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Colourful Spanish fans at the Feliz Bollaert in Lens.

Nonchalant Nigeria look ahead

TOULOUSE, France, June 25
(AFP/ Internet): 1t will doubt-
less only increase the pain in
Spain, but Nigeria coach Bora
Milutinovic wasn't even con-
centrating on Wednesday's
clash with Paraguay here.

In fact, he wasn't even think-
ing about the second round en-
counter with Denmark at the
Stade de France in 5t. Denis on
Sunday.

"We've got a very important
match coming up in Nantes,”
~ the wily old Serb said after
watching his second-string
team crumble 3-1 to Paraguay.

When somebody pointed out
that Nigeria's second round
match was at the Stade de
France, Milutinovic smiled
knowingly. "I mean the match
after Denmark," he said. , |

A quick glance at the World
Cup draw showed what he was
talking about. If Nigeria, who
had already won Group D before
Wednesday's match, beat the
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Int'l pickpockets

PARIS, Jun 25 [AP): They
take the same international
flights, stay in the same hotels,
even attend the same soccer
matches as their victims,

More than a dozen pick-
pockets, mostly from South
America, have been arrested by
French police for robbing for-
eign tourists since the World
Cup June 10, according tao
Paris police spokeswoman
Elise Sainson,

Police describe the light-fin-
gered thieves as experienced,
clever, and cautious.

“They're clever. don't take
chances and do a lot of damage.

They keep the cash, and sell off
everything else — credit cards,
passports,” one officer told the
daily Le Parisien.

Police say most of the pick-
pockets are from Chile, though
an Ecuadorean couple, aged 60
and 57, was caught lifting a fat
wallet fromn a German tourist at
the Charles de Gaulle airport.

"The couple is known as in-
ternational pickpockets,” Sain-
son said.

Danes, they will face migh;r
Brazil, assuming Mario Zagal-
lo's side see off Chile.

All of which made Wednes-
day's game against Paraguay an
utter irrelevance for Miluti-
novic -- never mind that the
hopes of Spain and Bulgaria as
Wﬁﬂe as the South Americans
depended on it.

As it was, Paraguay earned
the win they needed against a
lacklustre Nigeria side lacking
seven first-choice players, ren-
dering Spain's 6-1 demolition
of the Bulgarians -- their biggest
World Cup finals victory -- a
waste of effort.

Ironically il was Bulgaria's
coach, not Spain's, who before
Wednesday's games had asked
FIFA to ensure Nigeria did not
ease off against Paraguay. .

Milutinovic. of cpurse, has
seen it all before, havin
coached Costa Rica, Mexico an
the United States in World Cup
tournaments.

For once, the Serb has at his
disposal team gifted enough to
go all the way, and he will stop
at nothing to preserve his play-
ers for the battles ahead.

"'m sorry for Spain but my
only concern is Nigeria and
Africa,” he said. "We had four
players either on yellow cards
or suspended and then we had
two injuries,” he said when
asked why he had fielded such a
weakened team for the
Paraguay game.

Jay-Jay Okocha, Victor
Ikpeba and Mutiu Adepoju were
the players omitted by Miluti-
novic because he did not want
them to risk earning a second
yellow card and a suspension.
Captain Uche Okechukwu was
suspended for the Paraguay

game, while Finidi George and:

Celestine Babayaro were also
rested,

Daniel Amokachi did not
play after Milutinovic said the
ex-Everton striker hurt himself
in the warm-up and Sunda
Oliseh was substituted at half-
time.

The result?

Paraguay's Celso Ayala
scored in the first minute, and
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despite Wilson Oruma's

equaliser for

Nigeria, further goals in the
second half by Miguel Benitez
and Jose Cardozo sealed
Paraguay’s passage into the sec-
ﬂndaggu};d for only the second
time in their history.

And while Nigeria's ap-
proach may have taken some of
the gloss off their achievement,
Pauio Cesar Carpegglani's side
fully merit their moment of
EI;T against hosts France in

s on Sunday.

With charismatic, free-kick-
taking goalkeeper Jose Luis
Chilavert their inspiration. the
South Americans have emerged
from the so-called Group of
Death as the most unlikely of
survivors.

"It's just been one big party
here,” said Carpeggian] afler-
wards. "Now we can look for-
ward to putting in the same
kind of performance in our next
malch.”

Chirac's choice

PARIS, Jun 25: French
President Jacques Chirac, who
has scored a few spectacular po-
litical own-goals in his time,
said on Wednesday that if he
were a soccer player he would be
a goalkeeper. reports Reuters.

