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112 die iIn

Landslides and

killed at least 112 people and injured more

Chinese landslides:

floods caused by heavy summer rains have

than 119 others in

three southern provinces, state media reported, AP says from

Beijing.

ore than 60 others people were still missing following the

landslides Monday In Jiangx

| and Zhejiang. and the severe

flooding in Fujian. the reports said.
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Chirac
Jacques Chirac left
tour taking in Namibia

AFP reports from Paris,

Aﬂica tolm President

aris late Wednesday for a southern Africa
South Africa. Mozambique and Angola,

3 exmte(l ill China: Three men convicted of

killing an American engineer have been executed in southern
China. according to a report seen Thursday in Beijing, AP

reports from Beijing.

Shi Zhaodong, Shi Shanfu, and Liu Huansen were executed
after the Guangdong province Hlﬁher Court rejected appeals of

their convictions in the Marc

23 l‘lllling'l of 42-year old

Leonard Phillips of Athens. Tennessee, the Yangcheng Evening

News reported Wednesday.

2 soldiers killed in Lebanon: .

Israeli soldiers were killed and four more were wounded early

yesterday in a dawn altack by
near the border in southern

ro-lIranian Hezbollah fighters
banon, Lebanese Security

officials said, AFP reports from Tyre.

Earlier Hezbollah announced in a communique issued in
Sidon that it had carried out a series of attacks on an Israeli
position in the so-called "security zone" occupied by Israel. The
attack targetted an Israeli patrol near Tallousa. in the central

part of the zone, il said.

Colombian

resident

in Cuba:

Making a rare visit h)pa Latin American leader to Cuba,
Colombian President Ernesto Samper arrived in Havana
Thursday to inaugurate a meeting of health ministers of non-
aligned nations as well as meet with President Fidel Castro, AP

reports [orm Mexico City.

The Cuban news agency Prensa Latina said the two leaders
would discuss environmental protection, bilateral cooperation

and calls
organisations.

to bring Cuba

into more Latin American

Sheikh Yassain back in Gaza: sheikn

Ahmed Yassin, the spiritual leader of Hamas arrived back in

the Gaza stri[:
capitals to coll

reports from Gaza City.

Wednesday after a four-month trip
ect money for the radical group, Hamas said,

lo Arab

Parents join their children, mostly female students,
during a protest rally in downtown Ankara Wednesday.

Some 5,000 demonstrators took to the streets to protest a

government ban on Islamic head scarves in schools and

state offices.

— AP/UNB photo

Palestinians warn

Explosion of violence may
occur if deadlock persists

JERUSALEM, June 25: The
Palestinians are sounding the
alarm with growing urgency
over Lhe slalled peace process,
warning that ran explosion of
violence may occur, if the
deadlock persists. reports AFP.

By continuing to destroy
Palestinian houses. conliscate
land, and increase its hold over
Jerusalem the Israeli govern-
ment risks driving the Pales-
tinian population to extremes,
Palestinian leaders have
warned.

"The latest actions of Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu constitute a declara-
tion of war.” the chiel Pales-

tiniarr official in East
Jerusalem, Raisal Husseini,
told AFP.

He said "political methods”
were ‘not enough” to stop the lIs-
raeli actions.

"The peace process is dead in
the hands of Netanyahu. The
Palestinians must prepare Arab
and international public opin-
ion for the explosion to which
this could lead and, at the same
time. they must prepare them-
selves.”

Palestinian leaders argue
that Israel is sapping the
strerngth of the Palestinian au-
thority to control the street.

The Palestinian citizens
have less and less confidence in
the abilities of the Palestinian
Authority in the face of face of
the limited and arrogant policy
of Netanyahu, said Hassan As-
four, one of the principal Pales-
tinian negotiators with Israeli.

“For that reason, the capac-
ity of the authority to control
the situation is very limited,”
he said.

For Asfour "all the elements
for a popular explosion are in
place.

In a statement released
Tuesday, the Palestinian leg-
islative council highlighted the
‘seriousness of the situation
and the possibility that an ex-
plosion could take place at any
mormment "

The deputies urged Pales-
tinian Authority President
Yasser Arafat to "take another
close look al Lhe status of nego-
tiations with the Israeli gov-
ernment.”
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Young Palestinians block the entrance of the Palestinian
refugee camp of Ein el-Hilweh east of the southern city of
Sidon Wednesday. They action was against Andrew
Robinson, special coordinator for the Middle East peace
process at Canada's Foreign Affairs Department, who did
not visit their camp, during his tour of refugee campsin

Lebanon.

