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enacting special laws regarding prevention of crime relating to women, children and

terrorism"™ at the Osman Memorial auditorium in the city yesterday:.
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Khaleda visits
injured BNP

leaders

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia visited three in-
jured leaders of BNP, Jubo Dal
and JCD at the city's hospitals
yesterday. reports UNB.

Begum Zia visited Mamtazur
Rahman, former GS of Pabna
Shaheed Bubul College, and
Munshi Mesbahuddin Ahmed
Lenin, a Jubo Dal leader of
Faridpur district, at Pangu
Hospital. and Jalal Uddin, a
city BNP leader at Suhrawardy
Hospital.

She spent some time there
with them and inquired about
their treatment. said a party
press release.

‘Quick response
key to effective
disaster
management’

Speakers at a discussion
meeting yesterday said rapid
response is the key to effective
disaster management, reports
UNB.

They said coordination of
all units working in any af-
fected area is necessary for a
successful relief operation and
emergency support.

The discussion meeting, held
at the auditorium of Women's
Voluntary Association (WVA),
was arranged marking the con-
clusion of a nine-day training
course of the Emergency Sup-
port Corps (ESC] Rapid Re-
sponse team.

Director General of the Dis-
astier Management Bureau

Khanada Mohan Das attended
the meeting as chief guest while
. Red Crescent Deputy Secretary
General Akramn Hossain was

t as guest,

Sponsored by the Occidental
Bangladesh, the first phase of
the training course was at-
tended by some 40 volunteers of
the Rapid Response team.

DG of the Disaster Manage-
ment Bureau assured them of
his organisation's assistance in
imparting training and holding
of such discussions on emer-
gency issues in future.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Red Crescent Deputy Secre-
tary General stressed the need
for combined efforts between
his urﬁaénisatiun and the units
of the Rapid Respoiise team dur-
ing natural calamities.

Rashid reelected
“Secy of Lions
Club of Dhaka

Mahanagar

Alhaj M A
{ Rashid Shah
‘] Samrat has
been reelected
as Secret of
the Lions Club
of Dhaka Ma-
hanagar for
s i the year 1998-
99, says release,

He is associated with many
socio-cultural and welfare or-
ganisations.

He is the eldest son of Alhaj
Shah Md Afizuddin of village
Muradpur under Kachua thana
of Chandpur,

a press
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- Mohakhali slum-dwellers

appeal to ministers
against eviction

The dwellers of Mohakhali
slum vesterday submitted a
memorandum to the Health and
Family Welfare Minister and
Home Minister, containing
their demand not to evict them
without making alternative ar-
rangement, reports B5SS.

he slum dwellers, who
came in procession to submit
the memorandum at
Bangladesh Secretariat held a
rally at Osmani Uddyan while
their representatives submitted
the memorandum at the Secre-
tariat.

In the memorandum, they
noted that more than 25,000

ple belonging to various pro-
essions like garments, con-
struction, day labour, factory
workers as well as fourth class
employees of the Health Direc-
torate have been residing in
this slum for more than 26
years.

Besides, for the last one
decade various non-govern-
mental organisations including
Proshika have been carrying
out their poverty alleviation ac-
tivities through organising the

residents in this slum.
Proshika, so far organised 400

rimary societies comprising
g.{}[}ﬂ members and set up 20
non-formal schools, two adult
education centres, eight re-
source centres and 119 income
generations schemes in this
slum.

The memorandum noted
that since coming to power the
resent government attached
Eightst priority to poverty alle-
viation and well being of the
oppressed people and particu-
‘.ar?y the Prime Minister cate-
gorically assured the slum
dwellers that they would not be

evicled without making alter-
native arrangement for them.

The: Mohakhali slum
dwellers expressed their con-
cern over the report that they
would soon by evicted by the au-
thorities.

They in their memorandum,
appealed not to evict them
without making alternative ar-
rangements for their rehabili-
tation.

190 healthcare centres to be
set up in 4 city corpn areas

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman yesterday
underscored the need for united
efforts to make the Urban Pri-
mary Healthcare Project
(UPHCP) a success for providing
primary medicare facilities to
the urban poor, reports BSS.

‘The government has taken
various steps to. provide pri-

| mary healthcare facilities as it

is committed to ensuring pri-
mary healthcare services to all”
the minister said, while ad-
dressing as the chief guest the
inception workshop of the Ur-
ban Primary Healthcare Project
at a city hotel yesterday
morning.

