visit to India

Sir, Our PM's initiative to
revail upon the premiers of
ndia and Pakistan to staunch
further escalation between the
two countries of animosity fol-
lowing experimental detona-
tion of nuclear bombs is laud-
able. But we fail to understand
the rationale of her going lock,
stock and barrel. When foreign
ministry top brasses were all
included in the entourage, what
was the expediency to include
both the ministers of foreign re-
lations? We deem it mere ex-
travagance for a pauper country
like Bangladesh. Transparency
cries in the wilderness.

A H Dewan
396/ 1, South Kafrul
Dhaka Cantt, Dhaka

Promises...?

Sir, [Jurin%th: Pakistan da
we were told by leaders that 8
r cent of income of the then
ast Pakistan was being taken
away to the then West Pakistan.
So if provincial autonomy on
the basis of 6 points could be ob-
tained then 100 per cent income
would remain in the country
and our people would be able to
live very comfortably. In place
of autonomy Almighty Allah
has given us complete indepen-
dence and 26 yeas have passed
after liberation. But our eco-
nomic situation without im-
proving as promised is going

from bad to worse. Prices ol es-
sentials and non-essentials
have gone up manyfold.

Political parties are quur:
relling and Ellling each other.
They have made the country a
hell for which they blame one
another. Many political parties
came to power in the last 26
years, but no political party
could bring the desired eco-
nomic emancipation. Each
time a party comes to power
with big promises never fulfils
the same.

A F M Moeenul Islam
House No 323, Road No 13

Chandgaon R/A, Chittagong
The difference

Sir, | would like to draw your
attention to the press release on
EMDR, printed in the DS on
14th June. It was mistakenly
mentioned that a panel of psy-
chiatrists attended the press
conference, but except Prof M A
Shoban other three members ol
the panel were eminent psy-
chologists. It should be noted
that the backgrounds of psy-
chologists and psychiatrists are
totally different. The psycholo-
gists had their graduation on
psychology, whereas Lhe psy-
chiatrists are doctors, who had
specialisation on psychiatric
disorders.

Urmi Rahman
Clinical Psychology Trainee
University of Dhaka

Waiting for the doctor

Sir, A few years back a
brother of mine had suffered
severe pain in the skull, Ac-
cording to the doctor the pain
was due to high blood pressure
and partially due to the impact
of the pressure on his head he
had received while diving in a
swimming pool on compulsory
official training. Thank God
that there was no sign of clots.
However, the attending doctors
had repeatedly warned him for
prompt medical attention on
the slightest recurrence of pain.

Recently my brother was
again_ complaining of similar
pain, therelore, | had to rush for
an urgent appointment with a
reputed surgeon at a clinic in
Maghbazar. As soon as |
reached the clinic, the atten-
dant informed me "not before
22nd of August, 98". These doc-
tors are hard-to-get.

Now what about the serious
patients? Can they afford to
walt 60 to 90 days for a doctor's
attention?

May | draw the attention of
our r:sf?pcctcd doctors tin this

respect

Khawja Vigar Moinuddin
Purana Paltan, Dhaka

o

Vajpayee could take oath as
Prime Minister when AIADMK
supremo Jayalalitha kept BJP
on the tenterhooks for quite
some days before submitting to
the President K R Narayanan
the letter declaring her party's
support to the Vajpayee-led
coalition.

In order to facilitate the
coalition, the BJP put on the
backburner controversial is-
sues like temple construction at
the disputed site in Ayodhya,
uniform civil code and abroga-
tion of special status to Jammu
and Kashmir.

During its 100 days in power,
the BJP has learned thal its
theory ,on coalilipn, politics is
not working all that well as
AIADMK. Trinamool Congress
led by Mamota and

Samota Party headed by De-'
¢ fence Minister George Fernan-

des stepped up the protests and
pressures or Va{pa}rec overn-
ment for not obliging them on
their demand for dismissals of

governments headed by their

political rivals in Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal and Bihar.

The coalition witnessed an
unseemly war of words among
some ol ils constituents when a
cabinet minister belonging to

Y

Jayalalitha mounted pressure
demanding ouster of four other
cabinet ministers, including
Home Minister L K Advani, for
“facing court cases.”

The relations between BJP
and AIADMK have progres-
sively worsened with Jayalalita
recently launching the sharpest
attacks on BJP accusing it of
having "secret links" with her
opponent DMK to split her
party. The slanging-match be-
iween the coalition partners
proves the coordination com-
mittee set up by them to sort out
dillerences among them did not
work smoothly.