— AP/UNB photo
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President

Iintun, Hillﬁf;r Rudﬁa:ﬁ Cli;tﬁn and daughter Chelsea wave from Air Force

One at Andrews Air Force Base Wednesday as they begin a ten-day trip to China. Clinton
insists his visit will advance American's interests but he has faced a rough sendoff from

some in Congress.

Clinton-Jiang summit |
begins tomorrow

BEIJING, June 25: Presi-
dents Bill Clinton and Jiang
Zemin will hold the (first
China-US summit in Beijing
for more than nine years Sat-
urday, but their views differ on
what issues should be at the top
of the agenda, reports AFP.

The key subjects for discus-
sion according to Beijing:

Taiwan: China is asking
Clinton to publicly re-state the
United States' commitment not
to support Taiwan's indepen-
dence. It hopes that Washington
will also take concrete mea-
sures. Such as setting a deadline
for the end of all US arms sales
to the island and explicitly ex-
cluding Taiwan from US-
Japanese defence cooperation.

Lifting of sanctions: Beijin
is calling for Washington to li
all its remaining sanctions dat-
ing from the aftermath of the
June 4, 1989 Tiananmen mas-
sacre, Restrictions barring
trade loan guarantees from the
US trade an development
agency and insurance from the
overseas private investment
corporation are top among
these.

Washington also maintains
a complete embargo on sales of
military r:%uipmenl and tech-
nology to China, as well as a

artial ban on Chinese

aunches of US satellites.

WTO accession: Beijing
hopes Washington will support
China’s entry into the World

Trade Organisation (WTO) un-
der less strenuous conditions.
US negotiators currently insist
that China must fist fully open
its markets to foreign competi-
tors, but the Chinese side says it
has already made t strides
in reducing its trade barriers.
Permanent MFN: China
wants the US to end its policy of
annually reviewing the coun-
try's Most Favoured Nation
{N{FN] trading status and in-
stead extend the status perma-

nently.

MI-XN allows China to enjo
the same low tariffs that app dy
to all but a handful of US trad-
ing ers.

e key subjects for discus-
sion according to Washington:

Non-proliferation: The
United States, which suspecis
Chinese technol Bﬂa a vi-
tal role in recent stani nu-
clear tests, hopes to obtain firm
guarantees against future leaks
of weapon and missile technol-
ogy to other countries, such as
Iran or Myanmar.

Human rights: In order to
"sell” his China policy of con-
structive enﬁgem:nt back
home, Clinton badly needs pos-
itive gestures from Beijing on
basic freedoms or tolerance of
political dissidents.

Jiang recently promised
China will sign the UN's inter-
national covenant on civil and

litical rights later this year,
Pu:ﬁlnwing his landmark visit to

“Yuan. which could

— AP/UNB photo

the US last year, prominent po-
litical prisoners Wei Jin%sh:gg
and Wang Dan were relea
into US exile.

Clinton may attempt to meet
with dissidents during his visit
to make up for the impact of his
symbolic appearance at an ofli-

cial welcome adjacent 1to
Tiananmen Square, (he site of a

army's brutal crackdown on
1989 pro-democracy demon-
strations.

Trade deficit: The US has
asked China to take measures
to reduce its growing trade
deficit with the latter, which
reached 49.7 billion dollars last
year, Chinese trade figures,
which do not include exports.
Transshipped through Hon
Kong. show a gap of only 16.3
billion dollars.

China has raised the possi-
bility of commercial deals in
the aviation, telecommunica-
tions and power infrastructure
sectors,

Clinton in March lifted an
embargo on sales of peaceful
nuclear technology to China,
but the move has yet to yield
any contracts.

Currency stability: The US,
which had to intervene in for-
eign currency markets last
week to bolster the plummetinﬁ
dJapanese Yen, hopes China wi
reaffirm it will not devallll.te its
possibly un-
leash further financial lu{'muil
in Asia. .
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Annan sends envoy to S Asia

to lower tensions

UNITED NATIONS, June 25:
UN Secretary General Kofi An-
nan is sending an envoy to
South Asia to try to lower ten-
sions following Indian and
Pakistani nuclear tests in May,
the United Nations said
Wednesday. reports AFP.