"The goalkeepers ... have
great qualities of s . finesse
and intelligence. They are al-

ways on their guard and then
they are the last line of defence
in moments of difficulty.”
Chirac said in a television in-
terview after watching France
beat Denmark 2-1 in a World
Cup clash.

Chirac, who last year threw
his Conservative allies into op-
position after he misjudged the
political climate and called a
snap parliamentary election,
indicated that the one person he
would not like to be is a referee,

"They are not at the height of
their popularity at the mo-
ment,” he said, referring to two
controversial refereeing deci-
sions on Tuesday which saw
Cameroon and Morocco
knocked out of the tournament.
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'Vogts vote of no

L3

FRANCE, June 25 (The
Guardian/ Internet): On the
pitch Germany have struggled
to ereate any threat. Off, it has
been a different story.

Naot only did their coach
Berti Vogls threaten to quit on
Monday but ycsterday the play-
ers met without him to discuss
the unimpressive win over the
United States and the equally
worrying 2-2 draw with Yu-
goslavia.

Germany go into this after-
noon's crucial group game with
Iran needing a draw or win to
qualify, but also a performance
to satisfy their critics.

Jurgen Klinsmann led the
meeting, which may remind the
German Foolball Federation
(DFBJ that it has a replacement
leader in its ranks should Vogls
jump or be pushed.

ertainly Vogts Is a worried
man. After an unconvincing
qualifying campaign he wrote

Amokachi
doubtful

TOULOUSE, June 25 (Reu-
ters): Nigerian striker Daniel
Amokachi aggravated an injury
to his right knee durinﬁ the
warm-up for the 3-1 World Cup
defeat against Paraguay on
Wednesday and said it was too

soon Lo tell how long he would
take to recover.,

confidence

to every player telling them tlo
get their act together. But the
n‘n'::aﬁ.a%1 obviously did not get
through. After the Yugoslavia
ame he accused the team of
orgetting they were playing in
the World Cup.

When on Sunday the DFB
suggested the team might pull
out of the tournament after
German thugs in Lens left a
French policeman in a coma,
Vogts threatened to quit in
protest.

Cynics said he actually
wanted guarantees about his
position after the World Cup.

Certainly several players
have disappointed Vogts, no-
tably Inexperienced ones such
as Jens Jeremies and Dietmar
Hamann. So the 37-year-old
Lothar Matthaus, whose career
seemed over three years ago,
will start against Iran. Vogts
also indicated that the experi-

enced midfielder Thomas
Helmer, back from injury,
would play.

The way Germany salvaged a
draw against Yugoslavia after
being 2 0 down suggests that
they still have the ability to get
a result when they need one. But
Iran also hope to qualify. Now a
place In history is within their

rasp: a win over Germany to-

ay would prevent the three-
times World Cup winners from
goin ond the first round for

the {irst time in 60 years.

ST DENIS, Jun 25 (AFP): The
temptation may be too much for
Romania coach Anghel lor-
danescu, whose side have al-
ready reached the World Cup
second round and will top their

roup if they draw or beat
nisia here Friday.

The coach and his players
are already thinking ahead to
which of hu:ithcr Air :nu:_m ?r
Croatia t wou refer to
meet in Bm'aaux on Jll:ﬂl;‘. 30 for
their second round game. with
the majority hoping to avoid
Daniel Passarella's side.

The Tunisia game presents
lordanescu with a tempting op-
portunity.

He can rest his stars and al-
low his waking wounded men
to nurse their injuries, ahead of
the knock out stage.

More important, Romania
need to steer clear of the mine-
field of further suspensions.
With five players already carry-
ing one yellow card from their
previous games, another book-
ing would mean and automatic
ban from the second round.

ainst England, whom they
beat 2-1, midfield general
Georghe Hagi picked up a yeéllow
card after only four minutes
and Gheorghe Popescu, Liviu
Ciubotariu, and Ilian Fili
followed him into the referee's

notebook.

FiKpescu was already
in the 1-0 win against
Colombia and is suspended for
the Tunisia game. Dorniel
Munteanus an
were also booked in that game.
Players with one booking

benefit from an amnesty after

Diego Maradona's old strike
partner Claudio Caniggia ac-
cused Argentine coach Daniel
Passarella on Wednesday of un-
fairly keeping him out of the
side for reasons which have
nothing to do with soccer, re-
ports Reuters.

"Any other coach would have
selected me for sure, but unfor-
tunately it's this guy Passarella
and apparently for me it is im-
possible to play for the national
team. the 31-vear-old Caniggia,
capped 52 times. told Argentine
Radio.