The minister said a total of
190 primary healthcare centres
would be set up in the country's
four city corporation areas to
ensure primary healthcare fa-
cilities to the urban poor.

Chaired by Mayor of Dhaka
City Mohammad Hanif, the
workshop was addressed,
among others. by State Minis-
ter for LGRD and Cooperatives
Molazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya, Bir Bikram, State Minis-
ter for Health and Family Wel-
fare Prof M Amanullah, LGRD
Secretary A H M Abdul Hye,
Health gecretary Muhammad
Ali and officer in charge,
Bangladesh Resident Mission,
Asian Development Bank (ADB)
Francis B Narayan.

He said one third of the total
urban population are deprived
of medicare facilities.

“The main objective of the
project is to bring the urban

r under the primary health-
care facilities,” the minister
said.

The LGRD Minister urged all
four city mayors participating
in the workshop to set up
healthcare centres in their re-
spective areas soor.

"Under the project 25 mater-
nity centres will eslablished

in the country's four city corpo-
ration areas” he said, adding
that the project would play a vi-
tal role in reducing mother and
child mortality rate in the
country.

The minister urged all con-
cerned for extending all sorts of
cooperation for the successiu]
Imiplemeritdation of the project.¢

The cost of the project has
been estimated at Taka 254
crore. The government of
Bangladesh, UNFPA, ADB and
Nordic Development Fund are

funding the project.

2nd barge mounted
power plant to sail

for Mongla port
from S’pore soon

The second barge mounted
55 MW power plant will sail for
Mongla Port from Singapore in
a couple of days, reports UNB.

Wartsila NSD and Keppel
Singmarine Ltd handed over
the plant named Tiger-Ill to
Khulna Power Company for
generation of electricity in Sin-
gapore Wednesday, according to
am received in the city.

Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner Ashfaqur Rahman was
present on the occasion.

The Bangladesh High Com-
missioner said the barge
mounted power station would
contribute to development of
the western region and encour-
:FE: foreign investment. It will

so improve the current power
supply situation in the country.
e first power plant has al-
ready reached  Khulna and
wer supply from the Khulna
arge mounted power station
will commence by July 15.
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News
Bangabandhu Murder Case

Accused Subedar Major Ab-
dul Wahab Joardar was pro-
moted to Honorary Lieutenant
following the tragic August 15,
1975, killings as reward. Inves-
tigation Olficer (IO) in the
Bangabandhu Murder Case told
the court yesterday, reports
BSS.

Abdul Kahar Akand, ASP of
CID, during the cross-examina-
tion by the defence counsel for
accused Joardar, acknowledged
that accused Joardar was ar-
rested after Naik Sheikh
Younus Al made statement be-
fore a magistrate confessing his
involvement in the August 15
killings.

Akand, who is also the 61st
Prosecution Witness (PW) in the
case, however, said. "l did not
consider Naik All either a wit-
ness or an accused in connec-
tion with the case after review-

ing the judicial statement he

"W ahab Joardar was promoted
aftter Aug 15 killing’

made before the magistrate.”

While cross-examining the
10, Abdur Razzak Khan, defence
lawyer for Joardar, concen-
trated on finding out contradic-
tions of the statements made by
the prosecution witnesses be-
fore the court against his client.

Accused Joardar, according
to prosecution witnesses, took
away ammunition from the
guard room at the Dhanmondi
residence of father of the nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman before the August 15
carnage and looted the valu-
ables Irom the house after the
occurrence.

The hearing resumed yester-
day after a day recess.

The District and Sessions'
Judge, Dhaka, Kazi Golam Ra-
sul could not continue the hear-
ing for long due to power [ail-
ure.
The court was adjourned to
sit on June 29 next.
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School in the city yesterday.

B GCO to march
towards JS
June 28

By DU Correspondent

Ganotantrik Chhatra Oikya
[GCO) will organise a march to-
wards the Jatiya Sangsad on
June 28 demanding 25 per cent
allochtion for the education
seclor in the national budget.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Madhu's Canteen of
the Dhaka University the GCO
leaders said allocation lor the
education sector had not been
increased in the new budget.

A total of Tk 4596.14 crore
has been allocated for educa-
tion sector in the proposed bud-

et for 1998-99 fiscal which is
9.27 per cent of the total ex-
penditure in the budget.