Deputy Secretary General for
Political Affairs Alvaro de Soto
was to leave New York Wednes-
day. UN spokesman Fred Eck-
hard said. Part of his mission
will be to prepare for an even-
tual visit by Annan to the Re-
gion.

"Following the explosion of
nuclear devices by India and
Pakistan last month, the Secre-
tary General has been in con-
tact with leaders of the region
in an effort to help reduce ten-
sion,” the spokesman said.

'In pursuance of these efforts,
he has decided to dispatch
Alvaro de Soto on a visit to
countries in the region to de-
liver personal messages (o their
leaders and to prepare for his
own eventual visit there." he
added.

De Soto will encourage a dia-
logue between India and Pak-

istan but is not Lo act as a me-
diator between the two parties,
the UN official said, without
saying when the envoy would
visit New Delhi and Islamabad.

In a letter Tuesday to Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-

ayee, Pakistan Premier
Jr&Jawaz Sharif said peace be-
tween the two countries is vital
for South Asia, Islamabad offi-
cials said Wednesday.

The letter was sent Tuesday
ahead of an expected meeting
between the two leaders in
Colombo next month at the
summit of the South Asian As-
sociation for Regional Cooper-

ation (SAARC). . ;
A ‘breakihrough' between

Pakistan and India on issues of
vital concern will open a new
chapter of cooperation and de-
velopment in South Asia.
Sharif told Vajpayee expressin
hope that the 50 year ol
Kashmir dispute. which Pak-
istan calls the root ol tensions,
would be discussed at their
meeting,

Islamabad has called on the
United Nations and third coun-
ties to help resolve the issue ol

Kashmir.

New Delhi has always re-
jected outside intervention in
its rivalry with Pakistan.

Pakistan’'s UN Ambas-
sadors, Ahmad Kamal, asked
Annan at the beginning of June
to come to the region to help
defuse tensions provoked by the
nuclear tests.

Five Indian nuclear tests in
mid-may followed by what Pak-
istan said were six blasts, have
heightened tension between the
two neighbours and in the re-
gion as a whole.

The UN announcement came
after three Indian soldiers were
reported killed by Pakistani
troops along the tense Kashmir
border late Tuesday in the first
major clash in the disputed
area since the nuclear tests.

Three Indian soldiers were
killed in unprovoked liring by
Pakistani troops along the

Kashmir border. military offi- °

cials saud Wednesday.

The attack took place late
Tuesday al Kupwara and fol-
lowed a tour of the tense border
area by India's Defence Minis-
ter George Fernandes.

Benazir Bhutto says

Pak achievement of nuclear parity
with India creates scope for talks

ISLAMABAD, June 25: For-
mer Pakistan Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto has said Pak-
istan’'s achievement of nuclear

arity with India created scope

Fnr negotiating all bilateral ir-
ritante, including the Kashmir
dispul:. reports UNB,

'Now there is an equilib-
rium... now both countries can
talk on the disputing issues,”
she said Wednesday talking to
newsmen accompanying
Bangladesh Prime inister
Sheikh Hasina during her one-
day trip to the Pakistan capital.

She said the "nuclear parity”
has given the two countries a
new vision, the detonations
have hastened the process of
thinking anew.

"Now the two countries can
talk on all issues. And talks
must be started soon to defuse
tension,” Benazir added.

The Pakistan People's Party
chief met with Hasina at Pun-
jab House, where the latter was
staying, and discussed with her
bilateral, regional and interna-
tional issues of common con-
cern.

Speaking to the Bangladeshi
newsmen after that meeting,
Benazir praised Hasina for un-
dertaking the visits to India
and Pakistan in the wake of
last month's nuclear tests con-
ducted by the two countries.

During the one-day trips, the
Bangladesh Prime Minister
discussed the post-nuclear test
scenario with her Indian coun-
terpart Atal Behari Vajpayee on
June 16 and Pakistan counter-
part Nawaz Sharil on June 24.

Benazir described Hasina's
visits to New Delhi and Islam-
abad as “important” for pro-
moting peace and understand-
ing in South Asia.