"l was not called up for rea-
sons which don't have anything
to do with football, " he said.

Asked to explain, he replied:
"Caniggia doesn't pac{ any
money to anyone. He doesn't
have a manager.”

Caniggia appeared in the
1990 and 1994 World Cups and
formed a deadly strike partner-
ship with his friend Maradona.

But the blond striker has
spent more time posing in
glossy magazines with his stat-
uesque wale than on the pitch in
recent years, and his form
dipped before sparking back
into life for Boca Juniors this
SEasOn,

Argentine newspapers also
published a less welcome
mugshot of Caniggia taken by
Miami police just before Pas-
sar¢lla announced his squad
late in May,

Caniggia was accused of

Dan Petrescu

Caniggia feels
cheated

BUENOS AIRES. June 25:

the first round, but those with
two from different games are
automatically suspended.
lordanescu has vowed to beat
Tunisia, but with nothing at
stake, he may be considering
fielding a considerably weak-

ened team to do the job.
"We have a few injuries and
some problems h yellow

cards,” he said, "That compli-
cates selection.”

Midfielder Ovidiu Stinga,
who came on as substitute in
Romania's first two games, is
out of the World Cup and has re-
turned to his Dutch club PSV
Eindhoven for treatment for a
knee ligaments injury sus-
tained Ga alr}sptn Englhand.
Swee abriel Popescu has a
bnusgisr nose and striker Adrian
Ilie a bruised foot.

Tunisia hardly loom large
on the horizon for lordanescu
and his side who are determined
to do better than their 1994

redecessors who played
Erﬂ]iantly in the United States
only to lose on a penalty shoot-
out to Sweden in the quarter fi-
nals.

Petrescu, who scored the
winning goal against England.
said: “We think we can go a long
way in this competition. We are
better than in 1 =

Tunisia, beaten by England
and Colombia, are deeply de-
moralised and since Tuesday
have been thrown into even
deeper disarray by the abrupt
dismissal of their coach.

If Romania either beat or
draw with Tunisia they top

Group G and play the runners-
up in Group H, either Argentina
or Croatia,

switching the price tag on an
expensive pair of shoes but said
it was a misunderstanding.

Caniggia angrily dismissed
the suggestion that Passarella
had overlooked him because he
tested positive for cocaine in
1993 when playing for AS
Roma. He recei a 13-month
match ban.

“Let's not mess around. It
would be ridiculous for me to be
left out for such an old inci-
dent.” he said.

But he said the coach's famed
love of discipline was aimed at
cutting difficult stars from the
team.

Passarella — a former hard
man defender who captained
Argentina's 1978 world cham-
pion team — was named by Ar-
gentina soccer authorities to
instill order after the unruly
Maradona was booted out of the
1994 Cup for testing positive for
a prohibited stimulant.

Among his first moves was a
ban on players, who like Canig-
gia. had long hair or earrings,
as well as homosexuals.

"When he (Passarella) took
over, he started L%ﬂin,g on about
all that hair and earring busi-
ness with those rules no one in
the NBA (US basketball] could
play at all.," Caniggia said.

gul with Gabriel Batistuta
and Ariel Ortega drilling in five
goals against Jamaica, Pas-
sarella’s has no reason to regret

his selection decisions.
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igerian defender under pressure from Paraguays Jose
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Bulls bow out

LENS, June 25 (Reuters):
Spanish coach Javier Clemente
paid tribute to goalkeeper An-
doni Zubizarreta on Wednesday
as S pulled of their biggest
World Cup win ever and simul-
taneously crashed out of the
tournament.

"I would like to say from the
depths of my heart farewell to
the best goalkeeper in the
world.” he said after Spain beat
Bulgaria 6-1 but went oul
largely because of a goalkeeping
error by Zubi in an earlier

“l think he can tell you how
hé feels tomorrow, not just as a
goalkeeper but as a person, de-
spite the fact that he's often
been misunderstood and mal-
treated by the press.

"Perhaps you don't realise
what you put him through.”

Zubizarreta, a basque like
Clemente, had announced his
retirement before the World Cup
started and is due ta join the
coach as an assistant in the na-
tional team.

On Wednesday, as in the 2-2
draw with surprise qualifiers
Paraguay, the veteran barely
put a foot or hand wrong as
Spain ran riot against a weak
Bulgaria. But his mistake
against Nigeria in the opening
3-2 defeat proved deadly.

Wednesday saw defiance and

Lessons to be learned

MARSEILLE., France, June

25 (AP Internet): Brazilians
oped to lain their stunning
-1 loss to Norway, a word they

used often was "lesson.”