Even as BJP is coming to
ter with ih’l grapstacks

politics,

coalition it coul

hardly derive any comfort from .
“m‘%:.-

wWo | developments in-
succession — (1) former
Minister Chandrashekhar's
call to pull down Vajpayee gov-
ernment and support to
Congress-led government as an
alternative and (2) former De-
fence Minister Mulayam Singh
Yadav ﬁ:linin hands with for-
mer Bihar Chief Minister Laloo
Prasad Yadav to rally behind a
possible Congress-led coalition.
Although the BJP sought to
dismiss as "non-event” the coini

communication network that
largely banks on the big bridge:
(d) manufacturing sector would
expand in the face of gas, elec-
tricity and other related facili-
ties being available: (e} infor-
mation on new varieties of
crops, new technology ete would
reach NWR at a faster pace than
ever before; (f) there would more
movement of people to and
from and (g) last but not the
least, the bridge would open up
wide opportunities for commu-
nication that could go beyond
the national frontiers.

But to reap home the harvest,
something more needs to be
done. And government has to
play a positive role by provid-
ing rural infrastructural facili-
ties, especially, establishing
feeder roads, market-outlets
and taking up more develop-
ment projects. Only then can we
expect the big project to deliver
big output. The ultimate objec-
tive is economic growth al-
leviation of poverty. The bridge
is just a derivative of that goal.

With the completion of
Bangabandhu Bridge right on
time, our expectations begin to
rise. We now await a bridge on
the river Padma to connect the
southern part of Bangladesh
with other regions, mainly with
Dhaka and Chittagong. Let us
marshall all our efforts and
harness as much as domestic

-resources, towards the fulfil-

ment of another dream..

Ing tchth:r of the two Yadav's,
who buried their hatchet, to
form a new political front, the
fact remains that Samajwadi
Party and Rashtriya Janata Dal
are two major players in India's
litically key states of Uttar
adesh and Bihar which send
179 members to Lok Sabha.
While Congress welcomed
the Samajwadi Party and
Rashtriya Janata Dal forming a
new front, it gave a cold re-
sponse, at least for the time be-
ing, to Chandrashekhar's call.
A day after the former premier
asked the Congress to take the
initiative to form an alterna-
tive government, the party's
highest policy-making forum
Congress Working Committee
met and merely "took note” of
his suggestion and reiterated its
known stand of playing the role
of "constructive o tion."
The nearest Congress came
to declare that it would form an
alternative government was to
state that the party "would not
fail to discharge its responsibil-
ﬂyﬁ_if:lh; Viajpayeg: govermment
collapses under its own weight.”
.+ But, arithmetic night ! now
dogs ' not favour 'ongicss and

‘its’ supporting p . “fe< whose

combined strength® barely
crosses 250 in the 542-meimnber
Lok Sabha as against 266 of
BJP and its allies.

Under the circumstances,
prospects of Vajpayee govern-
ment's continuance hinges on
how far BJP is able to pull along
with its allies, particularly
Jayalalitha whose critical out-
burst against the saffron party
Is ¢iving it anxious moments.

QPINION

Thousands ol migrant work-
ers lorm Bangladesh pgo to
Malaysia every year with the
hope of bringing change in the
economic condition of their
families. These workers go to
foreign land with legal docu-
ments or through illegal con-
tacts. They all share a common
dream of improving their eco-
nomic status. But in many cases
the reality they are faced with is
quite shocking and totally un-
expected both to them and their
families in Bangladesh. Ac-
cording to the Bureau of Man-
power Employment and Train-
ing document, 66,631 migrant
workers were working in
Malaysia in 1996. Malaysian
human rights groups, however,
claimed that the total number
of documented and undocu-
mented Bangladeshi migrant
worker in Malaysia is as high
as 306,000.

Migrant workers face innu-
merable problems both in
Bangladesh and in Malaysia.
Some of these problems faced
by migrant workers in the host
country includes, harassment
by Malaysian law enforcing
agencies, condition of detention
camps and the role of
Ba:ﬁladeshi High Commission
in Malaysia. These problems so
far have not been properly ad-
dressed by the government nor
by the human riizhts groups
working in this field.