Referring to the planned
SAARC Summit in Colombo
next month, she suggested that
the Bangladesh Prime Minister
take the leadership to promote
understanding among the
member-states.

Describing her party posi-
tion on the nuclear issue, the
opposition PPP leader said her
Barl_-,r called both India and

akistan for signing the no-
first-use pact.

"We also took the initiative
to sign multi-lateral level pacts
like NPT, CTBT and others."” she
said.

About the nuclear tests by
Pakistan. Benazir pointed out
that in last 50 years of its inde-
pendence her country had just
retaliated against what India
had done. "In last 50 years, Pak-
istan did what India did.”

"Now we have achieved the
parity, the nuclear equilibrium,
which has created a scope for

- marked.

Pakistan to begin bilateral dis-
cussion on all issues, including
the Kashmir dispute.”

Asked to comment on the
race of nuclear tests by India
and Pakistan. Benazir Bhulto
said, "The nuclear genie is oul

now, it cannot be put back in
the bottle”.

But, she said, the Kashmir
dispute remains and "the Indian
government could not win the
heart of the Kashmir people in
last 50 years.” *

She opted for a negotiated
settlement of the long running
Kashmir issued through bilat-
eral talks which should be
started soon for peace in both
countries.

About the opposition's rela-
tions with the ruling party, the
former Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter said the government do not

take the opposition in confi-
dence.

Replying to a question on the
impact of the n-test on the
SAARC countries, she said, "We
are concerned about the people
of the region" and mentioned
her party's stand for establish-
ing the region as a nuclear-free
zone.,

"It was a very sad day for
South Asia when proliferation
suddenly erupted,”

|

Ban on India, Pakistan |

US House votes
to exempt

food credits

WASHINGTON, June 25: The
US House, acting with President
Bill Clinton's encouragement,
voted Wednesday to keep US
food credits available to India
and Pakistan despite their re-
cent nuclear arms tests, reports
Reuters.

The exemption [rom sanc-
tions imposed under a US nu-
clear non-proliferation law was
S edinF through Congress,
similar language was awaiting
debate in the Senate.

Representatives included the
exemption in a 56.1 billion dol-
lar bill to fund the agriculture
department and related agen-
cies for fiscal 1999 that was

ssed 373-48 and sentsto the

te, Most agencies would see
little or no increase in funding
under the bill.

Pakistan was the No 3 cus-
tomer for US wheat buying 350

million dollar worth lasl vear
and 162 million dollar so far

this fiscal. with the aid of 250
million dollar in US credit
guarantees.

India has not used any of its
20 million dollar credit line.

During a bill-signing cere-
mony on Tuesday, Clinton
urged action on an exemption
saying it is important it be done
immediately.

Representative George
Nethercultt a Washington State

blican and sponsor of the

exemption, said it was "insane”
to include agriculture export
credits in the nuclear arms
sanctions.

3 rockets hit
Kabul airport

KABUL, June 25: Three
rockets slammed into the air-
port in Afghanistan’'s war-shat-
tered capital early Thursday,
while the United Nations air-
craft was parked on the tarmac
nearby, say eyewitnesses, re-
port AP,

There were no reports of in-
juries.

One rocket landed about 100
metres from the civilian termi-
nal. Passengers were preparing
to board the UN aircraft, whic
was returning to neighbouring
Pakistan, when the rockets hit,
said UN officials, who didn't
want to be quoted.

The other two rockets landed
on the western edge of the air-
port compound where military
aircraft are located, they said.

People on the road leading to
the airport scurried for cover.
Shops quickly shuttered and
dozens of people sought shelter.

The rockets came f{rom
north of the capital where op-

osition soldiers are fighting
llJ‘alit:m.f.m troops, eyewitnesses

| said. This was the [irst ‘attack

on the airport in two weeks.
It followed heavy [ighting in

Tagab area Wednesday same 60
km northeast of the cag S,
The Taliban said it repulsed
a powerful assault by the oppo-
sition in that area. They re-
ported heavy casualties on the
opposition side, but that could
not immediately be confirmed.

Marcos’ burial
postponed

MANILA, June 25: Bowing to
widespread n?gusiu:m. former
first lady Imelda Marcos post-
poned indefinitely Thursday
the burial of her husband, for-
mer dictator Ferdinand Mar-
cos, in a heroes' cemetery, re-
ports AP.