Though the figure marks a
slight increase in the alloca-
tion, thal! does not reflect the
true picture considering the

igh,; inflgtipy (rate. O
J;}éadfrﬂgi : acfdi:"l 'E;g!'rﬁgrr
cent of the total GDP should be

allocated for the education sec-
tor.

The “conspiracy” to make
education a commodity will not
go unchallenged, the GCO lead-
ers said at the press conference.

They suggested that there
should be allocation for new
schools, colleges and universi-
ties and Tor research in the na-
tional budget in express terms.

There should also be ar-
rangement of subsidy in the
huch{et so that the students
could get education materials at
production cost.

The GCO will submit a mem-
orandum to the Speaker to
press home their demands.
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Field Commissioner of Bangladesh Scouts Md Kamrul
Islam Selim conducting the oath taking ceremony of Girl-
in-Scouting group of 47 girls of the Vikarunnessa Noon

Oath taking ceremony

of Girl-in-Scouting

An oath taking ceremony of
Girl-in-Scouting group consists
of 47 girls of the Vikarunnessa
Noon School, organised by the
Bangladesh Scouts was held
yesterday at 10:30 am.

Manzoor Ul Karim, chief
guest and Chief National Com-
missioner, Bangladesh Scouts,
M Fazlur Rahman, National
Commissioner (Community
Development and Health) and
Secretary, Ministry of Science
& Technuln?. Professor Dr
Sultana S Zaman,' National
Commissioner (Girl-in-Scout-
ing), Z A Shamsul Haque, Na-

donal Comniissioner
(Coordination) addressed the
scouts and audience. while Be-
um Hamida Ali, Principal,
ikarunnessa Noon School
presided over. _

National commissioners,
deputy national commission-
ers, scouters, guardians and
teachers of the school were pre-
sent on the occasion. Md -
rul Islam Selim. Field Commis-
sioner, Bangladesh Scouts con-
ducted the oath taking cere-
mony, says a press release.
Later a cultural function was
presented by the students of the
school.

Import LCs worth
Tk 26,100.89 cr

opened
Import LCs worth Tk
26,100.89 crore were opened by

the authorised banks durin
July-April of the 1997-98 fisc
showing 13.43 per cent increase
from the corresponding period

| of the last fiscal, reports UNB. |
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he Dhaka Medical College Hospital staged a sit-in 1n

front of the medicine store during a 12-hr strike protesting the reported move to give

autonomy to the DMCH.

—Star photo

_E—’roject taken up to explore

jobs for women: Mannan

The government has taken
up a massive project in associa-
tion with International Labour
Organisation (ILO) to explore

jobs for women who constitute

60 per cent of the country's
workforce, reports UNB.

Labour and Manpower Min-
ister MA Mannan said this yes-
terday while briefing newsmen
on his return from the 86th an-
nual conference of ILO in
Geneva.

"We focussed on our labour
standard, mainly of women.,
both in the conference and min-
isterial meetings,” said the
Minister, who led an 18-mem-
ber delegation to the ILO confer-
ence {rom June 2-18.

The delegation included
labour leaders, employers and
OWners representatives.

Garment and textile sectors

Copyright amending
body submits
draft report to

Obaidul Quader

The six-member committee,
formed for amending the copy-
right ordinance, submitted its
draft report to State Minister
for Youth, Sports and Cultural
Affairs Obaidul Quader yester-
day, reports UNB.

The government has consti-
tuted the committee to make the
copyright Ordinance of 1962 in-
ternationally meaningful and
make it suitable-to country's
copy rights requirements by
amending its various provi-
sions.

The committee collected var-
ious information relating to
latest copyright situation l%rf:um
concerned organisations in the
country's as well as outside the
country.

The state minister appreci-
ated the members of the com-
mittee for preparing the report
within a short span of time,

Headed by well-known jurist
Gazi Shamsur Rahman the
other members of the commit-
tee were Mohiuddin Ahmed,
Khairul Islam, two Deputy Sec-
retaries from the Ministry of
Law and Parliamentary Afiairs
and Ministry of Cultural Af-
fairs and registrar of the Copy-
rights Md Moniruddin.

Imam Uddin Ahad Cnudhu, Cairman,
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addmssing a meeting of regional

chiefs, corporate branch heads and Branch Managers of Dhaka city to evaluate the
position of classified advances of the branches and advised all cuncemeugl to gear up the
recovery of overdue classified advances for the prosperity of the bank at its head office in

the city Monday.
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smploy some 13 lakh women or
ibout 90 per cent of the total
vomen labour force, Mannan
sald.