*This will serve as a great
lesson to us not to lose our con-
centration,” coach Mario Za-
gallo said.

“There's no question we all
learned a lesson from this.”
added a subdued Bebeto. So
what did deleat teach the de-
fending world champions, as
they head into a Round of 16
game with Chile on Saturday?

Lesson One probably is: It
isn't over until it's over.

Brazil coasted until the 83rd
minute of the game Tuesday

Argentina face the enfant terrible

L'ETRAT. France, June 25
(AFP): Argentina coach Daniel
Passareall, who says he will
step down as national coach af-
ter the World Cup. is going into
Friday's final Group H match
with Croatia in Boredeaux
looking for a win.

A draw will ensure Ar-
gentina finish top of the group
and face the winners of the Eng-
land-Colombia clash in 5t
Etienen on June 30

But Passarella prefers to
keep up the momentum of win-
ning.

"1 dan't like taking the foot
off the accelerator. It's best if
we're all focused on winning our
sarnes. If you ease up il can be

angerous,” Passarella has only
one injury doubt.

Defender Roberto Sensini is
carrying a thigh strain and
could be rested, while Pas-
sarella may not risk stup{mr
Jose Chamol, who is on a yellow

card.

disciplinary

ﬁ!}tntillii'ﬁ
record here has been excellent —

like England. and Colombia

they have picked up only on yel-
low card.

Javier Zanetti of Inter Milan
and Hector Pineda of Udiness
both trained on Wednesday af-
ter treatment for bruised knees.

Croatia should be at f{ull
strength  after their injury
doubts cleared up. '

Skipper Zvonimir Boban
appears to have won his race

Gabriel Batistuta, Argentina's goal machine, trains at ki

Etrat on June 24.
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against time to be fit and Croa-
tia coach Miroslav Blazevic
said Wednesday both defender
Slavan Bilic had also recovered
fromn a groin strain.

Boban missed Croatia's 1-0

victory over Japan aller tearing |

a left calf muscle in training
last week.

I Croatia beal Argentina
they will play either England or

Colombia in the second round
instead of Romania.

But Blazevic refused to look
that far ahead.

“The only thing [ am concen-
trating on is our game against
Argentina, it is going to be very
difficult They are one of the
favourites,” he admitted.

“They may not have been too
impressive when they played
Japan but against Jamaica the
showed just how good they are,”
he added.

Passarella says he will step
down even il Argentina win the
trophy, Argentine football as-
sociation president Julio Gron-
dona said Wednesday.

"We have put him under no
pressures to win this Cup,”
Grondona said.

Passarella has had an often
stormy relationship with his
FA, as well as the [llla}rrrs. and
Grondona appeared o be in no
hu
mind.

"If he wants to go | can’t stop
him,” he said.

to make him change his

defeat. Spain determined to
throw everything at their oppo-
nents.

They climbed the heights
and plu to the depths ol de-
ﬂFalr in space of 90 minutes
ol passionate, thrilling and ul-
timately entirely futile football.

Spain, as so often in their
past, had promised much but
only given of their best when it
was too late, Often criticised for
lacking the mentality or tough-
ness of true champions, they
paid for their poor start.

Clemente should have been
heartbroken but, if he was, he
was not going to let reporters be
witnesses.

He congratulated Nigeria
and Paraguay, the two teams to
qualify from Group D, on reach-
ing the second round and
stoutly defended his players
from any hint of criticism.

Above all, Clemente kept his
dignity. "Sad. but life goes on;”
was- how he described his feel-
ings. Then he_went away and lit
a cigarette.

e win, better even than the
memorable 5-1 second round
thrashing of Denmark with
Emilio Butragueno scoring four
in 1986, ended with Spain's
worst World Cup showing in 20
years.

Their fate was out of their
hands and when Paraguay beat

night in this Mediterranean
seaport. As the crowd jeered
their slow, methodical play, the
Brazilians turned up the pres-
sure just enough to score, with
Bebeto heading in a cross from
Denilson in the 78Lth minute.

it seemed more than enough.
For Brazil, already qualified in
first place in Group A, the game
didn't change the standings.
And while the Norwegians
needed a win to qualify, they
seemed incapable of reaction,

But Norway's lone striker,
Tore Andre Flo, wasn't ready to
quit. In the 83rd minute, he
evened the score with a shot
from the left side after a back-
breaking dribble on fullback
Junior Baiano. Then he was the
beneficiary of a penalty called
against Baiano, which Kjetil
Rekdal converted in the 89th,

“There was a relaxation, a
let-down in concentration,”
said Zagallo, "We lost a game
that was won.”