In the spirit of national in-
terest, our lamily is prepared to
wait,"” Imelda Marcos said in a
statement. “The burial of the
late President Marcos will be
deferred to a more appropriate
time.”

The emotion-charged dis-
pute over whether Marcos
should be buried at Heroes'
Cemetery in metropolilan
Manila nearly nine years after
dying in exile in 1989 has di-
vided Filipinos. President Fidel
Ramos, who steps down June
30. ordered a halt Tuesday to
construction of Marcos' grave at
the cemetery during the re-
mainder of his term.

President-elect Joseph
Estrada, a former Marcos sup-
porter, had agreed, however, to
allow Marcos’ burial on July 11,
saying it was time to put the is-
sue Lo rest.

Anything for
US visa!

NEW DELHI, June 25: Indian
police plucked 13 men from the
waiting room of the US Em-
bassy visa section in New Delhi,
saying their tale of wanting to
10 to the United States to pla
ield hockey was a fraud,
Thursday's newspapers re-
ported, says AP.

The visa seekers had sup-
ported their claim with invita-
tions to a fictitious hockey
tournament and forged EHEHS
from the Indian Hockey Federa-
tion, The Pioneer reported.

A suspicious embassy of of-
ficial had asked police to check
the documents submitted ear-
lier with visa applications. Po-
lice were waiting when the men
returned hoping to pick up visas
Tuesday.

The US embassy, contacted
by the Associated Press, con-
firmed the incident but refused
further comment.

After their arrests Tuesday,
they were charged with cheating
and forgery and appeared in a
city court Wednesday. The
Asian Age reported. A judge or-
dered they be held 14 days while
police continue their investiga-
tion.

The Pioneer reported the
scheme had been concocted by a
iravel agent in the northern
Indian town of Karnal who was
to be paid rupees 400,000 (dlrs

she re- IH,EG{J for each visa issued. Po-

lice were looking for the agent.
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US expresses concern

Military intervention may
fan conflict in Kosovo

WASHINGTON, June 25: An
NATO edges closer to action in
Kosova, US defence oflicials
here are concerned that mili-
tary, intervention may fan the
conilict in Serbia's southern-
most province rather than stop
it. reports AFP,

NATO ambassadors in Brus-
sels Wednesday instructed the
alliance's military to flesh out
options for military action in

osovo, where Serbian security
forces have turned tanks and
artillery on civilians in a bid to
crush a separatist rebellion.

But the absence of clearly
defined political goals has fos-
tered doubts within the US mil-
itary about the actual use of

“force,

"The military option is a
two-edged sword because you're
either ]guing to encourage the
UCK (Kosovo Liberation Army)
or you're going to encourage
(Yugoslav President Slobodan)
Milosevic," said a Pentagon of-
ficial, who spoke on condition
of anonymity.

"The risks are that we are go-
ing to undermine our own pol-

iciy of maintaining the inte m}{
ol Kosovo proper,” the officia
said,

Washington wanis to compel
Milosevic to restore autonomy
to Kosovo's ethnic Albanians,
but it does not support indepen-
dence for the province or the
rebel forces fighting for it.

So a major dilemma is how
force can be used without fur-
ther inflaming the insurgency,
which the official said may
cause Belgrade to send even
more troops to the province and
increase the danger of the wider
war that NATO is intent on
averting.

US officials fear that the
Kosovo Liberation Army, or
UCK by its Albanian acronym,
will use air strikes as cover to
step up attacks on Serbian
forces and press its campaign
for independence.

Even if NATO attempts to
deal even handedly with Ser-
bian and rebel forces, the Yu-
goslav forces will be easier to
identify and therefore easier to
track, target and hit in
airstrikes, officials say.

UNSC extends sanction_;
against Iraq for 60 days

UNITED NATIONS, June 25:
The Security Council has agreed
to maintain sanctions against
Iraq for 60 more days after the
chief weapons inspector said
US Army tests left "no doubt”
that Iraq placed deadly VX
nerve gas in missile warheads,
reports AP.

Earlier Wednesday, Iraq
threatened unspecified actions

inst UN weapons inspectors
if the sanctions were not lifted
immediately. The threat
marked a worsening in Bagh-
dad's latest dispute with the in-
spectors.

The council's decision was
made without a vote after the 15
members concluded that Iraq
had not met the conditions to
lift the eight-year embargo,
council President Antonio
Monteiro said.