The government has started
sonstruction of a technical
raining centre for women near
Dhaka to improve their skills
and explore potentials.

"Besides, we've planned to
take up micro-credit schemes
for women to create self-em-
ployment opportunities.,” he

added.
The Minister said

Bangladesh's success in elimi-
nating child labour from gar-
ment industry has been appre-
ciated by ILO and other member
countries, who have cited it as
an example to be adopted by all.

Mannan said the ILO has ac-
cepted Bangladesh's clarifica-
tion about a 'faulty’ informa-
tion in its report about "bonded
women labourers.” The ILO in
its latest report incorporated an
NGO's publication that de-
scribed permanent housemaids
as "bonded women labourers.”

Bangladesh has so far rati-
fied 32 conventions of ILO, in-
cluding Convention 100 that
ensure equal remuneration for
males and females of same jobs.

It also signed six out of seven
"core conventions' excepting
138 that fixes minimum age for
different jobs. "We've our own
laws about age Limit for jobs,”
the Minister said,

Bus service yet

. ... 10, be .established ...
between Rangamati,

Bandarban

RANGAMATI, June 24: Bus
service between Rangamati and
Bandarban district headquar-
ters has not been established
despite the construction of the
road two years ago, reports
UNB.

Local people said the impor-
tance of establishing road links
among the hill districts has in-
creased much with the end of
hostilities in the region
through signing of CHT peace
treaty.

Many offices including the
Regional Council office will be
set up in the region and the
people have to maintain regular
contact with the offices. Be-
sides, movement of people is
likely to increase manifold
with various development pro-
grammes undertaken here.

Among

main town of the hill tracts,
while there is no bus seérvice be-
tween Rangamati and Bandar-

ban,
Passengers of the district

have to travel via Chitt

alhalia to reach Rangamati
rom here.

They demanded of the au-
thorities concerned to take up
steps to introduce bus service
between the two hill towns as
early as possible.

- tHe! two ' fridntd
. wourld ‘be strengthened in ghe

the three district
headquarters, Khagrachhari is
connected with Rangamati, the

ong or
via Baraichhari-Raikhali-Ban-

_ Badoor 9:00 ﬁfnaanat 9:30

Kibria thanks
Japanese govt
for continued
assistance

The visiting Managing Di-
rector of Japan Overseas Eco-
nomic Cooperation Fund
(OECF]), Kenji Yoshida, called
on Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria at his office yesterday,
reports UNB.

They discussed mater relat-
ing to bilateral interest with
special reference to Japanese
assistance in development pro-
jects in Bangladesh.

The Finance Minister
thanked the Japan government
for its continued support in the
economic development particu-
larly large infrastructure pro-
jects.

Kibria also thanked the
OCEF Managing Director for
his joining in the opening cer-
emony of Bangabandhu Bridge,

The Finance Minister appre-
ciated the active response of
Japan to the proposed Rupsha
Bridge project.

Kibria sought greater coop-
eration of OECF for construct-
ing big bridges as well as other
development projects. He fur-
ther sought financial assistance
for Dhaka Eastern Bypass
pnﬂect which is now important
and a priority project of the
government.

The Managing Director as-
sured of continued support of
OECF to Bangladesh. He said,
Japan and Bangladesh are very
close to each other.

They hoped that the excel-

lent relationship exists between
J csuntries

years to come.

IUEF to observe
token strike
today

By DU Correspondent

Employees of all universities
of the country will observe a
token strike today to realise its
six-point demand. Inter-
Univ&rsitl! Employees’ Federa-
tion (IUEF) called the strike.

The demands of the IUEF in-
clude implementation of pro-
motion rules, providing hous-
ing facilities, extending the
tfinun: of setr;lrites DE élﬁm em-

o up to the 0 ;

. }';Fﬁe: uI‘iher dean%gnds of the
employees are : Stopping the
deduction of 20 per cent from
the pension money, withdrawal
of termination order served
against the president and gen-
eral secretary of BUET's class
four and three employees' asso-

ciation.
Obituary

Md Ful Miah,
ICDDR.B, met a tragic accident
while on duty on June 22 at
about 8:15 pm on the Dhaka-
Aricha highway at Bhakurta
near Amin Bazar and died on
way to Pangu Hospital. He was

50.
A case has been filed with

the Savar Police Station, says a
press release.

driver,
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