In recent years. Bangladeshi
migrant workers have become
targets of Malaysian law en-
forcing agencies. Quite often the
law enforcing officials demand
that the workers provide them
with their papers. In many
cases, as alleged, the undocu-
mented workers get away from
being penalised by paying
bribes. There have been in-
stances when legal workers
produced their papers, but those
were torn and thrown away by
the police. In this way. these
workers are made undocu-
mented. In most cases, these
workers do not have any copy o!
the papers and they cannot pro-
vide evidence of their valid res-
idency. This results in bein
taken to the police station. Of-
ten their belongings, valuable
andcé:l:raunal things are re-
tained by the authorities. In the
police stations. they are often
subjected to inhuman treat-
ments. This include denying
them adequate food and sub-
jecting them to physical vio-

v

Pli ght of Bangladeshi igrant Workers

by Shahzada M Akram

lence Moreover, it is further al-
leged by some returnee workers
that these workers do not get
access to legal advice.

Sheikh Nasir Ahmed, a re-
turnee migrant worker who
spent time in Malaysian jails,
narrated the plight of the
Bangladeshi migrant workers
in jails and detention camps.
The workers without proper
documents usually have to
spend 5-7 days in the police cus-
tody following their arrest.
Later, after they are sentenced,
they are sent to the detention
camps which much resemble
the second world war concen-
Lralion camps.

Usually  these delention
camps are 300-400 Kilometres
away from the towns. situated
in deep forests. Each detention
camp is two storied with corru-
Eated iron roof and surrounded

y barbed wire fence, The de-
tainees are subjected to physi-
cal abuse. They have to remain
standing in open fields for 4 to 5
hours at a stretch in a very hot
and humid weather. crawl over
rm:f[h paths with sharp pebbles,
and carry out every impossible
orders like climbing a tall tree.
Otherwise, they are severely
beaten and tortured. Quite often
the detainees sufler from dehy-
dration. have torn elbows and
knees, and are denied medical
care. Each detainee is given in-
adequate amount of food — one
or two slices of bread and a cu
of tea in the morning, a smaﬁJ
amount of rice and vegetables at
lunch, and similar meal for
dinner. Egg or meat is given
once a week. The effect of such
malnourishing food is evident
in the loss of their body weight.
It is alleged that some inmates
lose 10 to 15 pounds within the

rst week of their internment.

he wards where inmates are
kept are overcrowded. The
nuimber of people accommo-
duted in wards are 4 to 5 times
more than the normal capacity.
The sanitation and personal
health care facilities are also
very poor. The whole situation
is undoubtedly inhuman. Under
such conditions inmates are
brutalised within a very short

riod. The Eﬂ!ﬂl‘lfrﬂ fight over
ood with other fellow workers.

In such conditions, diseases
are frequent and hardly any
healthcare service is available.
Any protest against the condi-

—

tions is ignored and somelimes
is met with violence. The ad-
ministration is hardly ac-
countable. On the day of
monthly inspection of the camp
by the Malaysian government
authorities, adequate food is

_supplied to the prisoners.

Should the inspector receive
any complaint, the camp ad-
ministration tries to identify
the complainant. If they suc-
ceed, the complainant is
severely dealt with.

'l was very careful not to
make any complaint or show
discontent." Hazrat Ali, a re-
turnee worker narrated his ex-
perience of camp life, "But
somehow the official from the
governmental inspection team
identified our problems and
mentioned it in his report. The
detention camp authority
turned simply wild like any-
thing to look for the person who
was inspected by the inspection
team.”

Some of the workers have
been very critical about the role
of the Bangladeshi High Com-
mission at Kuala Lumpur.
Hardly any support is provided
to reduce the sufferings of the
migrant workers. The High
Commission is not very active
in keeping record of the migrant
workers, Its activities also get
undermined by bureaucratic
red-ltapism. It has been alleped

that the officials are in-
sensitive to their plights. Some
returnee workers further al-
leged that these officials de-
velop an unholy alliance with
the supervisors or production
managers of the companies
against which the workers reg-
ister their complaints.

Till today. the Government
of Bangladesh has done little to
improve the condition of the
migrant workers who have left
their homes not for luxury but
out of sheer poverty and lack of
local employment upmunit :
Recently a talk has n held
between the two governments
on the issue. It is expected that
the magnitude of harassment
and torture in the detention
camps will reduce. There must
be a proper policy for the pro-
tection of Bangladeshi citizens
— to ensure their dignity. safety
and welfare in foreign lands.

The writer is Research Asso-
ciate, Refugee and Migratory
Movements Research Unit,
Dhaka University.
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