Chief inspector Richard
Butler had briefed the council
on a report by the Army labora-
tory in Aberdeen, Maryland,
that found traces of VX on
pieces of Iraqgl warheads.

Butler agreed to send the ma-
terials to laboratories in
France and Switzerland for fur-
ther analysis, as Iraq has de-
manded. But he said the tests
were conducted by one of the
world's premier chemical
weapons laboratories.

"I made clear there is no
doubt VX was present in some of
those weapons warheads,” But-
ler said.

VX is a colourless, odorless
liquid that turns into a gas
en it comes into contact with

!
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oxygen. A few drops can kill in
minutes.

The warhead fr ts were
taken from Taji. a military
camp 13 miles (20 kms) north of
the capital Baghdad, in 1995
and sent to the United States
earlier this year.

Iraq claims that only seven
fragments of the 44 samples
taken out were examined and
VX was detected in only one of
them — a sample too small to
provide conclusive evidence.

Irag has admitted having
maintained VX supplies but
claims it was never able to de-
velop the technology to place
the deadly nerve agents in a
weapons system.

Iraq's ambassador to the

United Nations, Nizar Ham-
doon. denied on Wednesday that

Iraq had any prohibited
weapons and said a new crisis
could be brewing.

"I can not get into any time-
frame but I am saying that if it
looks like the sanctions are not

oing to be lifted this year then
raq may well consider a differ-
ent policy,” he said in a televi-
sion interview Wednesday
evening.

His comments echoed those
in a statement published earlier
Wednesday in Baghdad. Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein and other
Iraqgi leaders had demanded the
sanctions be lifted immediately
and warned that if they were
not, Iraq would reconsider rela-
tions with UN weapons inspec-
tors.

models escorting British designer Stella

McCartney after her show for Chloe's 1998/99 fall-winter
ready-to-wear collection presented in Paris March 11,
1998. Britain's Foreign Office announced Wednesday that
Stella has quit a government appointed panel charged
with modernising Britain's image, dealing an apparent
blow to the group dubbed "Cool Britannia®.

— AP/UNB photo

Donkeys wed in hope of rain!

NEW DELHI: The people of Gajendragad, a district in the

southern state of Karnataka. are at their wits' end re
With the rains — on which their harvest depends

rt IANS.
eavily due

to lack of proper irn‘ﬁatinn — having completely bypassed them

for two years now, t

ey are willing to appease the rain gods in

mlyil_ﬁnssible manner in the hope of succour. .
e annual seasons of rains — the monsoon — has arrived in

India. especially most southern and eastern areas of the
country. But Gajendragad has not been lucky. |

The villagers in the area recently performed a mass wedding
of donkeys, The Indian Express newspaper reported. "Al
traditional rites were observed and festivities followed in the
hope that rain would come in the area.” the paper said.

During the mass marriage of donkeys. members of a local
agricultural corporation played the part of the grooms 1ﬁ1n1ﬂ:e-s.
while those from Rajur village became the brides’ families.

Every other attempt by the people of Gajendragad to bring
rain appears to have failed to please Indra. the Hindu god of
rain. Last year, the {)a]u-r said; the residents of the area

i

Ferﬁ}rmed mass wedec
estivilies,

ngs of frogs with similar rituals and

But whatever the rituals, nothing appears yet to have worked
for the rain starved people of Gajendrivgad,

Rumours of a ghost

YANGON: Myanmar's military government has practice
keeping the political opposition in check. but its secunty forces,
recently have been forced to confront a more elusive target —

rumours of a ghost, reports AP.

Rumours have spread like wildfire in the capital since last
Friday that a ghost has been terrorising an apartment near a
busy road junction. reportedly smashing glasses, cups and light

bulbs.

Every day, hundreds of curious observers have been

assembling in front of the so-called haunted house al
Myeinigone ward in Sanchoung township, about 4 km from
Yangon. On Saturday, about 1,000 people gathered there

The area is also swarming wilh sccunty officials, in

numbers which are usually reserved for keeping a close eye on
the country's pro-demeocracy activists, whose activities are

tightly controlled.

In a strange coincidence that has fuelled rumours about the
apparition, the intersection near the house was the scene of
violence 10 years ago this month during massive anti-

government protests.