"We forgot everything we
know how to do well, which is
move the ball." said team cap-
lain Dunga.

Another lesson from the
Norwegians: Soccer isn't fair.

Brazil was superior and
probably deserved a better fate.
Even if it wasn't art -- mnuch of it
was downright boring -- the
Brazilians nevertheless con-
trolled the temmpo and tried in
vain to lure the Norwegians
into a more aggressive attack.

"We didn't let the Norwegians
do anything,” Rivaldo said of
the first 80 minutes.

"We were betler, we created
the chances. we deserved to
win," added Bebeto.

“We felt infinitely superior.”
agreed Junior Baiano

A third lesson: Play cool.
plag smart.
razilians let the boos gel

under their skin. Even after Be-
beto's poal, they wanted to put
on the showtime fans have
come to expecl. "It wasn't
enough," Baiano said of the 1-0
lead. "Foolishly we wanted to
humiliate our opponent. score a
lot of goals, and at the end we
were beaten.

"We should have just traded
passes in the midfield and let
the Norwegian fans boo," said

Zagallo. "But one goal wasn't
enough for us and we went look-
ing for the second.”

That's the same lesson
Brazil got in the 1982 World Cup
and apparently didn't learn,

A brilliant team led by Zico,

group leaders Nigeria, Spain
were dead and buried.

It was the fourth time Spain,
home to the world soccer giants
Real Madrid and Barcelona,
had out of the World Cup in
the first round after arriving
among the favourites.

The last time was in Ar-
gentina in 1978

Clemente, reportedly accused
of hubris by his own prime
minister in the past . sat

- stony-faced on the bench as the

fi whistle went. Zubizarreta
crouched in :

The goal then ran to
the centre and hugged Fermnando
Hierro, who had scored the

opening penalty. ,

All around them, the crowd
— many in tears — cheered and
kept up its chanting on a nlgilt
that Spanish fans could be
rnuddu;ﬂ?. Th }I:evcir let the
eam down the players ap-
plauded back from the pitch.
"We came here and showed

our supporters that we were
prepared to fight tooth and
nail," Clemente said. "They

hoped for more, but you can't
always get what you want.

My players never gave up, if
they didn't do it, it's because
they couldn't,”

France, he said, were his new
tip for the title.

Socrates and Falcao wasn't sat-
isfied with a 2-2 tie against
Italy that would have qualified
Brazil for the quarterfinals. In
pursuit of victory, the team
took a third goal on a counter-
strike and was eliminated.

Brazil still isn't satisfied
wilh the minimum. For soccer
lovers, maybe that's a good
thing.

For Armando Nogueira, a
sports commentator of the O Es-
tado de Sao Paulo newspaper,
"Brazil's suffered a rela and
became the lackluster and
melancholic team it was before
the World Cup.”

"A Rjdlcuﬂzus Brazil Gives
Norway Its Berth as a Gift," read
the newspaper's headline.

“I.’lfra.zilp played very badly,
without courage or determina-
tion," said commentator Jose
Trajano of the sports news
d Lance.

e newspaper also sharply
criticised referee Esse Bahar-
mast with a front page headline
that read "Thief — American
referee mn{lures up a penalty
and hands Norway its victory.”

Lance quoted former referee
Arnaldo Cesar Coelho as saying
that "by inventing a penalty, he
(Baharmast) efeated two
teams. Brazil and Morocco.”

But Folha de S Paulo quoted
goalkeeper Taffarel as saying
that Junior Bahiano pulled the
shirt of the Norwegian Tore
Andre Flo. "The judge was
right.," Taflarel said, according
to the newspaper.

Brazil's deleat deprived Mo-
rocco of a berth in the tourna-
ment's second phase despite its
stunning 3-0 win over Scotland.

"Sorry Morocco,” read the
headline in Brasilia's Correio
Brasilienze newspaper,

Burley banned

PARIS. Jun 25: FIFA's disci-
linary committee suspended
Scotland’s Craig Burley for two
matches here on Wednesday,
which will mean him missing

their first two European
Championship qualifiers start-
ing in September, reports AFP.

Burley, who scored in Scot-
land's 1-1 draw with Norway,
was banned for being sent off in
Tuesday's 3-0 loss to Morocco.

The Scottlish player-of the-
year, who inspired Celtic to the
title, will miss the trip to
Lithuania, whom they play on
Seplember 5, and the home
match with Estonia on October
10.



